Women’s Equality Day
By Isaac King

In 1971 the U.S. Congress designated August 26th as “Women’s Equality Day.” This was done to observe the passage of the 19th Amendment to the Constitution which took place on August 26, 1920.   The 19th Amendment granted women living in the U.S. the right to vote.  Today we celebrate Women’s Equality Day to commemorate the positive changes that women have made across the world.  Women can truly be proud of the legacy and tradition of the Women’s Rights Movement.

The long struggle for women’s rights started in Seneca Falls, New York in 1847.  Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucre Mott organized a two day convention to discuss the social, civil, and religious issues that many women were dealing with during that time.  The event was later named “The Rights Convention.”   During this two day convention, the women came up with the “Declaration of Sentiments” which outlined the priorities and concerns of the women in attendance.  The women’s right to vote was one of the most important issues to come out of the convention and formally began the women’s suffrage movement.  The Rights Convention inspired millions of women and men across the country to join the women’s suffrage movement.  After 73 years of persevering obstacles, women were finally given the right to vote when the U.S. Congress passed the 19th Amendment.
Today, women are at the forefront of our society and are leading the world into the 21st century.  From politics, business, religion, and science, women have made tremendous strides to prove they are capable of handling leadership roles just as well as men.  Today, women and men of our generation are living the legacy established by these revolutionary women. Through hard work and determination, women finally gained their equal rights and conquered overwhelming odds through a united and peaceful revolution—a revolution which continues to have a strong impact upon our country and our people.  Let’s take time out and reflect on some of the many achievements that women have accomplished.
