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24L-51

REPORTS ANALYSIS DIVISION REFERRAL
TO

ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION OFFICE

DATE: December 10, 2024
ANALYST: Nataliya loffe

L. COMMITTEE: Kumar for Congress
C00695866
Gary Tasser, Treasurer (4/11/23 — present)
2200 Laurelwood Rd.
Santa Clara, CA 95054

II. RELEVANT STATUTE: 11 C.F.R. § 102.9(e)
11 C.F.R. § 110.1(b)(3)(1) and (5)(i1)(C)

I1I. BACKGROUND:

Excessive, Prohibited and Other Impermissible Contributions: Failure to Refund
2024 General Election Contributions Within Permissible Timeframe

Kumar for Congress (“the Committee”) received 2024 General Election
contributions from individuals totaling $46,300.00 that were not remedied within the
permissible timeframe from the date Rishi Kumar (“the Candidate™) lost the 2024 Primary
Election, March 5, 2024. Of this amount, the Committee refunded $9,900.00 outside of the
permissible timeframe and redesignated $36,400.00 outside of the permissible timeframe
(Attachment 1).

2023 Year-End Report

During the 2023 Year-End reporting period, October 1, 2023 through December
31, 2023, the Committee received 2024 General Election contributions totaling $29,800.00
from individuals that were not remedied within the permissible timeframe (Attachment 1).

On March 5, 2024, the Candidate lost the Primary Election for California’s 16"
Congressional District.

On June 6, 2024, a Request for Additional Information (RFAI) was sent to the
Committee referencing the 2024 April Quarterly Report. The RFAI noted the Committee’s
receipt of apparent 2024 General Election contributions that were not refunded or
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redesignated within the permissible timeframe from the date the Candidate lost the Primary
Election and requested that the Committee take corrective action concerning these
contributions.

On October 15, 2024, the Committee filed an Amended 2023 Year-End Report that
included memo text for the 2024 General Election contributions, which stated: “This is
being redesignated to the Primary 2026 run. See form 99 submitted 9/29/24.”

The Committee disclosed redesignations made outside of the permissible
timeframe, totaling $29,800.00, for the 2024 General Election contributions received
during the 2023 Year-End period (Attachment 1).

2024 12-Day Pre-Primary Report

During the 2024 12-Day Pre-Primary reporting period, January 1, 2024 through
February 14, 2024, the Committee received a 2024 General Election contribution of
$1,700.00 from an individual that was not remedied within the permissible timeframe
(Attachment 1).

On March 5, 2024, the Candidate lost the Primary Election for California’s 16"
Congressional District.

On June 6, 2024, an RFAI was sent to the Committee referencing the 2024 April
Quarterly Report. The RFAI noted the Committee’s receipt of apparent 2024 General
Election contributions that were not refunded or redesignated within the permissible
timeframe from the date the Candidate lost the Primary Election and requested that the
Committee take corrective action concerning these contributions.

The Committee disclosed a refund for the $1,700.00 2024 General Election
contribution received during the 2024 12-Day Pre-Primary period, which was made outside
of the permissible timeframe (Attachment 1).

2024 April Quarterly Report

During the 2024 April Quarterly reporting period, February 15, 2024 through
March 31, 2024, the Committee received 2024 General Election contributions totaling
$14,800.00 from individuals that were not remedied within the permissible timeframe
(Attachment 1).

On March 5, 2024, the Candidate lost the Primary Election for California’s 16"
Congressional District.

On June 6, 2024, an RFAI was sent to the Committee referencing the 2024 April
Quarterly Report. The RFAI noted the Committee’s receipt of apparent 2024 General
Election contributions that were not refunded or redesignated within the permissible
timeframe from the date the Candidate lost the Primary Election and requested that the
Committee take corrective action concerning these contributions.
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On July 10, 2024, the Committee filed an Amended 2024 April Quarterly Report,
which disclosed additional 2024 General Election contributions.

On August 25, 2024, an RFAI was sent to the Committee referencing the Amended
2024 April Quarterly Report, received July 10, 2024. The RFAI noted the Committee’s
receipt of additional apparent 2024 General Election contributions that were not refunded
or redesignated within the permissible timeframe from the date the Candidate lost the
Primary Election and requested that the Committee take corrective action concerning these
contributions.

On September 29, 2024, the Committee filed an FEC Form 99 (Miscellaneous
Electronic Submission) in response to the RFAI referencing the Amended 2024 April
Quarterly Report. The FEC Form 99 stated, in part:

“Regarding General Election Contributions

We did contact each donor and offered them a refund.
We have refunded General Election contributions to
LASTNAME FIRSTNAME AMOUNT
BoraDhiraj$3250

BoraRekha$3250

ZhuYichen$1700

ZhouYang$1700

A few donors wanted to transfer the funds to a future
election. We will be attributing the General Election
Contributions to a future election for the following:

LASTNAME FIRSTNAME AMOUNT
YadavLali$3300
YadavRishi$3300
SomaniJayant$3300
SomaniSumita$3300
PatiManas$3300
MishraSasmita$3300
MoorthyRam$3300
MoorthyShyamal$3300
KumarRishub$3300
Chiluvuri Preeti $1700
Penmetsa Arun $1700
Thirumale Mohan$3300
Thirumale Vandana $3300.”

On October 15, 2024, the Committee filed an Amended 2024 April Quarterly
Report that included memo text for the 2024 General Election contributions, which stated:
“This is being redesignated to the Primary 2026 run. See form 99 submitted 9/29/24.”
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The Committee disclosed redesignations made outside of the permissible
timeframe, totaling $6,600.00, and refunds made outside of the permissible timeframe,
totaling $8,200.00, for the 2024 General Election contributions received during the 2024
April Quarterly period (Attachment 1).

On November 21, 2024, the Committee filed an additional FEC Form 99 stating:

“This is in response to... Reports Analysis Division, Federal
Election Commission’s November 7, 2024 message
requesting us to provide the date(s) when the general
election contributions were redesignated.

Our filings and amendments beginning June 2024 ! made the
update. We were not aware that redesignations must have
been made within 60 days of the candidate’s primary
election loss to be considered a permissible remedy.

We acknowledge the error made by our campaign.”

Since July 23, 2024, the Reports Analysis Division (RAD) logged thirteen (13)
communications with a representative of the Committee which reflect efforts to help the
Committee voluntarily comply with the Act. RAD was able to connect with the Committee
on three (3) occasions by phone and two (2) occasions via email and notified the Candidate
that the Committee would be referred to another Commission office for further review
(Attachment 2). To date, no further communications have been received from the
Committee regarding this matter.

Filings and correspondence related to the Committee can be found here: Kumar for
Congress.

! As the Committee’s amended reports did not provide clear redesignation dates, RAD is using July 2024 as
the redesignation timeframe for the purposes of this referral, in accordance with the November 21, 2024
Form 99 that stated that the redesignations occurred when the Committee began filing amendments to the
2024 reports. These amendments were filed on July 8, 9, and 10, 2024. (The Committee did not file any
reports or amendments in June 2024.)


https://8,200.00
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2024 General Election Contributions Remedied Outside Permissible Timeframes, Listed by Contributor

Bora, Dhiraj 2/20/2024 $3.250.00
Bora, Dhiraj 9/20/2024 -$3,250.00 $3.250.00
Bora, Rekha 2/20/2024 $3.250.00
Bora, Rekha 9/20/2024 -$3.250.00 $3.250.00
Chiluvuri, Preeti 12/18/2023 $1.700.00
Chiluvuri, Preeti 7/2024%* -$1,700.00 $1.700.00
Mishra, Sasmita 2/21/2024 $3.300.00
Mishra, Sasmita 7/2024%* -$3,300.00 $3.300.00
Moorthy, Ram 12/30/2023 $3,300.00
Moorthy, Ram 7/2024%* -$3.300.00 $3.300.00
Moorthy, Shyamal 12/30/2023 $3,300.00
Moorthy, Shyamal 7/2024%* -$3.300.00 $3.300.00
Pati, Manas 2/21/2024 $3.300.00
Pati, Manas 7/2024% -$3.300.00 $3.300.00
Penmetsa, Arun 12/18/2023 $1.700.00
Penmetsa, Arun 7/2024* -$1.700.00 $1.700.00
Somani, Jayant 11/22/2023 $3,300.00
Somani, Jayant 7/2024% -$3.300.00 $3.300.00
Somani, Sumita 11/22/2023 $3.300.00
Somani, Sumita 7/2024* -$3.300.00 $3.300.00
Thirumale, Murali 10/25/2023 $3.300.00
Thirumale, Murali 7/2024* -$3.300.00 $3.300.00
Thirumale, Vandana 10/25/2023 $3.,300.00
Thirumale, Vandana 7/2024* -$3.300.00 $3.300.00
Yadav, Anjali 12/30/2023 $3,300.00
Yadav, Anjali 7/2024* -$3.300.00 $3.300.00
Yadav, Rishi 12/30/2023 $3.,300.00
Yadav, Rishi 7/2024* -$3.300.00 $3.300.00

Attachment 1
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i on Lo
Zhou, Yang 2/16/2024 $1,700.00

Zhou, Yang 9/20/2024 -$1.700.00 $1.700.00
Zhu, Yichen 2/14/2024 $1,700.00

Zhu, Yichen 9/20/2024 -$1.700.00 $1.700.00

Total Amount Remedied Outside Permissible Timeframes:

$46,300.00
*Since the Committee’s reports did not provide clear redesignation dates, this referral is using July 2024 as the redesignation timeframe, in

accordance with the Form 99 filed by the Committee on 11/21/24, which referred to the timeframe when the Committee began submitting amendments
to the 2024 reports as the redesignation timeframe. (The amendments were filed on July 8, 9, and 10, 2024.)

Attachment 1
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Breakdown of Remedied Impermissible 2024 General Election Contributions (all reports)

Total Amount Remedied Outside of the Permissible Timeframe (all reports): $46,300.00

Total Amount Unremedied (all reports):

Total Referred (all reports): $46,300.00

Attachment 1





