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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20463

July 14, 1980

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mrs. Flora Patricia Crane
c/o John Adams
3200 S.W. 60th Lane
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314

Re: MUR 967

Dear Mrs. Crane:

On June 24, 1980, the Commission, after considering
the circumstances of this matter, determined to take no
further action against you and close its file in this matter.
This matter will be made part of the public record within
30 days. However, 2 U.S.C. S437g(a) (4) (B) prohibits any
information derived in connection with any conciliation
attempt from becoming public without the written consent
of the respondent and the Commission. Should you wish
any such information to become part of the public record,
please advise us in writing.

If you have any questions, please direct them to
Marybeth Tarrant at (202) 523-4175.

Ch'VT1 1-S * .oFS~tex
General Counsel



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mrs. Flora Patricia Crane
c/o John Adams
320.0 S.W. 60th Lane
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314

Re: MUR 967

Dear Mrs. Crane:

On June 24, 1980, the Commission, after considering
the circumstances of this matter, determined to take no
further action against you and close its file in this matter.
This matter will be made part of the public record within
30 days. However, 2 U.S.C. S437g(a) (4) (B) prohibits any
information derived in connection with any conciliation
attempt from becoming public without the written consent
of the respondent and the Commission. Should you wish
any such information to become part of the public record,
please advise us in writing.

If you have any questions, please direct them to
Marybeth Tarrant at (202) 523-4175.

Sincerely,

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel

1%~c



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

July 14, 1980

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mrs. Diane Adams, Treasurer
Committee to Elect John Adams
3200 S.W. 60th Lane
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314

Re: MUR 967

Dear Mrs. Adams:

On June 24, 1980, the Commission, after considering
the circumstances of this matter, determined to take no
further action against your committee and close its file
in this matter. This matter will be made part of the
public record within 30 days. However, 2 U.S.C. S 437g(a)
(4)(B) prohibits any information derived in connection with
any conciliation attempt from becoming public without the
written consent of the respondent and the Commission.
Should ysu wish any such information to become part of the
public record, please advise us in writing.

It you have any questions, please direct them to
Marybeth Tarrant at (202) 523-4175

crres N. ztee
General Counsel



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mrs. Diane Adams, Treasurer
Committee to Elect John Adams
3200 S.W. 60th Lane
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314

Re: MUR 967
A

Dear Mrs. Adams:

On June 24, 1980, the Commission, after considering
the circumstances of this matter, determined to take no
further action against your committee and close its file
in this matter. This matter will be made part of1 the
public record within 30 days. flowever, 2 U.S.C. S 437g(a)
(4)(B) prohibits any information derived in connection with
any conciliation attempt from becoming public without the
written consent of the respondent and the Commission.
Should you wish any such information to become part of the
public record, please advise us in writing.

If you have any questions, please direct them to
Marybeth Tarrant at (202) 523-4175

Sincerely,

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel



'3 FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

July 14, 1980

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. John Adams
3200 S.W. 60th Lane
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314

Re: MM71 967

Dear Mr. Adams:

on June 24, 1980, the Commission, after considering
the circumstances of this matter, determined to take no
further action against you and close its file in this matter.
This matter will be made part of the public record within
30 days. However, 2 U.S.C. S 437g(a) (4) (B) prohibits any
information derived in connection with any conciliation
attempt from becoming public without the written consent
of the respondent and the Commission. Should you wish any
such information to become part of the public record,
please advise us in writing.

If you have any questions, please direct them to
Marybeth Tarrant at (202)523-4175.

General Counsel



FEDERAL ELECTION-COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, DC, 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. John Adams
3200 S.W. 60th Lane
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314

Re: MUR 967

pear Mr. Adams:

On June 24, 1980, the Commission, after considering
the circumstances of this matter, determined to take no
further action against you and dlose its file in this matter.
This matter will be made part of the public record within
30 days. However, 2 U.S.C. S 437g(a) (4) (B) prohibits any
information derived in connection with any conciliation
attempt from becoming public without the written consent
of the respondent and the Commission. Should you wish any
such information to become part of the public record,
please advise us in writing.

If you have any questions, please direct them to
Marybeth Tarrant at (202)523-4175.

Sincerely,

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel

JO



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

MEM4RANDUM TO:

FROM

DATE:

SUBJECT:

cxazsS=ELE
MARJORIE W. EMNON /MARGARET CHANEY

JULY 10, 1980

MUR 967 - Memorandum to the Comuission
dated 7-8-807 Received in OCS 7-9-80,
1:14

The above-named document was circulated to the

Commission on a 24 hour no-objection basis at 4:00,

July 9, 1980.

There were no objections to the proposed letters,

as attached to the above-named memorandum, at the time

of the deadline.



HIMUPANDWI TO: Marjorie W. RMS

pE lSBussa T. Gsr

SUBJECT: ISR 967

PIams hav the attab dstrbuted to the

Comssion on a 24 hour no-objoction basis. Thank you.



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463 80tt9 P 14

:july 8, 1980

MEMORANDUM TO: The Commission

FROM: Charles N. Steelers/
General Counsel

SUBJECT: Letters - MUR 967

Pursuant to the Commission's vote of June 24, 1980 to

close the file in the above-captioned matter, the General

Counsel recommends the approval of the attached letters.

Recommendation

Approve the attached letters.

Attachments

Letters to Respondents (3)



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINCION, D.C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. John Adams
3200 S.W. 60th Lane
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314

Re: MUR 967

Dear Mr. Adams:

On June 24, 1980, the Commission, after considering
the circumstances of this matter, determined to take no
further action against you and dlose its file in this matter.
This matter will be made part of the public record within
30 days. However, 2 U.S.C. S 437g(a) (4) (B) prohibits any
information derived in connection with any conciliation
attempt from becoming public without the written consent
of the respondent and the Commission. Should you wish any
such information to become part of the public record,
please advise us in writing.

If you have any questions, please direct them to
Marybeth Tarrant at (202)523-4175.

Sincerely,

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINC, TON, 13C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mrs. Diane Adams, Treasurer
Committee to Elect John Adams
3200 S.W. 60th Lane
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314

Re: MUR 967

Dear Mrs. Adams:

On June 24, 1980, the Commission, after considering
the circumstances of this matter, determined to take no
further action against your committee and close its file
in this matter. This matter will be made part of' the
public record within 30 days. However, 2 U.S.C. S 437g(a)
(4)(B) prohibits any information derived in connection with
any conciliation attempt from becoming public without the
written consent of the respondent and the Commission.
Should you wish any such information to become part of the
public record, please advise us in writing.

If you have any questions, please direct them to
Marybeth Tarrant at (202) 523-4175

Sincerely,

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. D.C 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mrs. Flora Patricia Crane
c/o John Adams
320.0 S.W. 60th Lane
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314

Re: MUR 967

Dear Mrs. Crane:

On June 24, 1980, the Commission, after considering
the circumstances of this matter , determined to take no
further action against you and close its file in this matter.
This matter will be made part of the public record within
30 days. However, 2 U.S.C. S437g(a) (4) (B) prohibits any
information derived in connection with any conciliation
attempt from becoming public without the written consent
of the respondent and the Commission. Should you wish
any such information to become part of the public record,
please advise us in writing.

If you have any questions, please direct them to
Marybeth Tarrant at (202) 523-4175.

Sincerely,

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel
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In the Mtter of

Job A m
Flora Patricia Crane )
Omwittee to Elect John dams)

MMR 967

CRMFICATIM

I, Marjorie W. uins, secretary for the Federal

OCmnission' s executive session on June 24, 1980, do hereby certify that

the Ocamission took the following actions in KTV 967:

1. Failed by a vote of 2-3 to :

a. Find prae cause to believe that John Adams violated
2 U.S.C. S44la(f) and 11 C.F.R. 5110.4(c) (2).

b. Find probable cause to believe that Flora Patricia Crane
violated 2 U.S.C. SS441a(a) (1) (A) and 441g.

c. Find probable cause to believe that the (omMittee to Elect
John Adams violated 2 U.S.C. S441a(f) and 11 C.F.R. S110.4
(c) (2).

d. Approve and send the conciliation agresmets and letters
attached to the General Ommsel's May 29, 1980 report in
this matter.

Cammissicners Aikens and Reiche voted affirmatively to take
these actions- Ommnissioners Friederscorf, Harris, and Mcrarry
dissented; Ommissicner Tiernan was not present at the tine of
the vote.

2. Areed by a vote of 4-1 to close the file in IUR 967.

Cmrnissioners Aikens, Friedersdorf, Harris, and Mtcarry voted
affirmatively to close the file; Ommissioner Reiche dissented-
Qrmissioner Tiernan was not present at the tine of the vote.

Attest:

76~zt4-~

Date I D arjorie W. Fmmcns
Secretary to the cmission



MAY 29, 2190

In the Matter of ))
John Adams ) NUR 967
Flora Patricia Crane )
Committee to Elect John Adams )

GENERAL COUNSEL S REPORT

I. BACKGROUND

This matter involves an excessive contribution from

Mrs. Flora Crane to her son, candidate John Adams, wbo in turn

loaned the money to the Committee to Elect John Adams. This

matter was referred to the Office of General Counsel by the

Reports Analysis Division. On April 22, 1980, letters and briefs

were sent to the respondents notifying them of the General Counsel's

recommendation that the Commission find probable cause to believe

each respondent had violated the Act or regulations. A reply to the

General Counsel's brief, which appears to be on behalf of all three

respondents, has been received from Mr. Adams.

II. LEGAL ANALYSIS

2 U.S.C. S 441a(a)(1)(A) prohibits any individual from making

contributions to any candidte or his authorized committees with

respect to any election for Federal office which, in the aggregate,

exceed $1,000. Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. S 431(8)(A)(i) (formerly

2 U.S.C. S 431(e)(1)), the definition of a "contribution" includes

a "loan (or) advance ... of money ... made for the purpose of

influencing any election for Federal office." 2 U.S.C. S 441a(f)

prohibits the knowing acceptance of any excessive contribution.



2 U.S.C. 5 441g prohibits contributions in cash in excess

of $100 and 11 C.F.R. S 110.4(c)(2) requires a candidate or

committee receiving a cash contribution in excess of $100 to

promptly return such excess to the contributor.

In his letter, Mr. Adams repeats his position that the

payments received from his mother, Mrs. Crane, were down payments

made on behalf of her friends, .the Beneduccis, for the purchase

of his house. Mr. Adams states that his interest in the house

was not formally transferred because the legal costs would have

0 been too high. This response does not alter the conclusion upon

which~the General Counsel's recommendations are based that

Mrs. Crane's payments are most accurately described as loans to

C_ Mr. Adams for which his interest in the house was collateral.

Mr. Adams' response also does not dispute the fact that one

- of the payments from Mrs. Crane which was deposited in his campaign

committee's account was made in cash.

III. DISCUSSION OF CONCILIATION AND CIVIL PENALTY
The General Counsel recommends a civil penalty of $250 for

each respondent. This recommendation is substantially lower than

the excess amount of the contribution, $6,700, because

the respondents do not appear to have committed an intentional

violation and did make efforts to comply with the law as evidenced

by their frequent communications with the Commission. Also,

Mr. Adams apparently did have an interest in his house at

least equal to the amounts of the payments from his mother.

He failed to make a complete transfer of his interest at the

time the payments were made. However all of the parties to

the transaction involving his house - Mr. Adams, Mrs. Crane



3-

and the Beneduccis - appear to have treated the transaction as

if it were a sale. The sale was completed after the election

without any further transfers between Mr. Adams and Mrs. Crane.

IV. RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Find probable cause to believe that John Adams violated

2 U.S.C. S 441a(f) and 11 C.F.R. S 110.4(c)(2).

2. Find probable cause to believe that Flora Patricia Crane

violated 2 U.S.C. SS 441a(a)(1)(A) and 441g.

3. Find probable cause to believe that the Committee to Elect

John Adams violated 2 U.S.C. S 441a(f) and 11 C.F.R. S 110.4

(c)(2).

4. Approve the attached conciliation agreements.

5. Approve the attached letters.

Date e-sl
General Counsel

Attachments

1. Proposed Conciliation Agreements
2. Proposed letters
3. OGC Brief
4. Adams' Brief
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION CONISSION
April 4, 1980

In the Matter of )
)" MUR 967

John Adams )
Flora Patricia Crane )
Committee to Elect John Adams-)

GENERAL COUNSEL'S BRIEF

I. Statement of the Case

On January 29, 1979, the Commission found reason to believe

that the Committee to Elect John Adams (the Committee) violated

2 U.S.C. S 441a by accepting $7,700 in loans from the candidate's

mother, Flora Patricia Crane. This matter was referred to the

Office of General Counsel by the Reports Analysis Division on

May 7, 1979. On May 30, 1979, the Commission found reason

to believe that both Flora Crane and John Adams had violated

2 U.S.C. S 441a. On August 14, 1979, the Commission found

reasonable cause to believe that all three respondents violated

2 U.S.C. S 441a and proceeded to conciliation.

Conciliation discussions were unsuccessful. Also, sub-

sequent to the Commission's findings of reasonable cause to

believe, it was discovered that Mrs. Crane had made one loan

of $2,400 in cash to Mr. Adams. Accordingly, on January 2, 1980,

the Commission found reason to believe that Mrs. Crane had violated

2 U.S.C. S 441g and that John Adams and the Committee had violated

11 C.F.R. S i0.4(c)(2). The Commission voted to defer further
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conciliation efforts pending resolution of these new findings.

Subpoenas and orders were issued to Mrs. Crane, Mr. Adams

and the First American Bank of Davie. Responses were received

from all three.

Mr. Adams became a candidate for the 12th Congressional

District in Florida and ran in the primary held on September 12,

1978. The information obtained in this matter indicates that

due to a pending divorce and lack of campaign funds, Mr. Adams

decided to sell his house in June, 1978. Half of the profit

N was to go to his ex-wife. Mr. Adams moved out of his house and

friends of his mother's, Mr. & Mrs. Iggy Beneducci, moved in

as tenants, intending to purchase the house. At the time,

however, it appears the Beneduccis could not make the required

down payment of aproximately $14,000. Mr. Adams orally agreed

r, with the Beneduccis that they would pay rent by making Adams'

mortgage payments. No agreement was made with the banks

C holding the two mortgages.

In July and August, 1978, Mrs. Crane made two payments

to Mr. Adams - the first in the amount of $5,300 on July 22, 1978;

and the second in the amount of $2,400 on August 17, 1978.

The second payment was made in cash. Mr. Adams deposited both

payments in the account of the Committee on the date they were

made. The Committee first reported this $7,700 as loans received

from Mrs. Crane, however, these reports were later amended to show

that Mr. Adams had loaned the Committee the money.
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Mr. Adams has described these payments as down payments

for the purchase of his house made by his mother on behalf of

the Beneduccis. According to Mr. Adams the payments were

made as part of a transaction in which Mrs. Crane was to pay

Adams and his ex-wife for their respective interests in the

house, and their equity would transfer to Mrs. Crane. Although

no written agreement was entered into by any of the parties

at the time, Mr. Adams has stated that in his mind his mother

became the owner of the house.

In November, 1978, a formal sale of the house took place,

at which time Mr. Adams transferred title of the property

to the Beneduccis. Mrs. Crane's name does not appear on the

deed as an cwner or holder of any other interest in the property

at any time relevant to this matter. Mr. Adams has stated that

the closing was merely an assumption of the existing loans by

the Beneduccis and that no payments were made directly to his

mother. At one time Mr. Adams indicated he did not know if

Mrs. Crane had been repaid the $7,700 that she allegedly paid

on behalf of the Beneduccis. However, in a letter to the

Commission dated February 12, 1979, Mr. Adams stated his mother

had been repaid.

II. Legal Analysis

A. Excessive Contribution

2 U.S.C. 5 441a(a)(1)(A) prohibits any individual from making

contributions to any candidate or his authorized committees
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with respect to any election for Federal office which, in. the

aggregate, exceed $1,000. Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. S 431(8)(A)(i))

(formerly 2 U.S.C. S 431(e)(l)) the definition of a "contri-

bution" includes a "loan (or) advance *.. of money ... made for

the purpose of influencing any election for Federal office."

2 U.S.C. S 441a(f) prohibits the knowing acceptance of any

excessive contribution.

Information obtained in this matter indicates that Mrs. Crane's

payments are most accurately characterized as loans to Mr. Adams

with his house as collateral. Mr. Adams has tried to characterize

the loans from his mother as something of a business transaction

rather then contributions. However, there was no transfer in

ownership of the house, no security interest recorded, and nothing

to substantiate the respondents' claims that a transfer of

property to Mrs. Crane occurred in July or August, 1978.

In addition, information obtained clearly indicates the

money was intended for Adams' campaign. This is evidenced by

the fact that the Committee first reported the $7,700 as loans

received from Mrs. Crane. Secondly, Mr. Adams stated in his

letter of February 12, 1979, that he agreed to the sale of his

home because the sale would provide funds for his campaign.

Thirdly, on August 22, 1978, Mrs. Crane and Mr. Adams signed

an I.O.U. which, in part, stated that the money was a loan

to the Committee.
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It is apparent that Mrs. Crane made the contributions

directly to Mr. Adams and imposed no restrictions on his

use of the funds. Thud# the facts and circumstances surrounding

the loans indicate that Mrs. Crane was aware or should have been

aware of the fact that the $7,700 would be transferred to the

Committee and-used for the campaign. As such, the loans were

contributions under 2 U.S.C. S 431(e).

Even if Mrs. Crane intended, as once indicated by Mr. Adams,

that the funds be used by Mr. Adams for his living expenses

during the period of his candidacy, the loans were contributions.

The Commission has consistently stated in advisory opinions that

gifts and loans provided to a candidate to be used solely for

personal living expenses of the candidate are contributions

for purposes of the Act. (See AOR 1976-84 and AOR 1978-40)

Therefore, Mrs. Crane is in violation of 2 U.S.C. S 441a(a)

(1)(A) for making the excessive contributions and Mr. Adams

is in violation of 2 U.S.C. S 441a(f) for knowingly accepting

the excessive amounts. In addition, as the Committee was

aware of the source of the funds, it, too, is in violation of

2 U.S.C. S 441a(f) for its acceptance of these loans.

B. Cash Contribution

2 U.S.C. S 441g prohibits contributions in cash in excess

of $100 and 11 C.F.R. S 10.4(c)(2) requires a candidate or

committee receiving a cash contribution in excess of $100 to
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promptly return such excess to the contributor.

In answer to our interrogatories, both Mrs. Crane

and Mr. Adams confirmed the fact that Mrs. Crane contri-

buted $2,400 in cash to her son who, in turn, deposited

the money into the Committee's account. Therefore, Mrs. Crane

is in violation of 2 U.S.C. S'44lg and Mr. Adams and the

Committee are in violation of 11 C.F.R. S 110.4(c)(2).

III. General Counsel's Recommendations

I. Find probable cause to believe that John Adams violated

2 U.S.C. S 441a(f) and II C.F.R. S 110.4(c)(2).

2. Find probable cause to believe that Flora Patricia Crane

violated 2 U.S.C. S5 441a(a)(1)(A) and 441g.

* 3. Find probable cause to believe that the Committee to

Elect John Adams violated 2 U.S.C. S 441a(f) and 11 C.F.R.

S 110.4(c)(2).

Date Charles N. Steele
General Counsel



Fort Lauderd a ,
Florida 333140"'"I U i III "

Secretary of the Commission
Federal Election Commission ]
1325 K Street
Washington, D.C. 20463

RE! MUR-567 and Letter from Charles Steele, April 22, 1980

Dear Sirs;

As per the above letter, I am submitting a response.
Also, by copy of this letter, I am requesting legal assis-
tance from the American Civil Liberties Union, since I cannot
afford to spend the money needed to properly defend myself
in Washington.

I*have attached exhibit one (1) which is a letter signed
August .23, 1978 by my mother, Flora Patricia Crane, a copy
of the'reports indicating the contributions in question, a
copy of a letter dated September 20, 1978 attempting to cor-
rect the problem, a copy of the addendum of the contributions,
a copy of the February 12, 1979 letter referenced in the
April 22, 1980 response by the Commission. Exhibit two (2)
is a copy of a letter to Mary Beth Tarant on September 25,
1979 which described the events of the money transaction.

A quick review of April 22, 1980 letter and its attach-
ments leads me to believe that only the dollar amounts tend to
make this matter a true concern. Frankly, the $7,700.00
could have easily been $60,000.00 but it was not. Take note
that I had to abondon my television ads for the lack of $6,300.00.
If I chose to be crooked, I could have taken another $6,300.00
from my mother and probably won my election. Furthermore,
$1,000.00 of the $7,700.00 could have easily been the contrib-
ution.

After reviewing the attachment to the April 22nd letter
was a April 4th, 1980 Generai Counsil's Brief which had the
following slanted opinions:

Page (1) the $2,400.00 cash was deposited at the same time
a $2;500.00 check was cashed by my mother at the same-bank.
We merely deposited the cash directly into the campaign account.

Page (2) exhibit 1 and 2 clearly indicate that the decision
to sell had been made long before June of 1978. As a result of
the unexpected divorce, one half of the proceeds would have
to go to my ex-wife. No agreements were made to transfer any
mortgages because of the efforts on all parties to avoid costing
each other more money. Money none_ of us had to spend. It is also

possible to provide checks from the Beneducci's to the banks
showing payments they made.

On page (3) it is hard to believe that the commission cannot

understand why everything wasn't transferred. IT COST TO MUCH!



The Beneducc i' W the house, they were 'Aw g in it.s y$~
*had her monei the campaign had what it* ppose! to get 4

,i, mother kne that the Beneducci's were obligated tqo-hor Zt
is ridiculous to think anything else... It would have ben
very easy to make up documents to fool the commission into be-

ring anything. Or for that matter, to take the cash from my
mot.- t and not say anything.

Page. (4) "The definition of a contribution includes a
loan or advance...of money...made for the purpose of influencing
any election for Federal office". This was not the case. The
whole idea was just to give me the money I was due on the house.
Again, in paragraph two (2), it indicates in a tone that attempts
to leave one thinking we deliberately violated the law. If
that were the case, I would submit that the stupidity of the
clerks we talked to is the cause of such a dispersion. Your
last paragraph is also a personal puned, attempting to indicate
collusion. The I.O.U. you refer to was at the request of the
clerk I spoke to when I asked if I could do what I did.

Page (5). We never indicated the money was for living
expenses at all. We said I moved into my Mother's home to cut
down o-our living expenses.

CSomething we did not give you but it can be provided is a
rejected sales contract on my home by a real estate salesman
because the people wanting to buy could not come up with all
the down payment. And the attempt by this same real estate

N' company to prevent the sale to the Beneducci's since they were
not one of the customers they had sent. This is also another
reason for the delay in closing on the house as it allowed
the sales contract to expire.

I believe the commission has contradicted itself on many
occassions. One letter said, "The commission has a duty to
attempt to correct such violations for a period of thirty (30)
days...". What happened two (2) years ago when I called for
the correct way to handle this very problem you say I am guilty

Cof.

7I could not sign any conciliation agreement, particularly
since I do not find myself guilty of anything and becuase the
agreement asks me to admit to things I didn't do.

Frankly, IT IS KIND OF STUPID to find reasonable cause
against me when it took over a year and one half before your
commission could determine such. I asked and asked for a clear
understanding. I made effort after effort to do it your way.

I do feel my caustious, honest, and open actions prove I
had no intention of knowingly violating the law. Your people
told me to do what I did when I didn't and that is how I did
it.

It is ironic. Numerous calls to your commission indicated
a complete lack of understanding by staff in the FEC. I Got
answere like:

1. "We're still trying to figure out how to handle thinqs".
2. The forms have been chanqed again. You'll have to do

it over".



P 3. "We'* have some more people onf soon, we

be abel to get you the answers".
4. "I'll have to check with somebody and get you an

answer

i checked what files of mine I could find and my treasurer
must have made 20 corrections, many of which were turn arounds
by the FEC staff for forms changing, etc..

Granted, it is tough to get qoing but this thing with me
is totally unreasonable. I still can't believe the commission
is pursuing the matter this far. I wish I had the federal
dollars being wasted on this stuDid mess.

I cannot pay anything, nor can my mother, or my treasurer.
Therefore, we are prepared, to be carted off to your nearest
Federa. prison. We will probably yell all the way. We will
ask ourselves questions like:

Wfty- did my opponent, who openly violated the law, (check-
your MR915) with dozens of witnesses testifing not even get
questioned by your group. Is it because he won?

We will ask ourselves questions like:
Is this really happening because of our honesty?

We will ask ourselves questions about:
Why the law is so complex for protection of our society

that only the rich who can afford the mighty attorney's can pos-
sibly un,-erstand it?

We will submit to lie detectors at our own cost just to
prove that we did none of the things the co ission claims
knowingly, with any malice or in nt and tha we did them with
a clear understanding that it s the way t.- FEC wanted it.

J n Adams

JA/ra
cc

P.S.

I've attached exhibt 3 which represents a few problems

during my early campaign which we corrected. Take note at how

some of them were actually created--:by the FEC itself through its

inability to understand the very law it is using to pressure

my family and I. The cover sheet of exhibt three says it all,



Florid&. 33l4l

Secretary of the Coifh ission
Federal Election Cti~itSion'
1325 K Street
Washington, D.C. 20463

RE! MUR-967 and Letter from Charles Steele, April 22, 1980

Dear Sirs;

As per the above letter, I am submitting a response,
Also, by copy of this letter, I am requesting legal assis-
tance from the American Civil Liberties Union, since I cannot
afford to spend the money needed to properly defend myself
in Washington.

Ihave attached exhibit one (1) which is a letter sicneo
August.23, 1978 by my mother, Flora Patricia Crane, a copy
of the'reports indicating the contributions in question, a
copy of a letter dated September 20, 1978 attempting to cor-
rect the problem, a copy of the addendum of the contributions,
a copy of the February 12, 1979 letter referenced in the
April 22, 1990 response by the Commission. Exhibit two (2)
is a co of a letter to Mary Beth Tarant on September 25,
1979 which described the events of the money transaction.

A quick review of April 22, 1980 letter and its attach-
ments leads me to believe that only the dollar amounts tend to
make this matter a true concern. Frankly, the $7,700.00
could have easily been $60,000.00 but it was not. Take note
that I had to abondon my television ads for the lack of $6,300.00.
If I. chose to be crooked, I could have taken another $6,300.00
from my mother and probably won my election. Furthermore,
$1,000.00 of the $7.700.00 could have easily been the contrib-
ution.

After reviewing the attachment to the April 22nd letter
was a April 4th. 1980 General Counsil's Brief which had the
following slanted opinions:

Page (1) the $2,400.00 cash was deposited at the same time
a $2,500.00 check was cashed by my mother at the same-bank.
We merely deposited the cash directly into the campaign account.

Page (2) exhibit 1 and 2 clearly indicate that the decision
to sell had been made long before June of 1978. As a result of
the unexpected divorce, one half of the proceeds would have
to go to my ex-wife. No agreements were made to transfer any
mortqages because of the efforts on all parties to avoid costing
each other more money. Money none of us had to spend. It is also
possible to provide checks from the Beneducci's to the banks
showing payments they made.

On page (3) it is hard to believe that the commission cannot
understand why evervi:nwag wtnsferred. IT COST TO MUCH!

S1 WV



The o~~eduec had the house, they were king in $ot
had her R~ney,he campaign had what it wI suppose 8my mother knew that the Beneducci's were obligate4 41' *

is ridiculous to think anything else... It would ha
very easy to make up documents to fool the commission tin
lieving anything. Or for that matter, to take the cash f...
mother and not say anything.

Page (4) "The definition of a contribution includes r a
loan or advance...of money.. .made for the purpose of influ no*ag
any election for Federal office". This was not the case. T
whole idea was just to give me the money I was due on the ''hoxs,0
Again, in paragraph two (2), it indicates in a tone that atteta
to leave one thinking we deliberately violated the law. If
that were the case, I would submit that the stupidity of the
clerks we talked to is the cause of such a dispersion. Your
last paragraph is also a personal puned, attempting to indicate
collusion. The I.O.U. you refer to was at the request of the
clerk I spoke to when I asked if I could do what I did.

Paqe (5). We never indicated the money was for living
expenses at all. We said I moved into my Mother's home to cut
down o.-our living expenses.

Something we did not give you but it can be provided is a
rejected sales contract on my home by a real estate salesman
because the people wanting to buy could not come up with all
the down payment. And the attempt by this same real estate
company to prevent the sale to the Beneducci's since they were
not one of the customers they had sent. This is also another
reason for the delay in closing on the house as it allowed
the sales contract to expire.

I believe the commission has contradicted itself on many
occassions. One letter said, "The commission has a duty to
attempt to correct such violations for a period of thirty (30)
days...". What happened two (2) years ago when I called for
the correct way to handle this very problem you say I am guilty
of.

I could not sign any conciliation agreement, particularly
since I do not find myself guilty of anything and becuase the
agreement asks me to admit to things I didn't do.

Frankly, IT IS KIND OF STUPID to find reasonable cause
against me when it took over a year and one half before your
commission could determine such. I asked and asked for a clear
understanding. I made effort after effort to do it your way.

I do feel my caustious, honest, and open actions prove I
had no intention of knowingly violatinq the law. Your people
told me to do what I did when I didn't and that is how I did
it.

It is ironic. Numerous calls to your commission indicated
a complete lack of understanding by staff in the FEC, I aot
answere like:

1. "We're still trying to figure out how to handle thinqs".
2. The forms have been chanqed again. You'll have to do

it over".



Page 3

3 "We t have aome te POOP r:.
be abel to get youthe ansrs .

4. "I'll have to check with somebody and ,get 'You an
answer".

I checked what files of mine I could find and my t"aeww
must have made 20 corrections, many of which were turn ato A's
by the FEC staff for forms changing, etc..

Granted, it is tough to get going but this thing withu
is totally unreasonable. I still can't believe the cosmission

is pursuing the matter this far. I wish I had the federal
dollars being wasted on this stupid mess.

I cannot pay anything, nor can my mother, or my treasurer.
Therefore, we are prepared to be carted off to your nearest
Federa. prison. We will probably yell all the way. We will
ask ourselves questions like:

Wy- did my opponent,. who openly violated the law. (check"
your MPR915) with dozens of witnesses testifing not even get
questioned by your group. Is it because he won?

We will ask ourselves questions like:
Is. this really happening because of our honesty?

We will ask ourselves questions about:
Why the law is so complex for protection of our society

that only the rich who can afford the mighty attorney's can pos-

sibly understand it?

We will submit to lie detectors at our own cost just to

prove that we did none of the thin the co ission claims
knowingly, with any malice or in nt and tha we did them with
a clear understanding that it s the way t, FEC wanted it.

Since e,

Jn Adams

JA/ra
cc

P.S.

I've attached exhibt 3 which represents a few problems
during my early campaign which we corrected. Take note At how

some of them were actually created by the FEC itself through its

inability to understand the very law it is using to pressure
my family and I. The cover sheet of exhibt three says it all,
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September 25-1979
TO: Mary Beth Tarrant

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street N.W.
Washingtont D.C. 20463

RE: Your tel con of 9/16/79 and 9/20/79 on case #MUR967

Dear Ms. Tarrant,

A review of the events you requested which led to the confusion
on my case # MUR967 iS as follow&:

As a candidate for office in 19771 I had planned to either
remortgage my home or put a second mortgage on it, thus providing
a supply of funds for my campaign. Early in 1978 my wife and
I separated. As part of the settlement 50% of the house beci hers.

In. June, I moved into my mother's house. She adlised me
at that" time that a friend of hers wanted to buy my home. Her
friend Mr. and Mrs. Iggy Beniducci, moved in and began renting
the home until they could arrange the down payment. I arranged
for the rent to be whatever the expenses were for the house. They
felt they would have the downpayment by November. Needless to
say, I needed the money sooner and I began looking for ways to
j(ggle a second mortgage for the Beniducci's.

On July 7th my stepfather died unexpectedly. This left
my mother with more then $60,000.00 in insurance. My mother
wanted to give me whatever I needed to complete the transaction
on the house. I called the F.E.C. to find out how to handle the
money and asked if my mother could loan the committee the money.
When - reported it that way it was rejected as an illegal
campaign contribution. Note, I reported as I was told.

I again called the F.E.C. and after a long conversation with
jseveral different people in the F.E.C. and the General Counsel's

office, I reported the money as a personal loan from my mother to
me to do with as I please and that I gave it to the committee.

During the period of time from the above corrections and
the Ronald Krouse letter in Feb. of 1979, I decided to just give
the money from the Benducci's to my mother and avoid me even being
in the deal. I had already transferred the house to the Beniducci's
by allowing them to assume my mortgage payments at Southen Mortgage
and Southeast Bank. I still owed my wife her half of the down-
payment that the Beniducci's owed me, therefore my mother just
paid my ex-wife and took the agreement from the Beniducci's to
pay her instead of me. This cleared up the debt that I had with
my mother and simply made it so that the committe owed me the money
that I put in becatfse I now loaned it to the committee.



page -tvt*

I then changed the reports to reflect that I did 1oan t

committeethe money and my mot.,-nothing.

I've attached what I could find in my scattered filies to

verify this letter. I also included a signed statemant by the
Beniducci's and My mother that they have read this letter and

do agree with its contents.

This therefore should clear up the problem with the

reporting since now niether the committee or I owe my mother

any money. The money I received was my share forthe house and

I chose to loan it to the committee.

I p.ope %his clears up the commissions probj)d*s)

Adams

j la/JLA

cc; Mr. and Mrs. Beniducci
cc: Flora Patricia Crane
cc: Attorney General



.... ' " Septembe.

. . . . .. ... ....

TO WHOM IT M qo70.M=1T NA1
1

I have read the lottew dated September , 25, 199
addressed to Mary Beth Tarrant of the FEC which was '
by John Adams whom I know personally. I agree to the he' a
of my knowledge that this letter reflects correctly t.
events which led to the sale of his home at 7170 Wilson Steet
in HollywoodFlorida.

Pur aser

Flora Patricia Crane
Mortgage Holder

Witness

Witness
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TO WHOM IT MAY: COtURN,

I have read the letter dated Septmer , -979 an
addressed to Mary Beth Tarrant of the FEC which was writtent
by Joh Mdamns whom I know personally. I agree to the ,best
of my knowledge that this letter reflects correctly the:
events which led to the sale of his home at 7170 Wilo 1 tee
in HollywoodrFlorida.

P uor seir

Flora Patricia Crane Witness
Mortgage Holder
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February 10i, l$7St

Mr. Lee Schlesinger, Treasurer
Committee to Elect John Adams

to Conpess
4485 Sterling Road, Room 7
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33314 LD. #071943

Dear Mr. Schlesinger:
*1.-

The Federal Election Canipaign Act, Title 2, United States Codog SeeUm
431 et seq., requires that candidates for the U.S. house of Representatlves ad
political committees supporting such candidates file certain reports and statements
with the Clerk of the House of Representatives.

4 preliminary review of your January 31 Report of Receipts and Expendi-
tures reflects the following contributions:

11114/77 - John Adams - $434.75
12/30/77 - John Adams - $1,000.00

Title 2, Section 441a of the United States Code states that no person seull
make contributions "...to any candidate and his authorized poltical committees
with respect to any election for Federal office which, in aggregte, eeed $1,000."
Please note that ;431(eX) of the Act defines a loan as a contribution to the extent
that it remains unpaid.

I urge you to indicate the status of the aforementioned contributiom. Your
response will be made a part of the public record. Should you have any further
questions, do not hesitate to contact my Office of Records and Registration at
(202) 225-1300.

Sincerely,

EDMUND L. HENSHAW, JR., Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives
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July 25,1976

Mr. John Adams
Committee To Elect John Adams

to Congress
4485 Stirling Road
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33314 LD. #071943

Ddar Mr. Adams:

The Federal Election Campaign Act, Title 2, United States Cods, Section
431 et seq., requires that candidates for the U.S. House of R e mtatives and ,
political committees supporting mch candidates file certain reports and statements
with the Clerk of the House of R e tatives.

A preliminary review of your Amended July 10 Quarterly Report of Receipts
and Expenditures reflects contributions that appear to be made by unlam These
contributions are:

5/08/78
5/15/78
5/30/78

United Teachers of Dade County
Plumbers & Pipefitters Local 719
American Federation State County Municipal

Employees

$105
$10
$50

Title 2, Section 441b of the United States Code makes it unkwfl for ay
union to make a contribution or expenditure in connection with ay eleetion at
which a Federal candidate is to be voted for, or for any eandidate, politieal com-
mittee, or other person to accept or receive any contribution prohibited by this
section. Section 441b does, however, permit a union to establish and administer
a separate segregated fund of voluntary contributions from Its members and their
families.

I urge you to file a statement explaining the circumstances surrouding
the above enumerated contributions. Your response will be made a part of the
public record. Should you have any additional questions, do not hesitate to contact
my Office of Records and Registration at (202) 225-1300.

Sincerely,

EDMUND L. HENSHAW, JR., Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives

.. . ........



CONGRESSMAN DISTRICT I.

July 28, 1Iw8
Edmund Henshaw, Jr., Clerk
Office of Records and Registration
Office of the Clerk
United Stated House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 205]5

DearMr. Henshaw;

Reference my ?.D. 1071934

I have received several letters recently regarding my reports. MyI.D. 4081934. I would like to first apoloqize for not amending mYorganizational chart to show that I was also an Assistant Treasurer.
I would appreciate your doing that now for me. However you might takea good look at your reports because they say the treasurer or candidate
can sign.

Your office also mentioned a contribution of $150.00 from Appliance
Service Corp. This was for tickets to a fund miser and I was -notaware they had to be handled as individual expense. I've enclosed 40amended page for the record changing it to the president as an Indiv-
idual and he is correcting his records to coincide.

Finally the three unions were all Political Action Committees. Ineglected to note that when I made the report so please accept this
letter as notification of such.

If anything else is required please advise me of what. It is verydifficult to translate the law I hope the future changes will maket. it more comprehendable.

. Very.truly yours,

John Adams

24
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DEPA hH 761 STATE SEPTUhI 1M 21 Oft
TALLAHASSEE. FLORIDA

$4V Pt.Ienshaw:

Inbclosed 4re the corrected pag~es of my 1t) day Pre-Prima'ry.

ItReport. I qpoke to a clerk -in your office and *rewruote then in

the correct manner. Please excuse the mistakes as the Federal

laws are sometimes very hard to follow;. I wil11 be sure to call

for in~formation from now on if P'm not sire nf the. right procedure* -

Thank you for your help.

Sincerely,

Diane Curdt n, 'astirer1M CIomm. to Mct John Adams to Congress

1/ni
a II!4 .len a :- •  - -

C)J

cc: nlsdrr hecretdp~so m t a r-rmr

V#4+- .+ e~f.I pk oaceknyu ofc n rtrt hmi



Ms. Dianeptember1reasure

Ms. Diane Curtin, Treasurer -,..

-Committee To Elect John Adams r

To Congress
4485 Stirling Road, Suite 7
FortLauderdale, FL 33314 LD. #071943

Dear Ms. Curtin:

etThe Federal Election Campeign Act, Tite 2, United States Code, Section
: ,,431 et seq., requires that candidates for the U.S. House of Repemtatives ad

' 4 "political committees supporting such candidates file certain reports and state-

ments with the Clerk of the House of Representatives.

A preliminary review of your 10-Day Pre-Primary Report of Receipts and
Expenditures reflects the following contributions:

7/22/78 Flora Patricia Crane $5,300
*-8/17/78 "$2400

Aggregate Year-To-Date.... $,70

Title 2, Section 441a of the United States Code states that no person dsll
make contributions "...to any candidate and his authorized political committees
with respect to any election for Federal office which, in aggregate, exceed $1,000."
Please note that S431(e)(1 of the Act defines a loan as a contribution to the extent
that it remains unpaid.

I urge you to indicate the status of the aforementioned contributions. Your
response will be made a part of the public record. Should you have any further
questions, do not hesitate to contact my Office of Records and Registration at
(202) 225-1300.

Sincerely,

EDMUND L ENSHAW, JR., ClerkwU.S. House of Representatives
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For further L Federal Election Commssion Approved by GAO
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October 24, 1978

9dound . Henshaw, Jr., C Ierk
U.S. HoWe of Representatyives
Office of the Clerk
Washington, D.C. 20515

V" Dear Sir:

Snclosed are the adjusted pa es for the ten day Pre-Run Off
Reput. I made up separate ce'duli A's for the loans and
the PAC contributions. I also adjusted the DeUailed Smmary
of Receipts to show this. ...

,I hope this is what was nceded..

Thank You,

Diane Curtin
Treasurer
Committee to Elect Hohn AdAi to :Congress
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RURAL ELE'ZTION COMMISSIONgoo

?..::--. WASHN( .ION.ID. 204631"...

SH..O),243 March 2, 1979

Ms. Diane Curtin, Treasurer
Committee To Elect John Adams

~~. To Congress
4485 Stirling Road
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33314

Dear Ms. Curtin:

Th4s letter is prompted by the Commission's interest in assisting
candidates and committees who wish to comply with the Federal Election
Campaign Act, as amended. During review of the July 10 Quarterly
Report of Receipts and Expenditures, we noticed an entry indicating that
you may have accepted a contribution from a corporation. Corporate con-
tributions are prohibited by the Act, unless the contribution Is made by

1-* a separate segregated fund established by the corporation. A copy of
that portion of your report is attached for your review and clarification.

The Commission recommends that if you have accepted a prohibited
contribution that you return the full amount to the donor. The return
of the contribution should be reported immediately by letter and should
be reflected as a contribution refund on your next report of receipts

V7 and expenditures. If the identification of the source of this contri-
bution is incomplete or incorrect on the original report, please submit
a statement which would clarify this particular matter for the public
record. You may do so by amending your original report by letter.

Please notify the Commission within fifteen (15) days from the date
of this letter of the determination made on this matter. If you have any
questions concerning this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Susan
Oen (800)424-9530, our Reports Analyst assigned to you. Our local telephone
number is 523-4172.

Sincerely,

Orlando B. Potter
Staff Director

Enclosure
Certified Mail:
Return Receipt Requested
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Co mmittee to Elect John
Adams to Congress

Ms. Diane Curtin, Treas.
4485 Stirling Road, Suite #7
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314

May 16, 1979

ID: 071943

Dear Ms. Curtin:

Candidates for the U.S. House of Representative% and
politipal couuittees supporting such candidates shall continue
to filb reports and statements required by the Federal Election
Campaign Act, as amended, with the Clerk of the House of
Representatives.

A 'preliminary review of your April 10
Report of Receipts and Expenditures filed in my office indicates
the following omissions and/or errors:

Your report indicates there were no receipts or expendi-
tures; therefore, cash on hand at the close of the reporting
period should be $2.00.

In addition, please amend your report to include the
signature of the Treasurer.

This Report is available for public inspection. However,
this Report may not be considered complete under the Federal
Election Campaign Act, as amended, until the omitted information
has been supplied, or the errors corrected. I suggest that a
signed amendment to that effect be filed with the Clerk of the
House as soon as possible. Your response to this notification
will be made a part of the public record.

? 9  Sincerely,

EDMUND L. HENSHAW JR., Clerk (
U.S. House of Representatives

I
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINCTON. D.C. 204 3

April 22, 1980

CERTIFIED MAIL
REI RN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Diane Adams
Committee to Elect John Adams
3200 S.W. 60th Lane
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314

Re: MR 967

Dear Mrs. Adams:

Based on information ascertained in the normal course
of carrying out its supervisory responsibilities and infor-
mation supplied by your committee, the Federal Election
Commission, on January 29, 1979 and January 2, 1980,
found reason to believe that your committee had violated
2 U.S.C. S 441a(f), a provision of the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, and section 110.4(c)(2)
of the Commission's Regulations, respectively, and
instituted an investigation of this matter.

After considering all the evidence available to the
Commission, the Office of the General Counsel is prepared
to recommend that the Commission find probable cause to
believe that a violation has occurred.

Submitted for 'our review is a brief stating the
position of the General Counsel on the legal and factual
issues of the case. Within fifteen days of your receipt
of this notice, you may file with the Secretary of the
Commission a brief (10 copies) stating your position on
the issues and replying to the brief of the General
Counsel. (Three copies of such brief should also be
forwarded to the Office of General Counsel.) The General
Counsel's brief and any brief which you may submit will
be considered by the Commission before proceeding to a
vote of probable cause to believe a violation has occurred.

A finding of probable cause to believe requires that
the Office of General Counsel attempt for a period of not
less than thirty, but not more than ninety days to settle
this matter through a conciliation agreement. This does
not preclude settlement of this matter through informal
conciliation prior to a finding of probable cause to believe,
if you so desire.



Letter to: Mrs. Diane Adams
Page 2

Should you have any questions, please contact Marybeth
Tarrant at 202/523-4175.

General Counsel

Enclosure
Brief



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20463

April. 22, 1980,1

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

John Adams
3200 S.W. 60th Lane
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314

Re: MUR 967

Dear Mr. Adams:

N. Based on information ascertained in the normal course
of carrying out its supervisory responsibilities and infor-
mation supplied by you, the Federal Election Commission, on

7May 30, 1979 and January 2, 1980, found reason to believe
that you had violated 2 U.S.C. S 441a(f), a provision of

Othe Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, and
section 110.4(c)(2) of the Commission's Regulations, respec-
tively, and instituted an investigation of this matter.

After considering all the evidence available to the
Commission, the Office of the General Counsel is prepared
to recommend that the Commission find probable cause to

cD believe that a violation has occurred.

C" Submitted for your review is a brief stating the
position of the General Counsel on the legal and factual
issues of the case. Within fifteen days of your receipt
of this notice, you may file with the Secretary of the
Commission a brief (10 copies) stating your position on
the issues and replying to the brief of the General
Counsel. (Three copies of such brief should also be
forwarded to the Office of General Counsel.) The General
Counsel's brief and any brief which you may submit will
be considered by the Commission before proceeding to a
vote of probable cause to believe a violation has occurred.

A finding of probable cause to believe requires that
the Office of General Counsel attempt for a period of not
less than thirty, but not more than ninety days to settle
this matter through a conciliation agreement. This does
not preclude settlement of this matter through informal
conciliation prior to a finding of probable cause to believe,
if you so desire.



Letter to: John Adams
Page 2

Should you have any questions, please contact Marybeth
Tarrant at 202/523-4175.

General Counsel

Enclosure
Brief



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISION
WASHINCTON. D.C. 20463

April 22, 1980

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REOUESTWD

Mrs. Flora Patricia Crane
c/o John Adams
3200 S.W. 60th Lane
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314

Re: WJR 967

Dear Mrs. Crane:

Based on information ascertained in the normal course
of carrying out its supervisory responsibilities and infor-
miation supplied by you, the Federal Election Commission, on
May 30, 1979 and January 2, 1980, found reason to believe
that you had violated provisions of the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, 2 U.S.C. SS 441a(a)(l)(A)
and 441g, respectively, and instituted an investigation
of this matter.

After considering all the evidence available to the
Commission, the office of the General Counsel is prepared
to recommend that the Commission find probable cause to
believe that a violation has occurred.

Submitted for your review is a brief stating the
position of the General Counsel on the legal and factual
issues of the case. Within fifteen days of your receipt
of this notice, you may file with the Secretary of the
Commission a brief (10 copies) stating your position on
the issues and replying to the brief of the General
Counsel. (Three copies of such brief should also be
forwarded to the Office of General Counsel.) The General
Counsel's brief and any brief which you may submit will
be considered by the Commission before proceeding to a
vote of probable cause to believe a violation has occurred.

A finding of probable cause to believe requires that
the Office of General Counsel attempt for a period of not
less than thirty, but not more than ninety days to settle
this matter through a conciliation agreement. This does
not preclude settlement of this matter through informal
conciliation prior to a finding of probable cause to believe,
if you so desire.



Letter to Mrse. *ra Patricia Crane
Page 2

Should you have any questions, please contact Marybeth
Tarrant at 202/523-4175.

General Counsel

Enclosure
Brief



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHNGTON.D.C. 20463

MEMORANDUM TO: THE COMMISSION

MARJORIE W. EMMONS/MARGARET CHANEYFROM:

DATE: APRIL 22, 1980

SUBJECT: MUR 967 - General Counsel's Brief

The attached documents are circulated for your

information.

ATTACHMENTS :
1) Memo: 2) Brief- 3) Letter

- 0
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M3 3WM TO: Marjoft* V. ZO -a

FmOW: Elissa T. Carr

SOBUJRT: MR 967

C%111Pleaso have the attached INm & Brief distributed to

the Comminsion on an informational basis and return the

original to this office. Thank you.



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

MEMORANDUM TO: The Commission

FROM:

SUBJECT:

80 APR22 A9: 51

April 22, 1980

Charles N. Steel /
General Counsel

MUR 967

Attached for the Commission's review is a brief

stating the position of the General Counsel on the
legal and factual issues of the above-captioned matter.
Copies of this brief and letters notifying the respondents
of the General Counsel's intent to recommend to the

Commission a finding of probable cause to believe was

mailed onApril 22, 1980. Following receipt of the Respon-
dents' replies to this notice, this Office will make a
further report to the Commissicn.

Attachments
1. Brief
2. Letters to Respondents



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION CONISSION
April 4, 1980

In the Matter of )
). MR 967

John Adams )
Flora Patricia Crane )
Committee to Elect John Adams )

GENERAL COUNSEL'S BRIEF

I. Statement of the Case

On January 29, 1979, the Commission found reason to believe

that the Committee to Elect John Adams (the Committee) violated

2 U.S.C. S 441a by accepting $7,700 in loans from the candidate's

mother, Flora Patricia Crane. This matter was referred to the

Office of General Counsel by the Reports Analysis Division on

May 7, 1979. On May 30, 1979, the Commission found reason

to believe that both Flora Crane and John Adams had violated

2 U.S.C. S 441a. On August 14, 1979, the Commission found

reasonable cause to believe that all three respondents violated

2 U.S.C. S 441a and proceeded to conciliation.

Conciliation discussions were unsuccessful. Also, sub-

sequent to the Commission's findings of reasonable cause to

believe, it was discovered that Mrs. Crane had made one loan

of $2,400 in cash to Mr. Adams. Accordingly, on January 2, 1980,

the Commission found reason to believe that Mrs. Crane had violated

2 U.S.C. S 441g and that John Adams and the Committee had violated

11 C.F.R. S 110.4(c)(2). The Commission voted to defer further
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conciliation efforts pending resolution of these new findings.

Subpoenas and orders were issued to Mrs. Crane, Mr. Adams

and the First American Bank of Davie. Responses were received

from all three.

Mr. Adams became a candidate for the 12th Congressional

District in Florida and ran in the primary held on September 12,

1978. The information obtained in this matter indicates that

due to a pending divorce and lack of campaign funds, Mr. Adams

decided to sell his house in June, 1978. Half of the profit

was to go to his ex-wife. Mr. Adams moved out of his house and

friends of his mother's, Mr. & Mrs. Iggy Beneducci, moved in

as tenants, intending to purchase the house. At the time,

however, it appears the Beneduccis could not make the required

down payment of aproximately $14,000. Mr. Adams orally agreed

with the Beneduccis that they would pay rent by making Adams'

mortgage payments. No agreement was made with the banks

holding the two mortgages.

In July and August, 1978, Mrs. Crane made two payments

to Mr. Adams - the first in the amount of $5,300 on July 22, 1978;

and the second in the amount of $2,400 on August 17, 1978.

The second payment was made in cash. Mr. Adams deposited both

payments in the account of the Committee on the date they were

made. The Committee first reported this $7,700 as loans received

from Mrs. Crane, however, these reports were later amended to show

that Mr. Adams had loaned the Committee the money.
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Mr. Adams has described these payments as down payments

for the purchase of his house made by his mother on behalf of

the Beneduccis. According to Mr. Adams the payments were

made as part of a transaction in which Mrs. Crane was to pay

Adams and his ex-wife for their respective interests in the

house, and their equity would transfer to Mrs. Crane. Although

no written agreement was entered into by any of the parties

at the time, Mr. Adams has stated that in his mind his mother

became the owner of the house.

In November, 1978, a formal sale of the house took place,

at which time Mr. Adams transferred title of the property

to the Beneduccis. Mrs. Crane's name does not appear on the

deed as an owner or holder of any other interest in the property

at any time relevant to this matter. Mr. Adams has stated that

the closing was merely an assumption of the existing loans by

the Beneduccis and that no payments were made directly to his

mother. At one time Mr. Adams indicated he did not know if

Mrs. Crane had been repaid the $7,700 that she allegedly paid

on behalf of the Beneduccis. However, in a letter to the

Commission dated February 12, 1979, Mr. Adams stated his mother

had been repaid.

II. Legal Analysis

A. Excessive Contribution

2 U.S.C. S 441a(a)(1)(A) prohibits any individual from making

contributions to any candidate or his authorized committees
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with respect to any election for Federal office which, in the

aggregate, exceed $1,000. Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 5 431(8)(A)(i):

(formerly 2 U.S.C. S 431(e)(1)) the definition of a Ocontri-

bution" includes a "loan (or) advance ... of money ... made for

the purpose of influencing any election for Federal office."

2 U.S.C. S 441a(f) prohibits the knowing acceptance of any

excessive contribution.

Information obtained in this matter indicates that Mrs. Crane's

payments are most accurately characterized as loans to Mr. Adams

with his house as collateral. Mr. Adams has tried to characterize

the loans from his mother as something of a business transaction

rather than contributions. However, there was no transfer in

ownership of the house, no security interest recorded, and nothing

to substantiate the respondents' claims that a transfer of

property to Mrs. Crane occurred in July or August, 1978.

In addition, information obtained clearly indicates the

money was intended for Adams' campaign. This is evidenced by

the fact that the Committee first reported the $7,700 as loans

received from Mrs. Crane. Secondly, Mr. Adams stated in his

letter of February 12, 1979, that he agreed to the sale of his

home because the sale would provide funds for his campaign.

Thirdly, on August 22, 1978, Mrs. Crane and Mr. Adams signed

an I.O.U. which, in part, stated that the money was a loan

to the Committee.
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It is apparent that Mrs. Crane made the contributions

directly to Mr. Adams and imposed no restrictions on his

use of the funds. Thus, the facts and circumstances surrounding

the loans indicate that Mrs. Crane was aware or should have been

aware of the fact that the $7,700 would be transferred to the

Committee and used for the campaign. As such, the loans were

contributions under 2 U.S.C. S 431(e).

Even if Mrs. Crane intended, as once indicated by Mr. Adams,

that the funds be used by Mr. Adams for his living expenses

during the period of his candidacy, the loans were contributions.

The Commission has consistently stated in advisory opinions that

gifts and loans provided to a candidate to be used solely for

personal living expenses of the candidate are contributions

for purposes of the Act. (See AOR 1976-84 and AOR 1978-40)

Therefore, Mrs. Crane is in violation of 2 U.S.C. S 441a(a)

(1)(A) for making the excessive contributions and Mr. Adams

is in violation of 2 U.S.C. S 441a(f) for knowingly accepting

the excessive amounts. In addition, as the Committee was

aware of the source of the funds, it, too, is in violation of

2 U.S.C. S 441a(f) for its acceptance of these loans.

B. Cash Contribution

2 U.S.C. S 441g prohibits contributions in cash in excess

of $100 and 11 C.F.R. S 110.4(c)(2) requires a candidate or

committee receiving a cash contribution in excess of $100 to
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promptly return such excess to the contributor.

In answer to our interrogatories, both Mrs. Crane

and Mr. Adams confirmed the fact that Mrs. Crane contri-

buted $2,400 in cash to her son who, in turn, depos"

the money into the Committee's account. Therefore, Mrs. Crane

is in violation of 2 U.S.C. 5 441g and Mr. Adams and the

Committee are in violation of 11 C.F.R. S 110.4(c)(2).

III. General Counsel's Recommendations

1. Find probable cause to believe that John Adams violated

2 U.S.C. S 441a(f) and 11 C.F.R. S 110.4(c)(2).

2. Find probable cause to believe that Flora Patricia Crane

violated 2 U.S.C. SS 441a(a)(1)(A) and 441g.

3. Find probable cause to believe that the Committee to

Elect John Adams violated 2 U.S.C. S 441a(f) and 11 C.F.R.

S 110.4(c)(2).

Date Charles N. Steele
General Counsel



FEDERAL ELECTION-COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20403

April 22, 1980

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETIURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Diane Adams
Committee to Elect John Adams
3200 S.W. 60th Lane
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314

Re: M4R 967

Dear Mrs. Adams:

Based on information ascertained in the normal course
of carrying out its supervisory responsibilities and infor-
mation supplied by your committee, the Federal Election
Comm~ission, on January 29, 1979 and January 2,, 1980,
found reason to believe that your committee had violated
2 U.S.C. S 441a(f), a provision of the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, and section 110.4(c)(2)
of the Commission's Regulations, respectively, and
instituted an investigation of this matter.

After considering all the evidence available to the
Commission, the Office of the General Counsel is prepared
to recommend that the Commission find probable cause to
believe that a violation has occurred.

Submitted for your review is a brief stating the
position of the General Counsel on the legal and factual
issues of the case. Within fifteen days of your receipt
of this notice, you may file with the Secretary of the
Commission a brief (10 copies) stating your position on
the issues and replying to the brief of the General
Counsel. (Three copies of such brief should also be
forwarded to the office of General Counsel.) The General
Counsel's brief and any brief which you may submit will
be considered by the Commission before proceeding to a
vote of probable cause to believe a violation has occurred.

A finding of probable cause to believe requires that
the Office of General Counsel attempt for a period of not
less than thirty, but not more than ninety days to settle
this matter through a conciliation agreement. This does
not preclude settlement of this matter through informal
conciliation prior to a finding of probable cause to believe,
if you so desire.



Should you have any questions, please contact Marybeth
Tarrant at 202/523-4175.

General Counsel

Enclosure
Brief



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 2043

April 22, 19810

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

John Adams
3200 S.W. 60th Lane
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314

Re: MUR 967

Dear Mr. Adams:

Based on information ascertained in the normal course
of carrying out its supervisory responsibilities and infor-
mation supplied by you, the Federal Election Commission, on
May 30, 1979 and January 2, 1980, found reason to believe
that you had violated 2 U.S.C. S 441a(f)t a provision of
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, and
section 110.4(c)(2) of the Commission's Regulations, respec-
tively, and instituted an investigation of this matter.

After considering all the evidence available to the
Commission, the Office of the General Counsel is prepared
to recommend that the Commission find probable cause to
believe that a violation has occurred.

Submitted for your review is a brief stating the
position of the General Counsel on the legal and factual
issues of the case. Within fifteen days of your receipt
of this notice, you may file with the Secretary of the
Commission a brief (10 copies) stating your position on
the issues and replying to the brief of the General
Counsel. (Three copies of such brief should also be
forwarded to the office of General Counsel.) The General
Counsel's brief and any brief which you may submit will
be considered by the Commission before proceeding to a
vote of probable cause to believe a violation has occurred.

A finding of probable cause to believe requires that
the Office of General Counsel attempt for a period of not
less than thirty, but not more than ninety days to settle
this matter through a conciliation agreement. This does
rnot preclude settlement of this matter through informal
conciliation prior to a finding of probable cause to believe,
if you so desire.



Should you have any questions, please contact Marbetth
Tarrant at 202/523-4175.

General Counsel

Enclosure
Brief

e



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20*3

April 22t 1990

CERTIFIED MAIL
REUR RCEPREQUSTED

Mrs. Flora Patricia Crane
c/o John Adams
3200 S.W. 60th Lane
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314

Re: MVR 967

Dear Mrs. Crane:

Based on information ascertained in the normal course
of carrying out its supervisory responsibilities and infor-
mation supplied by you, the Federal Election Commission, on
May 30, 1979 and January 2, 1980, found reason to believe
that you had violated provisions of the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, 2 U.S.C. SS 441a(a)(l)(A)
and 441g, respectively, and instituted an investigation
of this matter.

After considering all the evidence available to the
Commission, the Office of the General Counsel is prepared
to recommend that the Commission find probable cause to
believe that a violation has occurred.

Submitted for your review is a brief stating the
position of the General Counsel on the legal and factual
issues of the case. Within fifteen days of your receipt
of this notice, you may file with the Secretary of the
Commission a brief (10 copies) stating your position on
the issues and replying to the brief of the General
Counsel. (Three copies of such brief should also be
forwarded to the Office of General Counsel.) The General
Counsel's brief and any brief which you may submit will
be considered by the Commission before proceeding to a
vote of probable cause to believe a violation has occurred.

A finding of probable cause to believe requires that
the Office of General Counsel attempt for a period of not
less than thirty, but not more than ninety days to settle
this matter through a conciliation agreement. This does
not preclude settlement of this matter through informal
conciliation prior to a finding of probable cause to believe,
if you so desire.



Should you have any questions, please contact Marybth
Tarrant at 202/523-4175..

General Counsel

Enclosure
Brief
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

April 15, 1980

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Broward County Recording Division
P.O. Box 14668
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33302

Re: MUR 967

Dear Sir or Madam:

Please forward to this office a certified copy of the
warranty deed (record #7878, pg. 178) for the conveyance
of the following house located in Hollywood, Florida:

Date: November 17, 1978

Grantor: John L. Adams

Grantee: Ignatius Beneducci

Address: 7170 Wilson Street

Enclosed is a stamped, self-addressed envelope and
a check from the United States Treasury for $2.00.

Your prompt attention is greatly appreciated.
Thank you.

S ince ,

Charles e
General Counsel

Enclosure
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMU$8ION
ATTACHMENT TO SUBPOWA &.- ORDER C

TO MRS. FLORA PAT91CIA CRANE.

MUR 96;7 (79)

With regard to the amounts of $5,300 and $2,400 which you transferred
to your son John Adams or to the Committee to Elect John Adams, during
July and August, 1978, please state:

1. Which of these transfers was by cash and which by check? C E

2. (a) During that period, did you maintain a checking or savings
account? If so LeS

#O'A 6~zr Pes ,ce. &9AtJK of2)s6
(b) Supply the name(s) and address(es) of the financial

institution(s) and the account number(s).

3. (a) If either, or both, of these transfers were by check,

(b) Supply copies of the front and back of the check(s);

(c) Supply copies of the page(s) in your check ledger or
pass book showing the transaction(s).

,Vo* Al i j,/6/_

(d) To whom were each of the checks made payable?

4. If either, or both, of these transfers was by cash, state
your reasons why a check was not used.

5. Did your son or the Committee make repayment for these transfers?
If so, 14s 6e Jz¢e /'t -



(a) Set. o10t the date* and amounts of such repayment*:

(b) State whether you deposited such funds in any account

of yours. if so,

(c) Provide copies of the page(s) in your check ledger or
pass book showing such deposit(s).

6. During Mr. Adams' candidacy in 1978, did you transfer any other
funds to him or his Committee? If yes, set out the dates,,
amounts, whether by check or cash and whether to him or his
Committee. If by check(s) supply copies of the front and
back of such check (s).

-. 7u / oAle cWc/



f AL XLECTION COz4M-B5 ,.. .

TOCNE TO SUBPOENA 6.1TO JOHN ADAMS

MUSR967 "(79

I. With regard to the amounts of $5,300 and $2P400 receiv e from
your mother, Flora Patricia Crane, and transferred to the
Committee to Elect John Adams, during July and August, 1978,
please state:

1. Which of thes contributions was by cask and which by check?
> 66 ;?-5V-eetc',ra ne-

2. In regard to each amount, tow was the money transferred to
the Committee? i)/,,peel A eea o ,'

3. Did you instruct or advise your mother to give either of
these amounts by cash? If so, state why.

4. Why wa the $7,700 divided into two payments?
/Yeeau646-/-, 4)6's tchen 1$he receve'/ 4b"OUa0/&

1/6Cr, e7Itf ,nOnOL OPpewi'C

S II. In connection with these transfers and the house at 7170
Wilson Street, Hollywood, Florida, which you formerly owned,

I provide the foliowing information:

1. On what date did the Beniduccis move in?

2. You have stated that at tne time the Beniduccis moved in,
you "allowted) them to assume (your) mortgage payments to
Southern Mortgage and Southeast Bank.- In a phone
conversation with a staff member of the Office of General
Counsei on November 13, 1979, you statea that no written
agreement was made which reflects this arrangement. Is
this correct? If not, provide copies o± any such agreements.

3. During the above described phone conversation you stated
that, in July, 1978, when your mother transferred funds
to you or your Committee, "in (your) mind" the equity in
the house was, in return, transferred to her. You also
stated that you did not want to enter into a formal sale
of the house to your mother in order to avoid the expenses
of such a transaction and that no papers were signed. Is
it correct that no such formal sale was entered into with
your mother? If a formal sale was entered into, provide
copies of the documents showing such sale and transfer of
title.

/fl4 j/ (j,/ d 5Y6y

:I.



SAN" *~

4.; a. Duing the above doribed- phone v nva xstated that in october or oUr 1978, the
Beniduccis obtained sUficient fUnd. tp make a
down payment on the house and that at that time,
title was transferred to them. Is that correct?
If so, provide copies of the zelevant agreement
papers which show purchase price, identlfication
of purchase and seller, transfer of title, date,
financial institutions involved and assumption
of mortgages. If such formal sale and tronsfer
of title did not occur at this time, explain what
did occur. , - /

A*s. 6aut1
la/ edr4I.j

b. During the above described phone conversations you
statea that your mother was not involved in the
November, 1978 sale and transfer of title of yourhome? Is this correct? If not, provide copies of
ali agreements snowin7 ner involvement.

'L07 e/ ,- 7L /1

c. In the attachment to your September 25, 1979 letter
(dated September 26, 1979) your mother signed as"mortgage holder." State what mortgage is held byyour mother and provide a copy of the ageeme t. w _./

'lO 0-4-t /6 -0- ed e

5. a. During the abov described phone conversation you stated
that in June, 1978 you were separated from your wifeand that half of the proceeds from the sale of the house
would have to go to her. Is this correct?

'e

b. You stated that a separation agreement was mailed toyour wife but was not signed? Is this correct?
When, if at ali, was such agreement signed?

C. Describe the involvement, if any, of your former wife
in the sale of your house.

/~(6 S'hor( /X2Cfl('5/L 7pz
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'Attadfent -to T1bpoena & OQtder
John Adaius NOR 967 (9

- 3 -

6. During the period between the time the Beniduccis
in to the house and the time they took titie to the house,
did they make any payments directly to your mother in
connection with the house? If so, set out, from your
knowledge, relevant dates, amounts and purposes of these
payments. /o L- 0/ lw6 s :etGded,:ut

7. Was there any agreement signed by the Beniduccis and your
mother regarding the sale of your house? If so, please
provide the dare and a copy of such an agreement.

8. Has your mother been repaid in part or in full for the
$7,70u given to you in Juiy and August, 1978? If so,
please provide t24 S1Q/-e d/ r e

I~~~~~l~ woOS ;1,-,4J$e- hY 'O ar q dele/ / - . , , she er'eI. A7'p,

a. Date(s) of repayment 7/7,9 6, roee &'ede,s

b. Amount(s) of repayment 4/0 &/f/ i i -

c. Who made the payments?' y4z(S6 #'-i 0a) 61 I tk

d. Copies of tne front ana back of any checks
possession showing such a repayment.

%-2 /

1 -2 a -4 e _

in your

7o e---/C" / ye; 66 &' m A

S-'

1-i J
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January 21, 1980

Office of General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20463

Attention: Marybeth Tar rant

Re: MUR 967

Gentlemen:

Enclosed are the records requested in a subpoena issued by

the Federal Election Commission in connection with an
investigation.

All records that you requested are furnished, with the exception
of the October, November, and December, 1978, statements
which we are unable to furnish from Southern Vital Record
Center, Inc, Flora, Mississippi.

Cr Should you need additional information, please contact the
undersigned.

Sincerely,
t

T. Glynn Gilbert

President and Chief Executive Officer

TGG:db
Enclosures
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fFEDERAL. ELECTION COMMISSION
1.25 K STRUT! N.W
WASHINGIOND.C. 20463

January 7, 1980

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Glynn Gilbert, President
First American Bank of Davie
P.O. Box 9100
Hollywood, FL 33024

Re: MUR 967

Dear Mr. Gilbert:

Enclosed is a subpoena issued by the Federal Election
Commission for the production of bank records in connection
with an investigation being conducted by the Commission. P
We request that the documents be submitted to the Commission
within ten days after your receipt of this letter.

For your information, please note that the records of
a political committee do not fall within the purview of the
Right to Financial Privacy Act of 1978.

If you have any questions, please contact Marybeth
Tarrant at (202)523-4175. Thank you for your cooperation po
in this matter.

Sincereli, .

Charle 'N. 'Steele
General Counsel

Enclosure
Subpoena



UNITED STATVS OF AMRCA

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

SUBPOENA

TO: Glynn Gilbert, President MUR 967 (79)
First American Bank of Davie
P.O. Box 9100
Hollywood, FL 33024

The Federal Election Commission, pursuant to its powers set

forth in 2 U.S.C. S437d(a)(3), hereby subpoenas the documents

listed below and requires that they be sent by pre-paid certified

mail, addressed to the Office of General Counsel, Federal Election

Commission, 1325 K Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., 20463, Attention:

Marybeth Tarrant and postmarked within ten days of your receipt of

this subpoena.

With respect to an account, or accounts, located at your bank

believed to be named the Committee to Elect John Adams to Congress

which may have been opened in or about September, 1977, please

supply the following records:

1. All deposit slips.

2. All monthly statements.

3. The front and back of all checks signed by Flora Patricia
'Crane deposited to the account on or about the dates of
July 22, 1978 and August 17, 1978.

Legible copies of any of the above documents may be substituted for

the originals.



2w

WBM , the Chairman of the Federal Election Commission
has hereunto set his hand at the Office of the Commission,

• 1325 K Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., 20463, this 3 day
of )A , 1980.

Robert 0. Tiernan
Chairman

ATTEST:

MajrifW. Emmon

Secrevvy to the Commission



January 15, 1980

Ms. Marybeth Tarrant
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street W.W.
Washington , D.C. 20163

Re: L !L7
Dear Ms. Tarrant:

As per our telephore conversation of Janary 14, 1980, we wv=Ui appreciate

an extention from the or n tn days requested, to a two week period.

This extention is requested, due to the tact that our records are iLazaed

by Southern Vital Record Center, Ince, Flowa, Mississippi.

Your cooperation in this matter is greatly appreciated.

Very t yours,

/
/

Patricia Giannetti
Vice President & Cashier
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Office of General Counsel
Federal Elecdon Commission
1325 K Street, N'.W.
Wa hngt-, D. C. 20463

tention: Marybeth Tarrant

.TURN RECEIPT MUESTED

'a . - -



6300 Stirling 4,
GEV~~~4 .EL r4:

10 J~~ All :10
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January 15, 1980 .I

Ms. Marybeth Tarrant
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: U

Dear Ms. Tarrant:

As per our telephone conversation of January 14, 1980, we wouli apreciate
an extention from the original ten days requested, to a two week period.
This extention is requested, due to the fact that our records are maintained
by Southern Vital Record Center, Inc., Flora, Mississippi.

Your cooperation in this matter is greatly appreciated.

Very yours,

Patricia Giannetti
Vice President & Cashier

-77 AF7 PTRW MR cxe "2
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Federal Election Comission
1325 K Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

An: . MMh Tam..t
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

MEMORANDUM TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Permanent File - MUR 96?

Marybeth Tarrant "

Letter to Flora Patricia Crane

The attached letter (and subpoena/order) will not be

resent to Mrs. Crane as she received a copy of the letter

from her son, John Adams, who was also sent a copy of his

mother's letter.



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

SUBPOENA AND ORDER

TO: John Adams
3200 S.W. 60th Lane MUR 967 (79)
Fort Lauderdale# FL 33314

The Federal Election Commission, pursuant to its powers

set forth in 2 U.S.C. S437d(a) (1) and (a)(3), hereby orders

the interrogatories on the attached sheets to be answered, and

the documents supplied, under oath, as set out on the attached

sheet, and requires that this information be sent by pre-paid

certified mail, addressed to the Office of the General Counsel,

Federal Election Commission, 1325 K Street, N.W., Washington, D.C.

20463, Attention: Marybeth Tarrant, within ten days after your

receipt of this subpoena and order.

WHEREAS, the Chairman of the Federal Election Commission has

hereunto set his hand at the Office of the Commission, 1325 K

Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., 20463, this 7 day of J u

19 80.

Robert 0. Tiernan
Chairman

ATTEST:

Marjori. W. Emmons
Secret~ y to the Commission



mug. C9 coo1.zo -

I. With regard to the amounts of $5,300 and $2,400 received from
your mother, Flora Patricia Crane, and transferred to the
Committee to Elect John Adams, during July and August, 1970,
please state:

1. Which of these contributions was by cash and which by check?

2. In regard to each amount, how was the money transferred to
the Committee?

3. Did you instruct or advise your mother to give either of
these amounts by cash? If so, state why.

4. Why was the $7,700 divided into two payments?

II. In connection with these transfers and the house at 7170
Wilson Street, Hollywood, Florida, which you formerly owned,

- provide the following information:

2. On what date did the Beniduccis move in?

- 2. You have stated that at the time the Beniduccis moved in,
you "allow ted) them to assume (your) mortgage payments to
Southern Mortgage and Southeast Bank.- In a phone
conversation with a staff member of the Office of General
Counsel on November 13, 1979, you statea that no written
agreement was made which reflects this arrangement. Is
this correct? If not, provide copies of any such agreements.

3. During the above described phone conversation you stated
that, in July, 1978, when your mother transferred funds
to you or your Committee, "in (your) mind" the equity in
the house was, in return, transferred to her. You also
stated that you did not want to enter into a formal sale
of the house to your mother in order to avoid the expenses
of such a transaction and that no papers were signed. Is
it correct that no such formal sale was entered into with
your mother? If a formal sale was entered into, provide
copies of the documents showing such sale and transfer of
title.

f t



4 a * 09 th~e abva deivc*rb Phon *nVx*ti*
ptaedthat ,in, October 9Q;,U 0ov4er,197:teni~uccis obtained sufficienmt fundo tom)down paVynt on the houe,. and that at thei tj*,title was transferred to them. Is that o0 wroIf SO, provide copies of the relevant a.mpapers which show purchase price, ident '. ationof purchase and sealer, transfer of title, dte,financial institutions involved and assumpin

of mortgages. If such formal sale and tianeterof title did not occur at this time, explain what
did occur.

b. During the above described phone conversations youstatea that your mother was not involved in theNovember, 1978 sale and transfer of title of yourhome? Is this correct? If not, provide copies ofOall agreements snowing her involvement.

c. In the attachment to your September 25, 1979 letter
(dated September 26, 1979) your mother signed as"mortgage holder." State what mortgage is held byyour mother and provide a copy of the agreement.

CC) 5. a. During the above described phone conversation you stated
that in June, 1978 you were separated from your wifeand that half of the proceeds from the sale of the housewould have to go to her. Is this correct?

b. You stated that a separation agreement was mailed toyour wife but was not signed? Is this correct?When, if at alL, was such agreement signed?

c. Describe the involvement, if any, of your former wife
in the sale of your house.



- MUR 967 (791

- 3-

6. During the period between the time the Beniduccia moved
in to the house and the time they took titie to the house,
did they make any payments directly to your mother in
connection with the house? if so, set out, from your
knowledge, relevant dates, amounts and purposes of these
payments.

7. Was there any agreement signed by the Beniduccis and your
mother regarding the sale of your house? If so, please
provide the date and a copy of such an agreement.

8. Has your mother been repaid in part or in full for the
$7,70u given to you in Juiy and August, 1978? If so,
please provide

a. Date(s) of repayment

b. Artount(s) of repayment

c. Who made the payments?

d. Copies of tne front ana back of any checks in your
possession showing such a repayment.



UNITED STATES 01 AMERICA

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

SUBPOENA AND ORDER

TO: Flora Patricia Crane
785 W. Dayton Street MUR 967
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33315

The Federal Election Commission, pursuant to its powers set

forth in 2 U.S.C. S437d(a) (1) and (a)(3), hereby orders the

p interrogatories on the attached sheets to be answered, and the

documents supplied, under oath, as set out on the attached sheet,

and requires that this information be sent by pre-paid certified

mail, addressed to the Office of the General Counsel, Federal

Election Commission, 1325 K Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20463,

Attention: Marybeth Tarrant, within ten days after your receipt

of this subpoena and order.

WHEREAS, the Chairman of the Federal Election Commission has

hereunto set his hand at the Office of the Commission, 1325 K

Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., 20463, this 31Itday of

19 80.

Robert 0. Tiernan
Chairman

I,

ATTEST:

Marjorz W. Emmons
Secretpy to the Commission



NUR 967 (79)

With regard to the amounts of $5,300 and $2,400 which you transferred
to your son John Adams or to the Committee to Elect John Adams, during
July and August, 1978, please state:

1. Which of these transfers was by cash and which by check?

2. (a) During that period, did you maintain a checking or savings
account? If so,

(b) Supply the name(s) and address(es) of the financial
institution(s) and the account number(s).

3. (a) If either, or both, of these transfers were by check,

(b) Supply copies of the front and back of the check(s);

(c) Supply copies of the page(s) in your check ledger or
pass book showing the transaction(s).

(d) To whom were each of the checks made payable?

4. If either, or both, of these transfers was by cash, state
your reasons why a check was not used.

5. Did your son or the Committee make repayment for these transfers?
If so,

FoRDAML UMMOk coNmaZOt
ATTAMISM, TO I 8U01O" & ORDER

To No 0 FWM~i PIUICIA CRAMI



(a) St out the dates and amounts of such repayfaent8

(b) State whether you deposited such funds in any account
of yours. If so,

(c) Provide copies of the page(s) in your check ledger or
pass book showing such deposit(s).

6. During Mr. Adams' candidacy in 1978, did you transfer any other
funds to him or his Committee? If yes, set out the dates,
amounts, whether by check or cash and whether to him or his
Committee. If by check(s), supply copies of the front and
back of such check(s).



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
, . 1325 K STREET N.W

WASHNGTON.D.C. 20463

"January 7, 1980

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Glynn Gilbert, President
First American Bank of Davie
P.O. Box 9100
Hollywood, FL 33024

Re: MUR 967

co Dear Mr. Gilbert:

Enclosed is a subpoena issued by the Federal Election
Commission for the production of bank records in connection
with an investigation being conducted by the Commission.
We request that the documents be submitted to the Commission
within ten days after your receipt of this letter.

For your information, please note that the records of
a political committee do not fall within the purview of the
Right to Financial Privacy Act of 1978.

If you have any questions, please contact Marybeth
Tarrant at (202)523-4175. Thank you for your cooperation
in this matter.



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

SUBPOENA

TO: Glynn Gilbert, President MUR 967 (79)
First American Bank of Davie
P.O. Box 9100
Hollywood, FL 33024

The Federal Election Commission, pursuant to its powers set

forth in 2 U.S.C. S437d(a) (3), hereby subpoenas the documents

listed below and requires that they be sent by pre-paid certified

mail, addressed to the Office of General Counsel, Federal Election

Commission, 1325 K Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., 20463, Attention:

Marybeth Tarrant and postmarked within ten days of your receipt of

this subpoena.

With respect to an account, or accounts, located at your bank

believed to be named the Committee to Elect John Adams to Congress

which may have been opened in or about September, 1977, please

supply the following records:

1. All deposit slips.

2. All monthly statements.

3. The front and back of all checks signed by Flora Patricia
Crane deposited to the account on or about the dates of
July 22, 1978 and August 17, 1978.

Legible copies of any of the above documents may be substituted for

the originals.



Ua8w, the Chairman of the Federal Election Commission

has hereunto set his hand at the Office of the Commission,

1325 X Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., 20463, this 344 day

of J ,,A._J,. , 1980.

Robert 0. Tiernan
Chairman

ATTEST:

Marjoii W. Enwons
Secrety to the Commission



I

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K SIRE I N.W
WASHING IOND.C. 2046.3

MEMORANDUM TO: CHARLES STEELE

FROM: MARJORIE W. EMMONS/MARGARET CHANEY

DATE: JANUARY 3, 1980

SUBJECT: SUBPOENAS AND ORDERS IN RELATION TO
MUR 967

The attached subpoenas and orders in relation to

MUR 967, approved by a vote of 5-0 on January 2, 1980,

have been signed and sealed this date.

ATTACHMENTS:
Subpoenas & Orders
1. Adams
2. Crane
3. Gilbert

1-



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COISSION

In the Matter of )
) MU 967

Flora Patricia Crane )
John Adams )
Coimittee to Elect )

John Adams )

CERTIFICATION

I, MarJorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal

Election Commission, do hereby certify that on January 2,

1980, the Commission decided by a vote of 5-0 to take

the following actions regarding the above-captioned

matter:

1. Find REASON TO BELIEVE that
Flora Patricia Crane may
have violated 2 U.S.C.
5441g.

2. Find REASON TO BELIEVE that
John Adams and the Committee
to Elect John Adams may have
violated 11 C.F.R. 510.4(c)(2).

3. Authorize the issuance of
subpoenas and orders (Attached
to the General Counsel's Report
dated November 20, 1979) to
Flora Patricia Crane, John
Adams and the First American
Bank of Davie (formerly the
First National Bank of Davie).

4. Defer further conciliation efforts
in this matter pending resolution
of the violations set out in Recom-
mendations 1 and 2.

(Continued)



unrz1 Counsel' s Report
Dated 11-20-79

S. Authorize the sending.of the letters

attached to the aba0ioana-d repott.

Voting for this determination were Commissioners

Aikenst Friedersdorf, McGarry, Reiche, and Tiernan.

Attest:

Date Se arjorie W. nsSSecretary to the Commission

General Counsel's Report signed: 12-26-79
Received in Office of the Commission Secretary: 12-26-79
Circulated on 48 hour vote basis: 12-28-79, 2:00

v
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. DC. 20463

MEMOR . NDUM TO: CHARLES STEELE 4 w

FROM: MtARJORIE W. EMCONS/M GAPG-ET CIHANEY

DATE: JANUARY 2, 1979

SUBJECT: CO4MENTS REGARDING MUR 967

Attached is a cony of Comrnissioner Reiche's

vote sheet ;¢ith co rts recardinq MUR 967.

Cozy Of ............



FEDERAL ELECTION CC
1323 K STREET ,..,V
WASHINCTON.D.C. 10463

Co mii ss i oner FRI EDERSDOPF', AI S, T I ANdN, MCGAP.RY, , FPP?.S

RETURN TO OFFICE OF COMMISSION SECRETARY BY: .

P3.?o

MUR No. ?E7 P e ner ! ccunsel s rerort "Ate' 1?-2F-7 °

I approve the recornandation

( ) I object to the recooendazn

0", t1l.LC A AQ9%
Ad 4ft&AjA&".aU w

SS S. _

Data: l-,X- 8O S;gnature: P~?~4a
P~J pt 0' O .~A

THE OF7TCE OF GENERAL C'L,3E 7! %. O T',' THIS MATTER7- u .. .J - 1 - ,,.j -,. " ,, _is i M T E
UNTI. TtE APPROVAL OF FOL ,:" s:,, tS ,R-C ','EO 6 PILEAS ERETU,R ALL PAPERS NO LATEP TH T2 CATE AND TYE SE'Oi ABC VE TO
THE OFFICE OF COMr'1SSIO, SERE. ,,... PLACES THE TEIO]! ThE EXECUTI.,E SESS. .3.6.

12-2-79

l-.1tO0

(LY

... 3i o., _

=

. , I fly

)MISSION
- 8OJANZ RAll 52

' - *1

Date and Time Transmitted:

Ju



Dombz 27, 1979

MEMORANDUM TO: Marjorie W. Emons

FROM: Elissa T. Garr

SUBJECT: MUR 967

Pleasehave the attached General Counsel's Report

- on MUR 967 distributed to the Conmission on a 48 hour

tally basis.

Thank you.



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISS,9.; * .. "
November 20, 1979

79,., P 2:
In the Matter of )

)
Flora Patricia Crane ) MUR 967
John Adams )
Committee to Elect )

John Adams )

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

I. BACKGROUND

On August 14, 1979, the Commission found reasonable

ro cause to believe that all three respondents violated 2 U.S.C.

§441a. Letters with conciliation agreements went out on

- August 22, 1979.

II. NEW EVIDENCE/ANALYSIS

, .. ,,j."'

Mr. Adams followed up this letter with a phone call on

September 20, 1979 and another letter dated September 25,

1979. On November 13, 1979, staff of this office phoned him

to obtain additional clarification.

t\. Excessisve Ccntriiut-o-

T.e circums tances cu ziih Mr. Adams is, in part, basing

his rc-fsi to conciliate ar, ar to he as follows:

1n late Jm,, 197d, I-tr. Adoms moved out of his house and

,:.:.. . .of hKs rn.!ncr':, & .r.s. 1Igv Bencducci, moved in

a . S i 'nAg to p, 'Tha-is. As the B-neduccis did not



-2

expect to have sufficient funds to make the downpayment until

November, 1978, Mr. Adams orally agreed with them that they

would pay rent by making Adams' mortgage payments. No agree-

ment was made with the banks holding the two mortgages.

Mr. Adams needed additional funds for his campaign and, by

July, 1978, his mother, Mrs. Crane, was able to advance him

funds. These funds were intended to be part of a transaction

whereby Mrs. Crane would purchase the house from Mr. Adams

however no written sale agreement was entered into.l/ In

November, 1978 a formal sale of the house took place, at

which time the Beneduccis made a downpayment to Mr. Adams

and Adams transferred title of the house to them. Mrs. Crane

was not involved in this transaction but Mr. Adams then repaid

his mother for the funds she had advanced to him in July and

August.

The details of these events as now supplied by Mr. Adams

still do not serve to place Mrs. Crane's transfers to him

outside the definition of contribution. (See also our discussion

of this issue on pp. 2-3 of the General Counsel's Report of

July 20, 1979.)2/ If a sale by Mr. Adams of his house to his

1/ Adams stated that because of the expenses involved with the
formal sale of a house, he wished to avoid such a procedure.
However he stated that Mrs. Crane's payments to him meant that
"in (his) mind" she owned the home at that time.

2/ This earlier report also noted Mr. Adams' contention that
he had received conflicting advice from Commission staff as to
how to report these transfers. Mr. Adams said that he has no
record of when he made this request for assistance and Commission
.records do not reflect such contact. Considering the circumstances
of this matter, we think that such contention might serve to
mitigate but not eliminate the violations.



B. Cash Contribution

Mr. Adams, with his September 25, 1979 letter, attached

copies of various documents connected with this matter. One,

a deposit ticket dated August 17, 1978, indicates that $2,400

in cash was deposited to an account in the First National Bank

of Davie, Florida. During the previously described November 13,

1979 phone conversation, Mr. Adams confirmed that the account

was that of his campaign committee and that the $2,400 deposit

represented the amount shown on committee reports as being

from his mother. He also confirmed that the amount was given

in cash. Mr. Adams stated that his mother gave the July 22,

1978 amount of $5,300 by check but that she could not locate

the check.3/

Section 441g of the Act prohibits contributions in cash

in excess of $100 and S110.4(c) (2) of the Regulations requires

a candidate or committee receiving a cash contribution in

excess of $100 to promptly return such excess to the contributor.

3/ In our reason to believe letter to Mrs. Crane, we had
requested copies of the checks used to make the transfers.
Mr. Adams responded, for both himself and his mother, stating

that his mother would not be replying. The questions about the
checks were not addressed by him.

Wi

-3w

mother in July had, in fact, occurred, the conei~us io mqht

be otherwise. However, at the time Mrs. Crane advanced her

funds, the legal rights and responsibilities in connection

with the ownership of the house remained with Mr. Adams.

Therefore Mrs. Crane's transfers fall within the definition

of contribution. Section 431(e) (1) of the Act. Prior to

proceeding further with this violation, another possible

violation should be addressed.



It appears that resnondents may be in violation of tjiese

provisions.

414'

v Furthermore, considering Mrs. Crane's failure to

respond to our original questions, we think compulsory process

should issue to her, to Mr. Adams and to the Committee's bank

to obtain the required information.

III. RECOMMENDATION

1. Find reason to believe that Flora Patricia Crane may have

violated 2 U.S.C. 5441g.

2. Find reason to believe that John Adams and the Cor :ittee to

Elect John Adams may have violated 11 C.F.R. §1i0.4(c) (2).

3. Authorize the attached subpoenas and orders to Flora Patricia

Crane, Jonn .dai inis ana trio First American Banx of Davie (for-

merly the First National Bank of Davie).

5. Authorize --tie attached letters. 7-

Dat e 7Ch- Ie" -. Steele
(eneral Counsel

1. Lettrs C f C a S .S

3. Propouz _; 'L< 1. _,. L



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

SUBPOENA AND ORDER

TO: Flora Patricia Crane
785 W. Dayton Street MUR 967
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33315

The Federal Election Commission, pursuant to its powers set

forth in 2 U.S.C. S437d(a) (1) and (a) (3), hereby orders the

interrogatories on the attached sheets to be answered, and the

documents supplied, under oath, as set out on the attached sheet,

and requires that this information be sent by pre-paid certified

mail, addressed to the Office of the General Counsel, Federal

Election Commission, 1325 K Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20463,

Attention: Marybeth Tarrant, within ten days after your receipt

of this subpoena and order.

WHEREAS, the Chairman of the Federal Election Commission has

hereunto set his hand at the Office of the Commission, 1325 K

Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., 20463, this day of

1979.

Robert 0. Tiernan

Chairman

ATTEST:

Marjorie W. Emmons
Secretary to the Commission



fMMZLIOM 'COMISOWC
JTo TJW AUDOMA . ODR

TO N1 ft * LORA PAMCIACRW

blUR 9167, (79)
With regard to the amounts of $5,300 and $2,400 which you transferred
to your son John Adams or to the Committee to Elect John Adams, during
July and August, 1978, please state:

1. Which of these transfers was by cash and which by check?

2. (a) During that period, did you maintain a checking or savings
account? If so,

(b) Supply the name(s) and address(es) of the financial
institution(s) and the account number(s).

3. (a) If either, or both, of these transfers were by check,

b) Supply copies of the front and back of the check(s);

(c) Supply copies of the page(s) in your check ledger or
pass book showing the transaction(s).

(d) To whom were each of the checks made payable?

4. If either, or both, of these transfers was by cash, state
your reasons why a check was not used.

5. Did your son or the Committee make repayment for these transfers?
If so,



(a) set out the dates and amounts of such repayments

(b) State whether you deposited such funds in any account
of yours. If so,

(c) Provide copies of the page(s) in your check ledger or
pass book showing such deposit(s).

6. During Mr. Adams' candidacy in 1978, did you transfer any other
funds to him or his Committee? If yes, set out the dates,
amounts, whether by check or cash and whether to him or his
Committee. If by check(s), supply copies of the front and
back of such check(s).



UNITED STATES Or AMERICA

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

SUBPOENA AND ORDER

TO: John Adams
3200 S.W. 60th Lane MUR 967 (79)
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314

The Federal Election Commission, pursuant to its powers

set forth in 2 U.S.C. S437d(a) (1) and (a)(3), hereby orders

the interrogatories on the attached sheets to be answered, and

the documents supplied, under oath, as set out on the attached

sheet, and requires that this information be sent by pre-paid

certified mail, addressed to the Office of the General Counsel,

Federal Election Commission, 1325 K Street, N.W., Washington, D.C.

20463, Attention: Marybeth Tarrant, within ten days after your

receipt of this subpoena and order.

WHEREAS, the Chairman of the Federal Election Commission has

hereunto set his hand at the Office of the Commission, 1325 K

Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., 20463, this day of

1979.

Robert 0. Tiernan
Chairman

ATTEST:

Marjorie W. Emmons
Secretary to the Commission



AdgmAL ELCTION CM)UStQUL
WrAHNETTo SUMPOMA & A

TO JOHN ADAMS

,UR 967L(79)

I. With regard to the amounts of $5,300 and $2,400 received from
your mother, Flora Patricia Crane, and transferred to the
Committee to Elect John Adams, during July and August, 1978,
please state:

1. Which of these contributions was by cash and which by check?

2. In regard to each amount, how was the money transferred to
the Committee?

3. Did you instruct or advise your mother to give either of
these amounts by cash? If so, state why.

4. why was the $7,100 divided into two payments?

II. In connection with these transfers and the house at 7170
Wilson Street, Hollywood, Florida, wnich you formerly owned*
provide the following information:

1. On what date did the Beniduccis move in?

2. You have stated that at tne time the Beniduccis moved in,
you "allow(ed) them to assume (your) mortgage payments to
Southern Mortgage and Southeast Bank. - In a phone
conversation with a staff member of the Office of General
Counsei on November 13, 1979, you stated that no written
agreement was made which reflects this arrangement. Is
this correct? If not, provide copies of all such agreements.

3. During the above described phone conversation you stated
that, in July, 1978, when your mother transferred funds
to you or your Committee, "in (your) mind" the equity in
the house was, in return, transferred to her. You also
stated that you did not want to enter into a formal sale
of the house to your mother in order to avoid the expenses
of such a transaction and that no papers were signed. Is
it correct that no such formal sale was entered into with
your mother? If a formal sale was entered into, provide
copies of the documents showing such sale and transfer of
title.



!:~4 a.i ili
Dit the above 4 .4 Zhii ontvts~~ you-

stated tit ini October or Novmbr 1 l0740 the"
BeEniccis obtained' suftkiient funds tol:aa)ke a
d payment on the house an4 that at that tie,

ttle was transferred to the. Is that Correcti,
If so, provide copies of, the:relevant aq temn-
papers which show puretiase price, identification
of A an seller, transfer of title, date,
financial institutions involved and asstuption
of mortgages. rf such formal sale and trantfer
of title did not occur at this time, explain what
did occur.

b. During the above described phone conversations you
stated that your mother was not involved in the
November, 1978 sale and transfer of title of your
home? Is this correct? If not, provide copies of
all agreements snowing ner involvement.

c. In the attachment to your September 25, 1979 letter
(dated September 26, 1979) your mother signed as
"mortgage holder." State what mortgage is held by
your mother and provide a copy of the agreement.

5. a. During the above described phone conversation you stated
that in June, 1978 you were separated from your wife
and that half of tne proceeds from the sale of the house
would have to go to her. Is this correct?

b. You stated that a separation agreement was mailed to
your wife but was not signea. Is this correct?
When, if at ali, was such agreement signed?

c. Describe the involvement, if any, of your former wife
in the sale of your house.



to Subpoena & Order
- NR 967 7)
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6. During the period between the time the Beniduccis moved
in to the house and the time they took title to the house,
did they make any payments directly to your mother in
connection with the house? If so, set out, from your
knowledge, relevant dates, amounts and purposes of these
payments.

7. Was there any agreement signed by the Beniduccis and your
mother regarding the sale of your house? If so, please
provide the date and a copy of such an agreement.

8. Has your mother been repaid in part or in full for the
$7,70u given to you in Juiy and August, 1978? If so,
please provide

a. Date (s) of repayment

b. Amount(s) of repayment

c. Who made the payments?

d. Copies of tne front and back of any checks in your
possession showing such a repayment.



*ZTED STATES OF AMERICA 0
FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

SUBPOENA

TO: Glynn Gilbert, President MUR 967 (79)
First American Bank of Davie
P.O. Box 9100
Hollywood, FL 33024

The Federal Election Commission, pursuant to its powers set

forth in 2 U.S.C. S437d(a)(3), hereby subpoenas the documents

listed below and requires that they be sent by pre-paid certified

mail, addressed to the Office of General Counsel, Federal Election

Commission, 1325 K Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., 20463, Attention:

Marybeth Tarrant and postmarked within ten days of your receipt of

this subpoena.

With respect to an accounu, or accounts, located at your bank

believed to be named the Committee to Elect John Adams to Congress

which may have been opened in or abou- September, 1977, please

supply the following records:

1. All deposit slips.

2. All monthly statements.

3. The front and back of all checks signed by Flora Patricia
Crane deposited to the account on or about the dates of
July 22, 1978 and August 17, 1978.

Legible copies of any of the above documents may be substituted for

the originals.



WaPA,~.Chairman of the Federal Election Cm sson
hashereunto set his hand at the Office of the Commission,

1325 K Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., 20463, this day

of , 1979.

Robert 0. Tiernan
Chairman

ATTEST:

Marjorie W. Emmons
Secretary to the Commission



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K STREET N.W
WASHINGTON.D.C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Glynn Gilbert, President
First American Bank of Davie
P.O. Box 9100
Hollywood, FL 33024

Re: MUR 967

Dear Mr. Gilbert:

Enclosed is a subpoena issued by the Federal Election
Commission for the production of bank records in connection
with an investigation being conducted by the Commission.
We request that the documents be submitted to the Commission
within ten days after your receipt of this letter.

For your information, please note that the records of
a political committee do not fall within the purview of the
Right to Financial Privacy Act of 1978.

If you have any questions, please contact Marybeth
Tarrant at (.202)523-4175. Thank you for your cooperation
in this matter.

Sincerely,

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel

Enclosure
Subpoena



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, DC 20463

AUTHORIZATION TO ISSUE SUBPOENA(S)/ORDER(S)

The Commission hereby authorizes the issuance of

subpoenas/orders to the following persons in connection

with MUR 967 (79):

Flora Patricia Crane
785 W. Dayton Street
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33315

John Adams
3200 S.W. 60th Lane
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314

Glynn Gilbert,
First American
P.O. Box 9100
Hollywood, FL

President
Bank of Davie

333024

Robert 0. Tiernan
Chairman

Max L. Friedersdorf
Vice Chairman

Joan D. Aikens
Commissioner

Thomas E. Harris
Commissioner

John W. McGarry
Commissioner

Frank P. Reiche
Commi ssi oner



fg # p Septi r 25-1979
TO: Mary Beth Tarrant'? ,o. p

Federal Election CommiiI? '78 SEp .
1325 K Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

RE: Your tel con of 9/16/79 and 9/20/79 on case #MUR967

Dear Ms. Tarrant,

A review of the events you requested which led to the confusion
on my case # MUR967 is as follows:

As a candidate for office in 1977, I had planned to either
remortgage my home or put a second mortgage on it, thus providing
a supply of funds for my campaign. Early in 1978 my wife and
I separated. As part of the settlement 50% of the house became hers.

In June, I moved into my mother's house. She advised me
at that time that a friend of hers wanted to buy my home. Her
friend Mr. and Mrs. Iggy Beniducci, moved in and began renting
the home until they could arrange the down payment. I arranged
for the rent to be whatever the expenses were for the house. They
felt they would have the downpayment by November. Needless to
say, I needed the money sooner and I began looking for ways to
jggle a second mortgage for the Beniducci's.

On July 7th my stepfather died unexpectedly. This left
my mother with more then $60,000.00 in insurance. My mother
wanted to give me whatever I needed to complete the transaction
on the house. I called the F.E.C. to find out how to handle the
money and asked if my mother could loan the committee the money.
When I reported it that way it was rejected as an illegal
campaign contribution. Note, I reported as I was told.

I again called the F.E.C. and after a long conversation with
several different people in the F.E.C. and the General Counsel's
office, I reported the money as a personal loan from my mother to
me to do with as I please and that I gave it to the committee.

During the period of time from the above corrections and
the Ronald Krouse letter in Feb. of 1979, I decided to just give
the money from the Benducci's to my mother and avoid me even being
in the deal. I had already transferred the house to the Beniducci's
by allowing them to assume my mortgage payments at Southen Mortgage
and Southeast Bank. I still owed my wife her half of the down-
payment that the Beniducci's owed me, therefore my mother just
paid my ex-wife and took the agreement from the Beniducci's to
pay her instead of me. This cleared up the debt that I had with
my mother and simply made it so that the committe owed me the money
that I put in becaifse I now loaned it to the committee.



0 0

page tWQ

I then changed the reports to reflect that I did loate
committeethe money and my mother nothing.

I've attached what I could find in my scattered file; to
verify this letter. I also included a signed statement b the.,
Beniducci's and My mother that they have read this letter and
do agree with its contents.

This therefore should clear up the problem with the
reporting since now niether the committee or I owe my mother
any money. The money I received was my share forthe house and
I chose to loan it to the committee.

I hope this clears up the commissions

Adams

jla/JLA

cc; Mr. and Mrs. Beniducci
cc: Flora Patricia Crane
cc: Attorney General



September 26, 1979

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

I have read the letter dated September , 25, 1979 and
addressed to Mary Beth Tarrant of the FEC which was written
by John Adams whom I know personally. I agree to the best
of my knowledge that this letter reflects correctly the
events which led to the sale of his home at 7170 Wilson Street
in Hollywood,Florida.

rI

1.. en ducci Wi tness 6 047
Pur faser

Flora Patricia Crane Witness
Mortgage Holder

V
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K STREET N.W
WASHINCTON.D.C. 20463 2 6 OCT 37

Diane Curtin, Treasurer
Coomittee To Elect John Adams (,
4485 Stirling Road, Ste. 7
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314 jyA, ^ \

S Ms. Curtin:

la.- .tter is prcrpted by ost ii-eresc i. assistzrFacrJ candlates
at4 Ccrxi rees wo -ish to =-x y wich :he Fedezai Elec-it 7 Camjpaip- Act.

During review of :tie 10 Daypre-Primary_ _eor- of Raceipts 3t-d
per.d imtes, we roted shat yu =.I-a certain io±.a=icn or made apparent

!&twhmatical e'xors in certain Pm='ie-. ACtacched is ar itedzatt.m o! the
iforaoion re-uested.

The Federal Slectiror Cm izmin, in cor.ection , i~s stattor •

respcnsibility -o enforce the Act, reviews -a2J. 31 ederal caupaip diScl.osure
,cths, icX'ui.g tose filed i:iaLv 'Ith the Clere. of the House.

e Office of .the Clerk, as mi, _ service, is no-:if i.& ilers
of t.e errors m-d cssicns famd. in oraLJ!-nA , review cf dmcrents
fiLed "th the Clerk. This letter -md "'-azCA "tat *
official not ficazion by &e -TrrcLssiun o,_err ors ;.: ,ssicr'k2 d and
rem~taira -a written rer'cse.

;hile !%e reccg ize t'he divic-:.es -cu -mav h xv experienced in fI I.g5
.ut tnme rar.crtL-g f'ams, ;e rwst ask :a,,- -.:, h. e Cler. of the Hlasc,

laeordis md Razi~t:atiorn jC' ,is'~ , s.ntOn , r C.
...,.. ,= Ki- iissz tc-r,aL:. n ,.,"' :'-f~er '. ,, i.av frca t.he c a:e

... .... ~ ~ ~ ~ ln ."'2, ic- -4,"J. ...- .,.,.,

=tdcu Ronald Krole Ln cur Rec-, . ". ''" .he S'."

S-ce re iv,

C -"o B. ?.ctar
S-a'l Director

FPC 111: 12

,'QLUT1IO,

J
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'0 E=UC JOMt ADAMS
110 UYP-PRDWAR

Colum B, Line 11 of the S .Page should equal the stm, 0f th'O glUn
yearly cash on hand, plus total yearly receipts, minus total %alyi tures
Please am n your report to accurately reflect the endin cas on hm for the
reporting period.

Line 13, Schedule C should reflect the total of debts and obligations owed
L the the coimittee. Debts owed by the committee to the candidate should only

reflected on Line 13. Please amend your report to have Line 13 reflect the
total amt of outstanding debts and obligations owed by the comittee.



In reply p19 refer

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K STREET N.W
WASHINGTON.D.C. 20463

29 January 1979

Diane Curtin, Treasurer
Conittee to Elect John Adams
4485 Stirling Rd., Ste. 7
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314

Dear Ms. Curtin:

On September 14, 1978, you were notified by the Clerk of the
House of Representatives that certain entries in the. 10 Day
Pre-Primary Report of Receipts and Expenditures filed by your
committee raised problems under 2 U.S.C. 441a.

We received a response from you on September 25, 1978, however, we
found your response to be inadequate. Your failure to provide an adequate
response gives the Commission reason to believe that you may have committed
a violation of 2 U.S.C. 441a.

C4 The Commission will take no action against you until you have had a
reasonable opportunity to respond to this letter. This response should
be mailed to the Commission within fifteen (15) days from the date of
this letter.

If you have responded to the above or you require additional",infor-
Tmation, please contact Ronald Krouse, our Reports Analyst assignee to
C you on our toll free numbel(800) 424-9530. Our local number is 523-4172.

C1~~ Sinclely oba
L' omlys

Copuissioner

Certified Mail:
Return Receipt Requested

44J)
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In the Matter of
) 967

Jd MAdas
oXuittee to Elect John Ads )
Flora Patricia Crane )

CRPWICATICN

I, lam L. Stafford, Recording Secretary at the Executive

Session of the Federal Election m ssicn on August 14, 1979, do hreby

certify that the cunmission, in a vote of 5-1, agreed to rdLxe the civil

penalty as set forth in the Q- iliaticn A-gremet dated July 20, 1979,

for Flora Patricia Crane from $500 to $250.

Qommissioners Aikens, Friedersdrf, Harris, kbGrry, and Reiche

voted affiratively, and Cxmissioer Tiernan dissented.

The ommissicn further agreed in a vote of 6-0 to adopt the

follaing recc,,tedations, as set forth in the First (rereral Counsel's

C" Report dated July 20, 1979, regarding the above-captioned natter:

1. Find reascnable cause to believe that Flora
CPatricia Crane, John Adams, and the Committee

to Elect John Adams violated 2 U.S.C. S44la.

2. Initiate conciliatin with all three respondents.

3. Send the attached letters and onciliation
agreements.

Curmissioners Aikens, Friedersdorf, Harris, MCarry, Reiche, and

Tiernan voted for this detenminaticn.

Attest:

Date Lena L. Stafford
Recording Secretary



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

MEMORANDUM TO:

FROM:

DATE •

SUBJECT:

CHARLES STE.'.j

EG GIFFORD ;k.

AUGUST 1, 1979

OBJECTION TO UR .967 - General Counsel's Report
dated 7-20-79

This is to inform you that Commissioner Reiche has

filed an objection to MUR 967 - General Counsel's Report

dated 7-20-79, circulated 7-27-79.

Enclosed is a vote sheet with his comments.

HIis objection will be placed on the August 14, 1979

Executive Session agenda.



July Me, 1979

MEMORANDUM TO: Marge Enmons

FROM: Elissa T. Garr

SUBJECT: MUR 967

NPlease have the attached General Counsel's Report on

MUR 967 distributed to the Cowmission on a 48 hour tally

basis.

Thanklyou.

1 . -- -- - -- - -



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMzMSS ZO 1
Oul+20,177+J#L+ F l:33

In the Matter of )
)

Flora Patricia Crane; ) MUR 967
John Adams; )
Committee to Elect )

John Adams )

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

I. BACKGROUND

On January 29, 1979, the Commission found reason to

believe that the Committee to Elect John Adams (the Committee)

violated 2 U.S.C. S441a in connection with loans received

from Flora Patricia Crane totalling $7,700. This matter was

later referred to the Office of General Counsel by the

Reports Analysis Division (RAD) on May 7, 1979, and on May 30,

1979, the Commission found reason to believe that Mrs. Crane

and John Adams violated 2 U.S.C. S441a. Letters went out to

Mr. Adams and -Mrs. Crane on May 31, 1979.

II. EVIDENCE

Mr. Adams telephoned the Commission on June 4, 1979.

He claimed that his mother, Mrs. Crane, loaned him money

prior to the closing of his house and that he in turn gave

her the rights to his house. He further stated that he then

loaned this $7,700 to his Committee. According to Mr. Adams,

he was instructed by RAD to first have the Committee report
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these loans as having been received from Mrs. Crane and that

later on they changed their minds and told him to have the

reports show he loaned the Committee the money. The reports

were subsequently amended to reflect these changes. Upon

the closing of his house, Mr. Adams repaid his mother.

Mr. Adams said his mother would not be responding to

our letter but that he would send in a written response.

His response, which reiterated what he stated in the telephone

conversation, was received on July 5, 1979 (see Attachment 1).

III. ANALYSIS

Here the $7,700 in loans were clearly in excess of the

S441a(a) (1) (A) limitations, which prohibit the making and

receipt of contributions by individuals in excess of $1,000.

The fact that Mr. Adams says the money went from his

mother to him and then to the Comnittee does not excuse the

violation because the funds were not the "personal funds" of

the candidate "... at the time he became a candidate. " Section
C,

110.10(b) (1) of the Commission's Regulations. The funds were

transferred by Mrs. Crane in July and August, 1978, well after

Mr. Adams became a candidate.

Next, Mr. Adam's attempt to characterize the transfer

from his mother as a -business transaction" does not excuse

it from the contribution limitation of the Act. Under S431(e),

a "contribution" includes a "loan (or) advance .. , of money

made for the purpose of influencing the nomination for

election ... " and under §431(e) (5) (G), only certain loans



3-

from banks would be excluded from this category. Here,

Mr. Adams claims his mother "... advanced (him) money on

(his) closing and (he) in turn gave her the rights to his

house." While he also said that in return for the money he

"*,, gave her the house'!, his description of the transaction

with his mother appears to be that of a loan by her with his

house as collateral. 1/ In addition, the evidence already in

the file indicates the money was clearly intended for his

campaign. (See Attachments 2, 3, 5 and 6 to First General

Counsel's Report).

Therefore, Mrs. Crane is in violation of 2 U.S.C. S44la

for making the excessive contributions and Mr. Adams is in

violation of S44la for accepting the excessive amounts. In

addition, as the Committee was aware of the source of the funds,

it too is in violation of S44la for its acceptance of these loans.

However, as the money was repaid by the candidate, 2/ the

office of General Counsel feels this should serve as a mitigating

factor in reducing the civil penalties we would otherwise request.

IV. RECOMMENDATION

1. Find reasonable cause to believe that Flora Patricia Crane,

John Adams and the Committee to Elect John Adams violated

2 U.S.C. S44la.

1/ In this connection, we note that our letters to both Mr. Adams
and his mother requested some specific information, including copies
of any loan agreements. No such agreements were provided and
Mr. Adams did not state whether they exist.

2/ our letters to respondents had requested specific information
about the repayment but it was not supplied. However, from one
letter Mr. Adams sent to the Commission (see Attachment 6, First
General Counsel's Report) it appeared he repaid his mother in
October, 1978.



u. iteat* co~ioi-n ation, WA all-Ahree d iess,4M

3. Send the attached letters and conciliation agreements.

Date
General Counsel

ATTACHMENTS

1. Response from Mr. Adams
2. Conciliation Agreements
3. Letters



*John L7 ,AdaMs -l
32 OIj'th Lan*

r C awFlorida
19 JUL 533314

William Oldaker 18JUL 5 N1:5General Counsel iA1:7
1325 K Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Dear Mr. Oldaker; 902951
I wish, after my defeat, I had kept all of my notes. How-

ever, it appears that after a throurogh search of the files, I
have retained, indicates most of the notes we made were not re-
tained; only the final reports. As a matter of fact, I cannot
even locate my letter of September, 20, 1978 and February 12, 1979
Sy referenced in your letter of May 31, 1979 and numbered MUR-
67

Frankly, it is ironic. Your letter was written to me be-
cause you had a reason to beleive that I may have violated the
law concerning the receipt of monies from my mother which was
reported to your people in a phone conversation prior to each of
the above indicated letters as to the circumstance of the receipt
of the money and both letters were written in concert with that-
same person from the F.E.C. so as to insure no confusion but
obviously from the tone of your letter, has caused confusion.
Furthermore, your letter indicates error on my behalf when, in
fact, it was done precisely how I was instructed by your staff
members (one male-one female). Nonetheless, my imperfection
does not go with out jousting your staff also. Particularly
since the monies my mother gave me were from the sale of my
house which ironically again is the very house you mailed your
certified letter to, which is the house that I moved out of in
June of 1978 and on address for committee reporting that was
never used, and only on this date did I receive your impersonally
worded insulting letter. The F.E.C. amuses me. They white-wash
my opponents apparent violations in a matter of weeks and have
hunted me over trivia for nearly two (2) years. But the worse
part of the whole mess is in each and every case, without, ex-
ception, I have called the F.E.C. first. Therefore, before I
receit this tune again, I would appreciate your office sending
me copies of my files as you see them so that I can do any
further reconstruction you desire.

The $7,700.00 you are concerned about never really existed.
In fact, my mother, at first, was going to loan me the money
until your staff said no, only during a three week period which
was necessary for the money on the closing of my house. Your
staff said to write a letter saying it was a loan and state
the purpose. After I did this, your staff changed their minds
and told me my mother could not loan the committee money but
could loan me money. Once again we changed the reports and wrote
another letter as requested. Now, you say she made an illegal
contribution. Well, smoke this one. She made no loan or contri-
bution. She advanced me money on my closing and I in turn gave
her the rights to my house which techically consumates a legal
business transaction; $7,700.00 to me from her and I gave her



hoQUe then my Comittee the money,

'fyou feool you need m=ore information, tell me'eatywa
and proide me the Copies of the reports you are reading fm.I T
have no intentions of responding any further or inconvience my
mother with your request.

i have also enclosed a copy of another letter in the event
you might find it interesting.

C apologize for the tone of my letter but frankly it does
hurt to work so hard to be honest and f stant agony then
having to lose my race to a totally honest erson who some-
how has evaded your U.S.C. code.

Jo L. 5ams

JA/ra
cc: Edmund .Henshaw, Jr.
cc: Secretary of State of Florida
cc: file
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Forlyii, Florida

?9 JUL5 P I 33314

William Oldaker 71 L 5 AN
General Counsel
1325 K Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Dear Mr. Oldaker; 902 1

I wish, after my defeat, I had kept all of my notes. How-
ever, it appears that after a throurogh search of the files, I
have retained, indicates most of the notes we made were not re-
tained; only the final reports. As a matter of fact, I cannot
even locate my letter of September, 20, 1978 and February 12, 1979
you referenced in your letter of May 31, 1979 and numbered MUR-
967.

, 'VFrankly, it is ironic. Your letter was written to me be-
cause you had a reason to beleive that I may have violated the
law concerning the receipt of monies from my mother which was
reported to your people in a phone conversation prior to each of
the above indicated letters as to the circumstance of the receipt
of the money and both letters were written in concert with that
same person from the F.E.C. so as to insure no confusion but
obviously from the tone of your letter, has caused confusion.
Furthermore, your letter indicates error on my behalf when, in

C" fact, it was done precisely how I was instructed by your staff
members (one male-one female). Nonetheless, my imperfection
does not go with out jousting your staff also. Particularly
since the monies my mother gave me were from the sale of my
house which ironically again is the very house you mailed your
certified letter to, which is the house that I moved out of in
June of 1978 and on address for committee reporting that was
never used, and only on this date did I receive your impersonally
worded insulting letter. The F.E.C. amuses me. They white-wash
my opponents apparent violations in a matter of weeks and have
hunted me over trivia for nearly two (2) years. But the worse
part of the whole mess is in each and every case, without, ex-
ception, I have called the F.E.C. first. Therefore, before I
receit this tune again, I would appreciate your office sending
me copies of my files as you see them so that I can do any
further reconstruction you desire.

The $7,700.00 you are concerned about never really existed.
In fact, my mother, at first, was going to loan me the money
until your staff said no, only during a three week period which
was necessary for the money on the closing of my house. Your
staff said to write a letter saying it was a loan and state
the purpose. After I did this, your staff changed their minds
and told me my mother could not loan the committee money but
could loan me money. Once again we changed the reports and wrote
another letter as requested. Now, you say she made an illegal
contribution. Well, smoke this one. She made no loan or contri-
bution. She advanced me money on my closing and I in turn gave
her the rights to my house which techically consumates a legal
business transaction; $7,700.00 to me from her and I gave her
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the house, the 1 gave my comittee the money.

. f "ou feel you need more information, tell me *"aotiy wt t
and provide me the copies of the reports you are readig fwo. T
have no intentions of responding any further or inconvienoe *
mother with your request.

I have also enclosed a copy of another letter in the event
you might find it interesting.

I apologize for the tone of my letter but frankly it does
hurt to work so hard to be honest and f stant agony then
having to lose my race to a totally onest rson who some-
how has evaded your U.S.C. code.

JO LO. m

JA/ra
cc: Edmund Henshaw, Jr.
cc: Secretary of State of Florida
cc: file



John L. Adams
3200 LV. 6oth Lane

33314
' '; , ,i " " Fort delrdale, Flott4 :,!',,

-:.,Edmund Henshaw, jr o
'Clerk of the House of Representatives
1036 ro.gworth Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

RE: Your Letter C00082784

Dear Sir:

My records indicate that on July 13, 1978, an amended
report for April 10, 1978 was sent to you. In checking thatreport, it does not, "REPEAT" does not show any such cash con-tribution as indicated in your June 1, 1979 letter. In fact,4, I have attached a copy which is marked attachment 1. The att-achment is a letter dated April 14, 1978 which at the request
of the Clerk of the House of Representatives I sent an explan-ation of my testimonial affairs balance as a State Legislator
to them. You will note that the letter indicates an amount of.$1,434.75 that was loaned to my congressional campaign account.

.Tt(hat money, was monies that was excess of expenses for a test-
Imnal fund raiser as a state legislator in 197f~. That money* as giVen to me and under the state laws I can keep excess pro-*%its'and It in turn, loaned that money to my comittee for thei' ongressonal campaign kick-off. At no time, was it ever cash.
't was only an exchange of checks and my reports have always

T(I indicated that.
I am somewhat confused at your indication that I accepted

a campaign contribution of excess of $100.00. I think it isbest that you recheck your records because my records indicate
rthat everything was reported correctly. Perhaps you do not have

a copy of the letter to the clerk so I have enclosed a copy of
the letter.

I would appreciat your respo se to this n the event that
you need anything else.

S 1,

Jo Ad

JA/ra
cc: file
Enc.

v.

4 -A
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April 141, 1978

Clerk of the House of Representatives
1036 Longvorth Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Sir,.

the November balance of my testimonial dinner wg $2.459.29
which was placed In my personal checking account. $1,024.34 was
used as deduction from expenses on my 1977 Iacone tax and the
balance (1.434.75) was loaned to my Congressional Campaign Account.

I have filed with the F.E.C. ,y income tax form nd I've
enclosed a copy of the testimonial dinner and six (6) months of
office expense forms for the State ofFFlorida.

If more things are needed or if forms are Incorrect, please
advise me what they are.

Thank you,

John Adams

JA:aj

V <Ac jW,-



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSIR, R/4
1325 K Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20463

1 JUN 1919
TO: Committee To Elect John Adams DATE:

FL/12 I.D. NO.: C00082784

REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR THE Apri1 10 Quarterly R OF RECEIPTS
AND EXPENDITURES COVERING THE PERIOD VIM_____- THROUGH, 3/31/78
PURSUANT TO THE FEDERAL ELECTION CAMPAIGN ACT OF 1971. AS AMENDED.

A review of the report indicates that additional information is needed in order to be considered complete. Please
return a copy of this form with your amended submission(s).

Please provide the required data, as indicated (x):

Coverage Dates: - omitted or - incorrect

. Summary Page Line(s): - Column(s): - Totals: - omitted or ... incorrect

- Detailed Summary (Page 2) Line(s):___ Column(s): Totals: .omitted or .incorrect

- Schedule Totals: - disagree with Detailed Summary (Page 2) or ._omitted

- Date(s): .omitted or - inadequate for Schedule(s) - Line(s) -

- Full Name(s)/Mailing Address(es): __omitted or - inadequate for Schedule(s).-_ Line(s)-__

. Occupation/Principal Place(s) of Business: __omitted or -. inadequate for Schedule(s)-. Line(s)__

- Election Designation: ... _omitted or ... inadequate for Schedule(s)._ Line(s)

- Aggregate Year-to-Date Totals: - omitted or - inadequate for Schedule(s)._ Line(s)__

- Nature or Purpose of Expenditure: - omitted or - inadequate for Schedule(s)-. Line(s).__

X Nature or Purpose of Receipt: - omitted or .... inadequate for Schedule(s) .L. Line(s) _.13

- Inadequate Description of: - proceeds __dates -events - location of Schedule

- Signature: - omitted - inadequate
11 CFR 104.12(a) requires each person having the responsibility to file a report to sign the original
report. Please resubmit a signed copy of your report.

- Other: Please see page two.



Your initial submission(s), together with this request for additional information, has been made available for
public inspection. The Commission urges you to file the additional submission(s) promptly to the above address.
If you have any questions regarding this request, please call the Reports Analysis Division toll free at (800) 424-

9530. The local Washington. D.C. telephone numbers are (202) 523-4048 (Senate, Non-Party), 523-4172 (House)
or 523-1474 (Party).

C Senate filers should file their submission(s) with the Secretary of the Senate, Office of Public Records, 119 D St.,

N.E., Washington, D.C. 20510. House fders should file their submission(s) with the Clerk of the House, Office of
Records and Registration, 1036 Longworth House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 2051 5.

FEC Form 12

(Rvised Novemba 1978)

r% *

RK/4

REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

PAGE TWO
COMMITTEE TO ELECT JOHN ADAMS
APRIL 10 QUARTERLY

I JUN 1979

2 U.S.C. 441g prohibits cash contributions in excess 
of $100. Schedule C, Line 13

itemizes loans from the candidate, John 
Adams, for $1,434 described as "Cash 

loaned

to Comm. for misc. expenses." Please amend your report to clarify the nature 
of

these loans to the committee.



John L. Adams
3200 S.W. 60th Lane
Ft. Lauderdale, Fl. 33314

If~~.ea,'*1~

xA
4

William Oldaker
General Counsel
1325 K Street NW,
Washington, D.C. 20463



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K SIREET N.W.
WASHtNGTON,D.C. 20463

July 25, 1979

MEMORANDUM

FILES

FROM: MARYBETH TARRANT

The attached letter was returned unclaimed. Upon

a finding of RCTB, this letter will go out attached to the

RCTB letter which will be sent by regular mail.

m.

OEIFIED
-20110

TO:

OWN



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K STREET N.W
WASHINGTOND.C. 20463

- '. 
June 28, 1979

_CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Flora Patricia Crane
785 W. Dayton St.
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33315

Re: M 967

Dear Mrs. Crane:

On June 4, 1979, you received notification that
the Commission was conducting an investigation of
alleged violations of the Federal Election Campaign
Act of 1971, as amended, by you. You were also
notified that you had a reasonable opportunity to
demonstrate why no action should be taken against
you.

As of this date, we have received no responseexpressing your view of the alleged violations. The
-__ Commission intends to conclude its investigation
0D shortly. In the absence of any materials from you,the Commission will have to decide whether to take

further action solely on the basis of information
available from other sources.

If you have any questions regarding this matter,
please call Marybeth Tarrant, the staff member assigned
to this case, at 202-523-4175.

S4'i rely,/ . .

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

vi



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K STREET N.W
WASHINCTON.D.C. 20463

June 28, 1979
CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

John Adams
7170 Wilson Street
Hollywood, FL 33024

Re: MUR 967

Dear Mr. Adams:

On May 31, 1979, you were sent notification
that the Commission was conducting an investigation
of alleged violations of the Federal Election Campaign
Act of 1971, as amended, by you. You were also"
notified that you had a reasonable opportunity to
demonstrate why no action should be taken against you.

while we note your phone call of June 4, 1979,
as of this date, we have not received a written response
expressing your view of the alleged violations. The
Commission intends to conclude its investigation shortly.
In the absence of any materials from you, the Commission
will have to decide whether to take further action
solely on the basis of information available from
other sources.

If you have any questions regarding this matter,
please call Marybeth Tarrant, the staff member assigned
to this case, at 202-523-4175.

Sin Kely,°

William . Oldaker
General Counsel
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K SIREET N.W
WASHINGTON.D.C. 20463

May 31, 1979

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Flora Patricia Crane
785 W. Dayton Street
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33315

Re: MUR 967

Dear Ms. Crane:

Based on information ascertained in the normal course
of carrying out its supervisory responsibilities, the
Federal Election Commission has found reason to believe
that you may have violated certain provisions of the
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the
Act").

Specifically it appears that in making loans of $7,700
to John Adams or to the Committee to Elect John Adams,
you have violated 2 U.S.C. S 441a(a) (1) (A) which limits
such contributions to a maximum of $1,000. While we have
been advised that the loans were repaid, the Act was
violated when the excessive loans were made.

We have numbered this matter MUR 967.

Under the Act, you have an opportunity to demonstrate
that no action should be taken against you. Please submit
any factual or legal materials which you believe are relevant
to the Commission's analysis of this matter. We request
that we be provided with copies, front and rear, of the
checks used to effect this transaction. In addition, describe
the circumstances surrounding this loan and its terms,
conditions, and purpose. Provide us with a copy of any loan
agreement and the Qc..te on which the loan was made. In connection
with any repayment of the loans, set out the dates and amounts,
and identify the person or entity who provided the repayment.
Wiiere appropriate, statements should be submitted under oath.
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Page 2
Letter to: Flora Patricia Crane

The Commission is under a duty to investigate this
matter expeditiously. Therefore, your response should
be submitted within ten days after your receipt of this
notification.

If you have any questions, please contact Marybeth
Tarrant, the staff member assigned to this matter,
at 202/523-4175.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance
with 2 U.S.C. Section 437g(a) (3) (B) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the investigation
to be made public.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please have such counsel so notify us in writing.

Sincer Zy,

William C. Maker
General Counsel
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Flora Patricia Crane
785 W. Dayton Street
Fort Lauerala, FL 33315

Re: MR 967
N Dear Ms. Cranes

Based on information ascertained in the n~rmal course
of carrying out its supervisory responsibilities, theFederal Election Commission has found reason to believe
tat you May have violated certain provisions of the
Federal ZEction Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ('"the
Act").

Specifically it appears that in making loans of $7,700to Jolm Adams or to the Committee to Elect John Adams,
you nave violated 2 U.S.C. 5 441a(a) (1) (A)fthicn limitssuch contributions to a maximum of $1,000. While we have
been advised that the loans were repaid, the Act was
violated when the excessive loans were made.

We have nurbered thiammatter MUR 967.

Under the Act, you have an oppottunity to demonstrate
that no action should be taken against you. Please a braitany factual or legal materials which you believe are relevant
to the Conmission's analysis of this matter. We requestthat we be prwvided with copies, front and rear, of the
checks ased to effect this transaction. In addition, deseribethe circxnastances surrounding t.is loan and its terms,conditions, and purpose. Provide us with a copy of any loanagreement and the data on which the loan was made. In connect-
with any rapayment of the loans, set out the dates and amounts,ui ideatify the person or entity who provided the repayment.Waere appropriate, statements should be submitted under oath.
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Page 2
Letter to: Flora Patricia Crane

The Commission is under a duty to investigato this
matter expeditiously. Therefore, your response should
be submitted within ten days after your receipt of this
noti fication.

If you have any questions, please contact ?arybeth
Tarrant, the staff member assigned to this matter, at 202
at 202/523-4175.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance
with 2 U.S.C. Section 437g(&) (3)(B) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the investigation
to be made public.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please have such counsel so notify us in writing.

Sincerely,

William C. Oldaber
General Consel
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K SIREET N.W
WASHINCTON.D.C. 20463

May 31, 1979

CERTIFIED 4AIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

John Adams
7170 Wilson Street
Hollywood, FL. 33024

Re: MUR 967

Dear Mr. Adams:

Based on information ascertained in the normal
course of carrying out its supervisory responsibilities,
the Federal Election Commission has found reason to
believe that you may have violated certain provisions of
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended
("the Act").

Specifically it appears that by accepting $7,700
in loans from your mother which you then transferred
to your committee, you violated 2 U.S.C. S 441a(f). This
section of the Act prohibits the acceptance of contributions
in excess of $1,000. See 2 U.S.C. S 441a (a) (1) (A) . While
you have stated that the loan was repaid, the Act was
violated when the excessive loan was made and accepted.

We have numbered this matter MUR 967.

Under the Act, you have an opportunity to demonstrate
that no action should be taken against you. Please submit
any factual or legal materials which you believe are relevant
to the Comnission's analysis of this matter. Additionally,
please submit answers to the following questions. Where
aQurooriate, statements should be submitted under oath.

i. Describe the facts and circumstances surrounding
the making of these loans to you by Flora Patricia

Crane. Specifically, please advise us of the date,

.. - purpose, terms, and conditions of these loans and
provide us with copies of any loan agreements.
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Page 2
Letter to: John Adams

2. Please advise us of the purpose, terms, and
conditions of your loans to the committee and
provide us with a copy of the loan agreements.

3. Please provide us with copies, front and rear,
of the checks used to effect your loans to the
Committee.

4. In connection with any repayment of these loans,
please provide us with copies, front and rear,
of the checks used to make such payments. If
such repayment check was from the committee,
please advise us of this fact.

In connection with these questions, we have already
reviewed your Sept. 20, 1978 letter to Edmund L. Henshaw,
Clerk of House of Representatives, and your Feb. 12,

o the Commission's staff.

ssion is under a duty to investigate this
tiously. Therefore, your response should be
n ten days after your receipt of this noti-

any questions, please contact Marybeth
f member assigned to this matter,

ill remain confidential in accordance
ion 437g(a) (3) (B) unless you notify
riting that you wish the investigation

o be represented by counsel in this
such counse so notify us in writing.

SiLnce ely,

William Oldaker
General Counsel
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John Adams
7170 lilson Street
Hollywood, FL. 33024

Ret MR 9.67

Lear Ar. Adams:

Based on information ascertained in the normal
course of carrying out its supervisory responsibilities,
te Federal Election Commission has found reason to
believe that you may have violated certain provisions of
the Fedeaal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended
("tnIe Act").

Secifically it appears that by accepting $77700
in loans from your mother which you then transferred
to your comittee, you violated 2 U.S.C. S 441a(f). This
aection of the Act prohibits the acceptance of contrib4tion

in excess of 11,000. See 2 U.S.C. 5 441a(a)(1)(A). While
yoa have stated that the loan was repaid, the Act was
violateu when the excessive loan was made and acoeoted.

4e have numbered this matter MUR 967.

Under the Act, you have an opportunity to demonstrate
that no action snould be taken against you. Please submit
any faCtual or legal materials which you believe are relevant
to the Corimission's analysis of this matter. Additionally,
?leasa submit answers to the following questions. Where
appropriate, statenents should be submitted under oath.

1. describe the facts and circumstances surrounding
the making of these loans to you by Flora Patricia
Crane. Specifically, please advise us of the date,
parpose, terms, and conditions of these loan and
.r vide us with copies of any loan agreements.



Page 2
14tter tot John Adams

2. Please advise us of the purpose, terms, and
conditions of your loans to the Committee and
provide us with a copy of the loan agreements.

3. Please provide us with copies, front and rear,
of the checks used to effect your leans to the
Committee.

4. In connection with any repayment of these loans,
please provide us with copies, front and rear,
of the checks used to make such payments. If
such repayment check was from the committee,
please advise us of this fact.

In connection with these questions, we have already
reviewed your Sept. 20, 1978 letter to Edmund L. Henshaw,
Clerk of the Uouse of Representatives, and your Feb. 12,
1979 letter to the Commission's staff.

The Commission is ander a duty to investigate this
matter expenditiously. Therefore, your response should be
3ubiULted within ten days after your receipt of this noti-
fication.

If you have any questions, please contact Marybeth
Tarrant tho staff member assigned to thi3 matter, at 202/523-
at 202/523-4175.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance
witii 2 U.S.C. Section '37g(a) (3) (B) unless you notify
the Com-iission in writing that you wish the investigation
to be iade public.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please have such counsel so notify us in writing.

Sincerely,

illiam C. Oldaker
G-eneral Cow zisa.



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of )
MR 967

John Adam )
Coumittee to Elect John Adams )
Flora Patricia Crane )

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal

Election Commission, do hereby certify that on May 30, 1979,

the Counission determined by a vote of 4-0 to adopt

the following recommendations, as set forth in the

First General Counsel's Report dated May 23, 1979,

regarding the above-captioned matter:

1. Find reason to believe that Flora
Patricia Crane violated 2 U.S.C.
S441a(a) (1) (A).

2. Find reason to believe that John Adams
violated 2 U.S.C. S44la(f).

3. Approve the letters attached to the

above-named report.

Voting for this determination were Commissioners

Friedersdorf, Harris, McGarry, and Tiernan.

Attest:

Date
Secretary to the Commission

Received in Office of Commission Secretary: 5-23-79, 5:19
Circulated on 48 hour vote basis: 5-25-79, 9:00



May 23# 1979

MEMORANDUM TO: Marge Emmons

FROM: Elissa T. Garr

SUBJECT: MUR 967

Please have the attached First General Counsel's

Report on MUR 967 distributed to the COMMission on a

48 hour tally basis.

Thank you.
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REFER TO INSTRUCTONS ON REVERSE SIDE BEFORE C0OMPLETI.YC

REPORTS ANALYSIS REFERRAL SHEET

DATE ,.__-__7- 2!7_

"' TO:

THROUGH: STAFF DIRECTOR

FROM:

ANALYST Ron Krouse kA.

TEAI CHIEF Peter Kel ,r

COMPLIANCE REVIEW Carroll Bowen

ASSISTANT STAFF DIRECTOR FOR REPORTS ANALYSIS

CANDIDATE/COMMITTEE: Committee to Elect John Adams - FL/12

C- TREASURER: Diane Curtin

ADDRESS: 4485 Stirlinq Road
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33314

AFFILIATE(S): NONE

ALLEGATION(S):
Committee received a loan in excess
of the limits

CITE: ATTACHMENT(S)

2 U.S.C. 441a

MANNER IN WHICH REVIEW WAS INITIATED if other than normal review, AND DATE:

Infor-ational letter from Clerk of the House
q-/1 -7

ATTACHMENT



REPORTS: All reports within the dates listed below have received hnitial basic review. For al reports
reviewed, see Attachment 1I

PERIOD COVERED FROM 711/78- TO 8/30/78

TOTAL RECEIPTS S 15,629

CASH ONHAND S 3,118

TOTAL EXPENDITURES. S 14 ,089

DEBTS S 11,114

HISTORY:

RESULTS OF REVIEW: Committee inadequately responded to Clerk's ATTACHME.VT
letter on 9/20/78 prior to Commission review. The RTB Letter was #4
sent to the committee on 1/29/79. A response was received on 2/22/79. #5

f The committee has only reallocated the loan. No refund has been reported. #6

vr COMMUNICATIONS WITH CANDIDATEiCOMMITTEE:

-- Candidate John Adams spoke with Ron Krouse on 2/9/79

REASON(S) FOR REFERRAL:

Comriittee received a loan from the candidate's mother in excess
-4" of limits as per 2 U.S.C. 441a.

OTHER PENDING ACTIONS INITIATED BY RAD:

A TTA CHI-E.XT

A TTA CHJIE.\T

A TTA CHME.VT

OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION:

R \D Formn
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RFEDERAL ELECTION COMIS N

OF FICERAL ' [US IFIRST GEEAL couS t.1; ,n ,,

DATE AND TIME OF TRANSMITM 1
BY OGC TO CdMMISSION 23 _

SOURCE OF MUR:

RESPONDENT' S NAME:

RELEVANT STATUTE:

a9 M r nt

Tarrant

INTERNALLY GENERATED

John Adams,
Committee to Elect John Adams.
Flora Patricia Crane, Fort Lauderdale, Fl

2 U.S.C.-SS441a(a)(l) (A), 441a(f); 11 CFR S110.10(b)

INTERNAL REPORTS CHECKED: Public Records

FEDERAL AGENCIES CHECKED: None

GENERATION OF MATTER
1/

On May 7, 1979, the Committee to Elect John Adams (the "C0mittee")
,was referred to the Office of General Counsel by the Reports Analysis Division
(RAD) for receiving excessive contributions in violation of 2 U.S.C. 544la(f)
.see Attachment 1)

EVIDENCE

On their 10 Day Pre-Primary Report for 1978, the Committee reported the
jeceipt of two loans totalling $7,700.00 from a Flora Patricia Crane. A note
'ittached to this report stated that John Adams agreed to repay the total ...
from the Committee" and that the "...money is a loan to the Committee." The
note was signed by the candidate and Ms. Crane. (See attachment 2.) As these
loans appeared to be excessive contributions, an informational letter was sent
to the Commitee by the Clerk of the House. In response, the candidate, wrote
explaining that Ms. Crane was his mother and that he had borrowed $7,700 from
her to do with as he pleased. He further stated he decided to put the money
into his campaign with the understanding that he would pay his mother back
upon the sale of his house (see Attachment 3). In addition, Mr. Adams sent
in an amended report to reflect the fact that he and not his mother had loaned
the Committee the money. (see Attachment 4).

This response was deemed inadequate and the Commission, on January 29, 1979,
sent a reason to believe letter to the Committee stating there may be a violation
of 2 U.S.C. S441a.

1/John Adams, Democratic candidate for Congress from the 12th district of Florida,
Tost in the October 10, 1978 Runoff Election with 22,329 votes (46.8% of the
total votes cast).
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This letter prompted both a phone call and a written
response from Mr. Adams, who continued to maintain his posi-
tion. He further claimed that there has been no violation
of the law and that his mother had already been repaid. (see
Attachments 5 & 6).

Preliminary Analysis

Whether the loan was made directly by Ms. Crane to the
Committee or first to her son the candidate, and then by him
to the Committee, the dates of the transactions were well after
Mr. Adams had become a candidate. The loan, therefore, was in
excess of Ms. Crane's S44la(a)(1)(A) limit because the funds were
not the "personal funds" of the candidate "...at the time he be-
came a candidate." Section 110.10(b)(1) of the Commission's reg-
ulations. The fact that Ms. Crane is the dandidate's mother does
not except the contribution from the Act's limitations. AO's 1976-
26 and 1976-74.

The Commission should find reason to believe that Ms. Crane
and the candidate violated S441a, and direct questions to them
concerning these loans.

In addition, during review of the Committee's folder, this
-- office has discovered possible violations of S44lg by the candi-

date. As these violations are not part of this referral, the
matter is being referred to RAD for their handling. (see Attach-
ment 7).

Recommendation

1. Find reason to believe that Flora Patricia Crane violated
2 U.S.C. S44la(a) (1) (A).

2. Find reason to believe that John Adams violated 2 U.S.C. S441a(f).

3. Approve the attached letters.

Attachments

1. Referral
2. I.O.U. signed by Adams and Crane
3. Letter from Adams dated 9/20/78
4. Amended report
5. Telecon
6. Letter from Adams dated 2/12/79
7. Memorandum
8. Proposed letters
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ADDRESS. 4485 Stirlin Road
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33314

AFFLLUTE(S): NONE

ALLEGATION(S):
Co.mittee received a loan in excess
of the limits

CITE:

2 U.S.C. 441a

ATTACHMENT(S)

02

IANNE R IN WHICH REVIEW WAS LNITIATED if other than normal review. AN D DATE: q-/J- 7?
Infornational letter from Clerk of the House ATTACHMENT

#3
..... .. ... ......... .... ,..... ..... .. .. ... ... ... .......... ...... .. ..... .. . . ... . . ... ..

REPORTS: Al reports within the dates listed below have received initial basic review. For all reports
reviewed, see Atauchment 1.

PERIOD COVERED FROM 711178 TO 8/30/78

TOTAL RECEIPTS S 15,629 TOTAL F.PENDrITRES S 14,089

CASH ON H.LND S 3,118 DEBTS S_11 1 1 4

HISTORY:

RESULTS OF REVIEW: Committee inadequately responded to Clerk's A TTAC.9/1EVT
letter on 9/20/78 Prior to Corrission review. The RTB Letter was #4
sent to the committee on 1/29/79. A response was received on 2/22/79. #5
The committee has only reallocated the loan. No refund has been reported. 6

CO. MMLNICA.OS \IITH C.XDIDATE.CONIMMITTEE: .4 77-iCl.E. "% T

Candidate John Adams spoke with Ron Krouse on 2/9/79 07

REASON6S FOR REFERRAL.

Cotittee received a loan from the candidate's mother in excess
of limits as per 2 U.S.C. 44 1a.

OTHER PENDING ACTIONS INITiATED BY LAD

OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION:

REFCtR TtsM70 V RE VER 551K KPOROM#A4G

REORTS#A.144ySI" EERA HE

DATE 617- 21 ANALYST fon Kros A.

TO: TEAm4CHIF toterF Aell ir.199

THOUGH: STAFF DIRECTOR COMPLIANCE REVIEW CarrollSa

FROM: ASSISTANT STAFF DIRECTOR FOR REPORTS AAYI

CANDIDATE/COMMITT.E: Committee to Elect John Adams - FL/12

TREASURER: Diane Curtin

,4 TTA CHIE.\ 7

.. 4 TTACH.iE.V
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FEDERAL FLECTION COMMISSION
COMMITTEE INDEX OF ISCLOSURE DOCUMENTS - (C)

COMMITTEE [POCUMEN r

1JIf. 1MR79:PAGE

HOUISE

RFCEIPTS ExrENDITURES # OF HICROFILM
PRIMARY GENERAL PRIMARY GENERAL COVERAGE DATES PAGES LOCATION

COMMITTEE TO FLECT JOHN ADAMS TO CONGRESS
1977 STAlEMENT OF ORGANIZATION
1978l STATEMENT OF ORGANIZATION- AMENDMENT

SiA[EMENT IF ORGANI/A[IIN-- AMENDMENT
1977 0(-I()I.Ef%" 10 OUARTERLY

YVAN' ENT' REPORT
YEAR END REF'ORT
YEfAR END ROF'ORT
YEAR ENl REPORT

1970 APRIL 10 IJARIERLY
F00(U-Lsr FOR ADDI rIONAL
APRIl. 10 OUARTERLY
APRIL 10 (I.ARTERLY
10 DfAY F'Rr-F'RIMARY
10 [AY PRE-fRIMARY

10 DAY FRE-PRIMARY
RELIEST FOR AD!' lf IOtJAL
10 lAY PRE-FRIMARY
10 PAY PRE-PRIMARY
10 [lAY f'RE-RIJNfJEF
10 DAY PRE-RIINOFF
10 [AY f[RE-RUNOFF
30 DAY POST-PRIMARY
30 [AY F'OSI'-F'RIMARY
30 DAY P'St-RIINUF F

.111 Y 10 0UARfLRLY
REOLIEST FOR ADDIlIONAL
JU.Y 10 (1tARTERLY
JULY 10 QUARTERLY
JULY 10 OUARTERLY
YEAR ENE, REPORT

3A - POSTCARD

- AMENUMEN'T
- AMENDMFUI

- AMENDMENT

INFORMATION
AMENDMENT

- AMENDMENt

- AMENDMEN!
- AMENDMEN1

INFOPMATION
- AMENDMENT

-- AMENDMENT

- AMENDMENT
- AMENIMENT

- AMENDMENT

INFOPMATION
- AMENDMENT
- AMENDMENT

- AMENDMENT

TOTAL.

1 779

1,769
I,769

130

130
130

1sv629

15,629

4,677
4,677
2,310
3,077

4,000
4,000
4,000

33,543

684"

" - -- 2 2 1
221

684
684
84"

798
798

14,089

14,089

7,528
4,514
4,514
2,983
2,408

2,837
2,637
2,837

33,433
320
328

2DEC77
IFEB76
2JUN78
1JUL 77
4JUL77

4JUL77
4JUl.77
1JAN78
IJAN78
1JAN78
IJAN78
I JJI78
1JUI.78
1JUL78
1 JUL 78
1 JUL 78
1JUL 78
30AU078
30AUG70
30AU078
24SEP78
24SEP78
3OCT78
1APR78
IAPR78
IAPR78
1APR78
IAPR78

25OCT78

-30SEP77
-31DEC77

-31lDEC77
-31DEC77
-31MAR78
-31MAR78
-31MAR78
-31MAR78
-30AUG78
-30AJ078
-30AUG78
-30AUG78
-30AUG78
-30AU078
-23SEP78
-23SEP78
-23SEP78
- 20CT78
- 20CT78
-25OCT78
-30JUN78
-30JUN78
-30JUN78
-30JIJN70
-30JUN78
-31DEC78

41
2
1
4
2

1
6
4
1
1

13
I
5
3
6

7
4
1
7
2
7
6
1
7
3
1
4

111

ID# C00082784
77HSE/127/1904
78H"E/130/0671
78HSE/138/2246
77HSE/127/1532
78HSE/129/5037
78MSE/138/2246
78HSE/142/1251
78HSE/143/1839
78HSE/134/0898
78FEC/075/5474
78tSE/142/1256
78HSE/143/1845
7811SE/145/0759
78HSE/146/1158
78ttSE/146/1141
78FEC/091/4717
78HSE/155/0375
79HSE/162/2865
78HSE/146/2021
78HSE/152/4680
7811SE/155/0372
78HSE/154/2626
78HSE/155/0373
78HSE/154/2633
78HSE/142/1053
79FEC/116/3574
78HSE/142/1295
79HSE/143/1840
7SHSE/155/0381
79HSE/162/2071
TOTAL PAGES
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Attached are corrections to rr/ Septcrber 2nd report (0719.3) .
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the loan.AAA

Flora Patricia Cama.e -is .rther - I borr.ed-7.7000
frc_, her to co ,ith as I please. I c.ose to put it "n te c--
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MEMORANIDUM: FOR FILES

R ~ ELECON

FROM: John Adaus

DATE: • 2/9/79

NAME .OF COMMITTEE: John Adams Campaign Cmte. FL/12

Mr. Adams is responding to the RTB letter re. the excess contribution
from his mother Flora Patricia Crane. Adams said that she advanced him $7,700
for living expenses during the campaign and he was to repay her from the money
he would receive from the sale of his house. I told him that he couldn't merely
amend his report by simply allocating the loan from his mother to himself, the
candiate, if in fact the mother loaned him the money for the campaign. Adams
seemed to feel that it is only a matter of interpretation, and no substantive
violation of the law has occup-ed. He will send in a letter detailing the

.~ circinmstances of the advance very shortly.

ANALYST: Ron Krouse
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K STREET N.W.
WASNGTON.DC. 20463

MEMORANDUM TO: Tom Haselhorst

THROUGH: Orlando B. Potter

FROM: William C. Oldaker

SUBJECT: Committee to Elect John Adams to Congress

This is to advise you that in the course of reviewing
the above named committee's folder, in relation to MUR 967,
this office has uncovered apparent cash loans from the
candidate to the committee, in violation of S 441g. Both
loans, totalling $1,434.75, are disclosed on the Committee's
April 10, 1978 Quarterly Report.

As these possible violations are not included in the
referral we now have on this committee, this matter is
being referred to your Division for appropriate action.
Should you have any questions, please contact Marybeth
Tarrant (X34175) of this office.

f -l )%



FEDERAL ELECTIK COMMISSION
1325 K SIREET NW.
WASHINGTON.D.C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Flora Patricia Crane
785 W. Dayton Street
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33315

Re: MUR 967

Dear Ms. Crane:

Based on information ascertained in the normal course
of carrying out its supervisory responsibilities, the
Federal Election Commission has found reason to believe
that you may have violated certain provisions of the
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the
Act").

Specifically it appears that in making loans of $7,700
to John Adams or to the Committee to Elect John Adams,
you have violated 2 U.S.C. S 441a(a) (1) (A) which limits
such contributions to a maximum of $1,000. While we have
been advised that the loans were repaid, the Act was
violated when the excessive loans were made.

We have numbered this matter MUR 967.

Under the Act, you have an opportunity to demonstrate
that no action should be taken against you. Please submit
any factual or legal materials which you believe are relevant
to the Commission's analysis of this matter. We request
that we be provided with copies, front and rear, of the
checks used to effect this transaction. In addition, describe
the circumstances surrounding this loan and its terms,
conditions, and purpose. Provide us with a copy of any loan
agreement and the date on which the loan was made. In connection
with any repayment of the loans, set out the dates and amounts,
and identify the person or entity who provided the repayment.
Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under oath.

i%.~



Page 2
Letter to: Flora Patricia Crane

The Commission is under a duty to investigate this
matter expeditiously. Therefore, your response should
be submitted within ten days after your receipt of this
notification.

If you have any questions, please contact Marybeth
Tarrant, the staff member assigned to this matter,
at 202/523-4175.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance
with 2 U.S.C. Section 437g(a) (3) (B) unless you notify

oD the Commission in writing that you wish the investigation
to be made public.

If you intend to be represented by counsel -n this
matter, please have such counsel so iotify us in writing.

Sincerely,

William C. Oldaker

General Counsel
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K SIRFET NW.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

John Adams
7170 Wilson Street
Hollywood, FL. 33024

Re: MUR 967

Dear Mr. Adams:

Based on information ascertained in the normal
course of carrying out its supervisory responsibilities,
the Federal Election Commission has found reason to
believe that you may have violated certain provisions of
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended
("the Act").

Specifically it appears that by accepting $7,700
in loans from your mother which you then transferred
to your committee, you violated 2 U.S.C. S 441a(f). Thissection of the Act prohibits the acceptance of contributions
in excess of $1,000. See 2 U.S.C. S 441a(a) (1) (A). While
you have stated that the loan was repaid, the Act was
violated when the excessive loan was made and accepted.

We have numbered this matter MUR 967.

Under the Act, you have an opportunity to demonstrate
that no action should be taken against you. Please submit
any factual or legal materials which you believe are relevant
to the Commission's analysis of this matter. Additionally,
please submit answers to the following questions. Where
appropriate, statements should be submitted under oath.

1. Describe the facts and circumstances surrounding
the making of these loans to you by Flora Patricia
Crane. Specifically, please advise us of the date,
purpose, terms, and conditions of these loans and
provide us with copies of any loan agreements.



*Page 2
Letter to: John Adams

2. Please advise us of the purpose, terms, and
conditions of your loans to the committee andprovide us with a copy of the loan agreements.

3. Please provide us with copies, front and rear,
of the checks used to effect your loans to the
Committee.

4. In connection with any repayment of these loans,
please provide us with copies, front and rear,
of the checks used to make such payments. If
such repayment check was from the committee,
please advise us of this fact.

In connection with these questions, we have alreadyreviewed your Sept. 20, 1978 letter to Edmund L. Henshaw,Clerk of the House of Representatives, and your Feb. 12,
1979 letter to the Commission's staff.

The Commission is under a duty to investigate thismatter expenditiously. Therefore, your response should besubmitted within ten days after your receipt of this noti-
fication.

r If you have any questions, please contact MarybethTarrant the staff member assigned to this matter,
at 202/523-4175.

_This matter will remain confidential in accordancewith 2 U.S.C. Section 437g(a) (3) (B) unless you notifythe Commission in writing that you wish the investigation
to be made public.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in thismatter, please have such counsel so notify us in writing.

Sincerely,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K STREET N.W
WASHINGTON.D.C. 20463

May 23, 1979

MEMORANDUM TO: Tom Haselhorst

THROUGH:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Orlando B. Potter -

William C. Oldakf LA

Committee to Ele t John Adams to Congress

This is to advise you that in the course of reviewing
the above named committee's folder, in relation to MUR 967,
this office has uncovered apparent cash loans from the
candidate to the committee, in violation of S 441g. Both
loans, totalling $1,434.75, are disclosed on the Committee's
April 10, 1978 Quarterly Report.

As these possible violations are not included in the
referral we now have on this committee, this matter is
being referred to your Division for appropriate action.
Should you have any questions, please contact Marybeth
Tarrant (X34175) of this office.

gUTr00,V



TO:

THROUGH: STAFF DIRECTOR

FROM: ASSISTANT STAFF DIRECI
pAl

rOR FOR REt

TEAM CHIEF Peter Kell,

COMPLIANCE REVIEW Carrol l Bowen.t

EORTS ANALYSIS,. M 967

CANDIDATEJCOMMITTEE: Committee to Elect John Adams - FL/12

TREASURER: Diane Curtin

ADDRESS: 4485 Stlrllnq Road
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33314

rr AFFILIATE(S): NONE

ALLEGATION(S):
Committee received a loan in excess
of the limits

CITE: ATTACHMENT(S)

2 U.S.C. 441a

MANNER IN WHICH REVIEW WAS INITIATED if other than normal review, AND DATE:

Informational letter from Clerk of the House

DATE

REFER TP UCTIONS ON REVERSE SIDE ETG

REPORS ANALYSIS REFERRAL SEr

y- ?ANALYST Ron Krouse K
w - .

ATTACENENT



PMOiOI~ cov'kw PROM 7r ... . TO 8/301)78

TOTAL NRS TS 3,

CASHON HAND S 3,9118

TOTAL EXP N rIURts. S 14 -o_

DEBTS S ,11 0 1 4

HISMRY:

t' RESULTS OF REVIEW: Committee inadequately responded to Clerk's ATTACHMEVT
letter .on 9/Z078 prior to Co i.sslon rvtew. The RTB-Letter' was .'ro
sent to the committee on 1/29/79. A restponse was received on, 2/22179.

€,r. The committee has only reallocated the loan. No refund has been reported. #6

COMMUNICATIONS WITH CANDIDATE/COMMITTEE:

' Candidate John Adams spoke with Ron Krouse on 2/9/79

REASON(S) FOR REFERRAL:

Committee received a loan from the candidate's mother in excess
S of limits as per 2 U.S.C. 441a.

OTHER PENDING ACTIONS INITIATED BY RAD:

C' *,

~

A 7TACM'ENT

#7

A TTA CHMENVt

A TTA CHMENT

"It

OTlHkKR RE AIN I IN 1 Q MA I IN:

RAD Form I
August 1978

• . . ( , ) .. . . .. .. - . ... ..

S reeed, fl t1W 1 I l . bel.. have received initial basic review. For ad repbvu
reviewed, see Attachment I.

A
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMISSION
COMMITTEE INDEX OF DISCLOSURE DOCUMENTS - (C)

DArE 1NAR79
PAGE

HOUSE

COMMITTEE DOCUMENT RECEIPTS EXPENDITURES # OF MICROFILM
PRIMARY GENERAL PRIMARY GENERAL COVERAGE DATES PAGES LOCATION

------------------------------------------- ------------- ------------------------------------------------------------------------------

COMMITTEE TO ELECT
1977 STAIEMENT
1978 STATEMENT

STATEMENT

JOHN ADAMS TO CONGRESS
OF ORGANIZATION
OF ORGANIZATION- AMENDMENT
OF ORGANIZATION- AMENDMENT

1977 OCTOBER 10 QUARTERLY
YEAR END REPORT
YEAR EP REPORT
YEAR END REPORT
YEAR END REPORr

1978 APRIL 10 IUARTERLY
REoUcsr FOR ADDITIONAL
APRIL 10 OUARTERLY
APRIL 10 OUARIERLY
10 DAY PkE-PRINARY
10 DAY PR(E-PRIMARY
10 PAY PRE-PRIMARY
REOUEST FOR ADDITIONAL
10 DAY PRE-PRIMARY
10 DAY PRE-PRIMARY
10 DAY PRE-RUNOFF
10 VAY PRE-RUNOFF
10 DAY F'eE-RUNOFF
30 DAY POST-PRIMARY
30 DAY POST-PRIMARY
30 DAY POST-RUNOFF
JULY 10 OUARTERLY
REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL
JULY 10 OUARTERLY
JULY 10 QUARTERLY
JULY 10 OUARTERLY
YEAR END REPORT

3A - POSTCARD

- AMENDMENT
- AMENDMENT
- AMENDMENT

INFORMATION
- AMENDMENT
- AMENDMENT

- AMENDMENT
- AMENDMENT

INFORMATION
- AMENDMENI
- AMENDMENT

- AMENDMENT
- AMENDMENT

- AMENDMEN1

INFORMATION
- AMENDMENT
- AMENDMENT
- AMENDMENT

TOTAL

I ,77

1,769
1,769

130

130
130

15,629

l5,629

5,028
4,677
4,677
2,310
3,077

4,000
4,000
4,000

33,543

684

684
684
848

798
799

14,089

14,089

1-

7,529
4,514
4,514

2,983
2,409

2,837
2,837

2,837
221
221 33,433

<- 328
328

2DEC77
IFET87
2JUN78
IJUL77 -30SEP77
4JUL77 -31DEC77

4JUL77
4JUL77
1JAN79
IJAN78
IJAN78
1JAN78
1JUL78
1JUL78
1JUL78
1JUL78
IJUL79
1JUL78

30AIJ78
30AUG78
30AUG78
24SEP78
24SEP78
30CT79
1APR79
IAPR78
IAPR78
IAPR78
1APR78

25OCT78

-31DEC77
-31DEC77
-31MAR78
-31MAR70
-31MAR78
-31MAR78
-30AUG78
-30AU078
-30AUG78
-30AUG78
-30AUG78
-30AUG78
-23SEP78
-23SEP78
-23SEP78
- 20CT78
- 20CT78
-25OCT78
-30JUN78
-30JUN78
-30JUN78
-30JUN78
-30JUN78
-31EC76

4
1
2
1
4
2
5
1

6
4
1
1

13
I

5
3
6
1
7
4
1
7
2
7
6
17
3
1

4
111

ID# C00082784
77HSE/127/1904
781SE/130/0671
78NSE/138/2246
77HSE/127/1532
78HSE/129/5037
78HSE/138/2246
78HSE/142/1251
7BHSE/143/1839
79HSE/134/098
78FEC/075/5474
78#1SE/142/1256
78HSE/143/1845
7911SE/145/0759
70HE/146/1150
7811SE/146/1141
70FEC/091/4717
78HSE/155/0375
79HSE/162/2865
78HSE/I46/2021
78"SE/152/4690
7811SF/155/0372
70NSE/154/2626
78HSE/155/0373
7S11SE/154/2633
78HSE/142/1053
79FEC/116/3574
78HSE/142/1295
7ONSE/143/1840
70NSE/155/0381
79NSE/162/2871
TOTAL PAGES

I ~-' I~) ~ *II~ )1/~<
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ITEMIZED RECEIPTS ,-

Comn" --. _n (Contributions. Transfers. Contribution In-Kind. 6"i"
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E&-'nd L. Ilmshaw. •
Office of Records &.Pegistratim :-
1 .U.S. )k ~ "of lRepresematives
Washin ton. D.C. 20515

Dear .r. ,

" Attached are correctiaors to rv Septerber 2M re

;,-ch delete the o,-i to te .cocr.ittee by Flora Patr
* I t"hc the scr-ce of the = ye "s the proper v~Y
the loan.

. -, . C?

* 4'

,ort (071§&3) .

icia -Crmne.
to rport -

Flora Patricia CriPne -is .-: zther an I borred'S7.3(O.O0
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In reply pl eas er to 4WV/781111''

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W~WASI ONl.TOND.C. 20463

-N 2 29 January 1979

Diane Curtin, Treasurer
Committee to Elect John Adams
4485 Stirling Rd., Ste. 7
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314

Dear Ms. Curtin:

On September 14, 1978, you were notified by the Clerk of the
House of Representatives that certain entries in the 10 Day
Pre-Primary Report of Receipts and Expenditures filed by yourC' committee raised problems under 2 U.S.C. 441a.

We received a response from you on September 25, 1978, however, we
found your-response to be inadequate. Your failure to provide an adequate
response gives the Commission reason to believe that you may have committed
a violation of 2 U.S.C. 441a.

The Commission will take no action against you until you have had a
reasonable opportunity to respond to this letter. This response should
be mailed to the Commission within fifteen (15) days from the date of
this letter.

If you have responded to the above or you require additional infor-
mation, please contact Ronald Krouse, our Reports Analyst assigned to
you on our toll free number (800) 424-9530. Our local number is 523-4172.

S in ceril y,

Commi ss i oner

Certified Mail:
Return Receipt Requested



0
ANALYS

MEMORAIIDUM: FOR FILES

R a ELECON

FROM: John Adams

DATE: . 2/9/79

T: Ron Krouse

NAME .OF COMMITTEE: John Adams Campaign Cmte. FL/12

Mr. Adams is responding to the RTB letter re. the excess contribution
from his mother Flora Patricia Crane. Adams said that she advanced him $7,700
for living expenses during the campaign and he was to repay her from the money
he would receive from the sale of his house. I told him that he couldn't merely
amend1 his report by simply allocating the loan from his mother to himself, the
candite, if in fact the mother loaned him the money for the campaign. Adams
seem9d to feel that it is only a matter of interpretation, and no substantive
violation of the law has occu'red. He will send in a letter detailing the
circtumstances of the advance very shortly.
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T ehenicalchy
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M V M t e . H e r a n o- - •l e T e c h -n i ,d - t h a t I eo. . . Y r e - .Coler advance was nullif, d"c IY d rece led the
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--

Thank Yout

Ohn Adams
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
112S K SIRiEI NW
WSMGTON.D.C. 20461

THIS IS THE BEGIMItIING OF MUR

Date Filmed 701 Camera No. 2

Cameraman

I
l~..

, . •~

C.
4

,.

IA

1

Gko",


