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REPORTS ANALYSIS DIVISION REFERRAL
TO

OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL

DATE: November 12, 2015

ANALYST: Nataliya Ioffe

L COMMITTEE: VoteVets.org Action Fund
C90010620
Peter Mellman, CFO o
2201 Wisconsin Avenue NW #320
Washington, DC 20007

I. RELEVANT STATUTES: 52 U.S.C. §30104(c) and (g) -
_ 11 CFR §109.10(b) and ()

III. BACKGROUND:

Failure to File Reports and Late Filing (Failure to. Timely File the 2014 July
Quarterly and Year-End Reports)

2014 July Quatterly Report

VoteVets.org Action Fund (“VotcVef's.org”) failed to timely file the 2014 July
Quarterly Report to support the independent expenditures totaling $295,086.46, disclosed
on its 24-Hour Report.

On June 6, 2014, VoteVets.org filed a 24-Hour Report disclosing two (2)

" independent expenditures totaling $295,086.46, made in opposition to one (1) federal

candidate, on Schedule 5-E (Itemized Independent Expenditures) (Images 14961236404-
05).

On August 5, 2014, a Notice of Failure to File was sent to VoteVets.org
referencing the 2014 July Quarterly Report. The Notice of Failure to File stated that
VoteVets.org may have failed to file the July Quarterly Report for the independent
expenditures made during the quarterly report coverage period of April 1, 2014 through
June 30, 2014 (Image 14330058905). '
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On August 8, 2014, VoteVets.org filed a 2014 July Quarterly Report disclosing
the independent expenditures totaling $295,086.46, which were previously reported on
the 24-Hour Report, filed on June 6, 2014 (Image 14950003253).!

2014 Year-End Report

VoteVets.org failed to timely file the 2014 Year-End Report to support the
independent expenditures totaling $786,219.19, disclosed on its 24-Hour Reports.

On October 8, 2014, VoteVets.org filed a 24-Hour Report- disclosing two (2)
independent expenditures totaling $309,422.10, made in opposition to one (1) federal
candidate, on Schedule 5-E (Images 14978102323-24).

On the same date, VoteVets.org filed another 24-Hour Report disclosing two (2)
independent expenditures totaling $291,797.09, made in support of one (1) federal
candidate, on Schedule 5-E (Images 14978102387-88).

Also on the same date, VoteVets.org filed a third 24-Hour Report disclosing one
(1) independent expenditure totaling $185,000.00, made in support of one (1) federal
candidate, on Schedule 5-E (Images 14978102426 -27).

On February 19, 2015, a Notice of Failure to File was sent to VoteVets.org
referencing the 2014 Year-End Report. The Notice of Failure to File stated that
VoteVets.org may have failed to file the Year-End Report for the independent
expenditures made during the quarterly report coverage period of October 1, 2014
through December 31, 2014 (Image 15330075856).

On September 10, 2015, a RAD Manager contacted Peter Mellman, the CFO of
VoteVets.org, to inform him about the failure to file the 2014 Year-End Report. The
RAD Manager indicated that the report was still outstanding and encouraged
VoteVets.org to file it with the Commission. The RAD Manager explained the matter
was referable and that VoteVets.org had the option to provide an additional explanation
for the public record (Attachment 2).

On September 21, 2015, a RAD Manager called Mr. Mellman to follow up on the
issue of the 2014 Year-End Report. Mr. Mellman indicated it would be filed in the next
few days. The RAD Manager also mentioned the late filing of the 2014 July Quarterly
Report, and explained that these matters would be referable for further review by another
Commission office. The RAD Manager reiterated that VoteVets.org had the option to
provide an additional explanation for the public record (Attachment 2).

' On August 25, 2014, a Request for Additional Information (RFAI) was sent to VoteVets.org referencing
the 2014 July Quarterly Report. The RFAI requested clarification concerning donations received to support
the disclosed independent expenditures (Image 14330059972). On September 26, 2014, VoteVets.org filed
a Miscellaneous Electronic Submission ("FEC Form 99") indicating that no donations were received for the
purpose of furthering the reported independént expenditures (Image 14031294207).
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