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Federal Elecnon Commussion, Nonce of Proposed Rulemakung;
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support of the Commussion’s proposed amendments 1o irs rules regarding conmbunons to
the separate segreguted fund (S3F) of a trade assocution by employee-stackholders 2nd
execunve and admunistrative pezsonnel (collectvely, restricted class employees) of
Corporaaons that aze members of rade assoqanons. PBA 1s 2 starewide mmade 2ssac1anon

Iepresenung approximarely 200 financal mnsaeons of all sizes m the Commonwealth of
Peansylvamg

PBA urges 1ts quick sdapuon and implementanon for the following reasans,

As the Commission starcd at the beginning of the Analysis secnon of the Nonce of
Proposcd Rulemaking, at 69 Fedcral Regusrer 76631, the quesnon 15 "...whether the
regulatory prohibidon aganse payroll deducton and check.off SyStems continues (o make
sense.” In PBA's view, the prohibinon does nor make sense. Payroli deducmon 1s commuonly
used to make many rypes of Paymeats mcluding conmbunons for chaziable, savings, and
other purposes. The Comnussion permuts employee canmbunons 1o $SFs sponsozed by
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As the Commussion poiars ouran irs Proposal, the Federal Election Cumpaign Act of 1971,
33 amendad, ar 2 U.S.C. 441b(b) (4)(D}, sllows wrade 2$5001a000s o solict conmburons fom
trimcted class employees of member corporanons. 69 Federal Remster 76629 December
22, 2004. Further, the Commussion’s regulanons provide that “(Dhere is no limiagon on the
method of fachmatng the making of voluntary conmibutions which 2 rrade 3ssocanon may
use.” 11 CFR 114 8(¢) (3).

These provisions werc further explained in the Comnussion’s Advisary Opunion 2003-22,
wherem the Commission authorized the collecnng of volunrary conmbunons by a corporate
member of 2 txade associauon from the member’s resmicred class employces and forwarding
the contdbunoens 1o the trade associanon’s SSE. In addinon, the Commussion’s Adwisory
Opinion 1999-35 permaes resmcted class employees’ conmbutions to 2 rade assacagon’s
S3F to be deducted frum the cenwriburors’ depository accounts.

These previniuns und the Commission’s own mterpretatons demaonstrate thar the proposed
change 1o permir payroll deducdons 13 well-grounded 1n stature 208 regulation. Exrending
this authonty to payroll deductions for 2 ede assocanon’s SSF as a logical and fair
regulatosy change that would permur corporate members of made 2ssocianons to have the
same oppormuunes thar labor organizanons and corporations themselves egjoy. The
proposed changes 1o the Commussion’s regulanons would be coasistent warh the regulatory
and statutory provisions mennoned above and would allovw trade 2550Q2m0n3 access 1o 3
means of collecung contrburions that is currendy available 1o corporznons and labor

orgamuzanons.
For all of those reasons, PBA Supports prompt zedopnon of the propased rulemaking and
urges its speedy implemenmunon

Thaak you for this epportunity to share our views. 1 you have any quesnons or need
addinonal mformanon regarding thus lermer, Please do not hesiate to contact us.

Sincerely,
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