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REPORTS ANALYSIS DIVISION REFERRAL
TO

ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION OFFICE

DATE: September 15, 2017

ANALYST: Kevin Fortkiewicz

I. COMMITTEE: Michigan Democratic State Central Commitee
C00031054
Sandy O’Brien, Treasurer (2/20/17- Present)
Ramesh Verma, Treasurer (3/16/09 - 2/19/17)
606 Townsend St. '
Lansing, MI 48933

TYPE OF COMMITTEE: Party
I REGISTRATION DATE: July 21, 1975
III. MULTICANDIDATE STATUS:  Qualified

IV.  BACKGROUND:

. The Committee was sent twenty-nine (29) Requests for Additional Information
(RFAIs) for reporting errors including excessive, prohibited and other impermissible
contributions or transfers, mathematical discrepancies, failure to provide supporting
schedules, failure to properly itemize contributions from individuals, failure to properly
itemize contributions and transfers from political committees, failure to properly itemize
disbursements, Federal Election Activity/Levin funds, and allocated federal and
non-federal activity.
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Michigan Democratic State Central Committee (C00031054)
ADRO Referral Response Guide

Excessive, Prohibited and Other Impermissible Contributions or Transfers

Report

RFAI Due
Date

Response
Date(s)

Response
Code

Reason for code

9/22/16

Amended 5/12/16 N/A NR Schedule A supporting Line 11(c) disclosed the receipt of an apparent
2015 M190, ' prohibited contribution totaling $5,000.00 from one (1) political action
received committee that was disclosed on the contributor’s disbursement schedule
1/29/16 as a contribution to the non-federal account. The apparent prohibited
contribution received totals 27.8% of the contributions from other
political committees. '
The Committee failed to respond to the RFAIL
Amended 9/7/16 N/A NR Schedule A supporting Lines 11(a)(i) and 11(c) disclosed. the receipt of
2015 M12, excessive and prohibited contributions totaling $7,000.00, or 13.1% of
relcg;'leg the Committee’s total contributions from individuals and federal political
> committees. These contributions were received from one (1) corporation
and two (2) multicandidate committees.
The Committee failed to respond to the RFAI
2016 M6 9/22/16 IR Schedule A supporting Line 11(c) disclosed the receipt of an apparent

prohibited contribution totaling $5,000.00 from one (1) political action
committee that was disclosed on the contributor’s disbursement schedule
as a contribution to the non-federal account. The apparent prohibited
contribution received totals 100% of the contributions from other
political committees.

The Committee provided memo text on their Amended June Monthly
Report, received 9/22/16 stating that they were going to refund it on
9/23/16, but failed to show the actual refund on a future report.

Mathematical Discrepancies

Report

RFAI Due
Date

IVING
Date(s)

Response
Code

Reason for code

Amended 9/7/16 N/A NR The Committee’s report contained mathematical discrepancies totaling

2015 M8, $1,016.00, as detailed below:

received

5/12/16 The beginning cash balance, $187,763.77, was greater than the ending

cash balance on the previous report, $187,255.77, a discrepancy of
$508.00.
The report contained mathematical discrepancies on several lines in
Column B totaling $508.00.
The Commiftee failed to respond to the RFAL

2015 M11 1/14/16 1/29/16 LAR The report contained mathematical discrepancies on several lines in
Column B totaling $1,808.00.
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The Committee filed an Amended 2015 M11 on 1/29/16, which
corrected these mathematical discrepancies.

2016 M5

9/15/16

9/20/16

LAR

The report contained mathematical discrepancies on several lines in
Column B totaling $90,055.30.

The Committee filed an Amended 2016 M5 on 9/15/16 and subsequently
filed an Amended 2016 M4 on 9/20/16, which corrected the
mathematical discrepancies.

Failure to Provide Supporting Schedules

Report

RFAI Due

Date

Response
Date(s)

Response
Code

Reason for code

Amended 9/7/16 N/A NR The Committee’s report disclosed additional receipts totaling $24,035.00
2015 M11, on Schedule A supporting Lines 12 and 15 and additional disbursements
received totaling $24,035.00 on Schedule B supporting Lines 21(b) and 22,
5/12/16 resulting in an increase of more than 5% and $10,000.00 over the original
report.
The Committee failed to respond to the RFALI
Amended 9/7/16 N/A NR The Committee’s report disclosed additional receipts totaling $19,500.00
2015 M12, on Schedule A supporting Line 12 and additional disbursements totaling
recéived $19,500.00 on Schedule B supporting Line 22, resulting in an increase of
5/12/16 more than 5% and $10,000.00 over the original report.
The Committee failed to respond to the RFAL
Amended 9/15/16 N/A NR The Committee’s report disclosed additional receipts totaling $20,600.00
2015 YE, on Schedule A supporting Line 12 and additional disbursements totaling
received $20,600.00 on Schedule B supporting Line 22, resulting in an increase of
5/12/16 more than 5% and $10,000.00 over the original report. '
The Committee failed to respond to the RFAI.
Schedule A supporting Line 12 disclosed $64,100.00 in transfers
received from “Hillary Victory Fund” during the 2015 calendar year.
However, the supporting itemized memo entries provided on Schedule A
during 2015 total $51,930.30, creating a discrepancy of $12,169.70.
The Committee failed to respond to the RFAL
Amended 3/13/17 N/A NR The Committee’s report disclosed additional receipts totaling $10,030.00
2016 M2, on Schedule A supporting Lines 11(a)(ii) and 17, resulting in an mcrease
received of more than 5% and $10,000.00 over the original report.
11/22/16
The Committee failed to respond to the RFAIL
Amended | 11/25/16 | 11/22/16 IR The Committee’s report disclosed additional receipts totaling $35,000.00
2016 M4, on Schedule A supporting Line 17 and additional disbursements totaling
received $35,000.00 on Schedule B supporting Line 29, resulting in an increase of
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9/20/16

more than 5% and $10,000.00 over the original report.

The Committee filed an Amended 2016 M4 on 11/22/16 with attached
memo text, stating in part: “The Committee had opened a new federal
bank account and inadvertently omitted transactions for Jan. and Feb.
from the report.”

Amended
2016 30G,
received
4/25/17

6/12/17

6/12/17

IR

The Committee’s report disclosed additional debts, owed to two (2)
vendors, totaling $93,287.23 on Schedule D supporting Line 10, resulting
in an increase of more than 5% and $10,000.00 over the original report.

The Committee filed a Form 99 on 6/12/17, stating in part: “At the time
of the original filing, the Committee did not have invoices for the debts
that were included in the amendment.”

Failure to Properly Itemize Contributions and Transfers from Political Committees

Report

Amended
2016 30G,
received
12/13/16

- RFAI Due | Response

Date
4/25/17

Date(s)
4/25/17

Code

Reason for code

Schedule A supporting Lines 11(b) and 11(c) failed to disclose the
complete address for contributions from eighteen (18) federal
candidates/committees totaling $311,360.00.

The Committee filed an Amended 2016 30G on 4/25/17, which corrected
twenty-one (21) entries, but failed disclose complete addresses for three
(3) entries totaling $114,810.00.

Allocated Federal and Non-Federal Activity

Report RFAI Due | Response Response | Reason for code
Date Date(s) Code
2015 M10 | 12/28/15 1/29/16 LAR The Committee disclosed disbursements totaling $342,169.17 for a 3-
month period; however, the report disclosed limited payments for
administrative expenses.
The Committee filed an Amended 2015 M10 on 1/29/16 with memo text,
stating in part: “The Michigan Democratic State Central Committee is
not currently renting any offices. The MDSCC owns its main office
.| :building and does not have-any addifional offices at this time.” .-
Amended 5/12/16 N/A NR Schedule H2 disclosed the ratio as being the same as previously reported
2015 M10, for one (1) fundraising event; however, this event was not previously
received reported. - '
1/29/16
The Committee failed to respond to the RFAI
Amended 5/12/16 5/12/16 IR Schedule H2 disclosed the ratio as new for one (1) fundraising event;
2015 M11, however, the event ratio was the same as the event ratio reported on the
received previous report.
1/29/16
The Committee filed an Amended 2015 M11 on 5/12/16, but did not




make any changes to the ratio type on Schedule H2.

Amended 9/15/16 N/A NR Schedule H4 disclosed disbursements for salary, wages and/or fringe
2015 YE, benefits, resulting in an apparent impermissible transfer-in from the non-
received federal account of $29,796.68.

5/12/16

The Committee failed to respond to the RFAL.
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