
 

 

 
 
FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
Washington, DC  20463 

 
September 19, 1980 

 
CERTIFIED MAIL 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 
 
ADVISORY OPINION 1980-94 
 
John W. Kerr, Jr. 
Treasurer 
Whitehurst for Congress Committee 
500 Plume Street East 
P.O. Box 3297 
Norfolk, Virginia 23514 
 
Dear Mr. Kerr: 
 

This responds to your letter of August 8, 1980 requesting an advisory opinion on behalf 
of the Whitehurst for Congress Committee ("the Committee") concerning application of the 
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"), to a proposed expenditure by 
the Committee. 
 

Your letter states that the Committee will sponsor a local high school writing contest on 
the subject "My Congressman - How I See His Role." The top prize for the best paper will be an 
all expenses paid overnight trip to Washington, D.C. for the winner and his/her parents. Lesser 
prizes will be awarded to other winners. All costs of the contest and prizes will be paid by the 
Committee. You ask whether such an expenditure by the Committee is permissible under the 
Act. 
 

The Commission has held in a number of previous advisory opinions that under the Act 
and Commission regulations congressional candidates and their principal campaign committees 
have considerable discretion as to the expenditures made from campaign funds. See Advisory 
Opinions 1980-49, 1980-32, 1978-5, and 1977-1, copies enclosed. Accordingly, the Commission 
concludes that so long as expenditures by the Committee for the writing contest and prizes are 
properly reported under 2 U.S.C. 434, nothing in the Act or Commission regulations would 
prohibit the Committee from spending its funds for this purpose. 
 

The Commission expresses no opinion as to the possible application of House rules to the 
described transaction since those issues are outside the Commission's jurisdiction. 



 
This response constitutes an advisory opinion concerning application of the Act, or 

regulations prescribed by the Commission, to the specific transaction or activity described in 
your request. See 2 U.S.C. 437f. 
 
       Sincerely yours, 
 
       (signed) 
 
       Max L. Friedersdorf 
       Chairman for the 
       Federal Election Commission 
 
 
Enclosures (AOs 1980-49, 1980-32, 1978-5, 1977-1) 


