














							April 10, 2002








The Honorable Richard B. Cheney


President of the Senate


United States Senate


S-212, The Capitol


Washington, D.C.  20510





Dear Mr. Vice President:





The Federal Election Commission requests an emergency FY 2002 supplemental appropriation, totaling $750,000 in no year funding, for administrative start-up costs associated with implementation of the recently enacted Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2002 (BCRA).  President Bush signed this legislation on March 27, 2002.  





The Commission is currently evaluating the impact of the BCRA on its operations and will provide a detailed cost analysis.  An amendment to the FY 2003 budget request will be forwarded to OMB and the Congress in early May.  In the interim, however, the Commission requires supplemental funds to begin implementation immediately.





The Commission will require more space for the additional staff to implement the BCRA, particularly during the initial implementation stage.  At this time, the FEC cannot accommodate additional staff in our existing space located at 999 E Street, N.W.  We are exploring the option of acquiring at least one of the two remaining floors in our current building.  This will require evicting the current federal tenants and renovating, if necessary, their newly acquired space.





The logistics and timing are such that the Commission requires an immediate commitment of funds in FY 2002 to initiate the process soon.  This is necessary in order to have usable space ready early in FY 2003 for the new FEC staff to enable work to proceed on implementing the many changes required by the BCRA.





The BCRA is a complex piece of legislation, which will necessitate total revisions to many portions of the Commission’s regulations in Title 11 of the Code of Federal Regulations.  The Commission has set aside $250,000 in FY 2002 funds to accommodate the Office of General Counsel’s (OGC) immediate needs.  The OGC has already begun work on the new “soft money” rules which must be promulgated within 90 days of enactment (by June 25, 2002).  All other provisions contain a statutory deadline for promulgation of rules 270 days after the enactment date (by December 22, 2002).  At the same time, the Commission is preparing to defend itself against lawsuits that have been, or will be, filed as a result of this legislation.
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The Commission does not have funds available in our sole account, “salaries and expenses,” nor do we have other accounts from which to reprogram funds.  Therefore, we seek this supplemental appropriation.  It is our understanding that the FY 2002 emergency supplemental appropriations bill will be marked up by the full House Appropriations Committee as early as this week.  I urge your support in including this agency’s request for $750,000 (no year funding) in the supplemental spending bill now pending.  If the Commission receives this FY 2002 supplemental request, we will reduce our amended FY 2003 budget request by that amount.





Thank you for your consideration of this request.  The Commission anticipates an aggressive and extensive implementation program and looks forward to working with the Administration and Congress as we move forward.





Sincerely,











						David M. Mason


						Chairman











						Karl J. Sandstrom


						Vice Chairman
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