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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
'1325 K S1REE[ N.W
WASHINCTON,D.C 20463

July 19, 1979

CERTIFIED MAIL

RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
mem

Joseph Janosko
Stratford Town Hall
Stratford, Connecticut 06497

Re: MUR 995

Dear Mr. Janosko:

I am forwarding for your information the
o enclosed complaint which was received by the

Commission. The Commission has determined that on
the basis of the information in the complaint,

, ... .there is no reason to believe that a violation of
any statute within its jurisdiction has been

-A...committed. Accordingly, the Commission intends to
close its file on this matter. A copy of the
Commission certification is enclosed for your
information.

m71 SincelyI,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

Enclosures:

1. Complaint
2. Commission certification
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cn0 SENDERi Complete iterns It 2, and 3
Add your address in the RETURN TO' space on

reverse.

1 The following service is requested (check one).
r [ Show to whom and date delivered .......
.;;-how to whom, date, and address of delivery -

[, RESTRICTED DELIVERY
Show to whom and date delivered ......

IRESTRICTED DELIVERY
M Show to whom, date, and address of delivery .
--A (CONSULT POSTMASTER FOR FEES)

z 2. ARTICLE ADDRESSED TO:

m
m

3. ARTICLE DESCRIPTION:
m REGISTERED NO. CERTIFIED NO. INSURED NO.

m
M (Always obtain signature of dressee or aget)
m
0 1 have received the article described above.

SIGNATURE [] Addressee 0 Authorized aget



0 qw

RT REUCI1T RLQULSTLr)

Josephi Jaxnosko0
Staatford Town Aiall
Str~atford,, Cou~necticut 06497

Rke: MUR 995

L)cear P~.Janosko-

ITT I ain forwarding for your Information the
ojiciosed complaint which was ruceived by the
Cor.i;s s io n he Coinmvissiorn has determined that on

U-h-e basiS3 of the informiation in the coriplJaint,
a ~ tror -- is no reason to believe that a violatioin of

ai)v statuite within its jiiriddiction hias been
L~rIN~vitLt-ud. Accordiri~jly, the Coris sioni intends to
ClOSe itS file 01i thiS jratter. A copy of thc
Comisn-siunccor-Lifica-itioln is enclosed for your

C-71 Sincerely,

11illiam C. Old.aker

Cerieral Counsel

C. Commssion certification



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1O'i,*1325 K STREET N.W

WASHINGTOND.C. 20463Juy1,97

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

H. Edward Pearson
Marilyn Pearson
605 Light Street
Stratford, Connecticut 06497

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Pearson:

The Federal Election Commission has received the
allegations of your complaint dated June 11, 1979 and

COX, determined that on the basis of the information provided
in your complaint, there is no reason to believe that a
violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971,
as amended, ("the Act') has been committed.

Specifically, the "expenditure" which you allege
expressly advocates the election or defeat of Marilyn

f~r Pearson, must be made for the purpose of influencing the
nomination for election, or the election, or any pers Ion
to Federal office as provided in 2 U.S.C. S431(f) (1) of
tEhe Act. InFthis case, Marilyn Pearson was not a candidate
for Federal office.

Accordingly, upon my recommendation, the Commission
7%,intends to close its f iles in this matter for lack of

jurisdiction. A copy of the Commission certification is
enclosed for your information.

Sincerely,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

Enclosure

Certification

C*)
.1~ All
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I lShow to whom and date delivered ...... _
IRESTRICTED DELIVERY

Show to whom, date, and address of delivery.$_(CONSULT POSTMASTER FOR FEES)
2. ARTICLE ADDRESSED TO:

3ARTICLE ESRIPTION:
REGISTERED NO. ,CERTIFIEDNO INSURED NO.

(Always obtain signature of address" or agen)
I have received the arPe dekcribed above.S dressee LI Authorized agent
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1-Tfir; PJ2CrEIP1T P-EQtYESTED

c.! war2. Pe~arson
1Karily~n i'.tarsori

Otrait":rd, Connecticut 0(7497

Dear .,r. ;And 1lirs. 'Vears1oa:

"Xil Fede~ral Election Commission has received the
~1lqa i~l!3of your coirplaint dated June 11, 1979 and

,etE-rxined that on thce basis of the information provided
in your complaint, there is no reason to bol1bve that a
violation~ of the Fedceral rioction Campaign Act of 1971,
a,,; af.-ened, ('the Act') has been conamnitted1.

~t~j fcalythe "expeniture' which you allecje
xrisly advocates the el1ection or defeat of Marilyn

Pcar,:or.. -mzt 1I~ ne~ for the piurpose of influencing the
nilinition for election, or the election, or anly pernonLoI~~ office as provided in 2 LY.S.C. ~4 31~ 1

~~II Uxt i hS case, marilyn Pearson was not a candid'ate
fur ;!i'cJraxl Office.

:A4cord-ingly, upon -.my recommen lation, the: commission
i~ci,--o cooe its files in this mtter for lack of

jur-L;dliction. A copy of the Cortmission certification is
t~nIo~~dfto-r your information.

Sincerely,

~i'viliam C. Oldaker
Ciereral Counsel
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BFJPORE TA.HE FE~DERAL ELECTION CO MIMISSION

MUR 995
In the Matter of )

JosePh Janosko )

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie T,. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal Election

Commission, do hereby certify that on July 17, 1979, the

Commission determined by a vote of 67.0 to adopt the

recommendations as set forth in the First General Counsel's

Renort dated July 13, 1979 regarding the above-cantioned

matter:

1. Find no reason to believe a
violation has occured.

2. Send the appro~priate letter.

3. Close the file.

Voting for this determnination were Commissioners

Aikens, Friedersdorf, Harris, McGarry, Thomson, and Tiernan.

Attest!

4g ,/ 7f
ateMarjorie T1. Emmons
'etarv to the Commission

Received in the Office of Commission Secretary: 7-13-79, 11:00
Circulated on 48 hour vote basis: 7-13-79, 2:00
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINIOkN, DC 20403

MEMORANDUM TO: CHARLES STEELE

FROM: MARJORIE W. EMMONS

DATE: JULY 17, 1979

SUBJECT: COMMENTS REGARADING MUR 995

Attached is a copy of Commissioner Aikens' vote

sheets with conditions regarding her approval of the

proposed letter attached to the First General Counsel's

Report dated July 13, 1979 regarding MUR 995.

ATTACHMENTS:
Copy of Vote Sheet



'-3 HIU7' TALLY V',rcET'Jr

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMIISSION
1.325 K STREET *\ WV
WASHINGTON.D.C. 20463

Date and Time Transmitted: July 13,, 19-79,

Commissioner FRIEDERSDORF, AIKENS, TIZORNAN McGARRY, THOMSON,

RETURN TO OFFICE OF COMMISSION SECRETARY BY: July- 17, 19 79, 2: 00

MUR No. 995 - First General Counselld Report dated 7-13-79

() I approve the recommendation

()I object to the recommendation

COMMENTS: (1fl4 Ioiprt-f) ClL.~ ,(A ~QTh~
ii veci -f- 4A rftr~ a4iI 5~ Yeam'm t

' Date: __ _ _ _ _ Signature:

(~h.

~~c~LLkQ~

THE OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL WILL TAKE NO ACTION IN THIS MATTER
UNTIL THE APPROVAL OF FOUR COMMISSIONERS IS RECEIVED. PLEASE
RETURN ALL PAPERS NO LATER THAN THE DATE AND TIME SHOWN ABOVE TO
THE OFFICE OF COMMISSION SECRETARY. ONE OBJECTION PLACES THE ITE!'l
ON THE EXECUTIVE SESSION AGENDA.

2 :0 0

HARRI.:

U A q \J



July 13, 1979

MEMORANDUM TO: Marge Emmnons

FROM: Elissa T. Garr

SUBJECT: MUR 995

Please have the attached First GC Report on MEJR

995 distributed to the Commission onaa 48 hour tally

basis.

Thank you.



*ERAL ELECTION COMMISSIONb
135K Street, N.W.W

Washington, D.C. 20463

FIRST GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPO J'L3 !i C

DATE AND TIME OF TRANSMITTAL
BY OGC TO THiE COMMISSION JUL 1 '2 17

COMPLAINANT' S NAME:

RESPONDENT'S NAME:

RELEVANT STATUTE:

INTERNAL REPORTS CHECI

CFEDERAL AGENCIES CHECI

MUR # 995
DATE COMPLAINT RECEIVED
BY G6/77

STAFF MEMBER D. Brown

H. Edward Pearson
Marilyn Pearson

Joseph Janosko

11 C.F.R. §110.11

(E: None

(E: None

SUMMARY OF ALLEGATIONS

In a notarized complaint dated June 11, 1979, the complainants allege
,~that the respondent may have committed a violation of the regulations of
the Federal Election Commission. Complainants are Marilyn Pearson, a

~former candidate for the 1978 republican nomination for Stratford, Connecticut
Judge of Probate and her husband, H. Edward Pearson, principal campaign

Streasurer.

LEGAL ANALYSIS

Coxplainants argue that an advertisement found in a local newspaper
designated a specific candidate as the "ENDORSED CANDIDATE" and the other
as "CHALLENGER" yet the ad failed to indicate the political committee or
individual who made the expenditure for the ad.

11 C.F.R. S110.11(a) (1) discusses communications and advertising in
Pertinent part as follows:

Whenever any person makes an exedtr for the purpose
of financing communications expressl yadvocating the
election or defeat of a clearly identified candidate
through any broadcasting station, newspaper, magazine
. 0 . (emphasis added).
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2 U.S.C. S431(f) (1) defines expenditure as follows:

[A] purchase, payment, distribution, loan, advance,
deposit, or gift of money or anything of value, made
for the purpose of

(A) influencing the nomination for election, or
the election, of any person to Federal office

0*.(emphasis added).

It is clear that an expenditure was made for the purpose of financing
a newspaper communication expressly advocating the election or defeat of
a clearly identified candidate; however, the expenditure was not made to
influence the nomination for election, or the election, of any person to
federal office as set out in §431(f)(1). Since the expenditure was made
to influence the nomination for election to a local non-federal office,
the Commission does not have jurisdiction over this complaint.

RECOMMENDATI ON

1. Find no reason to believe a violation has occurred.
2. Send the appropriate letter.
3. Close the file.

Attachment

S Complaint
Letter
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This is to a e~ZorlMal complaint concerninacjte possible violarzon of the Req-
ulacicns oZr th2e 1ederal E7.lection commassion. 19~

:__s c-';it s Lbe-i. filed Z~ tai ' Pearson, a Primary candidate for the
cb'lc' 973 nomination for Stratford, Conncticut Judza of Proba-te and Hf.

.LdWar:d Pearson:-, Picoeca raian 7Treasurer for2ezrca,77aian.

Enclosed is a political adverriserient which we believe violates the Regulations
set down by the Fe deral Election Coimmission governin- volit~cal campinni

sari ulr;Secr-i4on 110.11 Commun~cations; Advertising, which was placed in
,bct" the_ Seotemb_'er1, 1978 izsue of the Brid-.eport T eeram, (the morning paper)
and the Septermber 11, 1978 issue of the Brid enort post (the evening Pa Per) h

verrretne o elecu ion.
sUOU -will 7notice, the advertismet dsina tes a spc; - candidate as the

"ERE C A 2'D 1ADD-v and --he other as "CHALLENGER" - yet, does not show the
name or ne oliti-Cal committee or individual who oa-d for the adverti sem,-ent.

As--ee:s no such; candidate designation on Conecticut's voti4ng machi ,_nes as
to who is t ! "En-dorsed Candidate" and who is the "Chailenaer" ti would s-eem
to constint-_te a deli:berate attempt to promote tholitical candidacy of F.

Paul.urmaY, with, Stratford taxpagers monev being uisedtopyfrhede-
tisemrent b the Stratford Republican Reci s trar of Voters, Joseph janosKo. It

is our unaersnrandinz7 that -it is the merscn wh-o wins --ne Pr.Jmar7 who becomeste
_:eca endorSed candidate.

then the avertisement appeared in the Bridgepormoin news~oaper (the,-
3ridgepo-rt'egrm on September 11, 1978, Mrs. Pearson called the new.s oaoer
and pointed out to the person in charg'e of ad placement that she Cconsidered the
advertisement to be in violation of F.E.C.Regulations and req'uested that the

bo oe rovedfr=ozm the evenincr newscer (The ridgeport Post). Alth2ough, sh,2
:~dz9O ... ,afll hour befor A. _M. deadlinefrchne

tneevn~c di tion of the newspap-er, it was not remroved - and subsequently ap-
reared -in tnea evening edition of the newspaper.

We should alo oint out tht n-the sam~e morning that the advertisement ars
a -, pe a _e dis Pearson telephoned Vichael Brown, th.e StratZford Town Zanaaer and

he Stratford Reaistr ar of Voters Office and reaues ted th:a; t the advertisement
-emoveao because Stratfo rd taxpayers money was nerng used to payu7for a Co7ti

c~' dvetismen tha wa imrocrlyidentified. All.1of 'these oarnteswnac
sha contacted re-fused to do anyth;.ing to have th'-e adve-r-isement removed _f rom , tha e

ews ca or. r9J.r2722

mari 7un Pearson H Edward Pearson
605 Light Street 605 Liaht Street
Stratf:_'ord, Conn. 06-497 Stratf,;ord, Conn. 06497

Subscribad aod ~swor.n to bef=ore -me ti ~' dqf.7,bs crS d _ L;
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p~FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K SIRFET N.W

WASHINGTOND.C 20463

CERTIFIED MIAIL
R E T UP Rj RCEIT rVRE QU ES TE D

Mr. H. Edward Pearson
605 Light Street
Stratford, Connecticut 06497

Dear Yr. Pearson:

The Federal Election Commission has received theallegations Of your complaint dated June 11, 1979 anddetermined that on the basis of the informiation providedin your complaint, there is no reason to believe that aviolation of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971,as amended,. ("the Act") has been committed.

Specifically, the "expenditure" which as you allegeexpressly advocates the election or defeat of MarilynPearson, must be made for the purpose of influencing thenomination for election, or the election, of an prsonto Federal office as provided in 2 U.S.C. S431'I() oMe F-jn-t-F'-scase, Marilyn Pearson was not a candidatefor Federal office.

Accordingly, uipon my recommendation, the Commissionintends to close its files in this matter for lack ofjurisdiction. A copy of the Commission certification isenclosed for your information.

Sincerely,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

Enclosure

Certification

'40).UTIOV

g10 wUZIA
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

H25 K SIREH NW
WASHINGION,D.C. 20461

June 18, 1979

Mr. H. Edward Pearson
0% 605 Light Street

Stratford, Connecticut 06497

Dear Mr. Pearson:

This is to acknowledge receipt of your complaint
of June 11, 1979, alleging violations of the Federal
Election Campaign Laws. A staff member has been assigned
to analyze your allegations and a recommendation to the
Federal Election Commission as to how this matter should
be handled will be made shortly. You will be notified as
soon as the Commission determines what action should be
taken. For your information, we have attached a brief
description of the Commission' s preliminary procedures for

the handling of complaints.

Sincerely,

Hal Ponder
Assistant General Counsel

Enclosure



ST A TENM E N JT

This is to file a formal complaint concerning the possible violation of the Reg-

ulati&-ons of the Federal Election Commission. -- , . - 3

This complaint is being filed by Marilyn Pearson, a Primary candidate for the
Repbul-ican 197-8 nomination for Stratford, Connecticut Judge of Probate and H.
Edward Pearson, Principle Campaign Treasurer for her campaign.

Enclosed Is a political advertisement which we believe violates the Regulations
set down by the Federal Election Commission governing political campaigns, in
particular; Section 110.11 Communications; Advertising, which was placed in
both the September 11, 1978 issue of the Bridgeport Telegram (the morning paper)
and the September 11, 1978 issue of the Bridgeport Post (the evening paper), the
day before the primary election.

's you will notice, the advertisement designates a specific candidate as the
"EUDOR1SED CANDIDATE" and the other as "CHALLENGER" - yet, does not show the
name of the political cormmittee or individual who paid for the advertisement.

As there is no such candidate designation on Connecticut's voting machines as
to who is the "Endorsed Candidate" and who is the "Challenger" this would seem
to constitute a deliberate attempt to promote the political candidacy of F.
Paul Kurmay, with Stratford taxpayers money being used to pay for the adver-
tisement by the Stratford Republican Registrar of Voters, Joseph Janosko. It
is our understanding that it is the person who wins che primary who becomes the
legal endorsed candidate.

When t-1he advert-isement appeared in the Bridgeport morning newspaper (the
Bridgeport Telegrram) on September 11, 1978, Mrs. Pearson called the newspaper
and pointed out to the person in charge of ad placement that she considered the
ad-vertisement to be in violation of F.E.C.Regulations and requested that the
ad be removed from the evening newspaper (The Bridgeport Post). Although, she
called at 10:00 A..1., a full hour before the 11:0A7 ediefrcagsi
the evening edition of the newspaper, it was not removed - and subsequently ap-
peared in the evening edition of the newspaper.

Wve should also point out that on the same morning that the advert.1isement first
appeared, MIrs. Pearson telephoned :iChael Brown, the Stratford Town Manager and
the Stratford Registrar of Voters Offi, ce and requested that the advertisement
be removed because Stratford taxpayers money was being used to pay for a politi-
cal advertisement that was improperly identified. All of these parties which
she contacted refused to do anything to have the advertisement removed from the
newspaper.

Mari!lyn Pea 4 kon H Edward Pearson
605 Light Street 605 Light Street
Stratford, Conn. 06497' Stratford, Conn. 06497

Subscribed and Swor-n to before me this day o 10 ~ 121

- -- - -- -- -- - I
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STRATOW RGJSTI~D RPUBLCANS
to be held

SETLMSIBOR 12, 1978
U4 ~12 Noon toSa P.:Wn

POLLING PLACES
DISTRICT SCHOOL
1 B-1 20& 2-12-0 Birdseye School

~ ~.3 -120 Center School
6 -120 Wooster Junior High School
7-120 Wilcoxson School
8A-1 20, 8B-1 20 &9-120 Eli Whitney School
1IB-121 &12 Lordship School

C71 8-12 & 2121Honeyspot School3 -121 &6-121 Garden Schoolr4 -121'I Franklin Schooi
N5 -121 Nichols School

~ 10-121, 10-122,& 5-122 Second hwill Lana School
6 -122 &9-122 Bunnell High School
8A-1 22 Chapel School

PaNCR 13DL CAI DATE CHALLENGER
F. PAL KUR*IAY '"o~AaRILY?4 PSAASON .

For information call Stratford Th1wn Ha~
3 7 5 -Z021 -Ixt. 24
Joseph AI Janosko, jr.

RPerublican Registrar of Voters
- 1
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ATTENTION
STRATFORD REGISTERED REPUBLICANS

PRIMARY
to be held

SEPTEMB3ER 12, 1978
12 Noon to. 8 P.M.

POLLNG PLACES
DISTRICT SHO
18B-1 20 & 2-120 Birdseye School
3 -120 Center School
6 -120 Wooster Junior High School
7 .120 Wllcoxsofl School
8A-1 209,8B-120 & 9-120 Eli Whitney School
1 A-i 21 Lordship School
18B-1 21 & 2-121 Honeyspot School
3 -121 & 6-121 Garden School
4 -121 Franklin School
5 -121 Nichols School
10-121, 10-122 & 5-122 Second Hill Lane School
6 -122 &9-122 Bunnell High School

8A-1 22 Chapel School

REPUBLICAN
NOMINATION FOR

JUDGE OF PROBATE
ENDORSED CANDIDATE CHALLENGER

F, PAUL KURMAY MARILYN PEARSON
For information call Stratford Town Hall

375-5621 - Ext. 234
Joseph M. Janosko, Jr.

Republican Registrar of Voters

ATTENTION 128th DISTRICT DEMOCRATS
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