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CAMPAIGN REFORM





S. 804, introduced by Dorgan and Warner on 4/7/03—providing tax credits for campaign contributions—maximum $400 to married couples earning up to $120,000 and up to $200 for singles with incomes up to $60,000—referred to Finance.





S. 1059, introduced by Hutchison on 5/14/03—taxing all campaign committees at the corporate rate based on their level of income—referred to Finance.





S. 1388, Federal Election Administration Act of 2003, introduced by McCain-Feingold on 7/10/03—establishing a new three-member independent Federal Election Administration (FEA) to replace the current Federal Election Commission; establishing a ten-year term for the Chairman and 6-year terms for the remaining two Commissioners, who shall be from separate parties; authorizing the Chairman, in consultation with the other members of the Administration, to appoint a staff director and general counsel and to set the budget for the agency; requiring that enforcement proceedings for violations of the campaign finance laws be conducted before administrative law judges (ALJs); authorizing the General Counsel to represent the FEA in enforcement proceedings; authorizing ALJs to find that violations of law have occurred, impose civil penalties and issue cease and desist orders, subject to an appeal to the FEA; and stipulating that the decision by the FEA regarding such an appeal will be considered final agency action and be subject to judicial review—referred to Rules.  (See also:  H.R. 2709).





S. 1497, Our Democracy, Our Airwaves Act of 2003, introduced by McCain, Feingold and Durbin on 7/30/03—requiring broadcast licensees to air a minimum of two hours per week of candidate-centered or issue-centered programming before a primary or general Federal election; establishing a broadcast voucher program, funded by an annual spectrum use fee paid by broadcasters, to enable candidates and national party committees to run political ads on radio and television; and requiring television and radio stations to provide candidates and parties with non-preemptive advertising time at the lowest rate—referred to Commerce.





S. 1874, Senate Campaign Disclosure Parity Act, introduced by Feingold and McCain on 11/17/03—requiring Senate candidates to file their campaign finance reports electronically—referred to Rules.





S. 1920, Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act of 2003, introduced by Grassley on 11/21/03 (Title XII; Section 1235)—providing that Federal Election Law fines and penalties are non-dischargeable debt—Passed Senate, by a voice vote, on 11/25/03; Passed House, by a vote of 265-99, on 1/28/04; in conference.











S. 2392, Political Candidate Personal Responsibility Act (Stand by Your Ad Act II), introduced by Wyden and Graham on 5/6/04—requiring that campaign communications that mention another federal candidate running for the same office—audio or video ads transmitted over the Internet, newspaper ads, brochures, bulk mailings and e-mail, and prerecorded telephone calls—carry a “Stand by Your Ad” disclaimer stating that the candidate personally approved the message—referred to Rules.


 


S.J. Res. 5, introduced by Hollings and Specter on 1/23/03—proposing a Constitutional Amendment authorizing Congress to set limits on contributions to, and expenditures made by, federal candidates; and authorizing States to set such limits on State and local candidates—referred to Judiciary.





H.R. 156, Push Poll Disclosure Act of 2003, introduced by Petri-Maloney, et al, on 1/7/03—requiring that each participant in a poll, conducted for a Federal candidate and seeking the opinion of more than 1,200 households, be told the identity of the survey’s sponsor and whether or not the survey results will be released to the public, in which case the cost of the poll and the sources of its funding must be reported to the FEC, along with a count of the households contacted and a transcript of the questions asked—referred to House Administration.





H.R. 157, Citizen Involvement in Campaigns (CIVIC) Act of 2003, introduced by Petri-Maloney, et al, on 1/7/03—amending the Internal Revenue Code to provide a credit and a deduction for small political contributions—referred to Ways and Means.





H.R. 235, Houses of Worship Free Speech Restoration Act, introduced by Jones-Delay, et al, on 1/8/03—repealing IRS authority to revoke tax status of a church, temple, or mosque whose clergy speak out on issues that the IRS deems to be too political—referred to Ways and Means.





H.R. 429, State and Local Candidate Fairness Act of 2003, introduced by Sensenbrenner on 1/28/03—amending the Internal Revenue Code to provide that the graduated income tax rates that apply to principal campaign committees of federal candidates shall apply to all comparable committees of state and local candidates—referred to Ways and Means.  (See also:  H.R. 2368).





H.R. 681, introduced by English on 2/11/03—prohibiting an authorized committee of a winning federal candidate, which received a personal loan from the candidate, from making repayment on the loan after the date on which the candidate begins serving in such office—referred to House Administration.





H.R. 797, Candidate Anti-Corruption Act, introduced by English on 2/13/03—prohibiting the use of any contribution made to a Federal candidate, or any donation made to an individual as support for the individual’s activities as an office holder, for the payment of a salary to the candidate or individual or to any member of the immediate family of the candidate or individual—referred to House Administration.








H.R. 975, Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act (Title XII; Section 1235)—providing that Federal Election Law fines and penalties are non-dischargeable debt—Passed House, by a vote of 315-113, on 3/19/03; on Senate Calendar.  (For further action, see S. 1920).





H.R. 1733, Senior Bill of Rights Act of 2003 (Title VII, Prohibition of Certain Campaign Contributions), introduced by Crowley-Allen, et al, on 4/10/03)—prohibiting campaign contributions by chief executive officers of pharmaceutical companies—referred jointly to Energy and Commerce, Ways and Means, Veterans’ Affairs, and House Administration.





H.R. 2368, introduced by Green-Reyes, et al, on 6/5/03—providing that the graduated income tax rates that apply to principal campaign committees of federal candidates shall apply to all comparable committees of state and local candidates—referred to Ways and Means.  (See also:  H.R. 429).





H.R. 2529, Accountability and Transparency in Federal Campaigns Act of 2003, introduced by Hoekstra on 6/19/03—requiring not less than 75 percent of the amount of individual contributions accepted by Congressional candidates to come from in-State residents; and increasing disclosure requirements—referred to House Administration.





H.R. 2667, Voters’ Right to Know Act of 2003, introduced by Maloney on 7/8/03—requiring operators of political push polls and phone banks, who conduct calls within 25 days preceding a Federal election and seek the opinion of more than 1,500 households, to disclose the identity of the organization paying for the call; and, in cases where the caller is advocating the election or defeat of a Federal candidate, requiring the campaign or organization conducting the calls to disclose to the FEC the number of households they have contacted and the script they used in making the calls—referred to House Administration.





H.R. 2709, Federal Election Administration Act of 2003, introduced by Shays-Meehan on 7/10/03—establishing a new three-member independent Federal Election Administration (FEA) to replace the current Federal Election Commission; establishing a ten-year term for the Chairman and 6-year terms for the remaining two Commissioners, who shall be from separate parties; authorizing the Chairman, in consultation with the other members of the Administration, to appoint a staff director and general counsel and to set the budget for the agency; requiring that enforcement proceedings for violations of the campaign finance laws be conducted before administrative law judges (ALJs); authorizing the General Counsel to represent the FEA in enforcement proceedings; authorizing ALJs to find that violations of law have occurred, impose civil penalties and issue cease and desist orders, subject to an appeal to the FEA; and stipulating that the decision by the FEA regarding such an appeal will be considered final agency action and be subject to judicial review—referred to House Administration.  (See also:  S. 1388).





H.R. 3172, introduced by McCollum on 9/24/03—establishing a public funding program for Congressional candidates to be funded by an income tax check-off; and providing a refundable tax credit for individuals who contribute to publicly funded candidates—referred jointly to Ways and Means and House Administration.





H.R. 3525, Citizen Legislature and Political Freedom Act, introduced by Doolittle-Hastert, et al, on 11/19/03—removing the limits on federal election campaign contributions made during calendar years beginning after 2004; abolishing the Presidential Election Campaign Fund; requiring mandatory electronic filing; requiring State and local party committees to file state campaign filings with the FEC at the same time they file with the State; requiring electronic filing for any person or entity required to file with the FEC; requiring, within 24 hours of receipt, the reporting of all contributions made to any political committee within 90 days prior to an election; waiving the “Best Efforts” exception for information on identification of contributors, effective with respect to persons making contributions for elections occurring after January 2005—referred jointly to House Administration and Ways and Means.





H.R. 3641, Clean Money, Clean Elections Act, introduced by Tierney-Grijalva, et al, on 11/21/01.


	Title I—Clean Money Financing of House Election Campaigns:  Establishing, within the Treasury, the House of Representatives Election Fund, to provide financing and broadcast benefits in primary, general, and runoff elections to those House candidates who agree to abide by specified voluntary spending limits and certain other specified conditions; requiring private money candidates facing “clean money” opponents to report within 48 hours expenditures which in the aggregate exceed the amount provided to a clean money candidate, with additional reporting of increments of $100; requiring the FEC to notify the affected “clean money” candidate within 24 hours of receiving such reports; and stipulating that a candidate who received private contributions or made private expenditures prior to enactment of the Act will not be disqualified as a “clean money” candidate provided such funds are returned to the contributor or submitted to the FEC for deposit in the House of Representatives Election Fund.





	Title II—Independent Expenditures; Coordinated Political Party Expenditures:  Requiring reporting of independent expenditures made, or obligated to be made, in support of an opponent of, or in opposition to a “clean money” candidate, as follows:  (1) prior to 20 days before the date of the election, each such independent expenditure which exceeds an aggregate of $1,000 by a person shall be reported within 48 hours, and (2) after 20 days prior to the date of the election, each such independent expenditure made or obligated to be made which exceeds an aggregate of $500 shall be reported within 24 hours; stipulating that for any House district where one or more candidates is a “clean money” candidate, the amount that a party may spend in support of its nominee in the general election period is 10% of the amount of funds a “clean money” candidate is eligible to receive in that election; requiring a political party committee that makes a coordinated expenditure in a federal general election in excess of $5,000 to certify that such committee will not make any independent expenditures in connection with that campaign.





	Title III—Voter Information:  Providing clean money candidates with 30 minutes of free broadcast time during the primary election (and runoff) period and 75 minutes of free broadcast time during the general election (and runoff) period; requiring broadcasters to charge a “clean money” candidate in a contested election at 50% of the lowest unit rate under Section 315(b) of the Communications Act of 1934 for TV time purchased in the 30 days preceding the primary (and runoff) and the 60 days preceding the general (and runoff) election; prohibiting broadcasters from preempting time purchased by House candidates; repealing the current lowest unit rate for private money candidates; prohibiting franked mass mailings by a Member of the House, unless they are not a candidate for any federal office in that year, from the date the primary election period begins (i.e., 90 days before the primary) to the date of the general election.





	Title IV—Restructuring and Strengthening of the Federal Election Commission:  Adding a seventh member to the FEC, appointed by the President from among persons recommended by the Commission; authorizing the FEC to conduct random audits and investigations to ensure voluntary compliance with the FECA; authorizing and setting standards for initiation by the Commission of a civil action for a temporary restraining order or preliminary injunction; granting the Commission greater discretion in opening an investigation by changing the “reason to believe” standard to a “reason to open an investigation” standard; allowing the FEC to petition the Supreme Court on certiorari; authorizing the Commission to order expedited proceedings based on clear and convincing evidence that a violation of the FECA has occurred, is occurring, or is about to occur; requiring mandatory electronic filing; requiring, within 24 hours of receipt, the reporting of all contributions made to any political committee within 90 days prior to an election; and authorizing the Commission to issue a subpoena without the signature of the chairman or vice chairman of the Commission.





	Title V—Miscellaneous Provisions: Providing that if any provision or amendment to this Act is declared unconstitutional, the remainder of the Act and amendments made by the Act will be unaffected; providing that appeals regarding rulings on the constitutionality of any provision of this Act may be taken directly to the Supreme Court; and providing that this Act shall take effect on January 1, 2004—referred jointly to House Administration, Energy and Commerce, and Government Reform.





H.R. 3801, First Amendment Restoration Act, introduced by Bartlett-Flake, et al, on 2/11/04—repealing the requirement that persons making disbursements for electioneering communications file reports on such disbursements with the Federal Election Commission; and repealing the prohibition on the making of disbursements for electioneering communications by corporations and labor organizations—referred to House Administration.


 


H.R. 4384, Truth in Spending Act of 2004, introduced by English and Greenwood on 5/18/04—amending the Internal Revenue Code to provide parity in reporting requirements for national party committees and unregulated political organizations, by requiring political organizations to report monthly, in lieu of quarterly—referred to Ways and Means.





H.J. Res. 5, introduced by Dingell on 1/7/03—proposing a Constitutional amendment to authorize Congress to limit Federal campaign spending—referred to Judiciary.





H.J. Res. 21, introduced by Leach on 2/5/03—proposing a Constitutional amendment to allow Congress and the States to enact laws regulating the amount of expenditures a candidate for elective public office may make from personal funds or from funds obtained by members of his/her immediate family—referred to Judiciary.





CONGRESSIONAL REFORM





S. 1820, Continuity of Congress Act of 2003, introduced by Cornyn and Lott on 11/5/03—authorizing the States to implement such mechanisms as are necessary to endure the continuity of Congress in the event that one-fourth of the members of either the House or Senate are killed or incapacitated—referred to Rules.





S. 2031, Continuity of the Senate Act of 2004, introduced by Cornyn, Dodd and Lott on 1/27/04—authorizing states to implement such mechanisms as are necessary in a time of national crisis to ensure the continuity of the Senate in the event that a quorum of the Senate is not present due to the inability of members of the Senate to discharge the powers and duties of their office—referred to Rules.





S. 2041, Fiscal Responsibility Act of 2004, introduced by Miller on 2/2/04, providing that pay for Members of Congress be reduced following any fiscal year in which there is a Federal deficit—referred jointly to House Administration and Government Reform.   (See also:  H.R. 3736).





S. 2073, Presidential Succession Act of 2004, introduced by Cornyn and Lott on 2/12/04—removing members of congress from the presidential line of succession; providing that any officer serving as acting President will serve until a new President is elected or the disability of the President or Vice President is removed; eliminating the statutory requirement that officers must resign in order to serve as acting President; ensure that only individuals previously duly confirmed to the Cabinet are eligible to serve in the line of succession; and providing for the event that a person serving as Acting President under the succession law is himself killed or incapacitated; and placing the Secretary of Homeland Security in the line of succession, immediately following the Attorney General—referred to Rules.





S.J. Res. 23, Special Elections/Appointments Provisions Bill, introduced by Cornyn on 11/5/03—proposing a Constitutional amendment providing for the event that one-fourth of the members of either the House or Senate are killed or incapacitated—Judiciary Subcommittee on the Constitution, Civil Rights, and Property Rights ordered reported on 5/13/04.





S.J. Res. 35, introduced by Miller on 4/28/04—repealing the seventeenth article of amendment to the Constitution, thereby allowing for election of Senators by the State legislatures in lieu of direct elections—referred to Judiciary.





S. Con. Res. 89, introduced by Cornyn and Lott on 2/12/04—expressing the sense of the Congress that during the period preceding the end of a term of office in which a President will not be serving a succeeding term: (1) that President should submit the nominations of individuals to the Senate who are selected by the President-elect for offices that fall within the line of succession; (2) the Senate should conduct confirmation hearings and a Senate floor vote on the nominations between January 3 and January 20 before the Inauguration; and (3) that President should agree to sign and deliver commissions on January 20 before the Inauguration of all approved nominations, to ensure continuity of Government—referred to Rules.





S. Res. 151, Secret Holds Resolution, introduced by Grassley-Wyden, et al, on 5/21/03—requiring Senators to make public the fact that he/she has placed a hold on a legislative or executive matter—Rules held hearing on 6/17/03.





S. Res. 173, introduced by McCain-Kyle, et al—amending Rule XVI of the Standing Rules of the Senate with respect to legislating on appropriations bills—Rules held hearing on 7/9/03.





H.R. 415, Congress 2006 Commission Act, introduced by Hastings on 1/29/03—making recommendations on the appropriate size of the membership of the House of Representatives and the method by which Members are elected—referred to Judiciary.





H.R. 1881, Congressional Pay for Performance Act, introduced by Bilirakis on 4/30/03—ensuring that the Legislative Branch Appropriations, which contains an automatic pay adjustment for Members of Congress, is not enacted prior to disposal of the remaining appropriations bills—referred jointly to the Committees on Rules and Appropriations.





H.R. 2160, introduced by Andrews on 5/20/03—increasing to five years the period during which former Members of Congress may not engage in certain lobbying activities—referred to Judiciary.





H.R. 3736, Fiscal Responsibility Act of 2004, introduced by Deal on 1/28/04, providing that pay for Members of Congress be reduced following any fiscal year in which there is a Federal deficit—referred jointly to House Administration and Government Reform.  (See also:  S. 2041).





H.R. 3792, introduced by Stearns-Hall, et al—providing that no automatic pay adjustment for Members of Congress shall be made in the year following a fiscal year in which there is a Federal budget deficit—referred jointly to House Administration and Government Reform.





H.J. Res. 77, introduced by Baird on 11/19/03—proposing a Constitutional amendment regarding the appointment of individuals to fill vacancies in the House—referred to Judiciary.





H.J. Res. 83, introduced by Baird on 12/8/03, proposing a Constitutional amendment regarding the appointment of individuals to fill vacancies in the House—Judiciary Committee reported, unfavorably, on 5/5/04; report filed 5/19/04 (H. Rept. 108-503); on House Calendar.





H.J. Res. 92, Special Elections/Appointments Provisions Bill, introduced by Rohrabacher on 4/2/04—proposing a Constitutional amendment permitting Members to designate a successor in case they are incapacitated or killed during the time they are in office—referred to Judiciary.





H.J. Res. 96, Continuity of Congress, introduced by Lofgren on 5/4/04—proposing a Constitutional amendment regarding the appointment of individuals to serve as Members of the House of Representatives when, in a national emergency, a significant number of Members are unable to serve due to death, resignation, or incapacity—referred to Judiciary.





H. Res. 623, introduced by Larson on 5/4/04—encouraging the House of Representatives to address issues relating to the potential incapacity of its Members—referred to House Administration.





FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION





S. 1589, Transportation-Treasury Appropriations, FY 2004—appropriating $50,440,000 to the FEC for FY 2004, of which not to exceed $5,000 shall be available for reception and representation expenses–ordered reported 9/4/03; report filed on 9/8/03 (S. Rept. 108-146); on Senate Calendar.  (For further action, see:  H.R. 2989).





*H.R. 2673, Omnibus Appropriations, FY 2004 (Division F)—appropriating $50,942,404 to the FEC for FY 2004 ($50,440,000 plus $800,000 added in conference to enable the FEC to fund OEA in FY 2004 minus $297,596 [rescission]), of which no less than $6,389,000 shall be available for internal automated data processing systems, and of which not to exceed $5,000 shall be available for reception and representation expenses; prohibiting federal agencies from monitoring an employee’s personal information on the internet; requiring Inspectors General to submit a report to the Appropriations Committee, within 6 months of enactment, detailing the policies and procedures in place for the agency with respect to giving first priority to the location of new offices and other facilities in rural areas; requiring agencies to evaluate the credit-worthiness of an individual before issuing the individual a government travel charge card; extending the FEC’s administrative fine program for an additional two years, through December 31, 2005; providing a 4.1% COLA for federal employees; allowing for the timely filing of reports with the FEC using overnight delivery, priority, or express mail; requiring agencies to report to Congress on acquisitions from entities that manufacture materials or supplies outside the U.S.; requiring agencies, no later than December 31 of each year, to report to Congress on the competitive sourcing activities performed during the previous fiscal year by Federal Government sources that are on the list required under the Federal Activities Inventory Reform Act; and containing a 0.59 percent across-the-board rescission ($297,596.00)—House Appropriations filed conference report on 11/25/03 (H. Rept. 108-401); House agreed to conference report, by a vote of 242-176, on 12/8/03; Senate filed cloture motion on 12/9/03; cloture motion failed, by a vote of 48-45, on 1/20/04; Senate agreed to cloture motion, by a vote of 61-32, on 1/22/04; Senate adopted conference report, by a vote of 65-28, on 1/22/04; became Public Law 108-199, approved 1/23/04.





H.R. 2989, Transportation-Treasury Appropriations, FY 2004—appropriating $50,440,000 to the FEC for FY 2004, of which no less than $6,389,000 shall be available for internal automated data processing systems, and of which not to exceed $5,000 shall be available for reception and representation expenses; extending the FEC’s administrative fine program for an additional two years, through December 31, 2005; allowing for the timely filing of reports with the FEC using overnight delivery, priority, or express mail; prohibiting federal agencies from monitoring an employee’s personal information on the internet; requiring Inspectors General to submit a report to the Appropriations Committee, within 6 months of enactment, detailing the policies and procedures in place for the agency with respect to giving first priority to the location of new offices and other facilities in rural areas; requiring agencies to evaluate the credit-worthiness of an individual before issuing the individual a government travel charge card; providing a 4.1% COLA for federal employees; and requiring agencies, no later than December 31 of each year, to report to Congress on the competitive sourcing activities performed during the previous fiscal year by Federal Government sources that are on the list required under the Federal Activities Inventory Reform Act—Ordered reported on 7/24/03; report filed on 7/30/03 (H. Rept. 108-243); Passed House, by a vote of 381-39, on 9/9/03; Passed Senate, by a vote of 91-3, on 10/23/03; conference held on 11/12/03.  (NOTE:  For further action, see H.R. 2673, Omnibus Appropriations Bill, FY 2004).


House Floor Action:


Hastings amendment increasing, by $232 million, funding for election reform grants to states—Amendment rejected, by a vote of 186-228, on 9/4/03.


Kaptur amendment preserving funds for the Help America Vote Act—Amendment withdrawn on 9/4/03. 


Van Hollen amendment prohibiting the use of funds to implement the revised version of OMB Circular A-76—Amendment agreed to, by a vote of 220-198, on 9/9/03.


Hastings amendment prohibiting OMB from using funds in the bill to require that agencies establish an inventory of inherently governmental activities performed by federal employees, establish or implement any streamlined competition for public-private competitions won by federal employees, or implement the trade-off source selection process for any activities other than information technology activities—Amendment rejected, by a vote of 205-211, on 9/9/03.


Hastings motion to instruct conferees to recede from disagreement with Senate amendment 1928, appropriating $1.5 billion for grants to assist states and localities in their efforts to improve election technology and administer federal elections—Motion to instruct agreed to, by voice vote, on 11/20/03.


Senate Floor Action:


Shelby/Murray amendment in the nature of a substitute for the bill appropriating $50,440,000 to the FEC (same as House figure) and containing a $128,076,000 across-the-board rescission—Amendment agreed to, by voice vote, on 10/23/03.


Dodd motion to waive Section 302(f) of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974, with respect to the Dodd amendment funding the Election Assistance Commission for FY 2004—Motion agreed to, by a vote of 63-31, on 10/23/03.


Dodd amendment appropriating $1.5 billion to the Election Assistance Commission for providing grants to assist State and local efforts to improve election technology and the administration of Federal elections, as authorized by the Help America Vote Act of 2002—Amendment agreed to, by voice vote, on 10/23/03.





H.R. 3984, FY 2005 Rescission, introduced by Blackburn, Hensarling, Herger and Hostettler on 3/17/04—making a 1 percent across-the-board rescissions in non-defense, non-homeland security discretionary spending for FY 2005—referred to Appropriations.





H.R. 3985, FY 2005 Rescission, introduced by Blackburn, Hensarling, Herger and Hostettler on 3/17/04—making a 2 percent across-the-board rescissions in non-defense, non-homeland security discretionary spending for FY 2005—referred to Appropriations.





H.R. 3986, FY 2005 Rescission, introduced by Blackburn, Hensarling, Herger and Hostettler on 3/17/04—making a 5 percent across-the-board rescissions in non-defense, non-homeland security discretionary spending for FY 2005—referred to Appropriations.





*H.J. Res. 1, Continuing Appropriations, FY 2003—appropriating funds through January 31, 2003—Passed House, by voice vote, on 1/8/03; Passed Senate, by voice vote on 1/9/03; became Public Law 108-2, approved 1/10/03.  (FEC covered under this Continuing Resolution).





*H.J. Res. 2, Omnibus Appropriations, FY 2003—Division J-Title IV—appropriating $49,541,871 to the FEC—$49,866,000 minus a .65 across-the-board rescission—of which $4,198,000 is for implementation of BCRA, $5,866,700 is for internal automated data processing systems, and $424,000 is for pay parity; appropriating $1.5 billion for election reform, including $2 million for establishment of the Election Assistance Commission, $650 million to the GSA to provide state grants, and $15 million to HHS to ensure disabled voter access; and appropriating $15 million to GSA to provide grants to those states that obtained optical scan or electronic voting equipment prior to the November 2000 elections—Passed House, by voice vote, on 1/8/03; Passed Senate, by a vote of 69-29, on 1/23/03; conference report filed on 2/12/03 (H. Rept. 108-10); House agreed to conference report, by a vote of 338-83, on 2/13/03; Senate agreed to conference report, by a vote of 76-20, on 2/13/03; became Public Law 108-7, signed 2/19/03.


Senate Floor Action:


Akaka-Mikulski amendment expressing the sense of the Congress that there should be parity in the adjustment in pay rates for members of the uniform services and civilian employees of the U.S.—Amendment agreed to, by voice vote, on 1/23/03.


Dodd amendment clarifying the effect of the appropriation relating to election reform—Amendment agreed to, by voice vote, on 1/23/03.


Mikulski amendment—preventing Federal agencies from establishing or applying arbitrary targets or quotas for the contracting out of Federal jobs—Amendment rejected, by a vote of 47-50, on 1/23/03. 





*H.J. Res. 13, Continuing Appropriations, FY 2003—appropriating funds through February 7, 2003—Passed House, by voice vote, on 1/28/03; Passed Senate, by voice vote, on 1/29/03; became Public Law 108-4, approved 1/31/03.  (FEC covered under this Continuing Resolution).





*H.J. Res. 18, Continuing Appropriations, FY 2003—appropriating funds through February 20, 2003—Passed House, by voice vote, on 2/5/03; Passed Senate, by voice vote, on 2/5/03; became Public Law 108-5, approved 2/7/03.  (FEC covered under this Continuing Resolution).





*H.J. Res. 69, Continuing Appropriations, FY 2004—appropriating funds through October 31, 2003—Passed House, by a vote of 407-8, on 9/25/03; Passed Senate, by voice vote, on 9/25/03; became Public Law 108-84, approved 9/30/03.  (FEC covered under this Continuing Resolution).








   H.J. Res. 73, Continuing Appropriations, FY 2004—stating that H.R. 2989, as passed by the House on September 9, 2003, along with three additional House-passed appropriation bills, are hereby enacted; and extending remaining appropriations through 11/7/03—Passed House, by a vote of 397 to 19, on 10/21/03.





*H.J. Res. 75, Continuing Appropriations, FY 2004—appropriating funds through November 7, 2003—Passed House, by a vote of 406-13, on 10/30/03; Passed Senate, by voice vote, on 10/30/03; became Public Law 108-104, approved 10/31/03.  (FEC covered under this Continuing Resolution).





*H.J. Res. 76, Continuing Appropriations, FY 2004—appropriating funds through November 21, 2003—Passed House, by a vote of 418-5, on 11/5/03; Passed Senate, by voice vote, on 11/7/03; became Public Law 108-107, approved 11/7/03.  (FEC covered under this Continuing Resolution).





H.J. Res. 78, Continuing Appropriations, FY 2004—appropriating funds through November 24, 2003—Passed House, by a vote of 410-10, on 11/20/03; Passed Senate, amended, 11/20/03. (Not enacted).





*H.J. Res. 79, Continuing Appropriations, FY 2004—appropriating funds through January 31, 2004—Passed House 11/21/03; Passed Senate11/21/03; became Public Law 108-135, approved 11/22/03.  (FEC covered under this Continuing Resolution).





GENERAL GOVERNMENT





S. 129, Federal Workforce Flexibility Act of 2003, introduced by Voinovich on 1/9/03—authorizing a recruitment or retention bonus of up to 50% of an employee’s annual salary in the case of a critical agency need; requiring OPM to establish a plan for paying such bonuses; renaming the retention allowance the retention bonus and making such bonus contingent upon the completion of a period of service to be determined; empowering OPM to fix the rates of critical pay; requiring part-time service performed before April 7, 1986, be credited as full-time service for annuity determination purposes; empowering OPM, in lieu of the President, to provide special local pay rates; requiring that the locality pay rate be used as basis for determining federal benefits; requiring each agency head to evaluate its agency training with respect to success in accomplishing performance plans and strategic goals, appoint a training officer, and establish a comprehensive management succession program; authorizing annual leave enhancements for qualified non-Federal service of newly hired Federal employees; and requiring federal agencies to provide employees compensatory time off for time spent by employees in travel status away from their official duty stations, to the extent the time spent in travel status is not otherwise compensable—Governmental Affairs ordered reported on 10/22/03; report filed on 1/27/04 (S. Rept. 108-223); Passed Senate, by voice vote, on 4/8/04; House Government Reform Subcommittee on Civil Service and Agency Organization hearing held on 5/14/04; Subcommittee ordered reported on 5/18/04.  (See also:  H.R. 1601).





S. 349, Social Security Fairness Act of 2003, introduced by Feinstein-Collins, et al, on 2/11/03—repealing the Government pension offset and windfall elimination provisions—referred to Finance.  (See also:  H.R. 594).





S. 589, Homeland Security Federal Workforce Act, introduced by Akaka, Durbin, Allen and Voinovich on 3/11/03—assisting government agencies in addressing deficiencies in personnel possessing specialized skills important to national security and incorporating the goals and strategies for recruitment and retention for such skilled personnel into the strategic and performance management systems of Federal agencies—Governmental Affairs ordered reported on 6/17/03; report filed on 7/31/03 (S. Rept. 108-119); Passed Senate, by voice vote, on 11/5/03.





S. 593, Reservists Pay Security Act of 2003, introduced by Durbin-Mikulski, et al, on 3/11/03—ensuring that a Federal employee who takes leave without pay in order to perform services as a member of the uniformed services or the National Guard shall continue to receive pay in an amount which, when taken together with the pay and allowances such individual is receiving for such service, will be no less than the basic pay such individual would then be receiving if no interruption in employment had occurred—referred to Governmental Affairs.  (See also:  H.R. 217).





S. 623, introduced by Warner—permitting Federal civilian and military retirees to pay health insurance premiums on the pretax basis—referred to Finance.  (See also:  H.R. 1231).





S. 765, Presidential Appointments Improvement Act of 2003, introduced by Voinovich and Lugar on 4/2/03—amending the Ethics in Government Act to streamline the financial disclosure process for executive branch employees—referred to Governmental Affairs.





S. 837, Commission on the Accountability and Review of Federal Agencies Act, introduced by Brownback-Miller, et al, on 4/9/03—establishing a commission to conduct a comprehensive review of Federal agencies and programs and to recommend the elimination or realignment of duplicative, wasteful, or outdated functions—referred to Governmental Affairs.





S. 1668, Commission on the Accountability and Review of Federal Agencies Act, introduced by Brownback-Miller, et al, on 10/1/03—establishing a Commission to conduct a comprehensive review of Federal agencies and programs and to recommend the elimination or realignment of duplicative, wasteful, or outdated functions—referred jointly to Governmental Reform and Rules; Governmental Affairs Oversight of Government Management, the Federal Workforce and the District of Columbia Subcommittee hearing held on 5/6/04.  (See also:  H.R. 3213).





*S. 1689, Emergency Supplemental, FY 2004—Passed Senate, by a vote of 87-12, on 10/17/03; subsequently, on 10/17/03, the Senate passed the House companion bill, H.R. 3289, after striking all after the enacting clause and inserting the provisions of S. 1689, as amended.  H.R. 3289 became Public Law 108-106, signed 11/6/03.








Senate Floor Action


Durbin amendment ensuring that a federal employee who takes leave without pay in order to perform certain service as a member of the uniformed services or member of the National Guard shall continue to receive pay in an amount which, when taken together with the pay and allowances such individual is receiving for such service, will be no less than the basic pay such individual would then be receiving if no interruption in employment had occurred—Amendment agreed to, by a vote of 96-3, on 10/17/03.





S. 1744, Credit Card Abuse Prevention Act of 2003, introduced by Grassley and Byrd on 10/16/03—requiring federal agencies to establish purchase and travel card policies which include: cardholder/approving official/agency program coordinator training programs, eligibility requirements, documentation requirements, and penalties for misuse; requiring that credit checks be performed to ensure that only those persons found to be creditworthy are issued government credit cards; and requiring IGs to conduct periodic risk assessments and audits of agency purchase and travel card programs—referred jointly to Governmental Affairs.  (See also:  H.R. 3329).  (NOTE:  Similar provisions incorporated into H.R. 2673, the Omnibus Appropriations bill, FY 2004).





S. 1783, Federal Employee Commuter Benefits Act of 2003, introduced by Sarbanes-Mikulski, et al, on 10/23/03—providing that transit pass transportation fringe benefits be made available to all qualified federal employees in the National Capital Region; and allowing passenger carriers which are owned or leased by the government to be used to transport government employees between their place of employment and mass transit facilities—referred to Governmental Affairs.  (See also:  H.R. 1151).





S. 2356, Purchase Card Waste Elimination Act of 2004, introduced by Collins and Feingold on 4/28/04—requiring the Director of OMB to issue guidance for, and provide oversight of, the management of micro-purchases made with Government-wide commercial purchase cards—referred to Governmental Affairs.


 


S. 2416, Federal Advertising Reform Act of 2004, introduced by Nelson on 5/13/04—ensuring that advertising campaigns paid for by the Federal Government are unbiased—referred to Governmental Affairs.





S. 2438, introduced by Collins-Levin, et al, on 5/19/04—providing Federal Government employees with bid protest rights in actions under OMB Circular A-76—referred to Governmental Affairs.





S. Con. Res. 88, introduced by Sarbanes-Mikulski, et al, on 2/9/04—expressing the sense of Congress that there should continue to be pay parity between military employees and the federal civilian workforce—referred to Governmental Affairs.  (See also:  H. Con. Res. 356). 





H.R. 217, Reservists Pay Security Act of 2003, introduced by Wexler on 1/7/03—ensuring that a Federal employee who takes leave without pay in order to perform service as a member of the uniformed services or member of the National Guard shall continue to receive pay in an amount which, when taken together with the pay and allowances such individual is receiving for such service, will be no less than the basic pay such individual would then be receiving if no interruption in employment had occurred—referred to Government Reform.  (See also:  S. 593).





H.R. 220, Identity Theft Prevention Act of 2003, introduced by Paul, Bartlett and Hinchey on 1/7/03—protecting the integrity and confidentiality of Social Security account numbers; prohibiting the establishment in the Federal Government of any uniform national identifying number; and prohibiting Federal agencies from imposing standards for identification of individuals on other agencies or persons—referred jointly to Ways and Means and Government Reform.





H.R. 338, Defense of Privacy Act, introduced by Chabot on 1/27/03—requiring that agencies, in promulgating rules, take into consideration the impact of such rules on the privacy of individuals—Judiciary Subcommittee on Commercial and Administrative Law held hearing on 7/22/03; Subcommittee reported to full Committee on 2/10/04.





H.R. 577, introduced by Hoyer-Norton, et al, on 2/5/03—increasing the Government contribution for federal employee health insurance—referred to Government Reform.





H.R. 594, Social Security Fairness Act of 2003, introduced by McKeon-Buck, et al, on 2/5/03—repealing the Government pension offset and windfall elimination provisions—referred to Ways and Means.  (See also:  S. 349).





H.R. 1151, introduced by Moran-Norton, et al, on 3/6/03—providing that transit pass transportation fringe benefits be made available to all qualified federal employees in the National Capital Region; and allowing passenger carriers which are owned or leased by the government to be used to transport government employees between their place of employment and mass transit facilities—Government Reform Subcommittee on Civil Service and Agency Organization ordered reported to full Committee on 7/16/03; reported to full Committee on 9/24/03, full Committee ordered reported on 9/25/03.  (See also:  S. 1783).





H.R. 1227, Abolishment of Obsolete Agencies and Federal Sunset Act of 2003, introduced by Brady-Turner, et al on 3/12/03—establishing a Commission to review the efficiency and public need of Federal agencies; and providing for the abolishment of those agencies for which a public need does not exist—referred to Government Reform.





H.R. 1231, introduced by Tom Davis-Jo Ann Davis, et al, on 3/12/03—amending the Internal Revenue Code to allow federal civilian and military retirees to pay health insurance premiums on a pre-tax basis—Government Reform Subcommittee on Civil Service and Agency Organization ordered reported to full Committee on 7/16/03; full Committee ordered reported on 9/25/03.  (See also:  S. 623).





*H.R. 1588, Defense Authorization, FY 2004—Human Capital Performance Fund—establishing a Human Capital Performance Fund, administered by OPM, to enable federal agencies to reward exceptional employees; authorizes, therefore, $500 million in FY 2004, of which 90 percent will be available to agencies and 10 percent will be used to train Federal managers on how to effectively manage and evaluate employee performance; clarifying that payments under this program are permanent wage increases and will be treated as base pay for purposes of retirement and other benefits; requiring agencies, in order to qualify for funds, to submit a plan demonstrating its performance management system supports its strategic goals and performance objectives—House agreed to conference report, by a vote of 362-40, on 11/7/03; Senate agreed to conference report, by a vote of 95-3, on 11/12/03; became Public Law 108-136, approved 11/24/03.





H.R. 1601, Federal Workforce Flexibility Act of 2003, introduced by Jo Ann Davis on 4/3/03—reforming the Federal employment system—Government Reform held hearing on 2/11/04.  (See also:  S. 129).





H.R. 1603, Presidential Appointments Improvement Act of 2003, introduced by Jo Ann Davis on 4/3/03—streamlining the financial disclosure process for executive branch employees—referred jointly to Government Reform, Judiciary and House Administration.





*H.R. 1836, Civil Service and National Security Personnel Improvement Act, introduced by Tom Davis-Hunter on 4/29/03—making changes to certain areas of the Federal civil service in order to improve the flexibility and competitiveness of Federal human resources management—Government Reform hearing held on 5/6/03; ordered reported on 5/7/03; report filed on 5/19/03 (H. Rept. 108-116, Part I); on House Calendar.  (Note:  Subsequently incorporated into H.R. 1588, the Defense Authorization Bill, FY 2004, which became Public Law 108-136, approved 11/24/03.)





H.R. 1837, Services Acquisition Reform Act of 2003, introduced by Tom Davis-Hunter on 4/29/03—improving the acquisition workforce and the process for the acquisition of services by the Federal Government—Government Reform ordered reported on 5/7/03; report filed on 5/19/03 (H. Rept. 108-117, Part I); Judiciary Committee ordered reported on 7/25/03; report filed on 8/14/03 (H. Rept. 108-117, Pt. 2); on House Calendar.





H.R. 1877, introduced by Andrews on 4/30/03—making available to Federal employees the option of obtaining health benefits coverage for dependent parents—referred to Government Reform.





H.R. 2191, introduced by Moran-Hoyer, et al, on 5/21/03—clarifying the method for computing annuities for part-time service under the Civil Service Retirement System—referred to Government Reform.





H.R. 2323, introduced by Bilirakis on 6/4/03—declaring Civil Service Retirement and Disability Fund off-budget—referred jointly to Budget and Government Reform.





H.R. 2432, Paperwork and Regulatory Improvements Act of 2004, introduced by Ose on 6/11/03—establishing a permanent analytical function in the General Accounting Office to review proposed and final rules for consistency with congressional intent and to ensure the accuracy and completeness of agency accompanying analyses; and requiring a study to determine the feasibility of regulatory budgeting as a better way to manage regulatory burdens on the public—Government Reform held hearing on 7/22/03; ordered reported on 5/12/04; report filed on 5/17/04 (H. Rept. 108-490, Pts. 1 and 2); Passed House, by a vote of 373-54, on 5/18/04.





H.R. 2748, FERS Redeposit Act, introduced by Moran-Wolf, et al, on 7/15/03—allowing individuals who return to Government service after receiving a retirement refund to recapture credit for the service covered by that refund by repaying the amount that was so received—referred to Government Reform.





H.R. 3159, Government Network Security Act of 2003, introduced by Waxman-Tom Davis, et al, on 9/24/03—requiring Federal agencies to develop and implement plans to protect the security and privacy of government computer systems from the risks posed by peer-to-peer file sharing—Government Reform Committee mark-up scheduled for 9/24/03; report filed on 10/7/03 (H. Rept. 108-305); Passed House, by voice vote, on 10/8/03; Senate Governmental Affairs ordered reported on 10/22/03; reported 11/10/03; on Senate Calendar.





H.R. 3213, Commission on the Accountability and Review of Federal Agencies Act, introduced by Tiahrt, Ryun, and Otter on 10/1/03—establishing a Commission to conduct a comprehensive review of Federal agencies and programs and to recommend the elimination or realignment of duplicative, wasteful, or outdated functions—referred jointly to Government Reform and Rules.  (See also:  S. 1668).





H.R. 3329, Credit Card Abuse Prevention Act of 2003, introduced by Wilson-Hensarling, et al, on 10/16/03—preventing abuse of government credit cards—referred jointly to Government Reform and Armed Services.  (See also:  S. 1744).  (Note:  Similar provisions incorporated into H.R. 2673, Omnibus Appropriations, FY 2004).





H.R. 3826, Program Assessment and Results Act, introduced by Platts and Tom Davis on 2/25/04—requiring a review of Government programs at least once every five years—referred to Government Reform.





H.R. 3899, Contract Accountability for Taxpayer Savings Act, introduced by Boswell on 3/4/04—requiring agencies to submit to Congress any contracts in amounts greater than $1,000,000 that are proposed to be awarded using noncompetitive procedures—referred jointly to Government Reform, Armed Services and Rules. 





H.R. 3911, introduced by Waters on 3/4/04—making companies that have outsourced jobs during the previous five years ineligible for the receipt of Federal grants, Federal contracts, Federal loan guarantees, and other Federal funding—referred to Government Reform.





H.R. 4224, introduced by Schakowsky and Waxman on 4/27/04—requiring executive agencies to seek commercial, volume, or other discounts for purchases made with the Government-wide commercial purchase card—referred to Government Reform.


 


H.R. 4324, introduced by Tom Davis on 5/11/04—eliminating the provisions limiting certain election opportunities available to individuals participating in the Thrift Savings Plan—referred to Government Reform.





H.J. Res. 94, introduced by Goode-King, et al, on 4/29/04—proposing a Constitutional amendment to establish English as the official language of the United States—referred to Judiciary.





H. Con. Res. 19, introduced by Hoyer-Davis, et al, on 1/28/03—expressing the sense of the Congress that rates of compensation for civilian employees of the U.S. should be adjusted at the same time, and in the same proportion, as are rates of compensation for members of the uniformed services—referred to Government Reform.





H. Con. Res. 356, introduced by Hoyer-Davis (Va), et al, on 2/3/04—expressing the sense of Congress that rates of compensation for civilian employees should be adjusted at the same time, and in the same proportion, as are rates of compensation for the military—referred to Government Reform.  (S. Con. Res. 88).





MISCELLANEOUS





S. 2128, Natural Born Citizen Act, introduced by Nickles, Landrieu and Inhofe on 2/25/04—redefines the Constitutional term “natural born citizen” to mean any person born in the United States, any person born outside the United States to a U.S. citizen, or any foreign born child adopted by a U.S. citizen—referred to Judiciary.





H.R. 180, Budget Fraud Elimination Act of 2003, introduced by Ryan-Brady, et al, on 1/7/03—reforming budget procedures to restrain congressional spending, foster greater oversight of the budget, and account for accurate Government agency costs—referred jointly to Budget Committee; Rules; Ways and Means and Government Reform.





H.R. 2749, Presidential Succession Act of 2003, introduced by Sherman-Baird, et al, on 7/15/03—allowing the President to choose between possible successors in the event that there is neither a President nor Vice President to discharge the powers and duties of the President—referred to Judiciary.





H.R. 3856, Redistricting Integrity Act, introduced by Green-Lampson, et al, on 2/26/04—limiting the degree of Congressional redistricting that states may do after an apportionment—referred to Judiciary.


 


H.J. Res. 67, introduced by Conyers on 9/3/03—proposing a Constitutional amendment permitting persons who are not natural-born U.S. citizens, but who have been citizens of the U.S. for at least 20 years, to be eligible to hold the Office of the President—referred to Judiciary.





H.J. Res. 71, introduced by McCotter-Camp, et al, on 10/1/03—proposing a Constitutional amendment deeming Presidential nominees to be appointed at the time of nomination subject to disapproval by the Senate within 120 days of receiving the nomination from the President—referred to Judiciary.





NOMINATIONS





Paul S. DeGregorio, of Missouri, to be a Member of the Election Assistance Commission for an initial two-year term—President announced intent to nominate on 6/6/03; nominated on 10/3/03; Rules Committee held hearing on 10/28/03; discharged by Rules on 10/31/03; nomination confirmed on 12/9/03.





Gracia M. Hillman, of the District of Columbia, to be a Member of the Election Assistance Commission for an initial two-year term—President announced intent to nominate on 9/12/03; nominated on 10/3/03; Rules Committee held hearing on 10/28/03; discharged by Rules on 10/31/03; nomination confirmed on 12/9/03.





Raymondo Martinez, III, of Texas, to be a Member of the Election Assistance Commission for an initial four-year term—President announced intent to nominate on 9/12/03; nominated on 10/3/03; Rules Committee held hearing on 10/28/03; discharged by Rules on 10/31/03; nomination confirmed on 12/9/03.





Deforest B. Soaries, Jr., of New Jersey, to be a Member of the Election Assistance Commission for an initial four-year term—President announced intent to nominate on 6/6/03; nominated on 10/3/03; Rules Committee held hearing on 10/28/03; discharged by Rules on 10/31/03; nomination confirmed on 12/9/03.





Michael E. Toner, of the District of Columbia, to be a Member of the Federal Election Commission for a term expiring April 30, 2007, vice Darryl R. Wold, term expired; nominated on 1/9/03; nomination confirmed on 3/18/03.





Ellen L. Weintraub, of Maryland, to be a Member of the Federal Election Commission for a term expiring April 30, 2007, vice Karl J. Sandstrom, term expired; nominated on 1/9/03; nomination confirmed on 3/18/03.





PUBLIC FUNDING





S. 1913, Presidential Funding Act of 2003, introduced by McCain-Feingold on 11/21/03—increasing, from $45 million to $75 million, the overall spending limit for the presidential primaries; creating a new four-to-one federal match for individual contributions up to $250 in the primaries; increasing the qualifying threshold in the primary to $15,000 in each of 20 states in amounts of no more than $250 per individual donor; requiring candidates to opt in or out of the public financing system for the entire presidential election, including both the primary and general election; repealing the state-by-state primary spending limits and allowing publicly financed primary candidates to receive public matching funds before January 1st of the presidential election year; making a publicly financed major party nominee eligible to receive an additional $75 million for the general election when a privately financed general election candidate has spent more than 50 percent above the total primary and general election spending limit for the publicly financed candidate; increasing the $3 tax check-off to $6, indexed for inflation; prohibiting the national parties and federal officeholders and candidates from raising and spending soft money to pay for the presidential nominating conventions, including for a host committee, civic committee or municipality—referred to Finance.  (See also:  H.R. 3617).





H.R. 344, Political Convention Reform Act of 2003, introduced by Bartlett on 1/27/03—prohibiting the use of funds from the Presidential Election Campaign Fund for Presidential nominating conventions—referred to House Administration.





H.R. 1878, Public Campaign Financing Act of 2003, introduced by Andrews on 4/30/03—establishing a public funding program for House candidates—referred to House Administration.





H.R. 3172, introduced by McCollum on 9/24/03—establishing a public funding program for Congressional candidates to be funded by an income tax check-off; and providing a refundable tax credit for individuals who contribute to publicly-funded candidates—referred jointly to Ways and Means and House Administration.





H.R. 3617, Presidential Funding Act of 2003, introduced by Meehan and Shays on 11/21/03—increasing, from $45 million to $75 million, the overall spending limit for the presidential primaries; creating a new four-to-one federal match for individual contributions up to $250 in the primaries; increasing the qualifying threshold in the primary to $15,000 in each of 20 states in amounts of no more than $250 per individual donor; requiring candidates to opt in or out of the public financing system for the entire presidential election, including both the primary and general election; repealing the state-by-state primary spending limits and allowing publicly financed primary candidates to receive public matching funds before January 1st of the presidential election year; making a publicly financed major party nominee eligible to receive an additional $75 million for the general election when a privately financed general election candidate has spent more than 50 percent above the total primary and general election spending limit for the publicly financed candidate; increasing the $3 tax check-off to $6, indexed for inflation; prohibiting the national parties and federal officeholders and candidates from raising and spending soft money to pay for the presidential nominating conventions, including for a host committee, civic committee or municipality—referred jointly to House Administration and Ways and Means.  (See also:  S. 1913).





TERM LIMITS





H.J. Res. 11, introduced by Serrano on 1/7/03—proposing a Constitutional amendment to repeal the twenty-second amendment, thereby removing the limitation on the number of terms an individual may serve as President—referred to Judiciary.





H.J. Res. 16, introduced by Platts on 1/29/03—proposing a Constitutional amendment to limit the number of consecutive terms of a Senator to two and Representative to six—referred to Judiciary.





H.J. Res. 25, introduced by Hoyer-Hyde, et al, on 2/25/03—proposing a Constitutional amendment to repeal the twenty-second amendment, thereby removing the limitation on the number of terms an individual may serve as President—referred to Judiciary.





H.J. Res. 43, introduced by Vitter on 3/26/03—proposing a Constitutional amendment to limit the number of consecutive terms of a Representative to six and Senator to two—referred to Judiciary.





H.J. Res. 66, introduced by Stenholm-Bartlett on 7/24/03—proposing a Constitutional amendment to limit a House member’s term to four years, with the exception of terms corresponding to the decennial census, in which case the member would be subject to a two year term—referred to Judiciary.





H.J. Res. 81, introduced by Owens on 11/21/03—proposing a Constitutional amendment limiting Senators to four consecutive terms and Representatives to 24 consecutive years; and increasing the term of a Representative from two to four years—referred to Judiciary.





VOTING/ELECTION RELATED





S. 726, Democracy Day Act of 2003, introduced by Stabenow on 3/27/03—declaring Election Day a Federal holiday; and stating the sense of Congress that private employers should provide flexibility to their employees on Election Day to enable them to vote—referred to Judiciary.  (See also:  H.R. 1508).





S. 1047, Defense Authorization, FY 2004—Military Voting, §564 of the bill—prescribing standards to be used by state officials in validating military absentee ballots; and establishing procedures to facilitate voting by recently separated military members—Passed Senate, by voice vote, on 5/22/03 (Senate substituted language of S. 1050 [Division A]).


 


S. 1050, Defense Authorization, FY 2004—Military Voting, Division A-§564 of the bill—prescribing standards to be used by state officials in validating military absentee ballots; and establishing procedures to facilitate voting by recently separated military members—Passed Senate, by a vote of 98-1, on 5/22/03; on 6/4/03, the Senate, by voice vote, passed H.R. 1588, the House companion bill, after striking all after the enacting clause and inserting the provisions of S. 1050; in conference.  (For further action, see H.R. 1588).





S. 1589, Transportation-Treasury Appropriations, FY 2004—appropriating $500 million for the State and local grant program under the Help America Vote Act, of which not to exceed $1 million shall be available for commission administrative expenses–ordered reported 9/4/03; report filed on 9/8/03 (S. Rept. 108-146); on Senate Calendar.  (For further action, see:  H.R. 2989).





S. 1980, Voter Confidence and Increased Accessibility Act, introduced by Graham on 12/9/03—requiring that all voting systems produce a verifiable paper record; prohibiting the use of unreported software and wireless communication devices in all voting systems; restricting electronic communications from voting machines; permitting outgoing transmissions of vote totals only; requiring that voting systems comply with these standards in time for the November 2004 general election; authorizing those localities that are unable to comply by the deadline to use a paper system as an interim measure and authorizing the Federal government to bear the cost of these paper systems for the November 2004 election; requiring states to make electronic voting systems available to individuals with disabilities by January 1, 2006; and requiring the Election Assistance Commission to conduct unannounced recounts in .5 percent of domestic jurisdictions and .5 percent of overseas jurisdictions—referred to Rules.  (See also:  H.R. 2239).





S. 1986, Protecting American Democracy Act of 2003, introduced by Clinton on 12/9/03—requiring that election jurisdictions provide all voters, including those who are disabled, the opportunity to verify their votes; giving States and local jurisdictions the flexibility to employ the most appropriate, accurate and secure voter verification technologies—voter-verifiable paper ballots, vote meters, modular voting architecture, and/or encrypted votes—for their State or jurisdiction in a uniform and nondiscriminatory manner; requiring that States adhere to the security requirements for Federal computer systems or, alternatively, to the more stringent requirements adopted by the Election Assistance Commission; prohibiting the inclusion of wireless devices in voting systems; requiring that all software and hardware used in electronic voting systems be certified by laboratories accredited by the Commission as meeting all security requirements; requiring the Election Assistance Commission to report to Congress, within six months of enactment, regarding a proposed security review and certification process for all voting systems; requiring GAO, within three months of enactment, to issue a report to Congress on the operational and management systems that should be employed to safeguard the security of voting systems, together with an implementation schedule; and authorizing to NIST $2 million for FY 2004-2006 to provide, immediately upon enactment, security consultation services to State and local jurisdictions—referred to Rules.


 


S. 2045, The Secure and Verifiable Electronic Voting Act of 2004, introduced by Boxer on 2/2/04—amending the Help America Vote Act of 2002 to require, by the November 2004 elections, a voter-verified permanent record or hardcopy under title III of such Act; limiting access to voting system software to approved personnel who have had background checks; requiring that any software used is not transmitted over the Internet; requiring the Election Assistance Commission to certify all software used in voting systems and to make the certified code available to the public for review; and providing immediate financial assistance to States to help cover the cost of adding printers to electronic voting systems—referred to Rules.





S. 2313, Restore Elector Confidence in Our Representative Democracy Act of 2004 (“RECORD” Act), introduced by Graham-Clinton, et al, on 4/8/04—ensuring that all voting jurisdictions have machines that provide voter-verifiable paper records—referred to Rules.


 


S. 2437, Voting Integrity and Verification Act, introduced by Ensign on 5/18/04—requiring a voter-verified permanent record or hardcopy under title II of the Help America Vote Act of 2002—referred to Rules and Administration.





*H.R. 100, Service Members Civil Relief Act, introduced by Smith (NJ) on 1/7/03—Section 705 of the bill guarantees home state residency for military personnel voting absentee—Veteran’s Affairs order reported on 4/3/03; report filed on 4/30/03 (H. Rept. 108-81); Passed House, by a vote of 425-0, on 5/7/03; Passed Senate, amended, by voice vote, on 11/21/03; House agreed to Senate amendment on 12/8/03; became Public Law 108-189, approved 12/19/03.


 


H.R. 259, Civic Participation and Rehabilitation Act of 2003, introduced by Conyers-Frost, et al, on 1/8/03—securing the Federal voting rights of persons who have been released from incarceration—referred to Judiciary.





H.R. 1433, Ex-Offenders Voting Rights Act of 2003, introduced by Rangel on 3/25/03—securing the Federal voting rights of certain qualified ex-offenders who have served their sentences—referred to Judiciary.





H.R. 1508, Democracy Day Act of 2003, introduced by Conyers-Cummings, et al, on 3/31/03—declaring Election Day a Federal holiday; and stating the sense of Congress that private employers should give their employees a day off on Election Day—referred to Government Reform.  (See also:  S. 726).





H.R. 1510, Voter Outreach and Turnout Expansion Act of 2003, introduced by Hastings-Wynn, et al, on 3/31/03.


	Title I—Expansion of Election Administration Requirements—requiring states to establish same-day voter registration procedures; requiring voters to present proof of residence and written confirmation pursuant to the Help America Vote Act; requiring local election supervisors to establish early voting polling locations to enable registered voters to vote prior to election day; prohibiting state and local supervisors from requiring voters to provide a reason for voting absentee; requiring election supervisors to provide voters adequate time and opportunity to complete mail-in voter registration forms; and authorizing an additional $15 million for implementation of the Help America Vote Act of 2002.





	Title II—Removing Other Barriers to Voting—making Election Day a federal holiday and encouraging states to make Election Day a legal holiday; requiring private companies, with 25 or more employees, to allow their staff to take up to two hours of paid or unpaid leave time to vote and three hours for those whose polling places are more than 25 miles away from their workplace; and stating the sense of Congress that distribution of sample ballots and voter education materials will help prevent voter error—referred jointly to House Administration, Government Reform and Education and the Workforce.





*H.R. 1588, Defense Authorization, FY 2004—Military Voting, Division A-§564 of the bill—prescribing standards to be used by state officials in validating military absentee ballots; and establishing procedures to facilitate voting by recently separated military members—Passed House, by a vote of 361-68, on 5/22/03; on 6/4/03, the Senate, by voice vote, passed H.R. 1588, after striking all after the enacting clause and inserting the provisions of S. 1050, as amended; House agreed to conference report, by a vote of 362-40, on 11/7/03; Senate agreed to conference report, by a vote of 95-3, on 11/12/03; became Public Law 108-136, approved 11/24/03.  (NOTE:  The Military Voting language, Division A-§564 was stripped in conference).





H.R. 1941, Voter Freedom Act of 2003, introduced by Paul on 5/1/03—establishing fair and uniform ballot access standards for those seeking election to the U.S. House of Representatives and political parties, bodies and groups which desire to take part in elections to the U.S. House of Representatives; and maximizing the participation of eligible citizens in Federal elections—referred to House Administration.





H.R. 2139, introduced by Paul on 5/15/03—repealing the Motor-Voter Act—referred to House Administration.





H.R. 2239, Voter Confidence and Increased Accessibility Act of 2003, introduced by Holt on 5/22/03—requiring that all voting systems produce a voter-verified paper record for use in manual audits and allowing states, until November 2003, to request additional funds to meet this requirement; banning the use of undisclosed software and wireless communications devices in voting systems; requiring that electronic voting systems be provided for persons with disabilities by January 1, 2006; and requiring mandatory surprise recounts in 0.5 percent of domestic jurisdictions and 0.5 percent of overseas jurisdictions—referred to House Administration.  (See also:  S. 1980).





H.R. 2660, Labor-HHS Appropriations—Passed House, by a vote of 215-208, on 7/10/03; Passed Senate, amended, by a vote of 94-0, on 9/10/03; in conference.


Senate Floor Amendment


Specter Amendment, in the nature of a substitute, which contains an earmark of $15 million for activities under HAVA, of which $10 million is for States to promote disabled voter access and $5 million is for payments to States for disabled voters protection and advocacy systems —Amendment agreed to, by voice vote, on 9/10/03.  (NOTE:  This amendment subsequently incorporated into H.R. 2673, Omnibus Appropriations, FY 2004).





*H.R. 2673, Omnibus Appropriations, FY 2004—appropriating: an additional $800,000 to the FEC to fund OEA in FY 2004; $1.2 million for salaries and expenses of EAC (as opposed to $5 million as proposed by the House and $0 as proposed by the Senate; the conferees also provided the amount as a separate appropriation as proposed by the House); $500 million for election reform programs (as opposed to $1.5 billion as proposed by the Senate and $495 million as proposed by the House); authorizing GSA to administer available funds, including the funds appropriated in this Act, until the establishment of the EAC; stipulating that no more than $100,000 shall be available to GSA for administrative expenses; earmarking, within the amount provided,  $750,000 for the Help America Vote Foundation, $750,000 for the Help America Vote College Program, and $200,000 for the National Student/Parent Mock Election, all of which are authorized by the Help America Vote Act; authorizing GSA to make certain election reform payments, if necessary, prior to appointment of the EAC; and appropriating an additional $1 billion to carry out section 257 (grant program) of the Help America Vote Act, to remain available until expended, provided that no more than 1/10 of 1 percent of funds available for requirements payments under section 257 shall be allocated to any territory (contained in Division H—Miscellaneous Appropriations and Offsets); and appropriating $15 million for disabled voter services programs, including $10 million for payments to States to promote disabled voter access (as proposed by Senate and as opposed to $13 million proposed by House), and $5 million for payments to States for disabled voter protection and advocacy (as proposed by Senate and as opposed to $2 million as proposed by House); and clarifying that organizations providing protection and advocacy services to Native Americans, as defined in the Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act, should also be deemed an eligible entity under the Help America Vote Act—House Appropriations filed conference report on 11/25/03 [H. Rept. 108-401]); House agreed to conference report, by a vote of 242-176, on 12/8/03; Senate filed cloture motion on 12/9/03; cloture motion failed, by a vote of 48-45, on 1/20/04; Senate agreed to cloture motion, by a vote of 61-32, on 1/22/04; Senate adopted conference report, by a vote of 65-28, on 1/22/04; became Public Law 108-199, approved 1/23/004.





H.R. 2844, Continuity in Representation Act of 2004, introduced by Sensenbrenner-Dreier, et al, on 7/24/03—requiring states, when a catastrophic event claims the lives of over 100 members, to hold special elections to fill vacancies in the House not later than 45 days after the vacancy is announced by the Speaker of the House; and ensuring that overseas voters have an opportunity to vote in continuity-of-government elections—Committee on House Administration hearing held on 9/24/03; ordered reported and report filed on 12/8/03 (H. Rept. 108-404, Part I); Judiciary Committee ordered reported on 1/21/04; report filed on 1/28/04 (H. Rept. 108-404, Pt. 2); Passed House, by a vote of 306-97, on 4/22/04; on Senate Calendar.





H.R. 2935, Constitutional Protection of the Right to Vote Act, introduced by Davis on 7/25/03—requiring correctional facilities to inform ex-felons of their right to vote—referred to Judiciary.





H.R. 2989, Transportation-Treasury Appropriations, FY 2004—appropriating $5 million to the Election Assistance Commission for FY 2004 and $495 million for state grants authorized under the Help America Vote Act of 2002, of which no more than 1/10 of 1 percent may be allocated to any one territory—Ordered reported on 7/24/03; report filed on 7/30/03 (H. Rept. 108-243); Passed House, by a vote of 381-39, on 9/9/03; Passed Senate amended, by a vote of 91-3, on 10/23/03; conference scheduled 11/5/03.  (Note:  Subsequently, H.R. 2989 was incorporated into an Omnibus Appropriations Bill, H.R. 2673.  For further action, see H.R. 2673).


House Floor Action:


Hastings amendment increasing, by $232 million, funding for election reform grants to states—Amendment rejected, by a vote of 186-228, on 9/4/03.


Kaptur amendment preserving funds for the Help America Vote Act—Amendment withdrawn on 9/4/03.  Subsequently, Congresswoman Kaptur voiced her intention to offer this language during consideration of the Supplemental Appropriations bill.


Senate Floor Action:


Dodd motion to waive Section 302(f) of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974, with respect to the Dodd amendment funding the Election Assistance Commission for FY 2004—Motion agreed to, by a vote of 63-31, on 10/23/03.


Dodd amendment appropriating $1.5 billion to the Election Assistance Commission for providing grants to assist State and local efforts to improve election technology and the administration of Federal elections, as authorized by the Help America Vote Act of 2002—Amendment agreed to, by voice vote, on 10/23/03.





H.R. 3153, Same Day Voter Registration Act of 2003, introduced by Sabo on 9/23/03—amending the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 to require states to permit individuals to register to vote in a Federal election on the date of the election—referred to House Administration.





H.R. 4068, State and Local Government Election Administration Act of 2004, introduced by Goode on 3/30/04—postponing the deadline by which a State is required to meet the election administration requirements under HAVA until the total amount appropriated to the State is equal to or greater than the costs incurred by the State in meeting such requirements—referred to House Administration.





H.R. 4174, Voter Citizenship Verification Act, introduced by Gingrey-Jones, et al, on 4/20/04—requiring individuals to provide proof that the individual is a U.S. citizen as a condition of register9ing to vote in Federal elections—referred to House Administration.





H.R. 4187, Know Your Vote Counts Act of 2004, introduced by King-Brady, et al, on 4/21/04—requiring voting systems to produce a verifiable paper record of each vote cast and to ensure the security of electronic data—referred to House Administration.





H.R. 4250, Protect American Voters Act of 2004, introduced by Price-Brown, et al, on 4/29/04—amending the National Voter Registration Act to require States to provide notice and an opportunity for review prior to removing any individual from the official list of eligible voters by reason of criminal conviction or mental incapacity—referred to House Administration.





H.R. 4417, introduced by Sensenbrenner-Conyers, et al, on 5/20/04—modifying certain deadlines pertaining to machine-readable, tamper-resistant entry and exit documents—referred to Judiciary.





H.J. Res. 28, introduced by Jackson on 3/4/03—proposing a Constitutional amendment to guarantee all citizens, eighteen years of age or older, the right to vote; requiring States to administer elections in accordance with election performance standards established by Congress; requiring that Congress reconsider such standards at least once every four years to determine if higher standards should be established to reflect improvements in methods and practices regarding election administration; requiring States to provide eligible voters the opportunity to register and vote on the day of the election; and requiring States to establish and abide by rules for appointing Electors (such rules shall provide for the appointment of Electors on the day designated by Congress for holding a Presidential election and shall ensure that each Elector votes for the candidate for President and Vice President who received a majority of the popular vote in the State)—referred to Judiciary.





