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FAX COVER SHEET
NAME COMPANY NAME TELECOPY NO.
TO: Mai T, Dinh Federal Election Commission  (202) 219-3923
FROM:  Christine Fiordalis
DIRECT DIAL: 574-237-1161 E-MAIL:
DATE:  April9, 2004 TIME SENDING:
NUMBER OF PAGES (INCLUDING THIS COVER SHEET): 4 ,‘_ﬁ_tg

If you have difficulty receiving this Fax, please call Christine Ficrdalis at $74-237-1161.

Dear Ms. Dinh:

Attached is a letter opposing the proposed rules to redefine “political committees.” Such a rule
is completely antithetical to the vision of democracy held by our founding fathers and the current
American public. The rule is politically motivated and does not serve the public’s right and need
to discuss issues and policy. The signers of the attached letter are passionate in their opposition

to this assault on American liberty. % g m
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Response once received: Please deliver immediately.

00 Original to follow by mail
B Original will not follow by mail

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This message is for the exclusive use of the individual or entity to which it is
addressed and is confidential. If you are not the addressec or an employee or agent of the addressee responsible for
delivering it to the addressee, please do not read, use, disclose, copy or distribute this message and do not take any action in
reliance upon it. If you have received this message in error, please notify us immediately by tclephone (collect) to arrange
for its rerurn. We do not intend to waive any attorney-zlient or work product privilege by the transmission of this message.
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Ms. Mai T. Dinh € S o
Acting Assistant General Counsel = - 22%5A
Federal Election Commission =:’ 23§Z9
Washington, D.C. o Foal<
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Dear Ms. Dinh: 0 "523°
ear ivis. . ﬁ. ; 2

This letter is in response to the FEC’s proposed rules that would redefife “political
committees” and, in effect, stifle the ability of many nonprofit organizations to participate
in the political process of our country. We urge you to abandon such rules!

The hallmark of American democracy is our right as citizens to express opinions. In fact, it is
necessary that we do so in order to properly educate ourselves and others about the issues
affecting our lives and livelihoods.

The current effort by the Republican National Committee pressuring you to pass rules that
would, in effect, shut down criticism (and even support) of federally elected officials is a
terrifying disregard of free speech and transparent government. It goes far beyond any existing
precedent, including the stated intent of the McCain-Feingold campaign finance reform law and
the U.S. Supreme Court’s ruling upholding it. Except for running broadcast ads close to an
election, the McCain-Feingold act does not change the way in which nonprofit interest groups
(including 527 political organizations) operate. In fact, Congress specifically considered that
very issue at least three times in the last several years and each time chose not to include 527
groups in the campaign finance reform bill.

The proposed rules essentially unrave] the fabric of tax-exempt law that has existed for decades,
with potentially devastating impact on such groups’ financial structure and ability to raise money
and operate as tax-exempt entities. The rules will dramatically impede vigorous debate about
important national issues, virtually gagging public policy advocacy. Public officials will be
insulated from substantive criticism and civic participation will be diminished, which is exactly
the opposite of what supporters of campaign finance reform intend,

The current effort by the GOP is clearly a political tactic designed to stifle criticism of President
Bush and the policies of his administration in this election year. It is mot positive campaign
finance reform which, in any case, is not the purview of the FEC but of Congress and the
American people We, the signers of this letter and deeply concerned citizens, urge you to
abandon these outrageous proposed rules. Do not let political pressure intimidate you! Discard
these rules and we will stand behind your decision to take the high road in protecting our basic
American liberties of organization, dissent and discussion. Deliberation of the issues facing our
country are too important, too vital for the wellbeing of the entire global community, to be
subjected to manipulation and restriction.

Sincerely yours,

Concerned Citizens in Indiana and Michigan
(signatures attached)
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