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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, DC 20463

February 21, 2014

Ms. Joyce Dickerson
1728 Emerald Valley Road
Columbia, SC 29210

Re: ADR 695 (P-MUR: 568)
Committee to Elect Joyce Dickerson for US Senate and Joyce chkerson, Treasurer

Dear Ms. Dickersaa:

On December 17, 2013, you submitted a sua sponte submission indicating possible
violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended.

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the Commission determined to
exerclse its prosecutorial discretion and take no further action against the Committee to Elect
Joyce Dickerson for US Senate and Joyce Dickerson, Treasurer (Respondents or the Committee).
In its memorandum to the Commission, dated Febmary 6, 2014, this office recommmentled:

SUMMARY:: Due to the low dollar amaunt at issue and the efforts to remedy the arar, the ADR
Office recammends this matter be disiissad. Tha Committee to Elect Joyce Dickerson for US
Senate and Joyce Dickerson, Treasurer, (Respondents or the Committee) filed a sua sponte

_submission dated December 17, 2013, indicating that disclaimers were inadvertently omitted

from some printed materials distributed by the Committee. In a second submission dated January
2, 2014, Respondents estimate that 50-75 walking cards and less than 50 yard signs lacking
disclaimers were distributed. The cost of these items totals $151.00. In the sua sponte
submissions, Respondents indicate that every effort is being made to immediately identify the
distributed nuaterials, recail them, and affix stickers containing & disclaimer. '

In the second submission, Respaadents provide a sample of the disalaimer stickers attached to
the recailed materials. Pwasuant to 2. USC §441d and 11 CFR §110.11, a disclaimar identifying
the committee who paid for thc communication is required for public communications autherized
and paid for by a candidate’s principal campaign committee. In addition, 110.11(c)(2)(), (ii), and
(iii) require that the disclaimer be set apart in a printed box, be of sufficient type size as to be
clearly readable, and that there must be a reasonable degree of color contrast between the print
and the background. In this instance, the black print on the white stickers provides ample
contrast and the type size appears clearly readable. However, there is no printed box on the
stickers. While this is technically noncomplian:, on some of the materials the white stickers
themselves clearly cotrtrast the backgreund of the printed materials. On other mtaterialg, the white
backgrecund does not comtrnnt, but the disalaimer is placed eentrally on the communication
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- making it clearly visible. Lastly, the Committee name appears as the “committee to elect Joyce

Dickerson to the US Senate” and the “committee to elect Joyce Dickerson US Senate” rather
than the “Committee to Elect Joyce Dickerson for US Senate”. While this is in error, because

~ there are no similarly-named committees, it is unlikely that the public suffered any harm or

confusion based on these minor errors. Due to the low dollar amount in violation, Respondents’
efforts to remedy the errors, and the fact that the public is not likely to suffer harm from the
techmicai deficiencies in Respanderts dischaimer stickers, the ADR Office recommends the
Cammission exercise prosecutorial discretion and dismiss the taatter. Heckler v. Chaney 470
U.S. 821 (1985). :

Accordingly, the Commission closed its file in this matter on February 20, 2014.

The FEC is obligated by federal regulations to make a finding to terminate its
proceedings public, as well as the basis therefore. 11 C.F.R.§ 111.20(b). In addition, the
Commission will also place on the record copies of the submission and reports prepared for tho
Cocamission by this office to assini inx its consideratian of this matter. In accordance wiih fedoml
statute, copies of doeuments relative to this matter will be forwarded to the FEC’s Public
Information Office. :

If you have any questions regarding-this matter, please contact this office.
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