-

NEWS FROM... 76080201782

FEDERAL ELECTION
COMMISSION

i 1325 K Stroet, N.W.,Washington, D.C. 20363 .

RELEASE: ON RECEIPT CONTACT: DAVID FISKE
SUSAN TIFFT
(202) 382-4112
FEC FILES SUIT
AGATNST THREE CANDIDATES

WASHINGTON~ NOV.5 - The Federal Election Commission today revealed that it has filed civil
suits this week in three United States District Courts to compel three Federal candidates
to comply with the reporting requirements of the Federal Election Campaign Act. )

In separate suits involving one candidate. for the U.S. Senate and two candidates for
the U.S. House of Representatives, the FEC asked the District Courts to order each candidate
to file the July 10 quarterly reports, and subsequent quarterly reports, and to file the
report required 10 days prior to a recent primary election.The FEC also asked the Courts
to assess a penalty, of not more than $5,000 against each candidate "for failing and re-
fusing to comply with [these] requirements of the Act.” N )

The following are the candidates, the District/State, the date of the candidatefsf?
primary election, and the U.S. District Court in which the suits were filed, (alphabetically .-
by state): e

John H. Glover...........(Sen. - Minnesota)...

(September 14, 1976).........(District Court, Minnesota)
Percy Gray.eescesesssoess(ist Dist. - Missouri)...

(August 3, 1976).ve....... (Eastern District Court, Missouri)

Timothy Bearson..........{3rd Dist. - Wisconsin)...
(September 14, 1976)....+.... (Western District Court, Wisconsin)

The Commission stated in its court .complaints that prior to filing civil suits, it had
sent two notices to each candidate concerning the failure to file the pre-primary report.

Subsequent to the primary electioﬁ, the FEC also published each candidate's name pub-
licly, as required by the statute , as having failed to file the pre-election report.

In the case involving an August 3 primary (Gray), the FEC sent pre-election report
filing notices to the candidate on July 27. apd 30, and published the non-filer list on

September 23.

In the cases involving a September 14 primary (Bearson and Glover), the FEC sent
principal campaign committee designation no.ices to Timothy Bearson on August 16 and
September 2, and to John Glover on August 13 and September 4. The Commission sent the
pre-election report filing notices to both candidates September 8 and 10, and published
the non-filer list .on September 23. ’ :

In eacu vase, under +L0 compilance procedures, tue Lirsc notice infusimed Lhe candidaie -
that the Commission found "reason to believe" a violation of the Act may have .occurred,
and the second notice informed the candidate that the Commission found "reasonable cause )
to believe" a violation of the Act may have occurred. Prior to filing suit, the Commission . ’
voted to find "probable cause" te believe a violation of the Act may have occurred.. =




