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September 6,2000 

Office of General Counsel 
FederaI Election Commission 
999 E Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20463 

Dear SidMadam: 

According to records available from the Federal Election Commission, Winchester (Mass.) 
residents Dennis 3. and Bernadette K e m q  (7 Madison Avenue West) have contributed more 
than $23,000 in at least 45 separate donations so fm to federal candidates and committees in the 
2000 election year cycle. The hulk of those contributions ($1 7,072) went to Massachusetts 
incumbents. In fact, eveiy member of the state's congressional delegation (both US Senators and 
all IO Representatives) received contributions from either or both Mr. and Mrs. Keamey. (About 
two-thirds of the couple's contributions were made in Mr. Keuney's name alone.) 
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Based on my understanding of the law, Mr. and Mrs. Kearney nmy have exceeded federal 
election laws against contributing in excess of $1,000 to individual. candidates pet. ejection cycle 
in at least three cases: 
9 A total of $2,000 in two separate donations to Sen. Edward M. Kennedy in I999 by Mrs. 

Kearne y ; 
e At total of $1,500 in two separate donations to U.S. Rep. Edward 3. Markey, also in 1999 by 

Mrs. Kearmy; and 
0 A total of$1,500 in two separete donatioris (one In 1999 and ths other in 2000) to U.S. Rep. 

Richard Neal by Mr. Kemey. 

The numbers were reported and are readily available on line at Open Secrets.Org, a web site of 
the Cefiter for Responsive Politics (http://vvww.opensecrets.org/home/index.asp). The wcb site 
reports only those contributions of $200 or more, so additional smaller contributions that may 
have been made by the Keameys to these and other candidates were not immediately available. 

1 discovered this while casually perusing the site. 1 know neither Mr. Kearney nor his wife, 
though I do reside in Winchester. My curiosity and subsequent scrutiny of the contributors 
within my ZIP Code is what led to my discovery of the unusually high number of contributions I 
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I made by this couple. 
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According to the web site, the contributions were made between February I999 and July of this 
year. based ori data repotted by the FEC as of September I ,  2000. 

According to the repofis, Mr. K e m e y  is employed by the Boston law firm of Choate Hall & 
Stewart (h'ct~: / /~~.cho3te.com) and, according to its web site, is one of three leaders of the 
firm's "The Choate Group" (~ttp://~~.choate.com/group/choate. html). The Choate Group 
describes itself as a provider of comprehensive political and public strategies for clients in 
business. energy and teiecommunicatians, hcztth core, real estate, intellectual property and 
education. 
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I do not know for certain, but Mr. Kearney may very well be a wealthy iadividuat. ? understand 
[hat whether he is or not, he is certainly fres to give money within legal limits to whatever 
political candidates he chooses. But it struck me that $23,000 is a significant mount of money 
for any individual to contribute to such an atray of' incumbents in suck a short period of time, no 
matter how wealthy he might be. And since his employer is clearly so directly involved iiq the 
business of government, I can't help but wonder if he might not be receiving some kind of 
reimbursement for his political munificence - again, a violation of the federal election laws so 
far as 1 understand them. 

Beyond my suspicions and the information provided by Open Secrets.Org, however, 1 have no 
cvideme to offer to support any allegations; nor do J have the time or wherewithal to initiate and 
f~llow through with a more thorough investigation of same. I am merely contacting you and 
raising the question under my prerogatives as a private citizen who is concerned that all laws - 
including federal election laws - be upheld and enforced. Thank you, in advance, for your time 
and consideration. 

Sincerely , 

Enc. 

Subscribed and sworn before m on this Sixth day of September, 2000. 

Notary Public 
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