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FOSTER,
SWIFT,
COLLINS &
SMITH, P.C.

s s 1w

r‘l3 S. Washington Square
MI 48933-2193

v#an 517.371.8100

f1ax 512.371.8200

Eric E. DOSTER
Direct Line 517.371.824!1
Email edoster@fosterswift.com

April 27, 2000

General Counsel's Office
Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, NW
Washington D.C. 20463

Re: - MUR 4984; Response of Rogers for Congress

Dear Sir/Madam:

BY FEDERAL EXPRESS DEgVERY
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We have reviewed the Complaint (“Complaint”) filed by Andrew Nickelhoff, counsel to the
Michigan Democratic Party, against various respondents. After reviewing the Complaint, it is
clear that the Complainant is providing selected information to the Federal Election Commission
(“Commission”) in order to provide the Michigan Democratic Party with an opportunity to issue
apress release' alleging that Rogers for Congress may have somehow violated the Federal Election

Campaign Act.

ALLEGED RECEIPT OF ILLEGAL CORPORATE CONTRIBUTIONS.

The Complainant references Schedule B of the 1999 year-end report for Rogers for Congress to
allege in-kind contributions from the following entities:

Entity

Premiere Technologies
Premiere Technologies
Ptemiere Technologies
LaPrima

The City Club of Washington
The City Club of Washington
Marion Oaks Golf Club

Lake Pointe Manor

Amount

$ B.12
15.15
14.95

140.25
250.00
200.45
294.00

5.742.16

However, what the Complainant failed to tell the Commission in 1ts Complaint is that Schedule
A of the 1999 year-end report for Rogers for Congress demonstrates that the foregoing “iflegal
corporate contributions” were actually in-kind contributions from the following:’

'See Attachment 1 to this letter.

ISee Attachment 2 to ths letter.
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Entity Amount Actual Contributor
Premiere Technologies $ 13.12 American Ins. Assoc. PAC
Premiere Technologies 15.15 American Ins. Assoc. PAC
Premiere Technologies 14.95 American Ins. Assoc. PAC
LaPrima 140.25 American Ins. Assoc. PAC
The City Club of Washington 250.00 American Ins. Assoc. PAC
The City Club of Washington 200.45 American Ins. Assoc. PAC
Marion Oaks Golf Club 294.00 Douglas Seabolt

Lake Pointe Manor 5,742.16 Jerry, Scott & Todd Spitler

While Schedule B of the 1999 year-end report for Rogers for Congress could have reflected the
name of the actual in-kind contributor, instead of the name of the entity providing the goods and
services,’ the Complainant’s allegations of “illegal corporate contributions” are completely false.

ALLEGED RECEIPT OF EXCESSIVE CONTRIBUTIONS.

The Complaint alleges that Rogers for Congress received $2,742.16 in excessive contributions
from Jerry Spitler, Scott Spitler and Todd Spitler (the “Spitlers”). To avoid the appearance of
impropriety, Rogers for Congress has not only caused to be tefunded the amount of the alleged
excessive contributions, buc all of the contributions made by thie Spitlérs to Rogers for Congress.*

The circumstances surrounding the Spitlers’ contributions to Rogers for Congress are easy to
explain. Inaddition to her duties as Treasurer of Rogers for Congress, Teresa Reid assists Rogers
for Congress to organize fundraising events. Rogers for Congress held a fundraising event (the
“Event”) on November 13, 1999 at Lake Pointe Manor in Howell, Michigan. Because Teresa
Reid was just returning to her normal duties after having been on matemnity leave, she did not
arrange all of the details for the Event. In fact, the Spitlers helped organize the Event and also
offered to underwrite a portion of the Event as an in-kind contribution to Rogers for Congress.

Nonetheless, because of the Spitlers’ involvement in planning and organizing the Event, Lake
Pointe Manor mistakenly sent invoices for the Event to the Spitlers, who paid these invoices.
Since Rogers for Congress never received the invoices from Lake Pointe Manor, Rogers for

’See page 42 of Campaign Guide for Congressional Candidates and Committees (April
1999) published by the Federal Election Commission.

See Attachment 3 to this letter for copies of the refund checks from Lake Pointe
Manor.
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Corigress did not know that the Spitlers paid these invoices until our investigation into the
matters relating to MUR 4984. Because it is commercially reasonable for vendors to issue late
invoices (particularly where Rogers for Congress disputed the invoice mount, which it did in this
case), Rogers for Congress did not suspect that anything was amiss by not receiving the Lake
Pointe Manor invoices. Significantly, once these circumstances were brought to the attention of
Rogers for Congress, Rogers for Congress (which should have received these invoices in the first
place) paid Lake Pointe Manor in full for all invoices associated with the Event.’ Therefore, any
excessive contributions made by the Spitlers have been remedicd by Rogers for Congress.

* %k %

While the Complainant's client may have received a headline or two by filing the Complaint,’
when the true facts are known, the Complainant’s claims are without merit. Certainly, thismacter
is less significant relevant to other matters pending before the Commission and should be
dismissed.

If the Commission should have any additional questions or require any additional information in
this matter, please contact the undersigned.

Sincerely,

FOSTER, SWIFT, COLLINS & SMITH, P.C.

o Cres

Eric E. Doster

EED/jj

Enclosures
S\ TOCLIENTSWOGLRSWFEDLELEC 5

*See Attachment 4 to this letter for copies of these ciecks.

°See Artachment 1 to this letter.
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News from

THE MICHIGAN DEMOCRATIC PARTY
00-035
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Dennis Denno
Wednesday, March 1, 2000 (517) 371-5410

- ROGERS’ CAMPAIGN
BREAKS CAMPAIGN LAW

Rogers Illegally Accepts Corporate Contributions, Excessive Donations

LANSING—In his attempt to raise money for his Congressional campaign, State
Senator Mike Rogers (R-Brighton) broke numerous campaign- laws. Those violations
include accepting illegal money from corporations and accepting contributions that
exceeded legal limits. The Michigan Democratic Party (MDP) will file a complaint today
with the Federal Election Commission (FEC) over Rogers' illegal activities.

“Rogers’ report is riddled with improper actions and iliegal money,” said Mark
Brewer, Chair of the MDP. “For 2 former law enforcement official to be breaking the
law in such a flagrant way is disturbing, at best.”

The complaint shows that the Rogers for Congress committee accepted numerous
in-kind contributions from corporations over the final six months of 1999. Totaling °
thousands of dollars, there were contributions from:

e Lake Pointe Manor in Howell, Michigan--$5,742.16.

The City Club of Washington in Washington, DC--§450.45;
Marion Oaks Golf Club in Howell, Michigan--$294;

La Prima of Washington, DC--$140.25; and

Premier Technologies of Newark, New Jersey--543.22.

Also detailed in the complaint were a number of contributions that exceeded legal
limits, which is also against the law. Rogers' year-end report shows nearly $3,000 in
contributions that exceed the legal limit. Despite the fact that those contributions were
illegal, the campaign never made an attempt to refund the excessive portions.

"Rogers has repeatedly broken election {aws in his campaign, even going to far as
to take direct corporate contributions,” Brewer said. “Actions like these from Rogers will
just give working families one more reason to be distrustful of him in November.”

e 6 » »

Check Out the MDP on the Web: www.mi-democrits.com
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Paid for by the Miclugan Democratic Parny
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ROGERS FOR CONGRESS
PO BOX $81
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