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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

RS b STREET SN W
WASHING TON DI, X6

June 13, 1979

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Ms. Christina M. Cerna
1435 Fourth Street, S5.W.
Washington, D.C. 20024

Dear Ms. Cerna:

The Commission has concluded that the allegations
which you submitted against Roger Jepsen's campaign do
not constitute a complaint within 2 U.S.C. § 437g{a) (1)
and 11 ¢.F.R. § 1lll.2,

If you wish to resubmit allegations based on your
personal knowledge in accordance with the statutory
regulations, you may, of course, do so.

Thank you for bringing these matters to the
attention of the Commission.

Wiy A"

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel
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CERTIFILD MAIL

RETUR RECEIPT REQUESTED

Ma. Christina !1. Cerna
1435 Fourth S5treet, S5.W.
Washington, D.C. 20024

Dear Ma. Cerna:

The Commission has concluded that the allagations
which you submitted against Roger Jepsen's campaign do
not constitute a complaint within 2 U.5.C. § 437a(a) (1)
g LGPy sl 2y

If you wish to resubmit allegations based on your
sarsonal knowledge in accordance with the statutory
rooulations, you may, of course,; do so.

Thank you for bringing these matters to the
nttention of the Commission.

Sincearely,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

gn/cah
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1345 K STREE | NW
WASHINGTON 10 204464

June 13, 1979

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIFT REQUESTED

The Honorable Roger W. Jepsen
5327 Dirksen Building
Washington, D. C. 20510

MUR 971

Dear Senator Jepsen:

This letter 1is to notify you that the Commission
recaived a letter, dated May B, 1979, which alleges
that your 1978 Senate campaign vicolated 2 U.S5.C. §44le
and §441f of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971,
as amended. On June 13, 1979, the Commission
determined that the allegations do not constitute a
complaint within 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (1) and 11 C.F.R.
§111.2,.

A copy of the allegations and the Cormission's
analysis of this matter are enclosed for vour information.

Sincerely, y /!
53 /, '/
P 4

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

Attachments
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FEDERAL FLECTION COMMISSION

125 K STREL T NW
WASHING TOMN [0 20464

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

The Honorable Roger W. Jepsen
5327 Dirksen Building
Washington, D. C. 20510

Re: MUR 971

Dear Senator Jepsen:

This letter is to notify you that the Commission
recelved a letter, dated May 8, 1979, which alleges
that your 1978 Senate campaign violated 2 U.5.C. §44le

and §5441f of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971,
as amended. On 1979, the Commission
datermined that the allegations do not constitute a
complaint within 2 0U.5.C. §437g(a) {l1) and 11 C.F.R.
§111.2.

A copy of the allegations and the Commission's
analysis of this matter are enclosed for vour information.

Sincerely,

William C. Dldaker
General Counsel

Attachmants




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Roger W. Jepsen

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal
Election Commission, do hereby certify that on June 13,
1979, the Commission determined by a vote of 5-0 to
adopt the following recommendations, as set forth in the
Pirst General Counsel's Report dated June B, 1979, regarding
the above-captioned matter:

1. Send the letter to Ms. Cerna, attached to
the above-named report, stating that her
allegations do not constitute a complaint
within 2 U.S5.C. §437g(a) (1) and 11 C.F.R.
§111.2. Close the file.

Send the letter to Senator Jepsen, attached
to the above-named report.

Yotino for this Aetermination were Cormissioners
Aikens, Friedersdorf, Harris, McGarry, and Tiernan.

Attest:

eLal7s cesins %,

Marjorie . Emmons
Secretary to the Commission

Received in Office of Commission Secretary: 6-11-79, 7:54
Circulated on 48 hour vote basis: 6-11-79, 11:00




June 8, 1579

MEMORANDUM TO: Marge Emmons
FROM: Elissa T. Garr

SUBJECT: MUR 971

Please have the attached First General Counsel's

Report on MUR 971 distributed to the Commission on a

48 hour tally basis.

Thankyou.




.FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISS
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

FIRST GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

DATE AND TIME OF TRANSMITTAL MUR & 971

[ 4

BY OGC TO THE COMMISSION JUN 6 813 DATE COMPLAINT RECEIVED
BY 0GC 5/15/79

STAFF MEMBER Donaldson

COMPLAINANT'S NAME: Christina M. Cerna
RESPONDENT'S NAME: Roger W. Jepsen

RELEVANT STATUTE;: .C. §d4le
§441f%

INTERNAL REPORTS CHECKED:
FEDERAL AGENCIES CHECKED:

SUMMARY OF ALLEGATIONS

Christina M. Cerna, in a letter, dated May 8, 1979, (Attachment I)
has alleged that the South African government contributed $250,000 to
Roger W. Jepsen's 1978 Senate campaign which unseated Senator Dick

Cclark of Icwa.

EVIDENCE AND ANALYSIS

Ms. Cerna's allegations are based on newspaper articles in the
Washington Post, the New York Times, and an article in Newsweek magazine.
Ms. Cerna referred to the ygshinqtan Post and Newsweek articles; however,
she only attached a copy of the New York Times article to her complaint.

A valid complaint must be in writing, signed and sworn to by the
person filing such a complaint, shall be notarized (2 U.5.Cc. §437g
(a) (1)) and meet the requirements of 11 C.F.R. §111.2. The legislative
history of 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (1) indicates congressicnal concern over
unnecessary and unwarranted Commission investigation triggered by false
or unsubstantiated complaints (See 122 Cong. Rec. H2542, daily ed.
Mar. 30, 1976). Ms. Cerna's submission contains no documentation of
her allegations other than the New York Times article., It does not
appear that her allegations are based on her personal knowledge of the

facts.




RECOMMENDATIQNS

l. Send the attached letter to Ms. Cerna stating that
her allegations do not constitute a complaint within 2 U.S5.C.
§437g(a) (1) and 11 C.F,R. §111.2. Close the file.

2. 8Send the attached letter to Senator Jepsen.

ATTACHMENTS

l. Letter from Cerna
2. Proposed letter to Cerna
3. Proposed letter to Jepsen

0
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ATRCHMENT T =

1435 4th Strest,S5.W.

Washingron, D.C. 20024

Tel: (home) 483-4883
(office) 381-8835

Mr. Hal Ponder

Assistant General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.

Washington D.C. 20463 BHEBLG{
Dear Mr. Ponder:

I hereby wish to file a complaint with the Federal Election Commission
pursuant to Part 111 of the Commission's Regulations, alleging a possible
violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended,

(2 U,5.C. 431 et seq) based on Mr. Eschel Rhoodie's assertions that the
South African Government interfered in the electoral process in the United
States last year with the purposec of defeating Senator Dick Clark.

Eschel Rhoodie's brochure, which was distributed to news organizations
in order to interest them in purchasing Mr. Rhoodie's papers and 41
tape recordin @ for some $200,000, contends that South Africa's agents
in the United States poured $250,000 into the campaign that unseated
Senator Dick Clark, (See, Washington Post, March 25, 1979)

Early in 1978, one of South Africa's American operatives reportedly
promised the then Prime Minister, Vorster, that Senator Clark would

lose, And just before the primary, a South African diplomat, Jan

van Rooven, visited lowa and told an audience thar instead of criticizing
South Africa, Clark should deal™with the real problems this state might
have." (See, Wewsweek, April 2, 1979 at p. 41).

These acts if true, would violate Sections 441 e and/or 441 £ of the Ack,
prohibiting contributions by foreign nationals or contributions in the
name of another. Enclosed please find a copy of an artiele of March 22
New York Times by Wendell Rawls Jr. entitled "South African Role in

lowa Voting Charged."

I am not a candidate, nor am I Eiling this complaint on behalf of or

at the request or suggestion of a candidate.
Sincerely yours,
/’ A -

V. 'y ,fff

(’ .|-'+r. g .r/

Lhrlntlﬂﬂ M. Cerna

Enclosure

Eisirliet of

Subscribed s
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~TasDAY, MARCH 22, 1979
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South African Role in Iowa Voting Charge

Ey WENDELL RAWLS Ir.

A farmmer officiai in South Africa's In-
formation Ministry who kas been in hid.
in3 17 Europe reportedly has said that his
eouaiy intarfered in the elsctoral pro-
gerd i (ke United Staies last year with
the ol= of defeadng Senator Dick Clark,
o llzeral lowa Democrat,

The allegation is one of many that the
(&1 mor ofticial, Eschal M, Rhoodie, i3
s2id to have included in papers and A1
taze cecasdings that he has said would
document South Africa’s secret multimil-
lion=tallar campzign to influence law.
maixes, journalisis and news outlets

ordings (or sale or 100 protection

t reprisal, some of his allewations

were sunrmarized [or news organizations

that soulst o Gotain access to the maten-
als.

Mr. Dhoodie is a ceatral figure in what

hos becormne a major scancal in South

Alrica invoiving top Govermment olfi-

cials. 't has led to his resignation and
thase af the dinister of information and)
th= n=ad of the Bureau of State Secusity,|
South Alnea’s secret colice. They are ar.-i
cused of spending about 373 million ca
some 70 clandesiing projecis as gart ol a
propadanda sitort on behall of aparthaid,
Soutn Alrica’s sysiem of mcial separa
ticn

Seratnr Clarlt was  dareated Inst
November by u consenvative Republican,
Roger Jengen, Senator Clark,
chatrman of the Foreiim Relations sub-
committes on African Alfairs, was a
harsh ecttie of Suuth Africa’s racial poli-
cies and had urged economic sanciions
Against that couniry.-

Asizrtions in Rboodle’s Papers
ny assertions  thatc
matéerial 15

viny

Sy e
o, il

P
L% -

it AlRca was a major [mane:al
er of Mr in. Howaver, publicl

} #! Siates rellect nol

1 ncial contnbution fram South Afncan|
Covernment tourses, and Senator Jepsen |
nt that e allepation was 10

=¥

i Coagressicnal staffs have made trips o

=

completaly ridiculous and totally false, 1
don't want to dignily it with any big re-
sponse.”’ E.d:u}ung ol M:. Rhoodie, he
commented, “He 13 just some Kook run-
ning around the world wilh tome sup-
posed tape recordings for sale for 5200.-
000" He added that he had "every reason
to believe that there was absoiutely ro
money put [aio my campaign from Souih
Alriea™

GSouth Africa supplied a substantial
share of th= capital that enabind a news-
paper publisner, John P. McGolf, to
make an unsuccessiul bid for The Wash-
irgton Star in 1973 and a successful one
for The Sacramento Union in Call [ormia.

GSouth Alqica made larga cash pay-
ments to prominent labar leaders (n the
United Siatas sarly in 1977 to persunde
them nnot 19 take pare in a weeklond shig-
ping blockade of South Africa organized
by the Intarmational Confederntion of

ree Trade Unions.

1n addition, The New York Times has
learned indecendently that about 50
rmembers of Congress or members of

South Africa that were subsidized by the!
South Alsican Government,

Although documentation of  Mr
Bhoodie's assertions is baing withheld,
the record of the Clark-Jupsen campaigl |
disclosed a patism of Involvement by
South Alricans or people strongly oug-
portive of South Africa.

South Afcican Visited lowa
Inthe sprine of 1978, just belors the pr- |

| mary elsction in Iowa, a Souih alncan| §

diplomat, Jan van Rooyen, visited !1"!1
lowa state capital, Des Moined, at the in-
vitztion ol a comservative Republican|
stata Serator, Stzoken Bisemius. In the|
course of the visit, Hr. van Rooy'sn tald a
group of lowans that b= did not know

“ochy Senator Clark fincs S

such a fine platform, rother tan dealing |
with the real prooiems (018 slaie migil

hawe.**

The statement brouzght a quick reaction
from e State Deguniment. David D,
MNewsom, Under Secretary of State for|
Politieal Aflairs, summoned tha Souih

Africancharge d'alfalres to Lhe Siats De.

p:i.rtrm:nt,wherc]:er,'e'mrr*re-dunﬂr:zl-,-,rl.-

testagainat Mr. van Reoyen's actions.
According ta sources famiilar with the

case, the State Departiment flso sent 2

confidential cable to South Alnca oo

ing the fact that Mr. van Rooyen had

jected nimsslf Into the Ameon ¢

torsl precess, and complaini

Yhad ma

vention in Houstea spunsarss
South African Forelgn Trace O
ticn. The= leatured spearer at Lhe conh =t
tion was former Prealdent Garald =
Ford, tut the muost political of the
gnasches, secording to bc Hisgunids, =
detiver=] by Mr. MeGarf, who
Senatar Clark and inteomu ;
ask whather anyone froen Iows wa
pr=sent. Mr. Bisen|us seid he had raised
kiz hand and was inwvited to talk wita s
MceGoff 2iter the session

Sopth Alricans Attended Meetln

¥
=

at the conventio
a don’s Akt 2
.x .. :
ropleced of
sympatcetic to South Al
view was aiten exaresisd. e
had urzd cuth Alricang
{rom becomin g involveu

apd said m= {ele cortann thid |

Tha surpose of the thip, he s, wal
s e South Alneanlabor farce ot

and 0 observe tha Soulh Alsdan ¢




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1485 k STREED N W
WASHINCTION 1D . 204614

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Ms. Christina M. Cerna
1435 Fourth Street, S5.W.
Washington, D.C. 20024

Dear Ms. Cerna:

The Commission has concluded that the allegations
which you submitted against Roger Jepsen's campaign do
not constitute a complaint within 2 U.S5.C. § 437g(a) (1)
and 11 C.F.R. § 111.2.

If you wish to resubmit allegations based on your
personal knowledge in accordance with the statutory
requlations, you may, of course, do so,.

Thank you for bringing these matters to the
attention of the Commission.

Sincerely,

William C. 0Oldaker
General Counsel




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 k STREET N W
WASHING TOS DO . 20468

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

The Honorable Roger W. Jepsen
5327 Dirksen Building
Washington, D. C. 20510

MUR 971

.

Deaar Senator Jepsen:

This letter is to notify you that=~the Commission
recaeived a letter, dated May 8, 1979, which alleges

that your 1978 Senate campaign violated 2 U.S5.C. S§44le
and §441f of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971,
as amended. On 1979, the Commission
determined that the allegations do not constitute a
complaint within 2 U.5.C. §437g(a) (1) and 11 C.F.R.
§111.2.

A copy of the allegations and the Commission's
analysis of this matter are enclosed for vour information.

Sincerely,

William €. Oldaker
General Counsel

Attachments




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET MW
WASHINGTON 2O 20063

May 16, 1979

Ms. Christina M. Cerna
1435 4th Street, S5.W.
Washington, D.C. 20024

Dear Ms. Cerna:

This is to acknowledge receipt of your complaint
of May 8, 1979, alleging violations of the Federal
Election Campaign Laws. A staff member has been assigned
to analyze your allegations and a recommendation to the
Federal Election Commission as to how this matter
should be handled will be made shortly. You will be
notified as soon as the Commission determines what
action should be taken. For your information, we have
attached a brief description of the Commission's prelimin-
ary procedures for the handling of complaints.

Sincerely,

V28

al Ponder
Assistant General Counsel

Enclosure




SeqR 9

‘I' 103

e

1435 4th Street,S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20024

Tel: (home) 4BB-488)3
(office) JB1-8815

Mr. Hal Ponder

Assistant General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.

Washington D.C. 20463 902 3'){

Dear Mr. Ponder:

1 hereby wish to file a complaint with the Federal Election Commission
pursuant to Part 111 of the Commission's Regulations, alleging a possible
violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended,

(2 U.5.C. 431 et seq) based on Mr. Eschel Rhoodie's assertions thnt the
South African Government interfered in the electoral process in the United
States last year with the purpose of defeating Senator Dick Clark.

Eschel Rhoodie's brochure, which was distributed to news organizations
in order to interest them in purchasing Mr. Rhoodie's papers and 41
tape recordin g for some $200,000, contends that South Africa’s agents
in the United States poured $250,000 into the campaign that unseated
Senator Dick Clark. (See, Washington Post, March 25, 1979)

Early in 1978, one of South Africa's American operatives reportedly
promised the then Prime Minister, Vorster, that Semator Clark would

lose. And just before the primary, a South African diplomat, Jan

van Rooyen, visited lowa and told an audience that instead of criticizing
South Africa, Clark should deal™with the real problems this state might
have." (See, Newsweek, April 2, 1979 at p. 41).

These acts if true, would violate Sections 441 e and/or 441 f of the Act,
prohibiting contributions by foreign nationals or contributions in the
name of another. Enclosed please find a copy of an article of March 22
New York Times by Wendell Rawls Jr. entitled "South African Role in

Iowa Voting Charged."

I am not a candidate, nor am I filing this complaint on behalf of or
at the request or suggestion of a candidate.

Sincerely yours,

(felatona W lovea_

Christina M. Cerna
Enclosure

Distriaot of CUiIEb;ﬂ: S5
Sutizeribted and aworn to beforsé

H#

me 1hLu--J! i

'{%ﬁp(#in.f., 'Zégig&Jt“%ca

NOTARY P...-..IL.
My Commission Expires =
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EETIRSMVITMURSDAY, MARCH 22, 1979

South African Role in Iowa Voting Charged

By WENDELL RAWLS Ir.

A former official in South Africa’s In-
formation Ministry who has bean in hid-
ing in Europe reportedly has said that his
country Interfered in the electoral pro-
cess in the United States last yvear with
the alm of defeating Senator Dick Clark,
i liberal lowa Democrat. ]

The allegation is one of that the
térmer ofticial, Eschal M. , 18
sald 'o have Included in papers and 41
tape recordings that he has said would
dicument South Africa’s secrat multimil-
lion=ollar campaign to influence law-
makes, journalists and news outlets
around the world.

Altheugh he has held the documents
and recordings for sale or for protection
against reprisal, some of his allegations
were sunmarized for news organizstions
Kx@uﬂhmmm materi-

Mr. Fhoodie is a central figure in what
has become a major scandal in South
Africa inwmﬂ wguﬁuwmmHt offi-
cials. 't has to his resignation and
thoae of the Minister of Information and
the head of the Bureau of State Security,
South Africa’s secret police, They are ac-
cused of spending about 573 million on
some 170 clandestine projects as partof a
propaganda =ffort on behalf of apartheid,
South Africa’s system of racial separa-
tion,

Senator Clark was defeated last
November by i conservative ilgmhllﬁ.n.
Roger W. Jepsen. Senator Clark, as
chairman of the Forelgn Relations sub-
committee on African Affairs, was a
harsh critic of South Africa’s racial poli-
cies and had urged economic sanctions
agairst that country.

Assertions ln Rboodle’s Papers

Among the assertions thar Mr.
Rhoodie’'s material is said to include
were the following:

YSouth Africa waa a major financial
backer of Br. Jepsen. However, public
récords (n the United States reflect no
financial contribution from South African
Government sources, and Senator J

said last night that the allegation was 30

completely ridiculous and totally false, [

don't want to dignify it with any big re-

sponse.’* “l:ru.tl of Mr. Rhoodie, he

commented, “He |s just some kook run-

ning around the world with some sup-

tape recordings for sale for $200.-

.'"' He added that he had "'every reason

to believe that there was absciutely no

money put into my campaign from South
Africa.”

gS5outh Africa supplied a substantial
ghare of the capital that enabled a news-
paper publisher, John P. McGolf, to
make an unsuccessful bid for The Wash-
ington Star in 1973 and a succeasful one
for The Sacramento Union in California.

9South Africa made large cash pay-
ments to prominent labor leaders in the
United States early in i977 to persuade
them not to take part In & weeklong ship-
ping blockade of South Africa o

the International Confederation of
ree Trade Unions,

In addition, The New York Times bas
learned Independently that about 50
members of Con or members of
Congresajonal stafls have made trips to
South Africa that were subsidized by the
South African Government.

Although documentation of Mr.
Rhoodie’s assertions is being withheld,
the record of the Clark-Jepsen campaign
disclosed a pattern of involvement by
Sputh Alricans or people strongly sup-
portive of South Africa.

South African Visited lowa

In the spring of 1978, just before the pri-
mary election in lowa, a South African
diplomat, Jan van Rooyen, visited the
Iowa state capital, Des Moines, at the in-
vitation of a conservative Republican
state Senator, Stephen Bisenius. In tha
course of the visit, ¥r. van Rooyen told a
group of lowans that he did not know
“why Senator Clark finds South Africa
such a fine platform, rather than dealing
with the real problems this state might
have.”

The statement hrought a quick reaction
from the State Department. David D,
Newsom, Under Secretary of State for
Political Affairs, summoned the South

Alrican chargé d'affalres to the State De-
partment, where he delivered an oral pro-
(i1 t Mr, van an's actions.

to sources familiar with the
case, the State Departroent also sent a
confidential cable to South Africa protest.
ing the fact that Mr. van Rooyen had in-
jected himseil into the American siec-
toral process, and complaining that he
“had made disparaging remarks about
Senator Clark.* ;

The following summer, Mr. Bisenius
was the oaly lowan o attend a large con-
vention in Houston sponsored by ihe
South African Forelgn Trode Organiza-
ticn. The featured speaker at the conven-
tion was former President Gerald R.
Ford, but the most political of the
speeches, according to Mr. Bisenius, was
delivered by Mr. McGoff, who castigated
Senator Clark and Intsrrupted himsell w
ask whether anyone from Iowa was
present. Mr. Bisenlus said he had raised
his hand and was (nvited to talk with Mr.
McGoff after the session,

South Africans Attended Meeting

e

o

Mr. Bisenlus said that 20 to 30 South -

African businessmen had also attended

the convention, along with several repre- -

sentazives of Sydney S, Baron & Company
Inc., the New York public-relations con-
cern that represents South Alrica in the
United States.

He sajd that he was invariably grested
at the convention with the observaton,
“We don't get along with one of your
Senators.” He said that the desire (o have
Senator Clark repiaced by someone more
sympathetic to South Africa’s point of
view was often expressed. He said that he
had urged the South Africans to refrain
{rom becoming involved in the campaign,
and said he {elt certain that they did re-
frain from doing so0.

Shortly after the Houston conference,
Mr. Bisenius made a visit to Scuth Alrica
that he described as a business trp, for
which he said he paid his own expenaes.
The purpose of the trip, he Sald, was to
see the South Alnican labor force at work
and to observe the South African coal-
gasilication process.




*T Christina Cetha
1435 4th Street,S,W,
O Washington D.C. 20024

Mr. Hal Fonder

Assistant General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street N.W,
Washington D.C. 20463




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET MW
WASHINGTON 120, 20404

May 1, 1979

Ms. Christina M. Cerna
1435 4th Street, 5.W.
Washington, D.C. 20024

Dear Ms. Cerna:

We have received your letter of April 20, 1979,
inguiring into the possibility of a violation of the
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended.

As set forth in 2 U.S5.C. section 437g(a)(l), the
Commission is not empowered to take action unless complaints
are signed, sworn and notarized by the complainant.

In the interests of complying with the above
procedures, excerpts from the Federal Election Campaign
Act of 1971, as amended, and the Commission's regqulations
are enclosed with this letter. I hope that an examination
of these materials will answer most of your questions and
will enable you to be specific in any assertions or allega-
tions you might make, in the event you wish to resubmit
your complaint to the Commission.
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Sincerely, _
I WA }
/ iv"'ld ..-:-c - }J;-'_.:L‘.
Hal Ponder
Assistant General Counsel

Enclosure
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1435 4th Street,S.W.'
Hashington D.C.20024

Tt R aa® 112 13

General Counsel

Federal Election Commission

1325 K Street,N.W.

Washington,D.C. 20463 90?1

Dear Sir: !
I hereby wish to file a complaint with the Federal Election Commission
pursuant to Part 111 of the Commission's Regulations, alleging a possible
violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended,

(2 U.S.C. 431 et seq) based on Mr. Eschel Rhoodie's assertions that the
South African Government interfered in the electoral process in the United
States last year with the purpose of defeating Senator Dick Clark.

Eschel Rhoodie's brochure which was distributed to news organizations in
order to interest them in purchasing Mr. Rhoodie's papers and 41 tape
recordings for $200,000,¢ontends that South AFrica's agents in the United
States poured $250,000 into the campaign that unseated Senator Dick
Clark. (See, Washington Post, March 25,1979}

Early in 1978, one of South AFrica's American operatives reportedly promised
the then Prime Minister Vorster that Senator Clark would lose. And just
before the primary, a South AFrican diplomat, Jan van Rooyen, visited

Iowa: and told an audience that instead of criticizing South Africa, Clark
should deal "with the real problems this state might have." (See, Newsweek,
April 2, 1979 at p. 41)

These acts if true, would violate Sections 441 e and/ or 441 f of the Act,
prohibiting contributions by foreign nationals or contributions in the name
of another. Enclosed please find a copy of an article of March 22 in the New
York Times by Wendell Rawls Jr. entitled "South African Role in Iowa Voting
Charged.”

I am not a candidate, nor am I filing this complaint on behalf of or at the
request or suggestion of a candidate.

Sincergly yours,

Wiaddna M. Couna.

Christina M. Cerma
Enclosure




{URSDAY, MARCH 22, 1979

South African Role in Iowa Voting Ch&rge& :

By WENDELL RAWLS Jr.

A lormer official in South Africa’s In-
formation Ministry who has been |n hid-
ing in Europe reportedly has aald that kis
country Interfered in the electoral pro-
mlnﬂuﬂniud!utul-tbrmwith
the aim of defeating Senator Dick Clark
& [iberal lows Demacral.

The aliegation is one of many that the
former official, Eschel M. , Is
said to have included in papers and 41

*| to believe that thers was absolutely no

tape recordings that he has sald would
docussent South Africa’s sacret multimil-
I campalgn to influence law-

Although he has held the documents
and recordings for sale or for protection
againsl reprisal, some of his aliegations
wery sumrmarized for news organizations
that soujit to obtain sccess to the materi-
als,

Mr. Rhoodie is & central fi in what
mn:ﬂf‘m South
aoffi-

N
clals. 't has to resignation and
those of the Minister of Information and|

the head
South Africa’s ;ju:m ﬂ'“ﬁ! I ]lﬂ -
cussd of m' about mi on

sorma | T0 ine ax ofa
Effort on bebalf of spariheid.
Africa’s wystem aof separs.

ﬁul:: Clark was defeated last
a conservative Republican,
Senator

Assertlons ln Rhoodie's
Among the assertions i Mr.
Rhoodie's material 15 said to include

950uth Africa was & major financial|
backer of Mr. Jepsen. However, public
records in the United States reflect no
linancial contribution from South African
Government sources, and Senator Jepsen
said last night that the allegation was ''so

l were the following |

-| lowa state capital, Des Moines, at the in-

completely ridiculous and totally false, 1
don't want to dignify it with any big re-
sponse.” of Mr. Rhoodie, he
com ., “He is just some kook run-
ning around the world with some sup-

tape recordings for sale for $200,-
."" He added that he had *“‘every reason

money put into my campaign from South
m_ﬂ“

950uth Africa supplied a substantial
share of the capital that enabled & news-
paper publisher, John P. McGoff, to
make an unsuccessful bid for The Wash-

ington Star in 1973 and & successful ane | South

for The Sacramento Union in California.
950uth Africa made lurge cash pay-
ments 10 prominent labor leaders in the
Unlted States early in 1977 to persuade
them not to take part in & weeklong ship-
:;c blockade of South Africa organized
the International Confederation of
Free Trade Unions.

In nddition, The New York Times has
learnad independently that about 50
mambers of C or members of
W staffs have made trips 1o

Alfrica that were gubsidired by the
South African Government.

Although documentation of Mr.
Rhoodie's mssartions |s being withheld,
the record of the Clark-Jepsen campai
m & pattern of imvolvement g

Cané or people strongly sup-
portive of South Africa.
South African Vishied lewa

Ln the spring of 1978, just bafore the pri-
mary election in lowa, a South African
diplomat, Jan van Rooyen, visited the

vitatlon of & conservative Republican
state Senator, Sie Bisenlus, In the
course of the visit, Mr. van Rooyen told a
group of lowans that he did not know
“why Senator Clark finds South Africa
such a fine platform, rather than dealing
with the real problems this state might
have. "

The statement brought a quick reaction

from the State Department. David D.
Newsom, Under Secretary of State for
Political Affairs, summoned the South

Department
confidential cabie 10 South Afrfca
ing the fact that Mr. van in
jected himself into the American elec-

toral process, and that ba
“had made disparaging shout
Senator Clark."

summer, Mr. Bisenius

The following

wha the uhl!.l}f':lllﬂlﬂ to attend & 'I?.:-
ventlon ouston  sponsored
African Foreign Trade Organizs-
tion. The featured at the corven-
tion was former Gerald
Ford, but the most of twe

, according to Mr. Blsenius, wad
delivered by Mr, McGofl, who
Senator Clark and mlu'nwllm ok
ask whether :

L Mr. Bhﬂumldl be bad

E| hand and was (nvited to talk ¥
MeGoff after the sessjon.

»

g

.k = L=

and said he felt certain that tey re-
frain from doing so.

after the Houston confaremce,
M%mnﬂlvﬂhlﬂlﬂﬂ
that he described as a business trip,
which he sald he paid his own
The purpose of the trip, he sald, was 0
see the South African labor force at werk
and o cheerve the South African -ooal

-§

-

— .

Y B

gasification process.
A N




Christina Cerna
1435 4cth Street SW
Washington D.C. 20024

General Couns=l

Federal Election Commissien
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C, 20463
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