
July 20,2000 

Federal ElecOion Commission 
office of the c3enml Counsel 
998 €. st. NW 
Washington, DC 20463 

To whom It May concern: 

I am writing to inform you of an alleged feelerat election rule violatian, in case you are not 
already aware of it, and to request that you investigate the mattar as SOOR as possible. 

As you may know, the Washington State Public Dlsclu8ure Commission (PDC) 
announced earlier this month that it is investi$ata'ng a campaign spending violation by 
Fria.nds of Deborah ann, a campaign m m m ~  $et up tu support Insurance 
Commissioner Deborah Senn's current bid for US.  Senate. The PDC has charged the 
committea with spending appmximately $15,000 00 money r a i d  far state ofke on B 
poll cummissloned to support Ms. Senn's entry in the Senate race. I 

The Seattle Rmes has reported that the PDC had requested information related to the 
poll in July 1- but never receiwed a m a n  wponse from the Senn campaign. I 
understand that Watrhingtcn law specfbs that state funds are not to be spent on federal 
elecltions and that the FEC also makes this dear in itec mgulWons. 

1 am not sure if this mattst has come to your attention. I am enclosing the article from tho 
Seattle T"ttes, as well as a copy of the July 1989 PDC letter to friends of Deborah Senn. 
I request that p u  study the issue to verify whether or not federal campaign finance taws 
have btmn wiulated I 

Having organired voter education and registration campaigns in this countsy and ahad,  
1 htieve that few things turn off voters from participating more than when gQlitidane 
beak the law and am allowed to $et away with it. I hope that you will investigate this 
alleged violation promptly and take apprapriate adion if wrongdoing has occumd. 

,-- 

I 
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Local News : Sunday, July 02,2000 

State says Senn campaign group 
misspent funds 
by Ilionric Sc;irw~ 
Scattle Timcr staff reporter 

The State Public Disclosure Commission has filed a complaint 
against a campaign organization for state Insurance 
Commissioner Deborah Senn, citing evidence that her staff 
misspent contributions last year to explore her bid for U.S. 
Senate. 

The cornplaitit, filed Friday, cites a paper trail fiom almost a 
year ago showing that Friends of Deborah Senn - an 
organization that helped re-elect her as insurance commissioner 
- misspent $1 8,000 on POIIS, magazine subscriptions and other 
expeiises . 

Sem, the two-term state insurance commissioner, is seeking 
the Democratic nomination to challenge Republican incumbent 
Sen Slade Gortor, in November. Maria Cantwell, a foinrer 
congresswoman, aim is running in the Democratic primary. 

In Washington, i t  is  illegal for candidates to shift contributions 
beinreen campaigns, or to generally use campaign money to 
reimburse personal expenses. 

State law also prohibits campaign dollars from being spent on 
aaythkg that is not directly related to that specific campaign. 

Friends of Deborah Senn was the same entity that helped run 
her insurance-commissioner re-election campaign in 1.996 and 
is now largely inactive since Senn is no longer a candidate for 
that spot. 
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Her US. Senate campaign is caiied Deborah Serin 2000 

The PDC complaint comes almost a year afler the investigators 
first scrrt a letter to Friends of Deborah Senn questioning 
expenses. 

The campaign never responded, and PDC otficials say they 
didn't follow up until questioned by a reporter last week. 

In its complaint. the commission said 3; 14,500 was misspent on 
two surveys designed to show whether Senn could beat 
Gorton, a three-term senator. 

Senn, a Democrat, announced she was running fbr U.S. Senate 
on March 23, 1949, four days after one of the surveys a 
California firm conducted of 550 voters found that she "is in a 
strong position to win election to the II S. Senate" and also 
rated her performance as insurance commissioner. 

The other survey was conducted June 30, 1999. 

P DC reports also show Friends of Deborah Senn used 
insurance-commissioner contributions to pay $400 in 
subscriptions to political magazines that cover Congress and 
national politks Campaigns and Elections, Roll Call and The 
Mill. 

An additional $3,186 in expenses appears to be related to her 
interest in running for the U.S. Senate, the PDC said. 

"Upon reviewing those expenditures many did not appear to be 
directly related to the 2000 campaign for ofice of insurance 
commissioner for which those fbnds were solicited," Kurt 
Young, senior political-financial specialist wrote in a 1998 letter 
to Rudi Bertschi, Sends husband and cnmpnign manaser fur 
insurance comissiotier. 

Y ouirg questioned whether the committee received permission 
from the donors to transfer fhds to a Senate race campaign 
account. 

The complaint is not a finding of guilt Rather, it launches an 
investigation and slaps the campaign for failins to fomially 
respond to a letter Qiom the PDC Gn July 30, 1999, seeking an 
explanation for the spending. 

Friends of Deborah Senn has until July 14 to respond to the 
complaint in writing and provide copies of the surveys ii 

htt p://archives. seattletimes. n.. ./display?slug=senn02m&datee20000702&query=Senn+campai~ 71 1 9/00 
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I commissioned. it could be subject io fines of up to $2,500 or an 
investigation by the state attoniey general. 

Steve Fury, a lawyer for Friends of Deborah Stnn, said Friday 
the group responded to the PDC's concerns more than a year 
ago. PDC officials acknowledge phone calls were exchanged 
The agency requires fornial response in a letter 

"The committee communicated extensively with the PDC stair 
and supplied a good deal of supplemental information," Fury 
wrote in a statement "The committee believed that all questions 
had been &illy and satisfactorify answered." 

He declined to be interviewed hut in his statement called the 
complaint unfounded and said the campaign would continue to 
cooperate with the PDC. Senn decfined comment through a 
spokeswoman. 

Jeff Fransen, Sends campaign manager, dismissed the 
complaint as an attempt by the Cantwell cnmpign ta divert 
attention from issues he thinks Senn is strong on: Internet 
privacy and health care 

Scnn has come under fire recently for other alleged crmpaign 
improprieties. 

! 

I 
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Two weeks ago the State Executive Ethics 'Board found 
reasonable cause to believe the insurance cornmissiorrcr's 
spokesman broke state law by using statc facilities to help her 
Senate campaign. That incident is under investigation. 

Recent calls to the PDC from The Seattle 'I'inics and the 
Cant~vell campaign inquirins about the outcome of Iasi year's 
inquiry prompted ?he commission to pursue the complaint last 
week. officials said. 

Vicki Rippie, PDC executive director, acknowledged staff 
should have followed up on the payer trail sooner. Rippie said 
her predecessor, Melissa Warheii, had just quit days afier the 
PDC discovered the discrepancies in Semi's campaign 
expenses. 

"As you'll recollect that was the besinning of Augtst and ibere 
was a little diswption in the ofice," Rippie said. "This simply 
didn't get the attention it probably should have We didn't 
follow up." 

Since then, she said, the commission has suffered from high 
turnover and now has four openings out of its seven positions 
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for workers who look into campaign-finance reports 

The PDC investigates SO to 100 complaints at any one time, 
Rippie said. 

"We are moving as fast as we cat1 to remedy that, but there's 
going to have to be some understanding thgt not all matters will 
be given the attention that the parties involved think they 
should," she said 

I 
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Friends of Deborah Sann 
Page -3- 

The C-4 report fitad oli July 92,1999, apgears to have closed out the aggtagata 
centributian and axpanditure tdak for the friends af Debarah Ssnn 2000 
Campaign, and startad with the $31,522 as a b@ginnin$ balance (the nest Cash 
Contributions cn the ahachment). .. Ptwse respond b the following: 

Was the C-4 repart you filed OR July 12,1999, amending previously filed 
reports submitled bewesn December I ,  1948, Ihraugh June 30,19993 If 
yes, lNolrich reports dws it amend? 

Pleasa submit a Iettw of explanation, along with any amended C 4  mports that 
needi to be filed no later than August 13,39B. 

S incet-ely , 


