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REPORTS ANALYSIS DIVISION REFERRAL
TO

ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION OFFICE

DATE: September 29, 2015

ANALYST: Vicki Davis

L COMMITTEE: Vanila Singh for Congress 2014
C00554204
Thomas E. Montgomery III, Treasurer
P.O. Box 14037
Fremont, CA 94539

I. RELEVANTSTATUTES: 52 U.S.C.§30116(a)
: 11 CFR § 102.9(e)
11 CFR § 110.1(b)
. BACKGROUND:

Excessive, Prohibited and Other Impermissible Contributions: Failure to Refund,
Redesignate, or Reattribute Excessive and Prohibited Contributions Within the
Permissible Timeframe

Vanila Singh for Congress 2014 (“the Committee”) received 2014 General
Election contributions totaling $30,755.00 from thirteen (13) individuals that were not
refunded or redesignated within the permissible timeframe from the date Vanila Singh
(“the Candidate™) lost in the 2014 Primary Election. The contributions were disclosed on
the 2013 Year-End, 2014 April Quarterly, and 2014 12 Day Pre-Primary Reports
(Attachment 2).

2013 Year-End Report

On January 27, 2014, the Committee filed the 2013 Year-End Report covering the
period from October 1, 2013 to December 31, 2013 (Image 14940121670). This report
disclosed the receipt of 2014 General Election contributions totaling $17,200.00 from six
(6) individuals and one (1) corporation (Attachment 2).

On January 31, 2014, the Committee filed an Amended 2013 Year-End Report.
This report disclosed no change regarding the receipt of General Election contributions
from the original report (Image 14940318581).
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On March 13, 2014, a Request for Additional Information (RFAI) was sent to the
Committee referencing the Amended 2013 Year-End Report, received January 31, 2014.
Among other issues, the RFAI noted the Committee's receipt of the apparently prohibited
General Election contribution from a corporation and requested that the Committee take
corrective action (Image 14330047150).

On April 15, 2014, the Committee filed the 2014 April Quarterly Report covering
the period from January 1, 2014 to March 31, 2014 (Image 14960788895). This report
disclosed the refund of the $2,400.00 General Election contribution from a corporation
that was made within the permissible refund timeframe.

On June 3, 2014, the Candidate lost in the Primary Election for California’s 17th
Congressional District.

On October 15, 2014, the Committee filed the 2014 October Quarterly Report
covering the period from July 1, 2014 to September 30, 2014 (Image 14978268517).
This report disclosed refunds totaling $10,000.00 for General Election contributions
received during the 2013 Year-End reporting period from four (4) individuals, made
outside the permissible timeframe (Attachment 2).

On May 19, 2015, the Committee filed a Miscellaneous Paper Document (“FEC
Form 99”) outlining the corrective action taken regarding the outstanding General
Election contributions that were not previously remedied (Image 15951403357). The
refunds were made outside the permissible timeframe (Attachment 2).

On May 28, 2015', the Committee filed an FEC Form 99 that included copies of
refund checks totaling $4,800.00 for General Election contributions from two (2)
individuals mentioned in the May 19, 2015 FEC Form 99 (Image 15031430415).

On July 7, 2015, the Committee filed a 2015 July Quarterly Report covering the
period from April 1, 2015 to June 30, 2015. This report disclosed refunds totaling
$4,800.00 for General Election contributions received during the 2013 Year-End
reporting period from two (2) individuals, made outside the permissible timeframe
(Attachment 2).

2014 April Quarterly Report

On April 15, 2014, the Committee filed the 2014 April Quarterly Report covering
the period from January 1, 2014 to March 31, 2014 (Image 14960788895). This report
disclosed the receipt of 2014 General Election contributions totaling $8,130.00 from six
(6) individuals (Attachment 2).

! The Form 99 is a faxed document that was submitted on May 19, 2015, received by RAD on May 20,
2015, and appears on the public record with a receipt date of May 28, 2015.
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On October 15, 2014, the Committee filed the 2014 October Quarterly Report
covering the period from July 1, 2014 to September 30, 2014 (Image 14978268517).
This report disclosed a $2,600.00 refund made within the permissible timeframe to one
(1) individual for a 2014 General Election contribution received during the 2014 April
Quarterly reporting period. The report also disclosed refunds totaling $2,405.00 made
outside the permissible timeframe to two (2) individuals for 2014 General Election
contributions received during the 2014 April Quarterly period (Attachment 2).

On May 19, 2015, the Committee filed an FEC Form 99 (Image 15951403357).
The Form 99 stated, in part:

"The following were reattributed to spouses as was the original intent:

~ Manchikanti, Laxmaiah (Chandrakala) $2500
Mann, Dharam (Sunita) $2600
McKeen, Robert (Susan) $2400" (Image 15951403357).

On the same date, the Committee filed an Amended 2014 April Quarterly Report
(Image 15951403540). This report disclosed a reattribution of the January 27, 2014
contribution in the amount of $2,400.00 from Robert McKeen to Susan McKeen, as
indicated in the May 19, 2015 FEC Form 99.

\

'2014 12 Day Pre-Primary Report

On May 22, 2014, the Committee filed the 2014 12 Day Pre-Primary Report
covering the period from April 1, 2014 to May 14, 2014 (Image 14941254635). This
report disclosed the receipt of 2014 General Election contributions totaling $5,200.00
from two (2) individuals.

On August 4, 2014, the Committee filed an Amended 2014 12 Day Pre-Primary
Report (Image 14962173091). This report disclosed data entry corrections that included
the redesignation of 2014 Primary Election contributions to the 2014 General Election,
totaling $12,825.00 from five (5) individuals, in addition to the General Election
contributions disclosed on the original report (Attachment 2).

On October 15, 2014, the Committee filed the 2014 October Quarterly Report
covering the period from July 1, 2014 to September 30, 2014 (Image 14978268517).
Among other refunds, this report disclosed refunds totaling $5,200.00 made outside the
permissible timeframe to two (2) individuals for 2014 General Election contributions
received during the 2014 12 Day Pre-Primary reporting period (Attachment 2).

On February 2, 2015, an RFAI was sent to the Committee referencing the 2014
October Quarterly Report. The RFAI noted the Committee’s receipt of General Election
contributions throughout the 2014 election cycle and requested that the Committee refund
the contributions since the Candidate would not participate in the General Election
(Image 15330073272).



On March 10, 2015 and May 12, 2015, the Reports Analysis Division (RAD)
Analyst spoke to the Treasurer, Thomas E. Montgomery III, regarding the General
Election contributions received during the 2013-2014 election cycle. The Analyst
explained that General Election contributions not refunded or refunded late may be
referred for further Commission action. The Analyst encouraged the Committee to take
additional corrective action and provide an explanation for the public record (Attachment
3).

On May 19, 2015, the Committee filed an FEC Form 99 outlining the corrective
action taken regarding the 2014 General Election contributions. The refunds were made -
outside the permissible timeframe (Attachment 2). In addition, the Form 99 stated that
the contribution in the amount of $2,500.00 from Laxmaiah Manchikanti was reattributed
to Chandrakala Manchikanti, the contribution in the amount of $2,600.00 from Dharam
Mann was reattributed to Sunita Mann, per the contributors' original intent’ (Image
15951403357).

On the same date, the Committee filed an Amended 2014 12 Day Pre-Primary
Report (Image 15970710184). This report disclosed reattribution of contributions
totaling $5,200.00 from two (2) individuals, as indicated in the May 19, 2015 FEC Form
99.

On May 28, 2015>, the Committee filed an FEC Form 99 that included copies of
refund checks with respect to the 2014 General Election contributions mentioned in the
May 19, 2015 Form 99. The Form 99 stated, in part, "Please see attached check copies .of
what was paid back on April 4. Three other checks where reatributed [sic] to spouses.*"
The Form 99 also disclosed copies of refund checks totaling $7,725.00 to three (3)
individuals who had made 2014 General Election contributions during the 12 Day Pre-
Primary reporting period (Image 15031430415).

On July 7, 2015, the RAD Analyst called Mr. Montgomery to confirm the
corrective action taken in regards to the reattributed contributions from three (3)
individuals detailed in the May 19, 2015 FEC Form 99 (Attachment 3).

On July 7, 2015, the Committee filed a 2015 July Quarterly Report covering the
period from April 1, 2015 to June 30, 2015. This report disclosed refunds totaling
$7,725.00 for General Election contributions received during the 2014 12 Day Pre-
Primary reporting period from three (3) individuals, made outside the permissible
timeframe (Attachment 2).

% The Committee subsequently confirmed these contributions were redesignated toward Ms. Manchikanti
and Ms. Mann's respective 2014 Primary Election limits. _

* The Form 99 is a faxed document that was submitted on May 19, 2015, received by RAD on May 20,
2015, and appears on the public record with a receipt date of May 28, 2015.

* The reattributed checks were designated to the 2014 General Election, and still required timely refunds.
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To date, no further communications have been received from the Committee
regarding this matter.
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