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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE . CONTACT: FRED EILAND
APRIL 22, 1982 _ SHARON SNYDER

WASHINGION — Funding that would permit the Federal Election Commission
tocazrymtitsrespasibilitjsd;xing.theleszaectimsmﬁtopmpare
ﬁortkelSMpmsidm&lelectimsmsxeqtnstedtodayinaheaﬁngbefwe
the Senate Cammittee on Rules and Administration.

FEC ‘Chairman Frank P. Reiche, Vice Chairman Damy L. McDonald and
Cammissioner Joan D. Aikens told the Committee, "The Reagan Administration
agreed that more resources vere needed by the Camission and subwitted
a request for $9,880,000 as part of the President's FY 1983 Budget.”

This is a $666,000 reduction fram the previous request.

The breadth of Camission activity in the 1982 and 1984 elections
willdepaﬂinlaxgepartmv&:athappensthisfiscalyear, Camnissioner
McDenald testified. Since the 1982 general election falls in'the first
month of the 1983 fiscal year, Commission attention will ‘focus on activities
incidental to contests for nearly 500 House and Semate seats. ‘

Iater that fiscal yeaxr, increased activity will be directed toward
the 1984 electicns. because presidential candidates will be eligible in
1983'to-suhnitmtdﬁngfmdreqtmisfcrcerﬁﬁcaﬁmtomreceipt
of public funds early in the election year. ’

With current dollars adjusted for inflation, Camrissioner McDonald said,
this year's budget request, with which the Camission is able to "meaningfully
enfcrceﬂelawsard‘assweccnpletepablicdisclosmofjnfomaﬁm,'is
ot the same as the $4.7 million devoted to administer the election laws in
1973 when there was little disclosure, no regulations or advisory opinions
and enforcement was almost totally lacking.

"CAct +n +ha Federal Govermment for administering public financing of
presidential elections as well as for disclosing, monitaring and providing
guidance with respect to all federal elections in 1979-80 ves less than
one percent of reported campaign finance activity," he said. This includes
same $100 million in public funds for financing presidential primery and -
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gerenleléctimanpaignsaﬂthemjorpartycawemﬁmlswwenasmre )
than $800 million spent in 1979-80 cznpalgnsaccordamtoreportsf:.lcﬂmth
the Camission.

Insl.xpportofaFE!'requestfor$183,000insupplawrtalF21982
funding, Comissioner McDonald said, "Ifapaysupplarmtalismtpzwided,
theCa:missionwillrmwtofnm:eybeforetheetﬂpf,theﬁscalyear
arﬁwillface.trepcospectofﬁmlmgtﬁmﬂlemtixestaffatatimem
we should be increasing- our activity to deal with the 1982 Congressional

hedescribedahjﬁngfreezemidzzednedthemanentstaffmnlfrm
258 in FY 1979. A recent reduction-in-force cut the FEC Audit Division
by ancther 16 positions, half the division. Other spending cuts have
-beenmademcmtractsadnmlshemdbyﬂ'xemaialcleanngtmsem
Election Administration, :.nt:avel,andmaxtreachprogramstoedm'ate
potential candidates as well as political committees.
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