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REPORTS ANALYSIS DIVISION REFERRAL 

TO 

ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION OFFICE 

I. COMMITTEE: 

DATE: October 21.2016 

ANALYST: Nataliya loffe 

Scott Rigell for Congress 
C00463687 
Joe Wood, Treasurer 
915 First Colonial Road, Suite 100 
Virginia Beach, VA 23454 

II. RELEVANT STATUTES: 11 CFR§ 102.9(e) 
llCFR§110.lCb) 

III. BACKGROUND: 

Excessive, Prohibited and Other Impermissible Contributions (Failure to Refund or 
Redesignate General Election Contributions within the Permissible Timeframe after 
the Candidate Withdrew from the Primary Election ) 

Scott Rigell for Congress ("the Committee") received 2016 General Election 
contributions from thirty-three (33) individuals and two (2) multicandidate political 
action committees that were not refunded or redesignated within the permissible 
timeframe from the date Edward Scott ("Scott") Rigell ("the Candidate") announced his 
decision not to participate in the 2016 Primary Election. The contributions total 
$74,075.00 as disclosed on the 2015 April Quarterly, July Quarterly, October Quarterly, 
and Year-End Reports (Attachments 2 and 3). 

2015 April Ouarterlv Report 

On April 15,2015, the Conunittee filed the 2015 April Quarterly Report covering 
the period from January 1, 2015 to March 31, 2015 (Image 15951166478). This report 
disclosed the receipt of $40,300.00 in General Election contributions from seventeen (17) 
individuals. 

On January 14, 2016, the Candidate announced he will no longer seek reelection 
in 2016. 



o o 

On May 26, 2016, the Committee's compliance specialist, Jennifer Longo, 
contacted the Reports Analysis Division (RAD) Analyst about the Committee's reporting 
requirement in light of the Candidate's decision not to seek reelection. The RAD Analyst 
informed Ms. Longo that the Committee must refund all contributions designated to the 2016 
General Election (Attachment 4). 

On June 28, 2016, a Request for Additional Information ("RFAI") referencing the 
2016 April Quarterly Report was sent to the Committee. The RFAI noted the 
Committee's receipt of General Election contributions during the 2015-2016 election 
cycle and requested that the Committee refund the contributions since thq Candidate 
would not participate in the 2016 General Election (Image 201606280300049410). 

On July 1, 2016,1 the Committee filed an Amended 2015 April Quarterly Report 
(Image 201607019020108045). This report disclosed the receipt of $30,625.00 in 
General Election contribiitions from sixteen (16) individuals (Attachment 3).' 

I 

§ On July 1, 2016, the Committee also filed the 2016 July Quarterly Report 
g covering the period from April 1, 2016 to June 30, 2016 (Image 201607019020109090). 
9 This report disclosed refunds of 2016 General Election contributions totaling $30,525.00 

from fifteen (15) individuals, originally disclosed on the Amended 2015 April Quarterly 
Report, that were made outside of the permissible timeframe (Attachment 3).^ 

2015 July Quarterly Report 

On July 15,. 2015, the Committee filed the 2015 July Quarterly Report covering 
the period from April 1, 2015 to June 30, 2015 (Image 201507159000181108). This 
report disclosed the receipt of $46,800.00 in 2016 General Election contributions from 
twenty (20) individuals. 

On January 14, 2016, the Candidate announced he will no longer seek reelection 
in 2016. 

On June 28,2016, an RFAI referencing the 2016 April Quarterly Report was sent 
to the Committee. The RFAI noted the Committee's receipt of General Election 
contributions during the 2015-2016 election cycle and requested that the Committee 
refund the contributions since the Candidate would not participate in the General Election 
(Image 201606280300049410). 

On July 1, 2016, the Committee filed an Amended 2015 July Quarterly Report 
covering the period from April 1, 2015 to June 30, 2015 (Image 201607019020108191). 

' The amendment corrected some of the contribution designations and other information disclosed on the 
original report. 
^ The 2016 July Quarterly Report disclosed refunds of all, but one (1) 2016 General Election contribution 
originally disclosed on the Amended 2015 April Quarterly Report, received July 1, 2016. No refund was 
disclosed for a SI00.00 General Election contribution from one (1) individual. 
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This report disclosed the receipt of $21,600.00 in 2016 General Election contributions 
froin ten (10) individuals (Attachment 3).^ 

Also on July 1, 2016, the Committee filed the 2016 July Quarterly Report 
covering the period from April 1, 2016 to June 30, 2016 (Image 201607019020109090). 
This report disclosed refimds of 2016 General Election contributions totaling $21,600.00 
from ten (10) individuals, disclosed on the Amended 2015 July Quarterly Report, that 
were made outside of the permissible timeframe (Attachment 3). 

2015 October Quarterly Report 
i 

I On October 15, 2015, the Committee filed the 2015 October Quarterly Report 
7 covering the period from iJuly 1, 2015 to September 30, 2015 (Image 

201510159002940810). This report disclosed the receipt of $27,046.05 in 2016 General 
Election contributions from fourteen (14) individuals and two (2) multicandidate political 
action conunittees. 

» 
s 

On January 14, 2016, the Candidate announced he will no longer seek reelection 
in 2016. 

On June 28, 2016, an RFAI referencing the 2016 April Quarterly Report was sent 
to the Committee. The RFAI noted the Committee's receipt of General Election 
contributions during the 2015-2016 election cycle and requested that the Coiiunittee 
refund the contributions since the Candidate would not participate in the General Election 
(Image 201606280300049410). 

On July 1,2016, the Committee filed an Amended 2015 October Quarterly Report 
covering the period from July 1, 2015 to September 30, 2015 (Image 
201607019020108375). This report disclosed the receipt of $17,350.00 in 2016 General 
Election contributions from eight (8) individuals and one (1) multicandidate political 
action committee (Attachment 3).^' 

On July 1, 2016, the Committee also filed the 2016 July Quarterly Report 
covering the period from April 1, 2016 to June 30, 2016 (Image 201607019020109090). 
This report disclosed refunds of 2016 General Election contributions totaling $17,350.00 
from eight (8) individuals and one (1) multicandidate political action committee, 
originally disclosed on the Amended 2015 October Quarterly Report, that were made 
outside of the permissible timeframe (Attachment 3). 

' The amendment corrected some of the contribution designations and other information disclosed on the 
original report. 
* The amendment corrected some of the contribution designations and other information disclosed on the 
original report. 
' One (1) additional individual contribution received on the Amended 2015 October Quarterly Report, 
received July 1,2016, was refunded within the permissible timeframe. 
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2015 Year-End Report 

On Janiiary 29, 2016, the Committee filed the 2015 Year-End Report covering the 
period from October 1,2015 to December 31,2015 (Image 201601299004918667). This 
report disclosed the receipt of $13,032.97 in 2016 General Election contributions from 
seven (7) individuals and two (2) multicandidate political action conunittees.® 

On January 14, 2016, the Candidate announced he will no longer seek reelection 
in 2016. 

On June 28,2016, an RFAI referencing the 2016 April Quarterly Report was sent 
to the Conunittee. The RFAI noted; the Conunittee's receipt of General Election 
contributions during the 2015-2016 election cycle and requested that the Committee 
refimd the contributions since the Candidate would not participate in the General Election 
(Image 201606280300049410). 

On July 1, 2016, the Commitiee filed an Amended 2015 Year-End Report 
^ covering the period from October 1, 2015 to December 31, 2015 (Image 

201607019020108540). This report disclosed the receipt of $4,500.00 in 2016 General 
Election contributions from two (2) individual and one (1) multicandidate political action 
committee (Attachment 3).' 

On July 1, 2016, the Committee also filed the 2016 July Quarterly Report 
covering the period from April 1, 2016 to June 30, 2016 (Image 201607019020109090). 
This report disclosed refunds of General Election contributions totaling $4,500.00 from 
two (2) individuals and one (1) multicandidate political action committee, originally 
disclosed on the Amended 2015 Year-End Report, that were made outside of the 
permissible timefi^e (Attachment 3). 

On August 10, 2016, the RAD Analyst contacted the Committee's Treasurer, Joe 
Wood, to inform him that the matter of untimely refrmded 2016 General Election 
contributions would be referred for further Commission action. The Analyst encouraged 
the Committee to provide an explanation for the public record (Attachment 4). 

On August 17 and 18,2016, the RAD Analyst and RAD Management spoke with 
Esmel Meeks, the Committee's Campaign Manager, concerning the issue of untimely 
refunded 2016 General Election contributions. Mr. Meeks stated that his colleague, Ms. 
Longo, spoke with someone from the FEC's Information Division on April 21, 2016 
who advised that the Committee should refrmd the 2016 General Election contributions, 
but did not specify a timefi^e for doing so. According to Mr. Meeks, the Conunittee 
was advised there would be no repercussions for refunding the contributions outside of 
the 60-day timeframe from the Candidate's announcement not to seek reelection. Mr. 
Meeks stated the Committee was unaware of the requirement to make refunds within the 

' Six (6) additional individual contributions received on the 2015 Year-End Report were refunded within 
the permissible timeframe. 
^ The amendment corrected some of the contribution designations and other information disclosed on the 
original report. 
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receiving an RPAI from RAD, and immediately took corrective action after receiving the 
letter. RAD staff explained to Mr. Meeks how to file a Miscellaneous Electronic 
Document (FEC Form 99) summarizing these circumstances (Attachment 4). 

On August 30,2016, the Committee filed an FEC Form 99 that stated, in part: 

"The Scott Rigell for Congress Committee takes full responsibility and 
apologizes for this issue, we have made it a priority to return these funds 
and re-designate as required as soon as we were made aware of this issue 
by Morgan Meredith. We look forward to working with the FEC to resolve 
this issue as soon as possible and please contact our office on any 
additional questions or concerns" (Image 201608309023760924). 

i 
To date, no further communications h^ve been received from the Committee 

regarding these matters. j 
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