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FEC Issues Two Advisory Opinions 

WASHINGTON – The Federal Election Commission today issued two advisory opinions. A 
third advisory opinion request was withdrawn by the requestor. 

Advisory Opinion 2014-06 (Ryan, Ryan for Congress, Inc., and Prosperity Action, Inc.). The 
Commission approved an advisory opinion in response to a request from Representative Paul 
Ryan, Ryan for Congress, Inc., and Prosperity Action, Inc. The Commission concluded that, as 
proposed in the request, the requestors may engage in the distribution of a book authored by 
Representative Ryan  and the Committees may engage in the de minimis promotion of the book.  
The Commission also concluded that the book's publisher may publish and promote the book as 
proposed in the request because such activity is not subject to regulation under the Federal 
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended (the Act). During the discussion, the Commission 
heard from counsel on behalf of the requestor. Chairman Lee E. Goodman and Commissioners 
Matthew S. Petersen and Caroline C. Hunter issued a Concurring Opinion.  

Advisory Opinion 2014-05 (Henry Ford Health System Government Affairs Services Political 
Action Committee). The Commission approved an advisory opinion in response to a request 
from the Henry Ford Health System Government Affairs Services Political Action Committee. 
The Commission concluded that the requestor may solicit contributions as it proposes, pursuant 
to the Act and Commission regulations. The Commission did not reach the question of whether 
the Act preempts Michigan law concerning the solicitation of contributions because the state law 
at issue does not apply to contributions to federal political committees, and the state has 
officially interpreted that law as not regulating contributions or expenditures made to support or 
oppose federal candidates. During the discussion, the Commission heard from counsel on behalf 
of the requestor. 

Advisory Opinion Request 2014-08 (Nick for New York). The requestor withdrew the advisory 
opinion request. Congressional Candidate Nicholas Di iorio and his principal campaign 
committee, Nick for New York, had asked whether Mr. Di iorio may participate in a reality 
television show featuring candidates for office, and whether he may be paid in return for his 
participation.  
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http://www.fec.gov/agenda/2014/documents/mtgdoc_14-36-a.pdf
http://saos.fec.gov/saos/searchao?SUBMIT=ao&AO=3690&START=1302171.pdf
http://www.fec.gov/agenda/2014/documents/mtgdoc_14-35.pdf
http://www.fec.gov/agenda/2014/documents/mtgdoc_14-35.pdf
http://saos.fec.gov/saos/searchao;jsessionid=61383566DEFFE7A4312167ABCA150430?SUBMIT=ao&AO=3692&START=1300195.pdf


The Federal Election Commission (FEC) is an independent regulatory agency that administers 
and enforces federal campaign finance laws. The FEC has jurisdiction over the financing of 
campaigns for the U.S. House of Representatives, the U.S. Senate, the Presidency and the Vice 
Presidency. Established in 1975, the FEC is composed of six Commissioners who are nominated 
by the President and confirmed by the U.S. Senate. 
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