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I * FED= ELECTION COMMISSION 
- Washington, DC 20463 

Cat& Number: ADR 174 

Case Name: Ohio State RRpublican Party 
SOWCX. RR 04L-02 

NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT 

I 

This matter was initiated by the Federal EIection Commission (‘%e Commission”) pursuant 
to information ascertained in the n o d  course of carrying out its supeMsory responsibilities. 
Following a review of the record and in an effort to promote compliance with the Federal Election 
Campaign Act of 197 1, as mended (“the FECA” or “Act”), and to resoive this matter, the 
Conamission entered into negotiations with Glenn Wtthem, CFO on behalf of the Ohio State 
Republican Party and Sarah Brown, Treasurer (the ccRespndents’7). It is understood that this 
agreement will have no precedential vdue relative to any other matters coming before the 
Commission. 

Negotiations between the Commission and the Respondents have addressed all the issues 
raised in this matter. The paxties have agreed to resolve the matter according to the following terms: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

The Commission has entered into this agreement as part of its responsibility for 
administering the Federal Election Campaign Act and in an effort to promote 
compliance with the E A  on the part of the Respondent. The Commission’s use of 
ADR procedures is authorized in “The Administrative Dispute Resolution Act of 1996”, 
5 U.S.C. § 572 andisanextensionof2U.S.C. § 4378. 

The Respondents have voluntarily entered into this agreement with the Commission. 

The Reports Analysis Division (RAD) determined, after reviewing Respondents’ August 
2003 Monthly Report, that they failed to explain a $144,725, or 31 1.9%, increase in 
reported receipts onthe afoErnentiond Report. Respondents reported on August 20, 
2003 no itemized contributions fiom individualdpersons other than political 
committees, no unitemized contributions h m  in&vidualdpom other tbm palitid 
committees and no contriiutions fhm political party committees or other federal 
receipts. On September 18,2003 Respondenfs filed 8tl mmdment to their August 2003 
Monthly Report disclosing $23,880 in itemized contrjiiiutions fiom individuals/persons, 
$75,962.97 in unitemized contributions, $1,442.85 in comi%utions fiom political 
committees and $43,439.57 in additional receipts. 

Respondents acknowkdged the reporting errors and in response to a Request For 
Additional Information (RFAI) advised that additional receipts disclosed on 8x1 amended 
report were not included on the original filing due to corruption on their database. 

Each treasurer of a political committee shall file reports of receipts and disbursements in 
accordance with the provisions of the Act. 2 U.S.C. 0 434(a)(1). 
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7. 

8. 

Reports required under provision of 2 U.S.C. 9 434 shall disc€ose for the reporting 
period the total amount of all receipts and the total amount of all receipts in the 
following Categories: contributions fiorn persons other than political committees; 
contributions &om politid party committees; and dividends, interest, and other forms 
of receipts, ritter alia. 2 U.S.C. 05 434@)(2)(A), (C), (6) and 11 C.F.R. #j 
104.3(a)(2)(i)(A), (B) and 104.3(a)(2)(ii) and (Viii) 

Respondents acknowledged filing the subject August Report with incomplete data rather 
than not file. Immediately after filing the aforementioned Report, they advised ]RAD that 
they were having problems retrieving contri%utor information. In mder to resolve this 
maaer and avoid similar problems in the m e ,  Respondents agree to: 1) select at least 
two individuals fkom the staff of the State Party to attend, w i e  twelve months of the 
effective date of this agreement, a FEC seminar on Federal election campaign reporting 
requirements; arid 2) pay a civil penalty of $2,000. 

Respondents agree that all idormation provided to resolve this matter is true and 
accurate to the best of their knowledge and that they s@ this agreement under penalty 
of perjury pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 0 1746. 

10. The parties agree that if the Respondents fid to comply with the terms of this 
settlement, the Commission may undertake civil action in the U.S. District Court for the 
District of Columbia to secure compliance andor fbrward any outstanding civil penalty 
to the US Treasuty for collection. 

11. This agreement will become effective on the date signed by dl the parties and approved 
by the Commission. Respondents shall comply with the terms of settlement iisted in 
paragraph seven (7) within twelve (12) months for item om (1) and within sixty (60) 

n days for item two (2) which shall be paid in two equal payments following the effective 
date of this agreement. 

12. This Negotiated Settlement constitutes the entire agreemeat between the parties on 
ADR 1 7 4 m  04L-02 and effectively resolves this matter. No other statement, promise 
or Agreement, either written or oral, made by either party, not included in herein, sW1 
be enforceable. 

FOR THlE COMMISSION: 

Resolution office 

Ohio State Republican Party 


