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November 23,2010 

Christopher Hughey 
Acting General Counsel 
Federal Election Commission 
999 E Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20463 

Dear Mr. Hughey: 

LLP 1726 M Street •Bsuite 600 
Washington DC 20036-4523 

202.328.3500 I office 
202.328.6918 I fax 
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I am writing on behalf of Washington Community Action Network ("Washington CAN"), a 
Washington State nonprofit corporation that is exempt fi-om federal income tax under section 
501(c)(4) of the Internal Revenue Code and that is a client of this law firm. In accordance with 
the Commission's Notice 2007-8, Policy Regarding Self-Reporting of Campaign Finance 
Violations (Sua Sponte Submissions), Washington CAN wishes to notify the Commission of a 
violation that has come to the attention of the organization. 

As described in the enclosed declaration from Washington CAN's Executive Director William 
Pittz, Washington CAN made expenditures of less than $10,000 to distribute by hand literature 
expressly advocating the election of a federal candidate within 20 days of the federal election on 
November 2,2010. For a number of reasons, notably a fundamental misunderstanding of the 
impact of the Supreme Court's decision in the Citizens United case, Washington CAN failed to 
report these independent expenditures as required by 2 U.S.C. § 434(c). 

Having identified this violation, Washington CAN is immediately putting into place more 
thorough board and staff training regarding legal compliance in this area and has sought qualified 
counsel to advise the organization in this area of law. 

Washington CAN is prepared to cooperate fully in any investigation of this matter. We request 
that this matter be handled on an expedited basis under the Commission's policy on self-reported 
violations. Because Washington CAN has acted on its own initiative to bring this matter to the 
Commission's attention, and due to the limited scope of this violation and the steps already taken 
to prevent further violations, we request that the Commission consider abating or reducing the 
amount of any fine assessed against the organization. 

I look forward to the opportunity to discuss this matter with you further at your convenience. 

Sincerely, 

John Pomeranz 

Enclosure: Declaration of William Pittz, Executive Director, Washington CAN 
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DECLARATIOM WILLIAM ̂ ITTZ,:EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
WASHINGTON CoMiyiuNity ActioNNEtwoRK (WAiSHiNfiTON CAN) 

1. Mynaixie is William Pittz, 

% I am a citizen ofthe United States and a residentof Washingtoti States 

3 . I am the jgxecutive director of Washiiigtoh Community Action Network 
("Washington CAN"), a pbsitiori I have held since Juiie of2006. 

4i From October 11 through the election held on Npvejnber 2,2010, Washington 
^ CAN coiiducted a cŝ vass thaiihclu40d. the distribution of literature that 
H e'xpreŝ  advocated the reelection of Sjenator Patty Murray. 
QD 

H 5.. The literature ê res.sly jadvocaiting for the reelection of Senator Murray that was' 
^ distribute thrQugb the canvass described above wios produced aiid paid for by ih:e 
p organisation OneAmerica Votes ahdprcfvidî  to Washington CAN at no cost to 

Wiashington CAN. With tiie preimi$sii0n.of Washmgton tjANi the literature 
HI produced by OheAmericsl Votes inctuded; the ŝ̂ ^̂  it was "paid fof' by 
^ OnieAmericci Votes and Washington CAN and included the address Of each 

prganizalion. The literature did not include a statement that it was not authorized 
by any candidate or committee. 

6.: The .total expenditures for the Washington CAN canvas.s through which, the 
literature expressly adyocating the reeilectionof Senator Murray was distributed 
was;:ai)prô  of:which;approximately $8135 was expended, between 
October 14 ani OctObc* 31,2010. 

7. On Thursday, November 18, {2010,1 became aware of a compliediit filed against 
OheAnxeriipa Votes with the Washington State Piiblic Discllssur̂  Coitunission 
(;TPC") dleging thatihat OneAmerica: Votes had violated applicable staite 
electiion law; Prompted by the qiife$ti0tis il̂ sied abQut the state electio]]; activities: 
of OneAmerica Votê ; 1 ait£aige4:fcr Wâ  outside 
counsel and instructed idie staĵ ofWaslû  counsel toj 
determine whisiher the activities and expenditures of WasMngtOii CAN related to 
the ifederal election complied with applicable federal election law. 

8. Prior to the election, I recall reading more thaii one ^clei: iin: the print or online 
news niedia tiiat sujggested to me that, as a result of iiie Supreme Court's decision 
in the so-called ''Citizerts Unvtedcs&;Q," ihaX were free to 
sUjijpoit or oppose candidates for office smd thus such activities did not iieed to be 
reported to tiie F̂  Election Commission. 

S. .Piriorto the election/! did not anange to have Washington CAN retain counsel to 
adviise on "whether tjhe orgaiiization'sr electoral activities entailed any obligation to 
regist<̂ :Qr file reports with the Federal Election Commission. 



10. No fimds used: for any communication in which a cahdidate for federal office: y/̂  
clearly identified were provided fo Washington CAN for the .specific purpose of 
makinig the; communications described herein. 

i l . i haye iiistrueted the Washington CAN staff aiid cojimsel to prepare the year-end 
.Riepprt of Independent ExpencQtures Made;jEuid Conbibutibns Received (FEC 
Form 5) and to file :this report no later, t ^ Jianuary 31 deadline for filing, 

I declare under peiialty of peijiuy under the law of die United States of Aitierica that, the; 
foregoing is true ieind correct to the bj$stx)f my knowledge. 

CQ 
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rsj William Pittz, Executiye Director Date 
O Washington CAN 
OD 
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9. Prior to the election, articles were published in the print or online news media that 
suggested to OneAmerica Votes staff fhat, as a result of the Supreme Court's 
decision in the so-called "CV/rzê - United ease" that 501(c)(4) corporations were 
free to support or oppose candidates for ofTice and thus such activities did not 
need to be reported to the Federal Election Conunission. 

10. Prior to the election, I did not arrange to have OneAmerica Votes retain counsel 
to advise on whether the organization's electoral activities entailed any obligation 
to register or file reports with either the PDC or the Federal Election Commission. 

11. Prompted by the questions raised about the state election activities of 
OneAmerica Votes, 1 instructed the staff of OneAmerica Votes to retain qualified 

ci outside counsel and to wbrk with that counsel to determine whether the activities 
H and expenditures of OneAmerica Votes related to the federal election complied 
^ with applicable federal election law. 

Q) 12. No funds used for any communication in which a candidate for federal office was 
H clearly identified were provided to OneAmerica Votes for the specific purpose of 

making the communications described herein. 
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13.1 have instructed the OneAmerica Votes staff and counsel to prepare the year-end 
Report of Independent Expenditures Made and Conttibutions Received (FEC 
Form 5) and to file this report no later than the January 31 deadline for filing. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the law of the United States of America that the 
foregoing is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

Pramila Jayapal, Executive Director Date 
OneAmerica Votes 
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