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Staff Director
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rrom: 3y)Marjorie W. Emmons/Mary Dove
1“9 Secretary of the Commisgsion

DATE: June 23, 1995
SUBJECYT: COMMENT: FPROPOSED A0 1995-20

Transmitted herewith ip a timely submitted comment
from Representative Tim Roemer on behalf of the Hoosiers
for Tim Roemer Committee.

Proposed Advisory Opinion 1995-20 is on the agenda
for June 29, 199S.
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I am writing to submil additional comnents on the draft advisary opinion which dhe
Pederal Blection Cosxmisgion issued on Junc 22, 1995, concerning my inquiry about the use
of campaign funds o pay for truvel-relaied expenses for my iwo-year old son.

1 saongly disagres with this advisory opinion, nndrequeslmatymhdngm
mmumloﬂummbmofmcmnmaspombh 0 they can be
considexed prior %o the vole on June 29,

IWmlmmmorehmﬂwmhsgwmgmopmMmof
campaign fands. Thero bave been instances in the past in which candidates used
funds to purchase automobiles, clothes and other expenaive itsms which clearly provided
personal benefits. U fully support the FEC’s efforts to end such egregious practices.

In this case, however, Lhere is no tangible benefit belng derived by me or anyons olse
in my family through the purchase of an aixline ticket for my two-year ol son. As an
infant, it does not make any difference to him whether be is in Indliana or Washington, as
long as he is with his parents.

11 seems 10 me that the Litmus test for the FEC in deciding personal use yucstions
Mduwmmmmnammwmwﬂuﬁomhemmd
campaign funds. If there is no tangible porsonal gain, then I belicve the FEC should sllow
some flexibility in applying its criteria.

Morcover, there are thnes when my children will be diroctly involved in campaign-
related activities. For example, they will accompany my wife and me to Indiang when we
take the photographs for our family Christmas card and for campaign-related mailings. 1
also pian (o have my children with ms when I attend certain political eveats such as picaics.
I rogret that I did not make this clear whea I find requested sn advisory opinion on this
mateer.

Hoosiers for Thm Rovmer » 203 W. Jefierson Bivd. ¢ South Bend, Indiana 46601
<5 Puid ot By Hovslars fac 'Yum Rowmer. Conmibetans ary st taa dodectivis.
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1 &n sleo concerned about the anti-fzmily sentiment of this advisory upindon. It is
aleesdy very difficult for young parents like mysalf to sexve in office, because the job
requires us to spead so much time apart from our families, If the FEC furthar Limits our
:bmwtowmmWeuum it will only disoourage candidates with young
children from secking office.

I would urge thc Commissioners to look beyond the striet interpretation of parsonal
use which formed the basis for this advisory apinion, and congider the broader issue that is at
stake in this case. That is, the nceds of young children o be with their parents at all times,
even when one of them happens to be a U.S. Congressman.

T would hope that the FEC’s guidclines are flexibic coough w distinguish betweean
cases in which canpaign fumds are clourly being nsed for personal gain, and those which
address the vwhique circumstances involving cundidates or officcholders who are the parents of
young children and need to be with them.

‘Thank you very souch for your consideration of thesc additional comments. I look
forward to heering from the FEC on this matter.



