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REPORTS ANALYSIS DIVISION REFERRAL
TO

ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION OFFICE

DATE: June 3, 2015

ANALYST: Nataliya loffe

L. COMMITTEE: | US Chamber of Commerce
C90013145
Abby Majlak, Sr. Manager of
PAC Operations
1615 H Street NW
Washington, DC 20062

. RELEVANT STATUTES: 52 U.S.C. § 30104(g)
: 11 CFR §109.10(c) and (e)

[II.  BACKGROUND:
Failure to Provide Supporting Schedules (Failure to File 48-Hour Reports)

The U.S Chamber of Commerce (“the Chamber") failed to file a 48-Hour Report
to support an independent expenditure totaling $50,000.00 disclosed on the 2014 October
Quarterly Report, made during the reporting period up to and including the 20" day
before the 2014 General Election (Attachment 2).

On October 15, 2014, the Chamber filed its 2014 October Quarterly Report
covering the period from July 1, 2014 through September 30, 2014. Schedule 5-E
(Itemized Independent Expenditures) of the report disclosed sixty-seven (67) independent
expenditures totaling $11,984,262.53, made in support of or in opposition to thirty-four
(34) federal candidates. The Chamber failed to file a 48-Hour Report to support an
independent expenditure totaling $50,000.00 for the 2014 General Election (Attachment
2, Images 14978329235-58). '

On January 28, 2015, a Request for Additional Information (RFAI) was sent to
the Chamber referencing the 2014 October Quarterly Report. Among other items, the
RFAI noted that the Chamber may have failed to file a 48-Hour Report for an




I

independent expenditure disclosed on Schedule 5-E of the 2014 October Quarterly
Report (Image 15330072961).

On March 4, 2015, the Chamber filed a Miscellaneous Electronic Submission
("FEC Form 99") which stated, in part:

"Your letter asks about an expenditure of $50,000 made on 9/22/14 for
internet advertising opposing Jeanne Shaheen. Your letter notes that there
is not a corresponding entry on a 48-hour report for this expenditure.
Around the time that this expenditure occurred, the employee who was
responsible for initiating the payment and reporting of independent
expenditures was in the process of winding down his employment with the
Chamber. For reasons that are unknown to the Chamber, he initiated
payment of this particular expenditure but may not have initiated a
corresponding 48-hour report per the Chamber[']s protocol. The Chamber
included the expenditure in its October quarterly report which was
prepared and filed after the employee[]s departure. The Chamber has
taken steps to ensure that the new employee responsible for FEC reporting
understands that expenditures such as the one involving Jeanne Shaheen
must be reported to the FEC within the designated time periods” (Images
15950839760-1).

On the same day, the Chamber filed an Amended 2014 October Quarterly Report
that disclosed no changes from the original report with regard to the apparent missing 48-
Hour Report (Image 15970292360).

On March 10 and 12, 2015, the Reports Analysis Division (RAD) Analyst left
voice mail messages for Abby Majlak, the Chamber's Senior Manager of PAC
Operations. The Analyst asked Ms. Majlak to return the calls so they could discuss an
outstanding matter on the 2014 October Quarterly Report (Attachment 3).

On March 17, 2015, the RAD Analyst told Ms. Majlak that the missing 48-Hour
Report cited in the RFAI will be referred for further Commission action, The Analyst
informed Ms. Majlak that the explanation provided in the FEC Form 99 will be taken into
consideration. The Analyst asked if the Chamber wanted to add anything to the public
record before the matter is referred. Ms. Majlak said she would check with her colleague
and get back to the Analyst (Attachment 3).

On March 24, 2015, the RAD Analyst followed up with Ms. Majlak asking if the
Chamber wanted to provide further clarification about this matter. Ms. Majlak said she
would make a decision within a day and get back to the Analyst (Attachment 3).

On March 25, 2015, Ms. Majlak called the RAD Analyst and said the Chamber
would not be filing any further clarification about this issue (Attachment 3).




To date, no additional information has been provided by the Chamber regarding
this matter.
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