
Ms. Lynn M. Fraser, Acting Director
Alternative Dispute Resolution Office
Federal Elections Commission
Washington, DC

Dear Ms. Fraser

Thank you very much for contacting the Joe Lavigne for Congress campaign regarding
outstanding clerical issues related to our FEC filings in the 2006 election cycle. You had instructed us to

h» respond regarding the items addressed in letters from the FEC dated August 8,2006, December 5,2006
1*1 (2), and January 18,2007.
Kl
O We believe all issues raised by the August 8,2006, letter regarding our July 2006 quarterly report
40 were responded to and corrected by our amended July 2006 quarterly report, filed September 7, 2006.
rsi We have taken the further step of addressing the itemized contributions referenced in the August 8,2006,
O letter in the attached spreadsheet, but if any outstanding issues remain regarding those contributions or
0) the other issues raised in the letter, please advise us.
•H
co Because the campaign and its entire staff had totally disbanded immediately following the
<N November 7,2006, election date, the campaign was not even aware of the three letters sent in December

of 2006 and January of 2007 and the issues of concern in them until we were recently contacted by you
regarding those outstanding issues.

After being notified of these letters, we have reviewed them and understand the main issues
raised by the letters were contributions designated as primary contributions which apparently should not
have been. It is first important to note that it was our understanding that due to the unique open primary
system with a December runoff election that Louisiana operated under at the time, candidates for federal
office in Louisiana during the 2006 cycle were allowed to accept contributions for three elections: a
primary, a general, and a runoff, even though there were only actual two occasions on which actual voting
occurred - the general election in November and the runoff election in December. Thus candidates were
allowed to accept a total of $6300 for the whole cycle from a single contributor, while being required to
return anything over $4200 if the candidate did not make the runoff election.

In the process of finally reviewing the FEC's letters and contributions referenced, it has since
come to our attention that the final qualifying date for the election, August 11,2006, was considered the
primary election date, after which contributions could not be designated for the primary. We had
continued to designate contributions for the primary after August 11 because we were under the
impression that what was under common parlance "the primary", the election held on November 7,2006,
was also considered by the FEC as the primary election. We were mistaken in this view.

Furthermore, during our race we were using a new software program for our FEC filings which
contained numerous bugs that plagued us for months, among those having the software by default file
everything as a primary contribution even if the same contributor had given to the general as well, ie more
than $2100.

Therefore, attached is a spreadsheet detailing each contribution in question, the date of the
contribution, the amount, what the contribution was designated as, and what it should have been
designated as, as well as what if any amount should have been or was returned after the election. The
contributions referenced in the August 8, 2006, letter are also included on this spreadsheet, even though
we believe those misdesignations were corrected by the amended July 2006 quarterly report filed
September 7, 2006.



In the course of the subsequent analysis, it has come to our attention that a couple of
contributions that were misdesignated as primary contributions, again owing to the discrepancy between
what was considered the primary date and the actual first election, means that subsequent contributions
from some contributors should have been designated as runoff contributions, and thus returned in part to
those contributors. The affected contributors include: Mr. Ray Oden, who gave contributions we
understood as applying to Primary 2006 and General 2006, but should have been designated as General
2006 and Runoff 2006, meaning Mr. Oden is owed a $2100 refund; and Mr. Frank DeSalvo, who gave
what we understood as $2100 for Primary 2006 and $900 for General 2006, but also should have been
designated as General 2006 and Runoff 2006, and thus Mr. DeSalvo is owed a $900 refund. The
campaign account will dispatch these refunds shortly.

Finally, the only other contribution under question, from Mr. Robert Judice, we believe to be a
simple data entry error. We have ordered bank records to confirm this, but we believe the check was

oo written and received on election day, November 7,2006, and should have been reported as received that
Nl date and designated for General 2006.
1*1
O Thank you again for contacting us and entering us into the Alternative Dispute Resolution
co process. Please advise us on what steps we need to take next to resolve the matters still outstanding
<N and ultimately to close the Joe Lavigne for Congress campaign account We appreciate your guidance
O and patience and look forward to working with you to bring this matter to closure.
0)
•H Sincerely,
CO
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