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COSTS OF CAMPAIGNING INCREASE
WASHINGTON — Costs of campaigning for Congress in 1979-80 were 23% higher
than in 1977-78, according to updated figures released today by the Federal
Election Commission.

Camnission data shows that candidates for the 97th Congress collectively
spmts-.'smuionmremﬂeirca@aigrlsunndidﬂaei:camterpartsinthe
1978 Congressicnal elections.

Thisdoesmttaheintoaocqmttheﬁrpactofinﬂatimo;thefactthat
there were 356 more candidates involved in 1980 than in 1978.

During 1979-80, U.S. House and Semate candidates raised $252 million
and spent $242 million. In 1977-78, U.S. House and Senate campaigns raised
$202 million and spent $197 million.

For the 1979-80 election cycle, most of the money was spent by campaigns
that waged successful primary elections and which were contenders in November's
general éiec_tim. candidates who lost in the primaries spent less than a
combined total of $50 million.

The FEC's informaticn also shows that PAC's comtributed $55.3 million -
or 228 - of the $252 million raised by Semate and House candidates. 2gain,
most of the PAC contributions were made to campaigns involved .in both primary

anigeneraleléctions. Losingpr:i.marycanpaignsrweivedlesstl‘:an$4million

' fram PAC's.
An Interim Repart on Financial Activity for 1979-80 U.S. House and Senate .

canpaignswillbepv.ﬂ:lishedbytheFECinOctober. That Report will contain a
detailedreviavofﬂlesarcesofmessionalcarpaimﬁnﬂing,asveuasan .
itemization of each House and Senate campaign.

Summary information on varicus categories of 1979-80 Congressicnal
candidates appears in the attached charts.
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