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OFFICE OF Gilitn Treasurer

SEN SITW} KoL September 28, 2012

Anthony Herman, Esq.
General Counsel - Federal Election Commission

999 E Street, NW MUR # __Q— (D 52

Washington, DC 20463

Dear Mr. Herman:

Qn behalf of the Pennsylvania Democratic Party | am writing to bring to your attention what we believe is a deliberate
violation of federal campaign finance law by the Rothfus for Congress and Tom Smith for Senate campaigns. Both of the these
campaigns, Keith Rothfus for Congress (PA — 12) and Tora Smith for Senate, Inc. are the principat cormmittees for these
Republican nomiaces in this fell’s general election. }. A search of Federal Election Commissiar: recerds does not indicate that
either committee has created a joint fundraising committee far the purpose of undertaking any Jeint fuadraising.

Attached to the letter (Exhibit A} is an invitation sent out collectively by Rothfus for Congress and Tom Smith for
Senate for a joint fundraising event to be held on October 2n 2012 in Greensburg, Pennsylvania. This invitation solicits donors
to allocate “as they see fit” a suggested contribution of $500 for the general election of these two candidates. The invitation
does not make clear how contributions to the event are to be allocated, that donor’s contlzibutions wifl be subject to
reallocation If they are maxed cut to one committee er the ather, nor does it explain that doners are permitted to earmark
their cuntribution to ane committee or the other as required by 11 C.F.R. § 102.17(c)(2.

Federal Election Commission regulations require that such events be organized as a joint fundraising event in
according to Commission regulations at 11 C.F.R. § 102.17. These regulations ensure that joint events provide proper notice
to donors as to the allocation of contributions, inform the general public that a joint event is being undertaken, and that
fundraising expenses are properly allocated amongst its participants. In recent MUR 5780, the Commission held that a
candidate for United States Senate and a party committee violated Commission regulations for failing to establish a joint
fundraising committee for a joint event that was held at the same time and same place, and violated the Commission’s donor
notice requirements found in 11 C.F.R. § 102.17(c}(2).

We request that the Commiasion promptly and aggressixely investigate this clear vinlation of faderal campaign finence
regulations and seek any and all injunctive and financial penalties permitted by law and that the committees be raquired to
pay civil penalties similar to those levied by the Commission in MUR 5780.

Sincerely,

,4 . /a% | a4l

Aubrey Montgofmery

Finance Direcjor - sylvania Democratic Party

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

NOTARIAL SEAL SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED before me this L% day of September, 2012 Notary

JOHN D. LIBERT, Notary Public
City of Philadelphie; Phila. County
My Commission Expires May 7, 2014
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