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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

NOV 19 2015
VoteVets.org Action Fund
2201 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, #320
Washington, DC 20007
RE: RR 15L-43

Dear Sir or Madam:

The Federal Election Commission (“Commission”) has ascertained information in the
normal course of carrying out its supervisory responsibilities indicating that VoteVets.org
Action Fund (“VoteVets.org”) may have violated the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971,
as amended (the “Act”). The matter has been referred by the Reports Analysis Division to the
Commission’s Office of General Counsel for possible enforcement action under 52 U.S.C.

§ 30109.! Specifically,VoteVets.org has been referred for failing to timely file the 2014 July
Quarterly and Year-End Reports to support the independent expenditures totaling $295,086.46
and $786,219.19, respectively, in violation of 52 U.S.C. § 30104(c) and (g). For further
information, a copy of the referral document is enclosed. ‘We have numbered this referral

RR 15L-43.

The Act affords you the opportunity to demonstrate in writing that no action should be
taken against VoteVets.org in this matter. If you wish to file a response, you may submit any
factual or legal materials that you believe are relevant to the Commission’s consideration of this
matter. Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under oath by persons with relevant
knowledge. Your response, which should be addressed to the General Counsel's Office, must
be submitted within 15 days of receipt of this letter. If no response is received within 15 days,
the Commission may take further action based on the available information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with 52 U.S.C. §§ 30109(a)(4)(B)

" and 30109(a)(12)(A) unless you notify the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be

made public. Please be advised that, although the Commission cannot disclose information
regarding an investigation to the 2public, it may share information on a confidential basis with
other law enforcement agencies.

. Notification of this referral is being provided to you pursuaht to the Commission’s Agency Procedure for

Notice to Respondents in Non-Complaint Generated Matters, as published in the Federal Register on August 4,
2009 (74 Fed. Reg. 38,617).

2 The Commission has the statutory authority to refer knowing and willful violations of the Act to the
Department of Justice for potential cfiminal prosecution, 52 U.S.C. § 30109(a)(5)(C), and to report information
regarding violations of law not within its jurisdiction to appropriate law enforcement authorities. Id. § 30107(a)(9).
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_ If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter, please advise the Commission
by completing the enclosed form stating the name, address, and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing siich counsel to receive any notifications and other communications
from the Commission. Please note that you have a legal obligation to preserve all documents,
records, and materials relating to the subject matter of the referral until such time as you are
notified that the Commission has closed its file in this matter. See 18 U.S.C. § 1519.

Any correspondence sent to the Commission, such as a response, must be addressed to
one of the following (note, if submitting via email, this Office will provide an electronic receipt
by email):

Mail OR Email
Federal Election Commission mdebeau@fec.gov
Office of Complaints Examination
and Legal Administration
Attn: Mary Beth deBeau, Paralegal
999 E Street, NW
Washington, DC 20436

'If you have any questions, please contact Mary Beth deBeau at (202) 694-1650 or toll
. - free at 1-800-424-9530. For your information, we have enclosed a brief description of the
Commission's preliminary procedures for processing possible violations discovered by the
Commission.

Sincere
—~

C\y

Jeff S. Jo
Kssistant General Counsel
Complaints Examination &
Legal Administration

Enclosures:
1. Referral from the Reports Analysis Division
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15L-43
REPORTS ANALYSIS DIVISION REFERRAL
TO
OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL
DATE: November 12, 2015

ANALYST: Nataliya loffe

L COMMITTEE: VoteVets.org Action Fund
C90010620
Peter Mellman, CFO
2201 Wisconsin Avenue NW #320
Washington, DC 20007

. RELEVANT STATUTES: 52 U.S.C. §30104(c) and (g)
11 CFR §109.10(b) and (&)

lII. BACKGROUND:

" Failure to File Reports and Late Filing (Failure to Timely File the 2014 July

Quarterly and Year-End Reports)

2014 July Quarterly Report.

- VoteVets.org Action Fund (“VoteVets.org”) failed to timely file the 2014 July
Quarterly Report to support the independent expenditures totaling $295,086.46, disclosed
on its 24-Hour Report.

On June 6, 2014, VoteVets.org filed a 24-Hour Report disclosing two (2)
independent expenditures totaling $295,086.46, made in opposition to one (1) federal
candidate, on Schedule 5-E (Itemized Independent Expenditures) (Images 14961236404-
05). :

On August S, 2014, a Notice of Failure to File was sent to VoteVets.org
referencing the 2014 July Quarterly Report. The Notice of Failure to File stated that
VoteVets.org may have failed to file the July Quarterly Report for the independent
expenditures made during the quartcrly report coverage period of April 1, 2014 through
June 30, 2014 (Image 14330058905).
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On August 8, 2014, VoteVets.org filed a 2014 July Quarterly Report disclosing
the independent expenditures totaling $295,086.46, which were previously reported on
the 24-Hour Report, filed on June 6, 2014 (Image 14950003253)."

2014 Year-End Report.

VoteVets.org failed to timely file the 2014 Year-End Report to support the
independent expenditures totaling $786,219.19, disclosed on its 24-Hour Reports.

On October 8, 2014, VoteVets.org filed a 24-Hour Report disclosing two (2)
independent expenditures totaling $309,422.10, made in opposition to one (1) federal

- candidate, on Schedule S-E (Images 14978102323-24).

On the same date, VoteVets.org filed another 24-Hour Report disclosing two (2)
independent expenditures totaling $291,797.09, made in support of one (1) federal
candidate, on Schedule 5-E (Images 14978102387-88).

Also on the same date, VoteVets.org filed a third 24-Hour Report disclosing one
(1) independent expenditure totaling $185,000.00, made in support of one (1) federal
candidate, on Schedule 5-E (Images 14978102426 -27).

On February 19, 2015, a Notice of Failure to File was sent to VoteVets.org
referencing the 2014 Year-End Report. The Notice of Failure to File stated that
VoteVets.org may have failed to file the Year-End Report for the independent
expenditures made during the quarterly report coverage period of October 1, 2014

. through December 31, 2014 (Image 15330075856).

On September 10, 2015, a RAD Manager contacted Peter Mellman, the CFO of
VoteVets.org, to inform him about the failure to file the 2014 Year-End Report. The
RAD Manager indicated that the report was still outstanding and encouraged
VoteVets.org to file it with the Commission. The RAD Manager explained the matter
was referable and that VoteVets.org had the option to provide an additional explanation
for the public record (Attachment 2).

On September 21, 2015, a RAD Manager called Mr. Meliman to follow up on the
issue of the 2014 Year-End Report. Mr. Mellman indicated it would be filed in the next
few days. The RAD Manager also mentioned the late filing of the 2014 July Quarterly
Report, and explained that these matters would be referable for further review by another
Commission office. The RAD Manager reiterated that VoteVets.org had the option to
provide an additional explanation for the public record (Attachment 2).

' On August 25, 2014, a Request for Additional Information (RFAI) was sent to VoteVets.org referencing
the 2014 July Quarterly Report. The RFAI requested clarification conceming donations received to support
the disclosed independent expenditures (Image 14330059972). On September 26, 2014, VoteVets.org filed
a Miscellaneous Electronic Submission ("FEC Form 99") indicating that no donations were received for the
purpose of furthering the reported independent expenditures (Image 14031294207).
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On September 23, 2015, VoteVets.org filed a 2014 -Year-End Report disclosing
the independent expenditures totaling $786,219.19, which were previously reported on
the 24-Hour Reports, filed on October 8, 2014 (Image 201509239002774986-88).

To date, no additional information has.been received from VoteVets.org regarding
thesc matters.



- g - — e ——_ et et 2

. — T l..|l||l|....ll -y s =

{Sucor 3 5130 EEI ,

1 WwauIyoeny
ZJo 1 3beg

T—r =TT BRI 1177 1317 A L T T SO e 1117 Yol e - i
N Y 7 clgzmaL_ Z0uczIL_ | TeeLlooeezt z_ lziozezm N ve ToN
TOTE LTI T ziowEzie S E0aouE S R 0Z9%e 8L E L 00eeZ Y TS T 2 N 0 T SN Ve ...NomL
- - 1Z10ZeZe 088" 1ZLoeblY FLELLO0EEZE -2, dzioere N_
LTI T T Sinemenk T Ti0nose L el ozim s .oomv&osw—!‘..lltﬂ-.ﬁ?&ogg T TNTL T
- > { “ZIOZLYY  ZLOZIOEIS  ‘0ZELLO0CEZ) zi02izeie N

PPl usumumuv#«s%..ﬂ.mﬁﬂu.;._Snﬂ«n...u....r.r.....l e g&@.«wﬁiﬁz
. ZI0ZOE/9 iZLOLY YEv 16308021 y iZouLoL ¢
gg. 1q vew Qi .EE%EE
. - -{33LLIWINOJ V LON dNOYD YO NOSHId - JUNLIANIJXI LNIANIJIAND 1 :0dR L a1ud
40002 oo“zo»Oz_:m<3 ‘0254 MN IAV NISNOOSIM L0ZZ 1SSAUPPY  {INU :3WeN Jainseail
LT azP_ zo;o<omo SLANTLOA ‘SWeN 31WD 023010063 1af AT
. [4 71 (Zh0Z-FHOZ) X3PUI-O .

.III.{.lt T -JE%JF@.%.@WSQEBP&@: ;

cwn.lll & A AP e i ) MR n. 2 N i,
o8 "PI02CLI0L . pLOZLOL  *OZb20LelBbl ' NSd

N A {177 1Y ([ WICTY 17T T AT VTS T S SO j NEXT

 —————eeete  m . =

- JDLOZELOL  PLOZILOL _.awnuo—oum!. : z Zmu

R - T eevsaes] .8.: = T T ui0zIOEe YYD/ VL e e eEeIey iﬂygmﬁdohﬂnhm“mwo T
LT T I Toovoes e g TYOTBIB | ($LOZICIE  CBYIEIOLEVL z_Iviozve N ¥
U U ST T ooglsyrsT T 08 T T T T SRR YRl S eS bUDSERN T S T O S N T e T Ned Y
- - T $06'662$ 0% - o ou@m. v..—..c.N\N‘m !co.«hcmmcc.mmw‘_. l..N ..v-ou\m\m N wN NS4
L LT LTl T AT owests L pal T T T i,...{%%m.w.!l.&.pmea LoBYeo0LeRL, T T e B wigige s N ve T RANGIRS
- G e - _ooo'sss’ 08T . VIO vi0u9/8 1910000860 e AOEE LN v | Ned_
; A A 0000058 ow 7 = - ..ixumnmm L"F“ummrlmmmwwwwﬁpﬂ ﬂi wwucﬁuﬁhpﬁm .u_.m NS
- : - 980’5628 __ 0 e b e .,I!.q.— IORI9 __YLOZILY | CESZE00056%L SR ST 2 S
cee T . T cuogeEs 08T S 23771 LY, ) PO X T A R 402 Lu..,HNNw}..zEU
TR T . I 959'8ps 8 . il n%m“m.o.si%.&mh e, ¥80982L¥6E1 J..\w.l ¢ .!.uu . Nc
T e e sl L hses s ..Nn.lfl. T RO DY B LI TIORBENL ety X ik ML E V0TIV
- - - o v — 510Ul w:_.cm._n&wlqﬁsm:o_ T T ok msuea .J....ut. i
U G- S oSS SR Stogepn i%mﬁ.% R LTV T s SO .ﬁnE».FEztBBfLE
< ~ - - a . 4} vEEoﬂw E.mmrccnrvr :

Wd 571 S10Z/0L/LL

j NI 0 Eo:.m_.._f._mwo ;W - {33LUNNOD ¥ 'LON dNOYD YO ZOmmm& um::ozwnxw hzmozm&woz: 1:90
.£0002 Oo NZOPOZ_IM<>> ‘0Ze¢ MN AV NISNODSIW L0ZZ :SSIPPY  finu: 14nseasy
K cz:u 2C:.L< an mrw>wb0> SLICN WD oﬂwc«ooou a BED

10z nsﬁ X3pU-0

wm:tozmmxm »zmozmamoz_ .
1y :3weN BSwmm:. )

xapul-O

L e 1t 2 iz L et T )



1 Juswyoey
Zjoz abed

B e

e L 619'CS6'LS 108 - {
.w. . e v 0000073 ..\...bw. NN .Lw Ll
v e . - y 8vs. O I e .

O S R A Y S NI Y 11 T[T Lub £ _.

DRI VL S o BiLvis  l0s - Nsm\:: NSNE:

S e e 000 SOLSL T TORE T

e - R '€90'P61S 0% —

R - RO SV 111 I L D

"y e BOLEAS BSOS .

AN S SOOI 171171 SN | - .

b S SgyPIES 08 - g "ZL020L/0L ¢

R - - . L N E T AL IR O GO S 3 (T4 A ]

e e ORI 2 gsevois 08 = L Ess ! ) L 2 _N_@&@

e LI R IR -T2} AL RO SANW AN 3 o T sl Y EDZIO})

- IBCRAAAS S - _6zy'ss " ios . {2 teioziem

A z = 3 e SEEVS 08, : . RSO IS AR 171 1Y Yl

T T ezeys w08 - ._NENRW _~E§ .Nn...nz:.au_.l ig zwouig

TP TN M-S 1 < ST A S i ﬁ%?: s Cr o QN0UDEE L 554

- T e e T cseggys 08 - s _ZIOYLB,_ | IZI0Z/0C/.  {€C89Esii6el f (ZLOZLEIL ‘.i.wwfx. NSJ

- ST - S SO 11 X V2 S| IO USRI ASR R 117 7T il T} 77 IO : éti .

- - R S L T T ~ ZIou9uL__s2\ezvuL .8«8_5_ . N TiowseL (T ve " Nod

- TS AR 114 1>, Joi | ST AR SR 11} 127/ RN = 17,37 TAL T 22l ..sl..ﬂm.lrnttilq. .H.Wf SmYsa Y

- - - - zig'zes  fog - . _zwoavar __iziogkdy N I _r2 i NS

~ R AR 0064685 2 OSLIF IO I 7,7, YT/ A1 .

Q - £ sk 006265  0S_ - ) ZI020VL__ T\0u8e

REN e e i e BOEARESS SO8 T e ia ELOCIOEIT e

- . l..,..c.l.!‘nll- N -...m_.po 0ss  j0s - ) { ] .NpscN..‘m.—.\w N—oNaQn

- . w T ooponm-#x‘... (oL SN S A ST S5 S A T 17V PP T2

N SR LA T _yoeens “los - LS ..Nas.m\mm\m:-_usspa

- = o = WOEBES. 08, o T IR ENOUEUSE gk 7

- - = R Jeroasuz ZLOULERL ..ngae E4025Z00EEE1 _

.. 1T N A S S5 s MU 1 A 2 4 : %HHJ.PH.?«.

- - i - - - - iZIoZ/9n 1 ziozem  lzlozus

L.

e e e e G O G l)!l..mmnm_.oonﬁ— el o ! e :
. esm—— i \l.. x LVWILFIAnFTanrI@..O\IHgH.NuwID.N&EnQIIPN_.ONBBP.I’!iOnn i W AR A %L’%.FNU i

- - - - - 1210uzee ZLWOTAMB | 20ZOS/L  '92€1 LOOEERL ’ z  Z0zeYe N vz - Zou

Wd (S'L GLOC/IOL/LL : . X3pukO

i TN DTN O e




