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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1125 K STREET N W
WASHING TON DL 20463
July 19, 1979

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Joseph Janosko
Stratford Town Hall
Stratford, Connecticut 06497

Re: MUR 995
Dear Mr. Janosko:

I am forwarding for your information the
enclosed complaint which was received by the
Commission. The Commission has determined that on
the basis of the information in the complaint,
there is no reason to believe that a violation of

any statute within its jurisdiction has been
committed. Accordingly, the Commission intends to
close its file on this matter. A copy of the
Commission certification is enclosed for your

information.

Slncerely, /

William C Oldaker
General Counsel

Enclosures:

1. Complaint
2. Commission certification
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Josevh Janosho
scmatford fown nall
btratford, Connecticut 06497

Re: MUR 9235
bear My, Jancsho:

[ aw forwarding for your information the
enclosed complaint which was received by the
Corunission. “he Commission has determined that on
the basis of the information in the complaint,
trora is no reason to believe that a viclatior of
a4y statute within its juridcdiction has been
voltidtted., Acoctraingly, the Commission intends to
clusa its file on this matter. A cory of tho
Commicsivnccertification is enclosed for your

informatio.

Eincerely,

William C. Oldaker
Ceneral Counsel

Lnelosures m

Coniplaint /

Couciission certification




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 & STREET MW
WASHINGCTON. DL . 20463

July 19, 1979

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

H. Edward Pearson

Marilyn Pearson

605 Light Street

Stratford, Connecticut 06497

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Pearson:

The Federal Election Commission has received the
allegations of your complaint dated June 11, 1979 and
determined that on the basis of the information provided
in your complaint, there is no reason to believe that a
violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971,
as amended, ("the Act') has been committed.

Specifically, the "expenditure" which you allege
expressly advocates the election or defeat of Marilyn
Pearsnn, must be made for the purpose of influencing the
nomination for election, or the election, or an erson
ko Federal office as provided in 2 U.S.C. §43I(f) (1] of

the Act. 1In this case, Marilyn Pearson was not a candidate
for Federal office.

Accordingly, ﬁpnn my recommendation, the Commission
intends to close its files in this matter for lack of
jurisdiction. A copy of the Commission certification is

enclosed for your information.

Exncerely. : r )

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

Enclosure

Certification
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CiRLIFELD MAIL
RETUIS RICEIPT REQUESTED

i« Lilward FPearson

Parilyn Pearaon

LS LAt Streat

Stratford, Connecticut 06497

wear ir. and lirs. l'eargon:

e I'nderal Election Commnmission has received the
alléqakions of vour complaint dated June 11, 1979 and
deterrined that on the basis of the Information provided
in your complaint, there is no reason to belééve that a
violationu of the Federal Clection Campalqn Act of 1971,
a3 arended, (“the Act') haa been conmitted.

speeifically, the e¥penditure’ which you allege
ghLoressly advocates the election or defeat of Marilyn
Pearson, wust be made for the purpoase of influencing the
witknution for election, or the election, or any person
o ledoral office as provided in 2 U.8.C. 5431(f) (1) of
ne Asck. In this case, Marilyn Pearson was rot a candidate
fur Federal office.

Jceordingly, upon my recommeniation, the “ommission
Intands to close its files in this matter for lack of

jurisdiction. A copy of the Commission certification is
enclogad for your information.

Sincerely,

william C. Oldaker
General Counsel

X

rtification ’#f
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTIONM COMMISSION

MUR 995
In the Matter of

Joseph Janosko

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal Flection
Commission, do hereby certify that on July 17, 1979, the
Commission determined by a vote of 6-0 to adopt the
recormendations as set forth in the First Ceneral Counsel's
Renort dated July 13, 1979 regarding the above-cantioned
matter:

¥ind no reason to believe a
violation has occured,

Send the appropriate letter.
Close the file.
Voting for this determination were Commissioners

Aikens, Friedersdorf, Harris, McGarry, Thomson, and Tiernan.

Marjorie W. Emmons
ecretarvy to the Commission

Attest:

Qeceived in the Office of Commission Secretary:
Circulated on 48 hour vote hasis:




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASEIING UM, 1D 0 046

MEMORANDUM TO: CHARLES STEELE U) e/
FROM: MARJORIE W. EMMONS ()
DATE : JULY 17, 1979

SUBJECT: COMMENTS REGARADING MUR 995

Attached is a copy of Commissioner Aikens' wvote
sheets with conditions regarding her approval of the
proposed letter attached to the First Ceneral Counsel's

Report dated July 13, 1979 regarding MUR 995.
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ATTACHMENTS :
Copy of Vote Sheet




43 HOU® TALLY SHEET

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1125 h STREET AW
WasHINCTON DO, 20463

Date and Time Transmitted: July 13,

Commissioner FRIEDERSDORF, AIXENS, TIERNAMN, McGARRY, THOMSON, HARRI.

RETURN TO OFFICE OF COMMISSION SECRETARY BY: July 17, 1878, 2:00

MUR No. 995 - First General Counsel'd Rencrt dated 7-13-79

(¥) [ approve the recommendation

{( ) 1 object to the recommendation

comMenTs: (e, ;t“hm_.m_i (‘me S 5 A TTO:
i Glliss % B8 he ol Vg, Bz ;omﬂ“mﬁﬁ&zﬁmﬁi

Dolode tuod "an"  on Lot Diws 4] 5% .’T}{inc‘lr'tn-na_.
N { V| T

\hh
11, 2f= . .
Date: ?frﬁﬁir! Signature: (T_thﬂahﬁ

U

THE OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL WILL TAKE NO ACTION IN THIS MATTER
UNTIL THE APPROVAL OF FOUR COMMISSIONERS IS QEC: VED. PLEASE
RETURN ALL PAPERS NO LATER THAN THE DA E AND TIME SHOWN ABOVE TO
THE OFFICE OF COMMISSION SECRETARY. ONE 0B.JEC ”' PLACES THE ITEN
0 THE EXECUTIYE SESSION AGEMOA.

-




July 13, 1979

MEMORANDUM TO: Marge Emmons
FROM: Elissa T. Garr

SUBJECT: MUR 995

Please have the attached First GC Report on MUR

995 distributed to the Commission onaa 48 hour tally

basis.

Thank you.




.ERAL ELECTION COMMISSION (|
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

FIRST GENWERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

JULI3 All: 60

DATE AND TIME OF TRANSMITTAL MUR & 995

BY OGC TO THE COMMISSION JUL 14 1373 DATE COMPLAINT RECEIVED

BY OGC 6/17/79

SETAFF MEMBER D. Brown

COMPLAINANT'S NAME: H. Edward Pearson
Marilyn Pearson

RESPOMDENT'S NAME: Joseph Janosko

RELEVANT STATUTE: 11 C.F.R. §110.11

INTERNAL REPORTS CHECKED: None
FEDERAL AGENCIES CHECKED: None

SUMMARY OF ALLEGATIONS

In a notarized complaint dated June 11, 1979, the complainants allege
that the respondent may have committed a wviolation of the regulations of
the Federal Election Cocmmission. Complainants are Marilyn Pearson, a
former candidate for the 1978 republican nomination for Stratford, Connecticut
Judge of Probate and her husband, H. Edward Pearson, principal campaign
treasurer.

LEGAL ANALYSIS

Conplainants argue that an advertisement found in a local newspaper
designated a specific candidate as the "ENDORSED CANDIDATE" and the other
as "CHALLENGER" yet the ad failed to indicate the political committee or
individual who made the expenditure for the ad.

11 C.F.R. §110.11(a)(l) discusses communications and advertising in
pertinent part as follows:

Whenever any person makes an expenditure for the purpose
of financing communications expressly advocating the
election or defeat of a clearly identified candidate
through any broadcasting station, newspaper, magazine

+ +» » (emphasis added).




D

2 U.S.C. §431(f) (1) defines expenditure as follows:

[A] purchase, payment, distribution, locan, advance,
deposit, or gift of money or anything of value, made
for the purpose of
{(A) influencing the nomination for election, or
the election, of any person to Federal office
. . (emphasis added). A

It is clear that an expenditure was made for the purpose of financing
a newspaper communication expressly advocating the election or defeat of
a clearly identified candidate; however, the expenditure was not made to
influence the nomination for election, or the election, of any person to
federal office as set out in §431(f)(1l). Since the expenditure was made
to influence the nomination for election to a local non-federal office,
the Commission does not have jurisdiction over this complaint.

RECOMMENDATION

l. Find no reason to believe a violation has occurred.
2. Send the appropriate letter.
3. Close the file.

Attachment

Complaint
Letter
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1125 K STREET N W
WASHING TON [C. 2046

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN HRECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. H. Edward Pearson
605 Light Street
Stratford, Connecticut 06497

Dear Mr. Pearson:

The Federal Election Commission has received the
allegations of your complaint dated June 11, 1979 and
dgetermined that on the basis of the information provided
in your complaint, there is no reason to believe that a
violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971,
as amended, ("the Act") has been committed.

Specifically, the "expenditure” which as you allege
expressly advocates the election or defeat of Harilyn
Pearson, must be made for the purpose of influencing the
nomination for election, or the election, of an erson
to Federal office as provided in 2 U.5.C. §431( }iIi of
the Act. 1In this case, Marilyn Pearson was not a candidate
for Federal cffice.

Accordingly, upon my recommendation, the Commission
intends to close its files in this matter for lack of
jurisdiction. A copy of the Commission certification is
enclosed for your information.

Sincerely,

William C. ODldaker
General Counsel

Enclosure

Certification




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

135 ko STREET S W
WASHING TOMN.DC . b )

June 18,

Mr. H. Edward Pearson
605 Light Street
Stratford, Connecticut 06497

Dear Mr. Pearson:

This is to acknowledge receipt of your complaint
of June 11, 1979, alleging violations of the Federal
Election Campaign Laws. A staff member has been assigned
to analyze your allegations and a recommendation to the
Federal Election Commission as to how this matter should
be handled will be made shortly. You will be notified as
soon as the Commission determines what action should be
taken. For your information, we have attached a brief
description of the Commission's preliminary procedures for
the handling of complaints.

Sincerely,
/;f 7 7]
y F ¥ i Fa
JﬁﬁﬁAi (e _
Hal Ponder
Assistant General Counsel

Enclosure
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This is to file a formal complaint concerning the possible vioclation of the Reg-
ulations of the Federal Election Commission. . . TICE Tl h[

o dgn b1+ .
This compliaint is being filed by Marilun Pearson, a Primary candidate for the
Repbulican i978 nomination for Stratford, Connecticut Judge of Probate and H.
Edward Pearson, Principle Campaign Treasurer for her campaign.

Enclosed Is a political advertisement which we believe violates the Regulations
set down by the Federal Election Commission governing political campaigns, in
particular; Section 110.l1l Communications; Advertising, which was placed in

boch the September 11, 1978 issue of the Bridgeport Telegram (the morning paper)
and the September 11, 1978 issue of the Bridgeport Post (the evening paper), the
cday before the primary election.

As you will notice, the advertisement designates a specific candidate as the
"ENDORSED CANDIDATE" and the other as “"CHALLENGER" - yet, does not show the
name of the political committee or individual who paid for the advertisement.

As there s no such candidate designation on Connecticuc's voting machines as
to who is the "Endorsed Candidate”™ and who is the "Challenger"” this would seem
to constitute a4 deliberate attempt to promote the political candidacy of F.
Paul! Xurmay, with Stratford taxpayers money being used to pay ror the adver-
isement by the Stratford Repubiican Registrar of Voters, Joseph Janosko. It
understanding that it is the perscn who wins che primary who becomes the
néorsed -andidate.

When the advertisement appeared in cthe Bridgeport rmorning newspaper (the
Bridgeporc Telegram) on Seprember !!, (978, Mrs. Pearson called the newspaper
and peinted out to the person in charge of ad placement that she cecnsidered the
advertisement to be in violation of F.E.C .R-&gu‘at_ﬂns and requested that the
ad be removed "rr;:tn the evening newspaper (The Bridgeport Post). Although, she
called at i0:00 A.M., a fzl!l hour before the 11:00 A.¥. deadline for ckangss In
the evening edition of the newspaper, it was not removed - and subseguenczly ap-
peared in the evening editicn of the newspaper.

We should also point out that cn the same morning that the advertisement first
:ppeared Trs. Pearson te;ephened 'L:haﬂ Brown, the :rrat;nrd Town “anacer and

be :emc:a.,ec:' because ;t:a:fc:r‘ tax‘:}agers noney was he;ng gsed to pay for a pﬂliti-
cal advertisement that was improperly Identified. All of these parties which
she contacted rerfused to do anything to have the advertisement removed from the

. 382722

/;/’,r / f.J.:: !

Ao .

Mariiyn Pearkon H#. Edward Pearson

605 Light Street 605 Light Street
Stracford, Conn. 06497 Stratford, Conn. 96497

to before me this zf‘t{- cay _;ffz Lok '9>{f .
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