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Dear Ms. Smith:

I am writing on behalf of the National Rifle Assoclation of
America, Ine. to comment on the proposed adoption of a new Part
117, which was published in the Federal Register on October 3, 2001 .
(66 FR 50358).

S 117.2* As BSubgections (a){l) and (b] are currently worded,
they are awkward and difficult to read together. As was dona in
tha axplanation of § 117.2 (66 FR at 50364), we would suggest that
Subsection {a}{l) read as follows and that Subsection (b) be

deleted:

- -

(1) The corporaticn or laber organization does not charge
or charges only a nominal amount for providing hyperlinke
to other organizations+, c

L] re .t

Further, we would suggest that Subdivision (2) {"The hyperlink
is not coordinated ganeral public political communicationa under §
100,22 of thiz chapter") be deleted for the following reason.

§ 100.23 states in part:

An  expenditure for a general public polltical

communication is c¢onsidered tc be coordinated with a

candidate or party committee if the communication-

{1) . . ., and

(2) 1s created, produced or distributad-
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(i} at the suggestion of the candidate, tha
candidate's authorized committeas . . . .

Thus, one of tha critaria which makes an expenditura
"coordinated™ ig if it is “created, produced or distributed® at the
"suggsgtion of the candidate, the candidate's authorized committes
+ = « " As a result, under § 1l17.2, if the candldate or the
candidate's authorized committee meraly euggests that a hyperlink
he placed on a corporation's website, the corporation may not do
0. Glvan that the hyperlink is something of nominal or no value,
it is unnecessary to make compliance with § 100.23 a condition for
placement of a hyperlink.

§ 1l7.3: Wa would suggest deleting Subsection (a) ("The
corporation or labor organization ordinarily makes press relsages
available to the general publio on its web site , . . ") for two
raasons. \

1} The existence vel non of other, non-candidate-related preus
releages dogs not change the nature of a candidate-relestad press
ralease.

2) Under § 114.4(c)(6}(i}, there is no requirenant that a *
corporation or labor organization ordinarily make press releases
available to the general public to be parmitted to issue candidate-
related press releases. There is no logical reason for imposaing a
different requirement in § 117.3 since the purposa of a prays
releasa is to make a "public annocuncement” of the corporation's or
lahor organization's endorsement and distributing it to the media,
which disseminates it to the publio, is functionally equivalent to
posting the press release on a web sita.
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Richard E. Gardiner




