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REPORTS ANALYSIS DIVISION REFERRAL
TO -

ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION OFFICE

DATE: November 5, 2018
ANALYST: Jamie Amrhein

L COMMITTEE: The Congressman Joe Barton Committee
C00195065
Kristin E. Barton, Treasurer
P.O. Box 1444
Ennis, TX 75120

II. RELEVANT STATUTE: 11 CFR § 102.9(c) _
11 CFR § 110.1(b)(3)
11 CFR § 110.2(b)(3)

Il. BACKGROUND:

Excessive, Prohibited and Other Impermissible Contributions (Failure to Refund or
Redesignate General Election Contributions within the Permissible Timeframe after
the Candidate’s Withdrawal from the Primary Election)

The Congressman Joe Barton Committee (“the Committee™) received 2018 General
Election contributions from twenty (20) individuals, two (2) multicandidate political action
committees, and one (1) principal campaign committee that were not refunded or
redesignated within the permissible timeframe from the date Joe Linus Barton (“the
Candidate™) withdrew from the 2018 Primary Election. The contributions total $49,062.50
as disclosed on the 2016 July Quarterly, 2017 April Quarterly, 2017 July Quarterly, 2017
October Quarterly, and 2017 Year-End Reports (Attachment2).

2016 July Quarterly Report
During the 2016 July Quarterly reporting period, the Committee received a 2018

General Election contribution totaling $2,700.00 from one (1) individual that was not
refunded or redesignated within the permissible timeframe (Attachment 2).
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2017 April Quarterly Report

During the 2017 April Quarterly reporting period, the Committee received 2018
General Election contributions totaling $8,100.00 from three (3) individuals that were not
refunded or redesignated within the permissible timeframe (Attachment 2).

2017 July Quarterly Report

During the 2017 July Quarterly reporting period, the Committee received 2018
General Election contributions totaling $23,412.50 from nine (9) individuals and one (1)
principal campaign committee that were not refunded or redesignated within the
permissible timeframe (Attachment 2).

2017 October Quarterly Report ’

During the 2017 October Quarterly reporting period, the Committee received 2018
General Election contributions totaling $13,850.00 from seven (7) individuals and one (1)
multicandidate political action committee that were not refunded or redesignated within
the permissible timeframe (Attachment 2).

2017 Year-End Report

During the 2017 Year-End reporting period, the Committee received a, 2018
General Election contribution totaling $1,000.00 from one (1) multicandidate political

-action committee that was not refunded or redesignated within the permissible timeframe

(Attachment 2).

On November 30, 2017, the Candidate announced he will no longer seek reelection

~ to Texas’s 6" Congressional District in 2018.

On May 28, 2018, a Request for Additional Information (“RFAI”) referencing the
2017 Year End Report was sent to the Committee. The RFAI noted the Committee’s
receipt of 2018 General Election contributions and requested that the Committee refund or
redesignate the contributions since the Candidate would not participate in the 2018 General
Election.

On July 2, 2018, the Committee filed a Miscellaneous Electronic Submission (FEC
Form 99) that stated: “All the donations listed in the May 28 RFALI have been refunded.
All of the checks were written June 29 and mailed to the individual donors. The refunds
will appear on our July quarterly report” (Image 201807029115204589).

On July 27, 2018, the Reports Analysis Division (RAD) Analyst spoke with Carol
Bouldin, the Assistant Treasurer of the Committee, to notify her that the Committee would
be referred to another Commission office for potential further action because their refunds
of the General Election contributions were made outside the permissible timeframe. The
Analyst advised Ms. Bouldin that the Committee could provide further clarification for the
public record in a FEC Form 99 (Attachment 4).
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On August 3, 2018, the Committee filed an FEC Form 99 that stated: “We returned
the general election donations late because we were unaware of the requirement to do so.

However, as soon as the FEC alerted us about the requirement we returned the donations”
(Image 201808039119352053).

To date, no further communications have been received from the Committee
regarding this matter.
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