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FEC DIRECTIVE ON PROCESSING AUDIT REPORTS 

The Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, 2 U.S.C. § 431 et seq., (''the 
Act'') provides that the Commission "may conduct audits and field investigations of any political 
committee required to file a report under section 434" of the Act ("Title 2 matters"). 1 Prior to 
conducting such audit the Commission is required to "perform an internal review of reports filed 
by the committee that may be audited, to determine if the committee's reports meet the threshold 
requirements for substantial compliance" with the Act.2 The review is conducted by the 
Commission's Reports Analysis Division, and compliance thresholds are established by the 
Commission for each election cycle. Under the Presidential Election Campaign Fund Act, 26 
U.S.C. § 9001 et seq., the Commission is also required to conduct an audit of the qualified 
campaign expenses of the candidates of each political party for President and Vice President who 
receive public funds, as well as an audit of receipts and disbursements by presidential nominating 
conventions and host committees ("Title 26 matters").3 

A. Interim Audit Reports

Once the Audit Division completes its fieldwork on an audit, it conducts an exit 
conference with representatives of the audited committee. During the exit conference, 
preliminary fmdings and recommendations are presented to the committee being audited. Based 
on the fieldwork and the committee's response to discussions with the Audit Division at, or 
following, the exit conference, the Audit Division prepares an Interim Audit Report ("JAR") in 
Title 2 matters, or a Preliminary Audit Report ("PAR") in Title 26 matters.4 

All Title 26 PARs are circulated to the Commission for a vote.5 In general, for Title 2 
IARs, only IARs that present complex, novel, or unsettled questions of law, as well as all audits 
of state party committees, are circulated to the Commission for vote on a 72-hour no-objection 
ballot. 6 The committee being audited does not receive a copy of the JAR or PAR prior to 

1 2 U.S.C. § 438(b). The Commission also has the statutory authority to conduct an audit in instances 
which, based on a complaint, ''the Commission determines by an affirmative vote of 4 of its members, that 
it has reason to believe that a person has committed, or is about to commit, a violation" of the Act 
(including chapter 95 or 96 of Title 26 of the United States Code). 2 U.S.C. § 437g. 
2 2 u.s.c. § 438(b).
3 26 U.S.C. §§ 9007, 9008; 11 C.F.R. Parts 9007 and 9008.
4 However, in the case of a Title 2 audit in which the Audit Division concludes that there are no material 
findings, no IAR is prepared and the Audit Division proceeds directly to the final stage of the audit process. 
5 11 C.F.R. § 9007.l(c)(l).
6 IARs with proposed findings that do not present complex, novel, or unsettled questions of law are 
provided to the Com.mission on an informational basis at the time that they are sent to the committee being 
audited. Id. 
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D. Public Disclosure

Once the Commission approves a Final Audit Report of the Commission, the documents 
enumerated below will be placed on the public record, accessible via the Commission's website. 
The Commission will place these documents, if available, on the public record as soon as 
practicable, and will endeavor to do so within 30 days after the Commission approves a Final 
Audit Report of the Commission: 

• Final Audit Report of the Commission and Vote Certification(s);
• Any written statements of any Commissioner(s);
• Audit Division Recommendation Memorandum and Vote Certification;
• Draft Final Audit Report (and any legal guidance provided thereon by the Office of

General Counsel);
• Committee's Response to the Draft Final Audit Report (if any);
• Preliminary or Interim Audit Report ( and any legal guidance provided thereon by the

Office of General Counsel);
• Committee's Response to the Preliminary or Interim Audit Report;
• Link(s) to Open Meeting Agenda(s), Meeting(s), and Audit Hearing on the website (if

any); and
• Links to audio or video of any Commission meetings related to the audit as well as any

transcripts of hearing related to the audit.
• Memoranda submitted by the Office of General Counsel and the Office of Compliance

pursuant to Directive 69, along with accompanying vote certifications, or, if no such
certifications exist, a cover page stating the disposition of the Memoranda.
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E. Sunset

 This directive shall apply only to audits commenced before June 1, 2024.

This Directive was adopted on May 4, 2023 

___________________________

Alec Palmer

Staff Director




