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REPORTS ANALYSIS DIVISION REFERRAL
TO
ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION OFFICE
DATE:  November 23, 2020 (revised March 11, 2021)
ANALYST: Jeremiah Hempel
l. COMMITTEE: Rural Freedom Network
C00647966
Sherwood Guernsey, Treasurer
135 Bridge St.
Schoharie, NY 12157
Il. RELEVANT STATUTE: 52 U.S.C. 8 30104(9)(2)
11 CFR § 104.4(b)(2)
I1. BACKGROUND:

Failure to Provide Supporting Schedules (Failure to Timely File 48-Hour Reports)

Rural Freedom Network (“the Committee™) failed to timely file one (1) 48-Hour
Report totaling $45,518.00 supporting two (2) independent expenditures disclosed on the
2020 July Quarterly Report, made up to and including the 20" day before the 2020
General Election held in the state of Maine (Attachment 2).

On July 11, 2020, the Committee filed one (1) 48-Hour Report to support three (3)
independent expenditures totaling $55,518.00 disseminated on May 21, 2020 and July 1,
2020 (Images 202007119244429579-82). The Committee attached memo texts to its 48-
Hour Report stating, “Ads began running on May 21, 2020, incremantal [sic] spending
reached $10,000 on June 6, 2020” and “Ads began running on July 1, 2020, incremantal
[sic] spending has not yet reached $10,000 as of July 10, 2020” (Images
202007119244429580 and 202007119244429582).

On July 13, 2020, the Committee filed its 2020 July Quarterly Report covering the
period from April 1, 2020, through June 30, 2020. The report included a Schedule E
(Itemized Independent Expenditures) disclosing three (3) independent expenditures
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totaling $55,518.00, made in opposition to one (1) Federal candidate
(Images 202007139244501163-66). The Committee attached memo texts to its report
stating, “Ads began running on May 21, 2020, incremantal [sic] spending reached
$10,000 on June 6, 2020” and “Ads began running on May 21, 2020, incremantal
[sic] spending reached $10,000 on June 6, 2020” (Images 202007139244501164 and
202007139244501166).

On August 18, 2020, a Request for Additional Information (RFAI) was sent to the
Committee referencing the 2020 July Quarterly Report. The RFAI noted that the
Committee may have failed to timely file one (1) or more of the required 48-Hour
Reports regarding independent expenditures. A chart was included with the RFAI
identifying the independent expenditures for which a 48-Hour Report had not been timely
filed (Images 202008180300083079-81, Attachment 2).

On September 14, 2020, the Committee filed an FEC Form 99 (Miscellaneous
Electronic Submission). The Committee stated, in full:

“This submission responds to the Commission's letter of September 22,
2020, regarding the committee’'s 2020 July Quarterly Rerport [sic].
The committee acknowledges that it failed to timely file a 48 hour notice
with respect to certain indepenent [sic] expenditures made by the
committee. This error was caused by an internal miscommunication and
was discovered during the prepararion [sic] of the commtitee's [sic]
quarterly report. Upon discovery of the error, the committe [sic]
immediately filed the 48 hour report. The committee has taken internal
steps to ensure this oversight does not happen in the future” (Image
202009149267166715).

On September 28, 2020 and November 13, 2020, the Reports Analysis Division
(RAD) Analyst emailed Sherwood Guernsey, the Committee’s Treasurer, and requested a
return phone call to discuss the potentially referable issues disclosed in the 2020 July
Quarterly Report (Attachment 3).

To date, no further communications have been received from the Committee
regarding this matter.
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Cmte. ID: C00647966

Treasurer Name: GUERNSEY, SHERWOOD
Cmte. Type: O (INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURE-ONLY COMMITTEE)
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O-Index (2019-2020)
Cmte. Name: RURAL FREEDOM NETWORK
Address: 135 BRIDGE ST, SCHOHARIE, NY 12157

Cmte. Designation: U (UNAUTHORIZED)

6/30/2020 8/18/2020 =
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3/31/2020 $26,184
6/30/2020 $48,782
9/30/2020 $3,805

11/23/2020 10:37 AM

Filing Frequency QUARTERLY FILER

Rpt Tp Begin Img# Beg Cvg Dt | End Cvg Dt | Lttr Mail Dt | Begin Cash End Cash Debts & Loans
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Cmte. Name: RURAL FREEDOM NETWORK
Address: 135 BRIDGE ST, SCHOHARIE, NY 12157
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No records were found for this cycle.

Cmte. ID: C00647966

Treasurer Name: GUERNSEY, SHERWOOD
O (INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURE-ONLY COMMITTEE)

O-Index (2015-2016)

Cmte. Name: RURAL FREEDOM NETWORK
Address: 135 BRIDGE ST, SCHOHARIE, NY 12157
Cmte. Designation: U (UNAUTHORIZED)
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Filing Frequency: QUARTERLY FILER
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Rural Freedom Network (C00647966)
2020 July Quarterly Report

48-Hour Report Not Timely Filed

Name of _ Date of. Expenditure Candidate : 48-Hour
Payee Dissemination Amount Opposed Election Re_port
(Schedule E) Filed
Ben Hillman 5/21/2020 $518.00 Susan M. 2020 7/11/2020
& Collins General
Company
Frame Media 5/21/2020 $45,000.00 Susan M. 2020 7/11/2020
Strategies 48-Hour Collins General
LLC Report
Required

Attachment 2






