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     RAD REFERRAL #:  A19-12 
      
     DATE: July 12, 2019  
     ANALYST: Romy Adame-Wilson 
       

REPORTS ANALYSIS AUDIT REFERRAL 
 

I. COMMITTEE: Massachusetts Democratic State Committee   
  C00089243   
 Paul G. Yorkis, Treasurer 

 11 Beacon Street 
 Suite 410 
 Boston, MA 02108 

  
  
   

    TYPE OF COMMITTEE:   Party 
                    
                   
II.  REGISTRATION DATE:    March 11, 1978 
 
III.     MULTICANDIDATE STATUS DATE:    September 30, 1980 

      
IV.    TOTAL POINTS ASSESSED:  
 
V.   SUMMARY OF AUDIT POINTS BY STANDARD: 
 

Standard # Description Total # of 
Point(s) 

Points for 
Receipts 

Points for 
Disbursements 

Other 
Points 

Standard 5 
Excessive, Prohibited and Other 
Impermissible Contributions and 
Transfers 

 Point(s)    

Standard  6 Mathematical Discrepancies  Point(s)    

Standard  12 Federal Election Activity/Levin 
Funds  Point(s)    

Standard  13 Allocated Federal and Non-
Federal Activity  Point(s)    

  TOTAL  Point(s)            
 
 
VI. NOTICES SENT TO AND RESPONSES RECEIVED FROM THE COMMITTEE: 
 
 See attached O-Index for the Committee. 
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VII. PROBLEMS FOR WHICH AUDIT POINTS WERE ASSESSED: 
 

A. Standard 5 - Excessive, Prohibited and Other Impermissible Contributions and 
Transfers: 
 

Report   Type  Violation (Description)   Points 
2017 M7 Schedule A supporting Lines 11(a)(i) and 11(c) 

disclosed the receipt of apparent prohibited 
contributions from two (2) unregistered 
political organizations totaling $10,100.00, or 

 of the total contributions from 
individuals and other federal political 
committees. 

 
Schedule A supporting Line 11(a)(i) disclosed 
the receipt of an excessive contribution totaling 
$5,000.00, or  of the Committee’s total 
contributions from individuals. This 
contribution was received from one (1) 
multicandidate committee. 

 

 
 

2017 Amended 
M7, 
received 
12/12/17 

Schedule B supporting Line 22 disclosed 
apparent misdeposits of contributions 
originally intended for the non-federal account 
totaling $22,725.00, or  of the total 
disbursements on Line 22. However, there was 
no prior disclosure of the original deposit of 
funds into the federal account.  

 
2018 Amended 

M6, 
received 
7/20/18 

Schedule A supporting Line 11(c) disclosed the 
receipt of excessive contributions totaling 
$10,000.00, or  of the Committee’s total 
contributions from federal political committees. 
These contributions were received from two (2) 
multicandidate committees. 

 

 

  Standard 5 Total:       
   

Points 
for 

Receipts 
Points for 

Disbursements 
Other 
Points 

   
 
          

B. Standard 6 - Mathematical Discrepancies: 
  

Report  Type  Violation (Description)  Points 
2017    M6 Line 8, Column A, $137,407.32, of the 

Summary Page did not equal Line 8, Column B, 
$106,353.86, of the Summary Page, a 
discrepancy of $31,053.46. 

 

 

2017  M7 Line 8, Column A, $25,981.66, of the Summary 
Page did not equal Line 8, Column B,  
-$5,071.80, of the Summary Page, a 
discrepancy of $31,053.46. 
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2017  M8 Line 8, Column A, $73,980.82, of the Summary 
Page did not equal Line 8, Column B, 
$77,984.04, of the Summary Page, a 
discrepancy of $4,003.22. 

 

 

2017  M9 The report contained mathematical 
discrepancies on several lines in Column B 
totaling $16,991.86. 

 

 

  Standard 6 Total:      
 

Points 
for 

Receipts 
Points for 

Disbursements 
Other 
Points 

   
   
 

C. Standard 12 - Federal Election Activity/Levin Funds:  
 

Report Type  Violation (Description)  Points 
2017 M2  Schedule B supporting Line 30(b) disclosed 

$6,000.00 in disbursements for 
“Communications consulting” but failed to 
clarify whether these disbursements were 
FEA public communications that promoted, 
supported, attacked or opposed federal 
candidates or if they expressly advocated the 
election or defeat of clearly identified federal 
candidates, which would require additional 
disclosure.  
 

 

2017 M5 Schedule H4 disclosed $9,000.00 in 
disbursements for “Communications 
consulting” but failed to clarify whether these 
disbursements were FEA public 
communications that promoted, supported, 
attacked or opposed federal candidates or if 
they expressly advocated the election or 
defeat of clearly identified federal candidates, 
which would require additional disclosure. 
 

 

2017  M6 Schedule H4 disclosed $11,383.86 in 
disbursements for “Communications 
consulting” and “Facebook ads” but failed to 
clarify whether these disbursements were 
FEA public communications that promoted, 
supported, attacked or opposed federal 
candidates or if they expressly advocated the 
election or defeat of clearly identified federal 
candidates, which would require additional 
disclosure. 
 

 

2017 M7 Schedule H4 disclosed $6,584.00 in 
disbursements for “Communications 
consulting” but failed to clarify whether these 
disbursements were FEA public 
communications that promoted, supported, 
attacked or opposed federal candidates or if 
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they expressly advocated the election or 
defeat of clearly identified federal candidates, 
which would require additional disclosure. 
 

  Standard 12 Total:   
  

Points 
for 

Receipts 
Points for 

Disbursements 
Other 
Points 

   
     

 
D.         Standard 13 – Allocated Federal and Non-Federal Activity:  

 
Report Type  Violation (Description)  Points 
2017 M3 Schedule H4 disclosed an event year-to-date 

total for Administrative expenses of 
$94,731.36; however, FEC calculations 
disclose this total to be $103,234.68, resulting 
in a discrepancy of $8,503.32. 
 

 

2017 M5 The Committee failed to address an apparent 
impermissible transfer of $7,110.00 from the 
non-federal account that occurred as a result 
of allocating payments between the federal 
and non-federal accounts on Schedule H4 for 
apparent FEA public communications. 
 

 

2017 M6 The Committee failed to address an apparent 
impermissible transfer of $ 8,993.25 from the 
non-federal account that occurred as a result 
of allocating payments between the federal 
and non-federal accounts on Schedule H4 for 
apparent FEA public communications. 
 

 

2017 M7 The Committee failed to address an apparent 
impermissible transfer of $ 5,201.36 from the 
non-federal account that occurred as a result 
of allocating payments between the federal 
and non-federal accounts on Schedule H4 for 
apparent FEA public communications. 
 

 

2017 M9 Schedule H4 disclosed an event year-to-date 
total for Administrative expenses of 
$643,268.15; however, FEC calculations 
disclose this total to be $634,772.22, resulting 
in a discrepancy of $8,495.93. 

 

    
2018 M8 Schedule H4 disclosed disbursements for 

salary, wages and/or fringe benefits, resulting 
in an apparent impermissible transfer-in from 
the non-federal account of $38,620.63. 
 

 

  Standard 13 Total:       
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Points 
for 

Receipts 
Points for 

Disbursements 
Other 
Points 

   
   
 
VIII. MATTERS REQUIRING REFERRAL TO OGC/ADRO: 
 

A. OGC –  
 

 None. 
 

B. ADRO –  
 
  None. 
  
 
IX.   OTHER COMMISSION ACTIONS DURING THE 2015-2016 AND 2017-2018 
       ELECTION CYCLES: 
 
  
 
 
X.   OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 
 
 The Committee was referred for an audit for the 2013-2014 election cycle (A2-749), which 

 was transferred to the Alternative Dispute Resolution Office (ADRO) (ADR 880) on July 
18, 2018.  

 
 The Committee was a respondent in MUR 7304, which was closed on April 25, 2019. 
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Response Codes, Due Dates, and Receipt Dates for  
Massachusetts Democratic State Committee  

C00089243 
Standard 5 

Report Response 
Code Description Due 

Date 
Response 

Date Points 

2017 M7 
IR Receipts From Non-Federal/Unregistered 

Organization (U5-3) 12/12/17 12/12/17 

 IR State, District or Local Party Receives  
> $5,000 from Qualified Committee (U5-61) 

2017 Amended 
M7, received 

12/12/17 
LAR No Prior Disclosure of a Misdeposited 

Contribution (U5-47) 3/7/18 3/20/18 

2018 Amended 
M6, received 

7/20/18 
IR State, District or Local Party Receives  

> $5,000 from Qualified Committee (U5-61) 10/15/18 10/14/18  

 
Standard 6 

Report Response 
Code Description Due 

Date 
Response 

Date Points 

2017 M6 IR Line 8 Incorrect (Column A/B Discrepancy) 
(U6-17) 12/12/17 12/12/17  

2017 M7 IR Line 8 Incorrect (Column A/B Discrepancy) 
(U6-17) 12/12/17 12/12/17  

2017 M8 IR Line 8 Incorrect (Column A/B Discrepancy) 
(U6-17) 12/12/17 12/12/17  

2017 M9 IR 
 Column B Totals Incorrect (U6-7) 2/14/18 1/31/18  

 
Standard 12 

Report Response 
Code Description Due 

Date 
Response 

Date Points 

2017 M2 LAR No Candidate Information Provided for Public 
Communication Cost (30b) (U12-56) 10/2/17 1/2/18  

2017 M5 LAR Possible Allocation of Payments for Public 
Communications on H4 (U13-76) 10/2/17 1/2/18  

2017 M6 LAR Possible Allocation of Payments for Public 
Communications on H4 (U13-76) 12/12/17 1/2/18  

2017 M7 LAR Possible Allocation of Payments for Public 
Communications on H4 (U13-76) 12/12/17 1/2/18  

 
Standard 13 

Report Response 
Code Description Due 

Date 
Response 

Date Points 

2017 M3 IR Event Year-to-Date Totals Incorrect (U13-44) 10/2/17 10/2/17  

2017 M5 LAR Possible Allocation of Payments for Public 
Communications on H4 (U13-76) 10/2/17 1/2/18  

2017 M6 LAR Possible Allocation of Payments for Public 
Communications on H4 (U13-76) 12/12/17 1/2/18  

2017 M7 LAR Possible Allocation of Payments for Public 
Communications on H4 (U13-76) 12/12/17 1/2/18  

2017 M9 IR Event Year-to-Date Totals Incorrect (U13-44) 2/14/18 1/31/18  

2018 M8 NR Payments for Salary/Wages Allocated on 
Schedule H4 (U13-75) 12/6/18 N/A  
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Massachusetts Democratic State Committee  
C00089243 

 
1. List of Affiliated Committees:   

 
None. 

 
2. List of Pseudonyms:    

 
None. 
 

3. Coordinated Expenditure Report:  
 
None. 
 

4. List of 24/48-Hour Reports Filed:    
 
None. 
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