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PAC ACTIVITY REBOUNDS IN 1991-92 ELECTION CYCLE
-UNUSUAL NATURE OF CONTESTS SEEN AS REASON-

WASHINGTON —- Rebounding from relatively stagnant levels of financial
activity in the two Previous election cycles, political action committee
contributions to federal candidates rose 19%, according to a new study
released today by the Federal Election Commission.
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According to the FEC’s report, PAC’'s contributed $188.7 million to
federal candidates between January 1, 1991 and December 31, 1992. Most of

that money, $179.2 million, was given to candidates seeking election in
1992,
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Also, for the first time since 1977, PAC’'s drew on surplus funds
from previous yYears to spend more than they raised. During the 1991-92
election cycle, PAC's raised $385 million and spent $394 million.
after spending $9 million more than they raised,
31, 1992 totalled $95 million. While fundraising
grew more than 10%, compared to 1989-90.

0

Even
cash reserves on December

was up only 4%, spending
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at work i 1992 elections - making it a more
active and competitive election cycle: reapportionment and redistricting,
a8 large number of House retirements, special Senate elections in
Pennsylvania, California and North Dakota, another open-seat Senate race

in California, and a set of Senate seats which have, characteristically,
been highly competitive.

U
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Of the $179.2 million contributed to ‘92 races,
$126.3 million, challengers were given $21.5 million,
candidates, $31.4 million. The following table shows the distribution of
contributions over four election cycles. Keep in mind that the
percentages are in part determined by the number of campaigns of each type
that exist in each election cycle. 1In 1992, for example, there were 75
House districts where an incumbent never sought reelection (open seat),

compared to 40 such districts in 1990. oOnly 371 House incumbents sought
reelection in 1992, compared to 409 in 1990.

incumbents received
and open seat

PERCENTAGE OF PAC CONTRIBUTIONS GIVEN BY CANDIDATE STATUS

1991-92 198%9-90 1987-88 1985-86
Incumbents 71.7% 79.1% 74.2% 68.8%

Challengers 11.7% 10.2% 11.8% 14.2%
Open Seats 16.7% 10.7% 14.0% 17.0%
-more-




In terms of party distribution, Democrats received $115 million;
Republicans, $64 million. Other party candidates were given just over
$300,000. Partisan breakdowns are somewhat different in elections to the

two Chambers. The following chart provides percentages for four election
cycles.

PERCENTAGE OF PAC CONTRIBUTIONS GIVEN BY PARTY

1991-92 1989-90 1987-88 1985-86

SENATE

DEMOCRAT 57% 51% 55% 45%

REPUBLICAN 43% 49% 45% 55%
HOUSE

DEMOCRAT 67% 66% 66% 63%

REPUBLICAN 33% 33% 34% 37%

Less than $800,000 in PAC contributions went to Presidential
candidates in 1991-92, the least amount contributed since 1976.

In addition to the $179.2 million contributed to 92 candidates,
PAC’s made independent expenditures of $10 million to influence elections.
More than $8 million was spent on behalf of various candidates; another $2
million against them. 1In Congressional races, this spending increased
from $4.35 million in 1989-90, to just over $6 million in 1991-92. By
contrast, in Presidential campaigns, independent spending dropped from
$13.6 million in 1987-88, to just $4 million in 1991-92.

The following pages provide comprehensive data on PAC financial
activity for the 1991-92 election cycle and comparable summary statistics
for six previous election cycles. Rankings of the "Top 50" PAC’s follow
the tables. The tables on pages 6-7 show the distribution of PAC's by
total amount spent and total contributed to candidates. These tables
show, for example, that while 40% of all PAC’s spent less than $5,000

each, the 1.5% which spent more than $1 million represented almost 41% of
all PAC spending.

The FEC Reports on Pinancjal Activity, 1991-92: Party and Non-Party
Political Committees, Final Report will be published this fall, and will
provide details on each political committee registered with the
Commission.

(NOTE: This release pertains only to PAC activity for federal election
purposes. New FEC regqulations, effective January 1, 1991, require PAC’s

&

to also report all money raised and spent for shared federal and
non-federal activities. During 1991-92, PAC’s reported raising and
spending $7.7 million for the non-federal share of such activities. This
activity is NOT part of this release.)




PAC FINANCIAL ACTIVITY
1891-92
Number Receipts _ Dlsbursements Cash-on-Hand Dabts to Dobts by

Sv—

1930 $112,359,989  $112,229,816 $32,797,279 $10,122 $146,736
372 380,863,124 $94,327,669 323,721,774 $17,14 $230,603
1377 $73,851,848 $76,066,711 $10,352,422 $495,147  $10,735,123
838 $95,729,703 $97.424,308 $22,865,141 $195,691 $561,768
81 $4,798.441 $4.887,715 $2,155,022 30 $48.048

183 $6,713,184 $8,186,786 $3,000,480 $7.000 $219,349

4729 $385,318,287  $394,123,088 $94,892.118 $725,094 11,950,825
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PAC CONTRIBUTIONS TO FEDERAL CANDIDATES
January 1, 1991 through Decomber 31, 1092
No. Comm. | Total Contrib]l Presidontist Sonaste House Incumbent Challenger Open Beot Democrst Hepublican QOlher Expend For | Expend Against

i
¥

1501] 366,442,883 $190,026 $23.,393,576  $44,850.281 | $53.777.077 $5.480.721 §9.163085 | 8343085225  $34.031.058 $28.606 $47.883 $0
$64,285,721 $180,864 $21,229,632  $42,875.225 | $46.806.930 $5.203.708 §0.185005 | $32.2066 310  $31.079.545 $19 866 $47.587 30

254| $41,339,080 $351,200 $0.202,981  $31,604.819 | $25,123.222 87 605,012 $3 400058 | 839020 1) $2 092 508 $217.782 $296,407 $2,000
$30,601,341 $2339,200 $8,602,664 320,729,167 | $23,592.207 $7.679.178 $8.400 038 | $37.540 014 $1015.045 $216.602 $206.841 $2.000

$18,163,052 $120,403 $7.440,194  $10,622,455 | $10,862,661 $3.257,025 33,062,366 | $11,500,502 $6.642,204 $30,345 $4,044,104 $1,332,502
$17,377,138 $114,303 $6.021,066  $10,340,860 | $10,227,979 $2,1086.79) $3.962.368 | $10,975.260 $6.371,533 $30,345 $4,604,129 $1,023,587

$53,746,148 $107,432 $13,476,741  $40,161,972 | $30.864,037 $4.082,122 $6,999,187 | $31,181,543  $22,518,121 $46.482 $2,805,229 $617,071
351,249,467 $102,932 $12,437,082  $38,709.452 | $37,508.050 $4,742,230 $8,909,187 | $20,800,271  $21,404,014 $45,102 $2,798,406 $610,743

$2,881,300 $20,600 $728,459 $2,202,431 32,467,659 $167,121 $346,610 $2,016,595 $064,785 $0 $0 30
$2,837,604 $20,500 $653,424 $2,183,760 $2,330,674 $160,400 $348,610 $1,920,360 $007.924 $0 $0 $0

$3,883,452 $20.559 $1,371,324 $2.691,569 $3.021,658 $428,350 $535,444 $2,540,349 $1,430,053 §4.050 $105,710 $189,580
$3,733,003 $18,559 $1,242,257 $2,472,187 $2,784,765 $412,794 $635,444 $2,382,045 $1,346,908 $4.050 $179.267 $165,838

$188,676,013 3010211 $66,703,276 $132,162,527 [$135,216,114  $22,018,251 $31,438,648 [$120,661,024  $67,688,024 $326,265 $8,269,423 $2,141,253
$179,164,354 $776,449 $51,087,245_$127,300,660 |$126,250,605  $21,475,101 $31,438,648 1$114,923,060  $63,925,169 $316,125 $8,216,230 31,622,168

** The top line for each category of PAC contains figures for all candidates.
The second line pertains only to candidates seeking election in 1991.92.
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PAC Contributions to Candidates
January 1, 1991-December 31, 1992

Non- Trade/Maember/ Corp w/o
c t Ith Coop Stock Total

Senate(all) $23,393,576 $9,292,981 $7,440,194 $13,476,741 $728,459 $1,371,324 $55,703,275
1992 cand  $21,229,632 $8,602,884 $6,921,966 $12,437,082 $653,424  $1,242,257 $51,087,245

Democrat = $9,888,964 $8,880,081 $4,568,039 $7,136,630 $494,665 $830,321 $31,798,700
$8,742,463 $8,218,734 $4,174,454 $6,539,394 $450,405 $737,917 $28,863,367

incumbent $7.743,582 $3,863,967 $2,501,117 $4,815,134 $299,660 $560,257 $19,783,717
$6,670,891 $3,257,605 $2,143,642 $4,251,538 $255,900 $472,367 $17,051,943

Challenger $1,120,902 $2,877,338 $1,032,819 $1,153,556 $62,250 $131,314 $6,378,179
$1,047,092 $2,822,353 $996,709 $1,119,916 $61,750 $126,800 $6,174,620

Open Seat $1,024,480 $2,138,776 $1,034,103 $1,167,940 $132,755 $138,750 $5,636,804
$1,024,480 $2,138,776 $1,034,103 $1,167,940 $132,755 $138,750 $5.636,804

2
s

Hepublican = $13,495,262 $410,950 $2,870,455 $6,337,811 $233,794 $538,003 $23,886,275
$12,480,819 $383,200 $2,745,812 $5,895,688 $203,018 $501,340 $22,209,878

Incumbent $9,045,647 $382,500 $1,902,034 $4,532,118 $198,494 $426,002 $16,486,795
$8,023,199 $355,250 $1,782,279 $4,095,447 $169,919 $390,339 $14,816,433

™
N
o
(]

£
AN

Chalienger $1,304,810 $8,000 $453,275 $549,407 $6,450 $28,657 $2,350,599
$1,312,815 $7,500 $448,387 $543,955 $4,250 $27,657 $2,344,564

Open Seat $3,144,805 $20,450 $515,146 $1,256,286 $28,850 $683,344 $5,048,881
$3,144,805 $20,450 $515,146 $1,256,286 $28,850 $83,344 $5,048,881

G 80

Other $9,350 $1,950 $1,700 $2,300 $0 $3,000 $18,300
$6,350 $950 $1,700 $2,000 $0 $3,000 $14,000

9 5

PAC reports through December 31, 1992
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Housae(ali) $44,859,281

$42,875,225

Democrat _ $24,349,768

$23,406,020
Incumbent  $21,531,211
$20,635,886
Challenger $906,305
$857,882
Open Seat $1,912,252
$1,912,252

Begug!igan $20,493,423

$19,456,355
Incumbent $15,416,766
$14,437,083
Challenger $1,975,259
$1,917,874
Open Seat $3,101,308
$3,101,398
Other $16,090
$12,850

$31,694,819
$30,739,167

$29,797,842
$28,991,290

$19,437,784
$18,675,381

$4,350,818
$4,306,669

$6,009,240
$6,009,240
$1,681,645
$1,532,645

$1,305,289
$1,170,289

$135,866
$121,866

$240,490
$240,490

$215,332
$215,232

PAC Contributions to Candidates
January 1, 1991.December 31, 1992

Non-
e
$10,622,455
$10,340,869

$6,859,236
$6,719,678

$4,493,263
$4,363,140

$825,542
$816,107

$1,540,431
$1,540,431
$3,734,581
$3,592,553

$2,050,621
$1,922,292

$813,810
$800,111

$870,150
$870,150

$28,638
$28,638

Trade/Member/

th

coop

Corp wio
Stock

Tot

$40,161,972
$38,709,452

$23,938,680
$23,159,144

$18,674,668
$17,938,382

$1,628,917
$1,585,667

$3,635,095
$3,635,095
$16,179,110
$15,507,126

$11,833,417
$11,213,183

$1,410,777
$1,359,027

$2,934,916
$2,934,916

$44,182
$43,182

$2,232,431
$2,163,760

$1,503,930
$1,461,955

$1,322,975
$1,283,500

$55,200
$52,700

$125,755
$125,755
$728,501
$701,805

$645,030
$619,855

$24,221
$22,700

$59,250
$59,250

$0
$0

$2,591,569
$2,472,187

$1,692,278
$1,626,378

$1,439,473
$1,376,973

$98,792
$95,392

$154,013
$154,013
$898,241
$844,759

$595,117
$544,277

$147,337
$144,695

$155,787
$155,787

$1,050
$1,050

$132,162,527
$127,300,660

$86,141,734
$85,364,465

$66,8900,374
$64,273,262

$7,865,574
$7,714,417

$13,376,786
$13,376,786
$43,715,501
$41,635,243

$31,846,240
$29,906,979

$4,507,270
$4,366,273

$7,361,991
$7.361,991

$305,292
$300,952

Democrats $34,238,732

$32,148,483

Republicans $33,988,685

$31,837,174
Other $25,440
$19,200

$38,677,923
$37,212,024

$2,092,595
$1,915,845

$217,282
$216,182

$11,427,275
$10,894,132

$6,605,036
$6,338,365

$30,338
$30,338

$31,075,310
$29,698,538

$22,516,921
$21,402,814

$46,482
$45,182

$1,998,595
$1,912,360

$962,295
$904,824

$0
$0

$2,522,599
$2,364,205

$1,436,244
$1,346,099

$4,050
$4,050

$119,940,434
$114,227,832

$67,601,776
$63,845,121

$323,592
$314,952

Incumbents $53,737,406

$49,767,259
Challengers  $5,330,366
$5,152,513
Open Seats $9,185,085
$9,185,085

$25,123,222
$23,592,207

$7,454,622
$7,339,888

$8,409,956
$8,409,956

$10,951,135
$10,215,453

$3,149,148
$3.085.016

$3,962,366
$3,962,366

$39,863,837
$37,507,050

$4,775,689
$4,640,297

$8,999,187
$8,999,187

$2,466,159
$2,329,174

$148,121
$131,400

$346,610
$346,610

$3,020,849
$2,783,956

$406,600
$395,044

$535,444
$535,444

$135,162,608
$126,195,099

$21,264,546
$20,754,158

$31,438,648
$31.438,648

$68,252,857
$64,104.857

$40,987,800
$39,342 051

$18,062,649
$17,262.835

$53,638,713
$51,146,531

$2,960,890
$2.817.184

$3,962,893
$3,714,444

$187,865,802
$178,387,905

from PAC reports through December 31, 1992
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1991-92

Summary of PAC Independent Expenditure Activity

Presidential
Senate

House

For

Against

Total

$3,376,090
$2,011,277

$2,902,056

$621,258
$672,423

$847,672

$3,997,348
$2,683,700

$3,749,628

Total

$8,289,423

$2,141,253

$10,430,676

Corporation

Labor Organization
No Connected Org
Trade/Member/Health
Cooperative

Corp. w/o Stock

Independent Expenditures
by Committee Type

For

# of Cmte's

Amount

Against

# of Cmte's

Amount

Total

8

38

72

24

0

10

$47,883
$296,497
$4,944,104
$2,805,229
$0

$195,710

0

1

35

7

0

3

$0

$2,000
$1,332,522
$617,071

$0

$189,590

$47,883
$298,497
$6,276,696
$3,422,300
$0

$385,300

Total

152

$8,289,423

46

$2,141,253

$10,430,676

Note: Includes contributons toward recounts and Honoraria made by Committee's.
Also includes expenditures made in 1991 for previous elections.

The following amounts were spent on 1992 campaigns:

Senate

House

For

_Against

$1,965,445

$2,874,695

$363,370

$842,267
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Contlbutions
Disbursements to Candidates

Cash on

Debts Owed -
Hand’ L

By "-."

Receipts

Corporate ;

1991-92
1989-90
1987-88
1985-86
1983-84
1981.82
1979-80

Labor
1991.92
1989-90
1987-88
1985-86
1983-84
1981-82
1979-80

Non-Connected

1991-92
1989-30
1987-88
1985-86
1983-84
1981-82
1979-80

1321
1345
1270
1146
915
471

Trade/Member/Health

1891-92
1989-80
1987-88
1985-86
1983-84
1981-82
1979-80

Cooperative

1991-92
1989-90
1987-88
1885-86
1983-84
1981-82
1879-80

Corporation without Stock

1891-.92
1989-90
1987-88
1385-86
1983-84
1981-82
1979-80

Total
1991-92
1989.90
1987-88
1985-86
1983-84
1981-82
1979-80

836
801
848
789
757
669
635

61
60
61
57
58
51
36

183
161
169
1567
139
110
61

$112,359,089
$106,474,773
$96,917,153
$81,960,209
$66,331,047
$47,117,168
$33,879,272

$89,863,124
$88,926,833
$78,509,139
$65,310,945
$51,116,628
$37,473,996
$25,677,031

$73,851,846
$71,569,940
$106,254,069
$118,631,621
$102,789,387
$64,736,453
$40,067,137

$95,729,703
$92,516,400
$89,538,894
$75,431,133
$59,346,516
$43,356,912
$33,931,819

$4,798,441
$4,974,122
$4,856,605
$4,697,153
$4,485,621
$4,053,402
$2,792,644

$8,713,184
$7.629,909
$8,541,233
$7,398,205
$4,621,336
$2,714,425
$1,380,625

$385,316,287
$372,091,977
$384,617,093
$353,429,266
$288,690,535
$199,452,356
$137,728,528

$112,229,816
$101,055,267
$89,852,158
$79,277,456
$59,194,066
$43,273,223
$31,417,630

$94,327,669
$84,615,373
$74,071,575
$57,881,815
$47,544,022
$34,813,107
$25,099,848

$76,066,711
$71,382,835
$104,873,996
$118,423,473
$97,374,395
$64,299,269
$38,612,905

$97.424,389
$88,095,809
$83,719,092
$73,291,156
$53,984,073
$41,941,399
$32,045,752

$4,887,715
$4,830,175
$4,520,516
$4,683,060
$4,499,300
$3,757,728
$2,711,951

$9,186,766
$7.669,098
$7,163,038
$6,397,186
$4,226,620
$2,088,813
$1,265,298

$394,123,066
$357,648,557
$364,201,275
$339,954,146
$266,822,476
$190,173,539
$131,153,384

$68,442,883
$58,131,722
$56,155,259
$49,566,619
$39,008,465
$29,364,443
$21,560,863

$41,339,090
$34,732,029
$35,495,780
$31,038,885
$26,164,349
$20,916,367
$14,213,099

$18,183,052
$15,070,009
$20,330,050
$19,410,358
$15,322,624
$10,988,963

$5,217,705

$53,746,146
$44,804,886
$41,213,596
$34,551,531
$28,346,541
$22,939,475
$16,988,685

$2,881,390
$2,950,960
$2,736,132
$2,671,545
$2,621,713
$2,199,443
$1,507,164

$3,983,452
$3,431,890
$3,312,424
$2,600,780
$1.506,352
$1,144,635

$702,180

$188,676,013
$159,121,496
$169,243,241
$139,839,718
$112,970,044

$87,553,326

$60,189,696

$32,797,279
$32,863,915
$27,461,342
$20,451,897
$17,707,200
$10,322,820

$6,460,939

$23,721,774
$27,983,139
$23,920,302
$19,690,843
$12,196,756

$8,432,544

$5.920,202

$10,352,422
$11,638,505
$11,984,079
$10,665,717
$10,018,726

$3,530,072

$2,619,871

$22,865,141
$25,055,781
$19,808,22¢6
$14,131,828
$12,085,441

$6,488,368

$5.157.404

$2,155,022
$2,264,517
$2,118,411
$1,799,678
$1,788,060
$1.805,978
$1,495,619

$3,000,480
$3,534,686
$3,571,391
$2,322,367
$1,2786,701

$946,839

$326,216

$94,892,118
$103,340,543
$88,963,751
$69,062,430
$55,072,983
$31,626,621
$21,980,251

$146,736
$124,988
$233,016
$501,345
$249,481
$346,299
$274,997

$239,603

$77,785
$155,211
$i22,185
$484,775
$251,349

$20,502

$10,735,123
$9,979,974
$11,111,039
$10,017,572
$8,245,435
$4,206,209
$1,612,068

$561,768
$414,278
$293,414
$593,258
$283,447
$385,598
$393,319

$48,046
$35,869
$115,118
$111,937
$8,700
$15,000
$4,258

$219,349
$159,796
$101,665
$219,579
$157,675
$20,169
$3,073

$11,950,625
$10,792,690
$12,009,463
$11,565,877
$9,429,513
$5,224,624
$2,308,217
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