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241.-36

REPORTS ANALYSIS DIVISION REFERRAL
TO

ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION OFFICE

DATE: October 8, 2024
ANALYST: Denise Stilla

L. COMMITTEE: Elect Jim Baird for Congress
C00662940
Dr. James R Baird, Treasurer
P.O. Box 203
Greencastle, IN 46135

II. RELEVANT STATUTE: 52 U.S.C. § 30104(b)(4)
11 C.F.R. § 104.3(b)

1.  BACKGROUND:
Failure to Provide Supporting Schedules (Failure to Disclose All Financial Activity)

Elect Jim Baird for Congress (“the Committee™) failed to disclose all financial
activity on its 2024 12-Day Pre-Primary Report. On July 22, 2024, the Committee filed an
Amended 2024 12-Day Pre-Primary Report which disclosed additional disbursements of
$160,500.00 that were not disclosed in the original report.

On April 25, 2024, the Committee filed the original 2024 12-Day Pre-Primary
Report covering the period from April 1, 2024 through April 17,2024. The report disclosed
no disbursements on Schedule B, Line 19(a) (Loan Repayments of Loans Made or
Guaranteed by the Candidate), $1,385.00 in disbursements on Schedule B, Line 21 (Other
Disbursements) and no disbursements on Schedule B, Line 20(c) (Refunds of
Contributions to Other Political Committees) of the Detailed Summary Page.

On July 22, 2024, the Committee filed an Amended 2024 12-Day Pre-Primary
Report. The report disclosed an additional $160,000.00 in disbursements on Schedule B,
Line 21 and $500.00 in disbursements on Schedule B, Line 20(c) of the Detailed Summary
Page, a total increase of $160,500.00 from the original report.
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On August 20, 2024, a Request for Additional Information (RFAI) was sent to the
Committee referencing the Amended 2024 12-Day Pre-Primary, received on July 22, 2024.
The RFAI requested clarification regarding the substantial increase in disbursements
disclosed in the Amended 2024 12-Day Pre-Primary Report, which were not disclosed in
the original filing.

On September 24, 2024, the Committee filed an Amended 2024 12-Day Pre-
Primary Report. The report disclosed the same total increase in disbursements, but
correctly reported $160,000.00 of the increased activity on Line 19(a) instead of Line 21
of the Detailed Summary Page.

Also on September 24, 2024 the Committee filed an FEC Form 99 (Miscellaneous
Text Submission) stating in part:

“When transactions were imported into FECFile, as we have done in other
reports, we expected two files to import: one for receipts and the other for
disbursements. However, since this was our first time making a loan
repayment in the new system, we did not initially catch that FECFile creates
a third file for Schedule C items. As a result, when Schedule A and B items
were imported without error, we assumed all transactions had been
successfully imported. This oversight has now been addressed.
Additionally, there was a $500 check manually written to the Builders
Association that had not been entered into the accounting system or cleared
the bank at the time of the original filing. This error was discovered during
the audit performed in response to the Request for Additional Information
(RFAI) on the original report.”

Since September 24, 2024, RAD logged two (2) communications with a
representative of the Committee which reflect efforts to help the Committee voluntarily
comply with the Act regarding the matters referenced above. RAD was able to connect
with the Committee on both of these occasions and notified Beau Baird, Report Preparer,
that the matter would be referred to another office at the Commission for further review
(Attachment 2). To date, no further communications have been received from the
Committee regarding this matter.

Filings and correspondence related to the Committee can be found here: Elect Jim
Baird for Congress.
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Elect Jim Baird for Congress (C00662940)
2024 12-Day Pre-Primary Report/Amended 2024 12-Day Pre-Primary Report. received
9/24/2024

Overview of Additional Disbursements

Original 2024 12- Amended 2024 12-Day Variance

Amount

Report Line Day Pre-Primary  Pre-Primary Report,
Report received 9/24/2024

Line 19(a): Loan
Repayments of Loans
Made or Guaranteed
by the Candidate

Line 20(c): Refunds of
Contributions to Other $0.00 $500.00 $500.00
Political Committees

$0.00 $160,000.00 $160,000.00

Total: $160,500.00

Attachment 1





