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June 1, 1999 

F. Andrew Turley, E s q .  
Federal Elections Commission 
Washington, D.C. , 20463 

Re: M U R  4883 

Dear M r .  Turley: 

In connection with the referenced matter, enclosed please find 
additional information regarding the extent of the illegal campaign 
activities of the Westchester Coalition for Legal Abortion. 
According to the new report, 86,000 calls were made last year. Not 
one ca l l  was reported as an expense item on the Federal Political 
Action Committee run by this organization, despite the fact that 
cal le  w e r e  made on behalf of Charles Schumeo and against A 1  
D'Amato. 7 0 , 0 6 0  brochuzea weremaihd.  Not one itemof production 
or mailing coats for this brochure was lieted as an expenm. 

Apparently, as the news article details, this has occurred for 
many years. 
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I A  Tuesday, lune 1, I999 The Journal News 0, ROTHSTEIM IN FAvOR'OF ABOI 

let them 
what I shouldbe 

ROTHSTEIN, fiom 1A 
(111 for Legal Abortion into a politi- 
.I I force that many believe has tilted 
IC' balance of several maor election 
M e s  in the favor of politicians who 
Lipport abortion rights. 
In a debate characterized by ex- 
ernes, Rothstein i s  alternately 
icwed as a force ofgreat evil, and as 
fearless defender of women and 
iinciple. And in truth, she rarely 
wes people a glimpse past her pub- 
:c persona - of the person who 
hines when talking about her two 
.rown children's first giggles, adores 
lirssical music and ballet, and pur- 
ues birding with the same determi- 
iiitlon she does her work in the po- 
i t  ical arena. 

Rothstein says she accepts the 
,lack-and-wbite way people per- 
ewe her - thwgh she admits "it 
an be difficult." 
"People feel very strongly," she 

aid. "Many people, not all, are very 
ude. But I don1 let it pull me off my 
ab. A lot of what people want to do 

take me offmy job, intimidate me. 
tvon't let them tell me what I should 

Je doing.." 
a geasure of how strongly some 

leop@&$ose what she's doid  &e 

changed by the lengths her desper- 
ate friend had to go for an abortion. 

A decade later, Rothstein volun- 
teered at a women's health clinic in 
Pelham. There, she watched abor- 
tions performed and came to know 
the women who came for them. Roth- 
stein says many told her of abuse, 
both physical and sexual, at the 
hands of their husbands. 

"If I ever needed convincing, I did- 
n't aRer that," she said. "Everyone 
had a story that was a heartbreaker. 
Everyone was doing a difficult thing 
they felt they had to do. 1 held their 
hands, stroked lherr shoulders and 
comforted them They were very glad 
someone was there.'' 
G m N G  THE VOTES 

Rothsteh realized early on - 
some say before anyone else - that 
the best way to protect a woman's 
right to choose was to make it a pure- 
ly political issue. 

Rather than debate the morality of 
abortion, Rotbstein devised a new 
strategy: Convince a politician to 
vote for abortion rights, or gather the 
votes.,tg replace him with someone 
whoM1k a, 

"polljl we the.fikt to realize &it 
'afiolic, malition of Westchesbr 1 we could useTBice as a political is- 

She received hundreds of unsup- 
portive e-mails recently when it was 
widely reported that she called Car- 
dinal John OConnor responsible for 
the murder of abortion doctor Dr. 
Barnett Slepian. 

Rothstein saysshe bJamed religious 
leaders as a group, and not specifical- 
ly O'Connor, for creating a climate that 
can incite people to violence. 

"I don't believe there would be an 
anti-choice movement without reli- 
gious leadership," she said. 

"That would be part of Polly's 
theme of trying to portray religious ' 
people as fanatics,"' the Catholic 
Coalition's Tomkiel said. "It's one of 
her talents, her ability to spin .' 

At times, Rothstein's voice betrays 
her frustration and her fatigue over 
a f i t  that is never won. She is not so 
single-minded that she doesn't grow 
weary of the endless cycle of elec: 
tions to be influenced, the endl'esq * 
trips to Albany to lobby politicians; : 
and the endless stream of ''un&&# 
portive correspondence." 

Rothstein faces other struggles, - 

2 

jnent of abortion in our regionand 
rtainly has a great iiifluence on 
ccted officials. We pray she can 
m h e r v e ~  ccpiderable talents to 
c protectio? of human life? 
Rothstein, a 'secular Jew. said she 

-ids the prayer services offensive - 
~d frightening. The anti-abortion 
mx?ment, she said, encourages vio- 
lice when it frames thc abortion 

-.'hate as a holy war 
Hut Rothstern insists she wil l  not 
ick down. Not for one amnetit in 
t a  last 30years, she says, h i s  shc en 
i-tained a moment's doubt that shc 
I i d i t  

tal battle was the response of anti- 
abo&on activists to two key events. 

Fiyst, after the New York State 
Legislature legalized. aGoytioli' ~n 
1970, anti-abortion 1obbfiledfo;its 
repeal two years later,'' al@tiy& 
Gov. Nelson Rockefeller vetoed tlie 
change. Second, the U.S. Supreme 
Court's 1973 Roe vs. Wade decisib, 
which r&lized abortion, galvanized 
anti-abortion forces. 

'*I called the Christian Coalition, 
posing as a member, and said, 'What 
do we do now?' .' Rotlrstein said 
"The answer was to go for a consti- 
trilinnal ~ r n ~ n r l m r ~ n t  1 knm9 thfin 
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(h Rothstern, a 62-year- ' tarn- 
11 resident, the aborti@cbate 
mcs down to one, direct line of rca- 
-tung "Abortions will never stop, so 
J l l lJS l  not be illegal Outlawing it 
nvw't make it stop." 
She has no interest in debating 
Im !ife begins. That is the other 
~lc's turf, where Roman Catholics 
.id evangGlica1 Christians lead the 
pposition to sbortion on religious 
: onnds. . I 
She saxs that she focuses on the 

Ceds of @e Wf9a~1, not the fetus. Pe- 
. I b d  CasecI&d. End of argument. 

' I  unlycabthattheoutcome isde- 
cled by the pregnant woman." Roth- 
lain aid. ''lgWn$ ever wanted an 
:wrtion agam,l wodddt care.. ,s 

-1 f somepe on the other side q 
ertilized 6% a mote, as a Mfpr- 
. i I , t h e s a ~ ~ ' ~ y o u P n d r n e , ~ ~ a r e  
1 lowing their conscience by oppos- 
:: abortion," she said. "They can 
v. 'I wiIl never have an abortion 
(1 will speak against the rightness 
: ~ t ) ~ r f i ~ i i  'Butyoucanlusethe law 
1 ake away the choice of others." 
Abortion opponents cannot budge 

I t  hstein from her refbsal to discuss 
!en a fetus becomes a person. Her 

tllingness to address that issue, 
6 . y  say, is the mark of intellectual 
d moral dishonesty. 
*Any pro-abortionist doesn't want 
face the truth, that life begins at 
nception," said Robert McKeon, 
.tirman of Westchester's Right to 
:c Party, who has debated Roth- 
111 many times. "There is no hf n- 
! debate on that because she does- 
: want to hear :t." 
Ifany who take a personal stake in 
L' abortion wars can point to a 
fining experience that trans- 

I incdthem into activists. Rothstein 
among them. 
It was 1058. Rothstein was fresh 
it of college and living in Boston. 
11 unmarried friend from her home 
wn of Fairfieid, Conn., was preg- 
tnt. The friend was distraught, and 
(1 not want to have a child. But 
lortion was illegal. 
So the two young women learned 
a doctor in Ashiand, Pa., who 

ould terminate the pregnancy se- 
utly. Rothstein and her friend 
ade the trip to the small town, 
Iiich had become a mecca of illegal 
jortion. 
"It was a strange piace," Rothstein 
(id. "People didn't make eye con- 
c t  We just whispered to each oth- 
It &totally terrifying. This was 

IIIl!  K1:IlqJ 5 porru1 ucga11 LO L'uJIe.)Lc' 

dirring the 1980s. when 
called even registerad, 
cr in the county to bui 
block ofsupporten. WcLA's newslet- 
tcr is now mailed to 7 0 . G  West- 
Chester households. 

"What Polly has done in West- 
Chester has had tremendous ramifi- 
cations statewide," said state Sen. 
Eric Schneiderrnan, D-M? Wbn. 
"PoUy made it clear that you can talk 
about abortion, focus on choice, and 
win with i t" I 

Rothstein is a proud liberal, un- 
able to name a single issue on which 
her position might be considered 
conservative. But when it comes to 
supxorti@oli ticiamior seeking to 
M w m ,  o h  looto only at o 
caidida@s~~ord on abortion. 

& ~ b 3 6 %  tenns. R o W i n  will 
acceW6 r&g$ limitations on abor- 
tion. She~heV&&~deckion is the 
woman's a h e .  The late-ten abar- 
tion issue, shesap, is nota valid con- 
cern because third-trimester abor- 
tions are rarely, if ever, performed. 

Rothstein has had it out with sev- 
eral ppliticlans who describe them- 
Ayes as abortion rights backers but 
support parental notification for mi- 
noks to get abortions or a ban on late- 
term abortions. She has repeatedly 
c r i t i cw GCAC George pgtaki for mis- 
reppenti% hi position. She lit into 
a d  Pun& me linsuccessful Republi- 
can candidate for Westchester Courr- 
ty Executiye in i997, for describing 
himself as favoring abortion rights 
while supporting some limitations. 
When asked for their views on 

Rothstein for this article, neither 
Dunn nor Patakr would comment. 

Most of the WCLA's endorsements 
go to Democrats, who are far more 
hkely to support abortion rights. aut 
Rothstein will gu to the mat for Re- 
publicans who also vote to support 
abo@on rights, said w e  Grefe, na- 
tiosal m-dor of the New York City- 
bas%h@$'ublican Pro-Choice Coali- 
tion. 

I'm concerned, PONY has 
done a wonderful job supporting Re- 
publican pro-choice politicians, and 
I'll keep an eye out and make sure 
she stays Gpartisan," Grefe said. 

Considc: !hat in 1996, the W C M  
endorsed state Sen. Nicholas Spano, 
a Republican who backed aborlion 

"As far 

rights, over Democratic 
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