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August 21 , 2000 

- . a 3  2 
Lawrence M. Noble, Esq. 

Federal Election Commission - z  

Washington. D.C. 20463 

’ 4:4 - . ‘2 General Counsel 22: -. 

999 E Sweet, N.W. E2 

Re: Corndaint Against Flitter 2000 Committee, Thomas Monahm as 
j 

Dear Mr. Noble: 

The National Republican Congressional Committee, by and throush its General 
Counsd, hereby brings this complaint pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 9 437g(a)(l) against the 
Flitter 2000 Committee and Thomas Moiiahan as Treasurer, and the Erie County 
Democratic Party Committee. The National Republican Congressional Committee is 
located at 320 First Street, S.E., Washington, D.C. 20003. 

1. FACTUAL BACKGROUND 

Marc Flitter is a Democrat candidate for United States Congress from the 21” 
district of Pennsylvania. Flitter’s campaign committee is Flitter 2000. Flitter apparently 
established a campaign hzadquarkrs in April of 2000; however, FIittcr has failed to 
disclose any rent or lease payments on any of his campaign finance reports. 

In a letter to his opponent, Congressman Phil English, Flitter asks that 
correspondence be sent to “our Campaign Headquarters at P.O. Box 1 181, Erie, PA 
16512.” (Attachment 2 ,  Letter to Vicky Snyder). In addition, Flitter was scheduled to 
attend a “Dedication of Democratic Hcadquarters (Campaign Office)” on Thursday, May 
J 8, according to a press rekasc of events. (Attachment 2, Event Schedule). ”his would 
fcad one to belicvc that Flitter has indeed established a campaign headquarters. tftat it is 

320 Firs[ s l c m  qf‘ the Democratic headquatcrs. 
Washington. D.C. 20003 
(202)473-7069 
H ww.nrcc.org 
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The law with regard to renlal of carripaigrr space is clear. Payments for rent arc. io 
be reported as operating expenditures. 1 1 C.F',R. # 1043(b)(2)(i). Failure to disclcse 
rental payments results in an in-kind contribution to the committee. 11 C.F.R. S 
100.7(a)( 1 )(iii). The amount of any goods or services, iiicluding rental property, 
provided to the coniniittce must be at the usual and normal charge in the market for 
which they would ordinarily bc purchascd. 1 1 C.F.R. 8 lOO.7(3)( l)(iii)(B). Howevcr, 
any provision for less than the usual arid iioniwl chargc. or for no charge rcsults in an in- 
kind coiitributioii by thc Icssor, and is suhjccl to tlic linjitaiioiis pr&idcd it1 thc Act. 2 
U.S.C. tj 441b(b)(2); 1 1  C.F.R. 9 lUf~ .7 (a )~ l ) ( j j i~~A) .  

It is axiomatic that a legitimate campaign requires at least some minimal office 
space to operate. A s  such, one woutd assunie that the Flitter campaign ought to bc 
showing sonie sort of either payment or contributions for a campaign headquarters. 

But Flitter's reports are completely devoid of such an entry. 'Thus, in thc absencc 
orother cvidencc, i t  tclorrld appear that he is  either ( 1 )  recciving an in-kind contribution 
for office space, but not reponing it because it  is corporafe, or (2) paying for spacc. bill 
wishes to hide that I'act froin the p:hlic. 

But there is other cvideiice. First, his web silc indiczitcs that he has ii campaign 
staff of at least five people, who must bc housed somewkcre. (Attachment 3, Staff List). 
Second, his canipaign's list of events for May lists the "Dedication of the Dcmocratic 
Headquarters aiid in parenthesis is "Campaign Office." It appears, thcn, that Flitter's 
campaign headquarters is a part of the Democratic headquarters. As such, he is receiving 
ci thcr ( 1 ) an ufireported in-kind contribution, (2) an excessive contribution, or (3)  n 
contribution which contains funds prohibitcd uiider the Act. 

Bccause there is strong evidence that thc Flitter cainpaign 1s using propcrty 
provided by the Dcmocratic Committee and is not reporting any contribution or 
expenditures for such use. Commission action is warranted. 
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For these reasons, and based upon the foregoing, the National Republican 
Congressional Cummi ttee respectfully rcqiicsts that the Commission find reason to 
believe that Federal law has been violated and institute appropriate legal action. 

The foregoing is correct and accurate to the best of my knowledge, information 
and belief. 

Respect fbl1 y submitted, 

Donald F. .McGahn It 

District of Columbia 
Signed and SWOR to before mi. this 

4~15  -- t. day of August, 2000. 

My Commission expires 
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Search 
Votenet.com 

EWENTS 
May lune July August September October November 

On The Road 

Wednesday, May 10 - Mercer County Medical Society (Gteenville 
Country Club), 7-9:OOpm 

Sunday, May 14 - Mother’s Day; Million Mom March, 10:OOam; 
Ralty for Million Mom March (Neighborhood Art House), 11:OOam 

Tuesday, May 16 - Warren County Medical Society (Warren), 6- 
8:OOpm; Congression31 Action to Lift with Love (Avalon Hotel), 
7-9 : 00p-m. 

f--- ---- 
Headquarters 

Democratic Leadership Forum 

labor Coiincil (Union Hall), 
Cocktail Party 

7 : 30- 9 ; 30 pin 

$-- 
Friday, May 19 a- 7Gth Annual Policeman’s Ball, 6-10:OOpm 

Sunday, May 21 - Run Around Erie (Veteran’s Memorial Stadium), 
8: 30-10:30am 

Wednesday, May 24 - MANP’s Annual Meeting & Dinner (Shrine 
Club) 

Friday, May 26 - PA Neurological Society Meeting, 9arn-6:GOpm 

Monday, May 29 - Memorial Day 

Tuesday, June 6 - Crawford County Central Labor Council (Labor 
Hall), 7:30-9:30prn 

Wednesday, June 7 - Erre County AFL-CIO-CLC Labor Meeting 
(Labor Hal!), 8:OOpm 

Wednesday, June 14 - Flag Day 

http://www. flitter2000.orgi”vents. htinl 812 I /OO 
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Primary Contact Person: 

Joan Mitchell 

P.O. Box 1181 
Erie, PA 16512 

(814)46l -VOTE 
(814)459-1232 

loan@flitter2000 .orq 

Campaign Consultant: 

Kevin Colosimo 

Managing Partner - DDC Group Consulting 

Erie, PA 16507 
P.0.  60% 1881 

(814)452-4485 

Kevin@ddc- arou_e.com 

Rita Carnillo: 

Political, Finance and Media Intern 
Rita@flitterZOOO.olq 

Kristen Brown: 

Research, Writing and Media Intern 
Kristen6lflitterZOOO.orq 

Justin Eichess la ulb : 

Computer Specialist and Webs:te Manager 
~ustin~flitter2000.ora 

. Nancy Milkowski 

FInance Director 
nancv@fli tter200O.ora 

07/252000 2:43 PM 
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~t too believe that voters need to truat their candidates Phil E 
hc'li say and do to get elected. Tke votes of the 2 1 a Coagp&s 
tu ttQ\anrcs h m  their candidates. They need mm . Wn20 
longer trust Representative English. His action3 simply do not m'lmic 
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