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ERIC E. DOSTER 
Dmcr Line 517.371.8241 
Emad edostcr@faarecswtft.com 

April 27,2000 

General Counsel's Office 
Federal Election Commission 
999 E Street, NW 
Washington D.C. 20463 

Re: - MUR 4984; Response of Rogers far Congress 

Dear SirNadam: 

We have reviewed the Complaint ("Complaint") filed by Andrew Nickelhoff, counsel to the 
Michigan Democratic Party, against various respondents. After reviewing the Complaint, it is 
clear that the Complainant is providing selected information to the Federal Election Commission 
("commissionss) in order to provide the Michigan Democratic Party with an opportunity to issue 
a press release' alleging that Rogers for Congress may have somehow violated the Federal Election 
Campaign Act. 

ALLEGED RECEIPT OF ILLEGAL CORPORATE CONTRIBUTIONS. 

The Complainant references Schedule B of the 1999 year-end report for Rogers for Congress to 
allege inwkind contributions from the foliowing entities: 

Entity Amount 
I 

Premiere Technologies 
Premiere Technologies 
Premiere Technologies 
Laprima 
The City Club of Washington 
The City Club of Washington 
Marion Oaks Golf Club 
Lake Pointe Manor 

$ 13.12 
15.15 
14.95 

140.25 
250.00 
200.45 
294.00 

5,742.16 

However, what the Complainant failed to teil the Commission in i ts  Complaint is that Schedule 
A of the 1999 year-end report for Rogers for Congress demonstrates that the foregoing "illegal 
corporate contributims" wctc actually in- kind contributions froin thc fiilbwirrg:' 

'Sec Attachment 1 to chis letter. 

'SUC Attachinciit 2 to chis Icttcr. 
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Entity Amount -1 

Premiere Technologies 
Premiere Technologies 
Premiere Technologies 
LaPrima 
The City Club of Washington 
The City Club of Washington 
Marion Oaks Golf Club 
Lake Pointe Manor 

$ 13.12 
15.15 
14.95 

140.25 
250.00 
200.45 
294.00 

5,742.16 

American Ins. Assoc. PAC 
American Ins. Assoc. PAC 
American Ins. Assoc. PAC 
American Ins. Assoc. PAC 
American Ins. Assoc. PAC 
American Ins. Assoc. PAC 
Douglas Seabolt 
Jerry, Scott &Todd Spitler 

While Schedule B of the 1999 year-end report for Rogers for Congress could have reflected the 
name of the actual in-hd conttibutor, instead of the name of the entity providing the goods and 
services,' the Complainant's allegations of "illegal corporate contributions" are completely fialse. 

ALLEGED RECEIPT OF EXCESSIVE CONTRIBUTIONS. 

The Complaint atleges that Rogers for Congress received $2,742.16 in excessive contributions 
fiom Jerry Spitler, Scott Spider and Todd Spitler (the "Spitlers"). To avoid the appearance of 
impropriety, bgep fibr Congrew has not o& w.tp-b ltefunded the amount of tk alleged 
excessiveptriburipa)s, b ~ c ~ o f t h e ~ ~ u ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ R o g e r a B o r c a t y r e s s . 4  

The circumstances surrounding the Spiders' contributions to Rogers for Congress are easy to 
explain. In addition to her duties as Treasurer of Rogers for Congress, Teresa Reid assists Rogers 
for Congress to organize hndraising events. Rogers for Congress held a fundraising event (the 
"Event") on November 13,1999 at Lake Pointe Manor in Howell, Michigan, Because Teresa 
Reid was just returning to her normal duties after having been on maternity leave, she did not 
arrange all of the details for the Event. In hct, the Spitlers helped organize the Event and also 
offered to underwrite a portion of the Event as an in-kid contribution to Rogers for Congress. 

Nonetheless, because of the Spitlers' involvement in planning and organizing the Event, Lake 
Pointe Manor mistakenly sent invoices for the Event to the Spitlers, who paid these invoices. 
Since hgers for Congress never received the invoices from Lake Pointe Manor, Rogers for 

'Sce page 42 of >andidaces and Conmniittees (April 
1999) published by thc Fedcrat Election Coirinrisston. 

'See Attachnrctrt 3 to this letter for copies of the rcfund checks froin Lakc Pointc 
Manor. 
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Coiigress did not know that the Spitlers paid thesc invoices until our investigation into thc 
matters rclatillg to MUR 4989.. Because it is commercially rcasonabie for vcndors to issue late 
invoices (particularly where Rogers for Congress disputed the invoice mount, which it did in this 
casc), Rogers for Congress did not suspect that anything was amiss by not receiving the Lake 
Pointe Manor invoices. Significantly, once these circumstances werc brought to the attention of 
Rogers for Coiigcss, Rogcrs for Congress (which shouW haw rcccivcd these invoiccs in the first 
placc) paid Lake Pointe Manor in full for all invoices associated with h e  Event.’ Therefore, any 
excessive contributions made by the Spitlers have becn remedid by Rogers for Congress. 

* * *  

While thc Complainant’s client may have received a hcadlinc or two by filing thc Complaint: 
when thc true facts are known, the Complainant’s claim are without mcrit. Ccrtainly, this matter 
is less significant relevant to other matters pending before thc Cornmission and should bc 
dismissed. 

If the Commission should have any additional questions or require any additional information in 
this matter, plcasc contact the undersigned, 

Sinccrcly , 

FOSTER, SWIFT, COLLINS & SMITH, P.C. 

J 
Eric E. Dostcr 
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IVednesday, March 1,2000 

CONTACT: Dennis Denno 
(517) 371-5410 

ROGERS' CAMPAIGN 
BREAKS CAMPAIGN LAW 

Rogers I l fegdy  Accepts Corporate Contributions, Excessive Donations 

LANSING-In his attempt to raise money for his Congressional campaign, State 
SenatorsMike Rogers &Brighton) broke numerous campaign- laws. Those violations 
include accepting illegal money Born corporations and accepting contributions that 
exceeded legal limits. The Michigan Democratic Party (MDP) will file a complaint today 
with the Federal Election Commission (F&C) over Rogers' illegal activities. 

"Rogers' report is riddled with improper actions and illegal money," said Mark 
Brewer, Chair of the MDP. "For a former law enforcement ofliicial to be breaking the 
iaw in such a flagrant way is disturbing, at best." 

The complaint shows that the Rogers for Congress committee accepted numerous 
in-kind contributions fkom corporations over the final six months of 1999. Totding ' 

thousands of dollars, there were contributions &om: 
e Lake Pointe Manor in Rowetl, Michigan-S5,742.16. 
9 The City Club of Washington in Washington, DC4450.45; 
= Marion Oaks Golf Club in Howell, Michigan4294; 

La Prima of Washington, DC-5140.25; and 
Premier Technologies of Newark, New Jersey443.22. 

Also detailed in the complaint were a number of contributions that exceeded legal 
limits, which is also against the law. Rogers' year-end report shows nearly $3,000 in 
contributions that exceed the legal limit. Despite the fact that those contributions yere 
illegal, the campaign never made an attempt to refund the excessive portions. 

"Rogers has repeatedly broken election taws in his campaign, even going to far as 
to take direct corporate contributions," Brewer said. "Actions like these fiom Rogers will 
just give working families one more reason to be distrustfbt of him in November." 

Check Out the M D P  on the Web: Y11~~v.mi-dernocrdts.com 
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ROGERS FOR CONGRESS 
P O  BOX s8r 

BRIGHTON. MI 48116 
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