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Thomas B. Curﬁla, 0) !

AL ornl Blection Commis Lo
wumngeon. ‘D. c. 3104%“3 k%

mmi 1!;-. Gurtis:

qu¢ont1y, I wrote your cpmmiasion 1n a letter dated 2/24/76 nuk;_ p

4 formal ruling on the:legality of President Ford's campaigning ) ”n °
an imcumbent President. Your ruling was that the subjeot matter was nnt :
within your jurisdiction, so.I am going to rephrase the complaint so tt :
falls within the mandated reasons for the F.E.C.'s existence.

Campaign funding and where these funds come from is your chief rolﬁdbv
8ibility so my officilal complaint is that I charge President Ford ani
his campaign committee with using goverrment funds from the U.S. Treas
sury to help promote President Ford's candidacy. That conatitutaa a
orime in anybody's language.

To be more specific I am speaking about the 10%13t10 support given.zhe
President when he embarks on a campaign trip. This support qnm111a ‘the
general cost of doing buainess, generally known as overhead ar an *in-
kind" contribution to candidates, and entails the salary of govermeht
personnel, cost of govermment equipment, - typewriters, stamps, copies,
telephone calls setting up reservations for the President's party, etc..
These efforts and materials represent substantial sums that should. be
charged against the President and not the taxpayer.

Since only about 20% of the voting population are Republicans, that

means that 80% of the voters,and more i1f you count non-voters yet tax-
paying citizens, are being ripped off everytime Ford campaigns. That
also means that your Commission has the direct responsibility to immed-
iately demand an accounting of these expenditures, secret or not.

Enclosed, is a recent press release, a copy of which was sent to Ron
Nessen at The White House to make sure The President was aware of my
allegations. He has not denied the charges so they must be true. This
release makes my viewpoint perfectly clear and I expect a formal answer
from your Commission which will be given to the Press.

If T am wrong I will be the first to apologlize publicly. If I am right,
the public has the right to know The President has had his finger in
the till while bragging about his honesty and integrity. That would
make him King Hypocrat, to coin a word.

The fingl three paragraphs of the press release deal with my refusal to
submit my monthly report of receipts anmd expenditures for a presidential
candidate to your office. This is a crime as stated in Title 2, sec. 441
of the F.E.C. manual. My refusal to comply sets a legal precedent but
Jeopardizes my candidacy, a risk I feel compelled to take for the sake
of Justice and for the nation. Please advise of your action?

Sincerely, pé) a%w FEDERAL twﬂ v appeSian

Ro. cotutna — EpICHAL 1o oY

San Ramon, CA 94583  GEFICE Gf boicent GUUNSEL
Phone ( 415 ) 8293382
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DY Hello PG ORI 0RD O@ES‘ME TWO T LLTOM DOLLARS
“ader the Vederal Wlcection Moumisalon rerulations, wit rresidential candidates
apre ceoented eanal uand arc to be “iven ecanal rxnxtu ard ooportunitiese That 1is
Loe implied mandute of the Mgl (.AﬁlquLty ant justice unler tie law for all

cuanvlidates e |8 Ag 30

4 erimo cun be defined asj an act forbldden ny luw, or, any arrravated offense
4 -uinst moralltys(debster's)

Jat do thene two stater 5 have in comuon? Tf we apply these standards to
rresisent Ford's uCthLtlev a3 a Cregldential cundidate, we must conclude that
ne mukes a lile out of the t'irst, and under the second, he becomes public enemy
+1 and should be locked behind barde.

"nmose are libelous statemenls to uke aralinl any man, iet alone our President,
nut bolh can be proven as facte J.et'ys cxamine the firste All W 7. members
must now be presidentlal appolntees. That mecang The President has the ~oppor-=
tunity to stack the curds in his favor, which is not the cuse for all other
nresigential candidates of -wihiich 7 am onee ™is is tne same us the Mafia
selectine their own Digtrict Attorney and Police Commlissioner so there goea

your equallity from the duy one of the F.li.C

nder the second or crimminual stutus above, "he President incurs very larse
exnenses wiienever he travels, either on business or as a candldate. By mixin-
business and campalgning he hau the opportunity to cnarse off his campalgning
expenses to business expepnpses and does soe All tne cogts of his advance and
security arrangements that must be made each time a tresident leaves Washing-
ton amount to very consideravle sums, probably some several millions of dolliars
over a campaign season. Host of these cousts are not revealed or charged arainst
campaiun expenses or to his leral political cumpalern committee as they relate
to Secret Service and other Drotective and operating costs which are not avail-
able for security reasonse.

Those monles are illegal stolen dollars, taxpuycrs' dollars from the U.S.
treasury and NOT dollars from your political checkoff on your tax return which
are belng siphoned off indirectly to selfishly promote only the Republican
Party and the President. These arc your dollars being used for thelr personal
saln and that is a crimninal ofiensee.
The President has just set us a lepnl nrecedent. e has demonstrated by eximple
thut it 1s now lepal and proper to use poverment nroverty and money for per-
sonal purposese. Persons w.o have been irrosecnted for simllar crimes are now
vardoned and all such cages pending are now volded. qual justice for all, so
says the President by his deeda(or is 1t the old double standaard).

urther, since T am un ofticial Presidential candidate just as Ford 18, T am
entitl®d to the same considerations under the law as he is with minor except-
ions. That means, tne Meuneral govermment or President Ford himself, owes me
rourhly two mlillion doilars or an amount equal to what he has already stolen
from the 17.9% treasury “to promote his own candlidacy over and above his legal
aeclured campuign 6xponses.

Tnvestirative reporters Woodward and Bernstelin tuke note. ilere is a 'cause
celepre" that could turn ont to be bigrer than Watervate and should merit your
neticulous scrutiny. Some newspauper should take up this crusade from here one.

“‘ne attached bll) for #i2,U00,UU0e0U to The Prosjdent will be turned over to a
lerritimate collection urency if he tails to nonor my cialme Falling that it
wili pe suomitted to the Justice Department for lerai actione.

One {inal matter that may also constitute Jrothergt@gfgi :“;ns +will be =7

re’usal to submit my monthly i'inauncial statement
Sormlisslion as required by law by all Predidentluln ﬁﬁﬁi

DFHLE GF BEHERAL COUNSEL

il The Presicdent's illegal cuampalen activities are alred and reconciled,

T intend to protest by withholding my reports be innin~ with my iay report
wricn is due vetweon June 1-10. T invite otacr Tndepeoniont candidates to
protest similarliy. “owever, 7 wli! continue to campai n and to be a Presiient=
ial candidate as vefore rigcht up to election day.

fction

“he next move 1s up to the Fedorul Tlectlon Tommission and The President ana
it should be interesting to gel tnelr reactlons to my proposals and allegationse

by "ReCo" for President P.0. Box 254 San Ramon, CA 94585




P.C. Box 234

.

San Ramon, CA 94583

Thomas B. Curtis, Chairman

The Federal Election Commission
1525 K Street N.We.

Washington, DeC. 20463

Att. Office of feneral Counsel
Rulemaktng Section
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San Ramon, CA 94683 April 30, O
President Gerald R. Ford
The White House

Washington, DeCe

Pay immediately, accoung past due -

Balance due 2,000,000 13

See press release
of April 30, 1976
for details.

The 13¢ has been
added to cover the
postage cost of

sending you this
. bill.




By CATHY TALLYN

” Times Staff Writer

S RAMON — Presidential hopeful
Richard Chandler Collins has sent Presi-
dent Gerald R. Ford a bill for
$2.000,000.13.

The $2 million is what Collins figures
the President has used in tax dollars to
progaate his campaign for re-clection.

%\s believes he’s entitled to an equal
ampemt.

The 13 cents is to reimburse Collins the
postage on the bill.

If Ford doesn’t hoMor the claim, Collins
threatens to turn it over to a collection

ageney and then the Justice Department.
The ‘independent candidate from San
Ramon will also stop sending financial
report$ as required to the Federal Elec-
tion Commission (I'EC) to protest Ford’s
campaigning, he said.

The 52-year old 'trongly

A $2 million campoaign bill for Ford

CC candidate wants postage, too

opposes Ford's
campaigning.”

This motey doesn’t come from funds
designated for campaigns by taxpayers
og their income tax forms and adminis-
tered by the FEC, Collins said.

“These monies are illegal stolen dol-
lars; taxpayers® dollars from the U.S.
‘Treasury ... which are being siphoned off
indirectly to sclfishly promote only the
Republican party and the President,”’
Collins said.

*“The President incurs very large ex-
enses whenever he travels, either on

usiness or as a candidate. By mixing
business and campaigning, he has the op-
portunity to charge off his campaigning
expenses to business expenses....

*All the costs of security arrangements
which must be made each time a presi-
dent leaves Washington amount to consid-
erable sums, probably some several

“mixing business and

millions of dollars over a campaign sea-
son.

_ ‘“*Most of these costs are not revealed or
=¢harged against campaign expenses or to

=Ris lcgal political campaign commit-
“tee...,"” Collins said.

4

i He questions whether it's legal for a

= Jpresident to use any tax dollars to cam-
-<paign or if there's a double standard.

= “Since I am an official presidential can-
" didate just as Ford is, 1 am entitled to the
.same considerations under law as he is

i:i‘_' with minor exceptions.

Lam

*“That means, the federal government
or President Ford himself owes me rough-
ly $2 million or an amount equal to what
he has already stolen from the U.S. trea- | |

to promote his own candidacy over
an above his legal declared campaign
expenses,” Collins said.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON.D.C. 20463

9 9 MAR 1976

Mr. Richard Chandler Collins
P. O. Box 234
San Ramon, California 94583

Dear Mr. Collins:

I have received your complaint of February 26, 1976,
with respect to President Ford campaigning. I have
reviewed your allegations and have concluded the Federal
Election Commission does not have jurisdiction over the
matters set forth. Accordingly, upon my recommendation,
the Commission has decided to close its files in this
matter and will proceed with no further investigation.

If further information comes to your attention which
you believe establishes a claim on matters within the
Commission's jurisdiction, please feel free to write and
apprise me of them.

Sincerely yours,

Qtenad: Jchn G. Murphys Jr.

John G. Murphy, Jr.
General Counsel




DATE AJD TIME OF REPORT: Marcl 18, 1976 12:00 noon/ ll MUR 096

3/1/76

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, D. C.

Complainant's Name: Richard Chandler Collins
p

Respondent's Name: Gerald Ford

Relevant Statute: Unknown

Internal Reports Checked:

Federal Agencies Checked:

SUMMARY OF ALLEGATION

The President has a duty to serve the people under his oath of

of fice. Political campaigning dilutes his ability to serve the

people and is in conflict with his sworn oath.

PRELIMINARY LEGAL ANALYS&S

vo jurisdiction.

RECOMMENDATION

_Close file. Send attached letter.

Date of Next Commission Review:




February 24, 3, ED
FEDERAL ELECTION . "
COMMISSION

Federal Eleoction Commission
Office of G;:a::l Counsel - ™M\
Rulemaking Section $AI. W) :
1325 K Street N.W. 76 P50 A9 31
Washington, D.C. 20463

Dear Sirs:

There is a matter of great significance and import that

should be brought to your attention. As a Commission that is
constituted for the sole purpose of keeping the federal elect-
ion system free from corruption and equally just for all con-
tenders, I believe this matter should be given very serious
consideration if the Commiasion 1s to fulfill its obligation.

The matter referred to is the political campalgning of the
President of The United States and if he has the right to en-
gage in this activity.

His campaigning may seem proper if viewed in retrospect but
since the formation of your Commission which has as its ex-
pressed intent the purpose to assess and rectify past injus-
tices and abuses, this area of Presidential involvement in the
political procéess should be scrutinized and examined very care-
fully with an eye to imposing restraints and formulating regu-
lations to correct the injustices and inequities exposed.

You will find enclosed some papers that will give you a more
detalled view of my areas of concern. I have already moved in
the direction of corrective action on my own initiative but
your Commlssion has regulatory powers which I do not have amd
can, therefore, be far more effective.

This letter constitutes an official request, or complaint if
you like, for your Commission to look into the legalities and
the moral right of the President to use his position for any
purpose other than serving the nation, period. I am not against
his party acting on his behalf but for the President himself
to take any action whatsoever, 1s beyond the bounds of moral
propriety. Hls oath of office clearly states, in essence, that
he will lead and serve the people to tle best of his ability.
No matter how you cut it, political campaigning by the Presi-
dent himself, 1s in conflict with hls sworn oath.

As a courtesy to the President why don't you send him a copy
of my complaint. I have tried but cannot get through.

Sincerely, @ e g%

Richard Chandler Collins
g&{'C'AL SEa Independent Presidential Candidate
wovar CEY A RENTHA PR P.0. Box 234

Tk T ! = : : PR
4 ST Vo1 Phone (415)829-3382  {FFICIAL §ic oUPY
5 GFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL




y REASOI!'S WHY THE”wI‘DENT SHOULD NOT ENGAGMOLITICS

The President has many tough decisions to make which affect the livea
of mllions of peopolec. i3 judremont and abilities should not be
diluted or debllitated in any waye.

The Pfesident's job Is to run the country and serve the people and not
to serve vested interests. .

By dabblinr In politics The President mlsreoresents my interestse.
The Republicans are not the party of my choice.

"he Pres’dent is serving his own ends wlth my money.

“he Yresident is takinc liberties which are not his to take which
constitutes a betrayal of public trust.

Tt 33 not befittincg the stature of the rrecidency to demean its
nnsition by catering to the pettiness of wolitics. The office of the
Presidency should be devoted to what 1s best for the country and not
what is best for the President.

o use the power and facilitics of the Presidency for personal gain is
rmorally wrong and 3hould not be condoned.

t is unfair to other volitical candidates te comnet® with the Presfdernt
on eqnal termse '1s nositien a2allows him unlindited resources to pro-
rnote his own candidacy and that of verty embers. This aspect cf the
“resicency shouldé be referred to tae ‘ederal *lection Cormpiission
Ior IMrther study and weitten into the new campaicn lawse.

Tany Presidenticl deecisions are now baged on how actlions will affect
votes. Tven appcintments to key nositions are not ziven wholly on
nerit or ability but are a trade-~cff for volitical expedlency to
appaase party factions or te gain votes.

The oprortunity for corrupntion amd favers tnherent i "»slayinc politics"
g ould be divorced from the hiich office of the Presidency. There is
far too much at stulie without adding temptaticns to nls problems
which he may, or may not, be able to handle.

‘he fact that 1t hus been accepted vractice for Presidents to engege in
onlities In the »ast dres not change the fact thut 1t is still merally
wron-. Richard “ixon was forced te resign from office Tor improper
vse of presidentisl onower. ‘re Word is zuilty cof the same offense
but in a different way, out guilty nonetheless. lre Adnaew also re-
mernbers the truth of that statement. The vast 33 not a true guicdee

n gurmary, all of the above reusons, collectively, jeopardize a President!'s
lead~rshlp canacllitles, hence, »nresldential leadersnip nnd cbility cann
he exannted fullv,or henestly 2ods1ied,as8 sworn to by his nath of office.

"hat leaves us with the oucstion, which is it to be; a2 restralining order
to ccase and desist, or lmpeachment??? Tt must be one cr the other.

FEDERA "(2
ﬁ‘;?'g; &. ?i‘ u-sﬂ {

QFFICE OF BENEVM Lﬁuhoﬂ




IMPEA(” T Why 1t must be 1mpo»'.

To call for the impeachmeni of the President 1is a serlous amd drastic
gtep to take and should not be undertaken untll losas traumatic solutions
have been consldered amnd triled.

During the lust month I have undertaken to initlate a lesser action than
impeachment that would make the President accountablo for his actions,,
but to this date I have been unsuccessfule.

sly main thrust has been to try to persuade my Congressman and my Senators.
to draw up & congressional bill to make it 1llegal for the Prosident of
The United States to erlzage in political campaigninge T have written
several additional Senators who think along the same lines concerning
Presidential accountablility.

Since due process through my congressional representatives has not been

honored, or even acknowledged, then, I feel, that I now have the legal

right and the responsibility to seek, and to ask others to seek, the im-

neachment of President IFord on the grounds that he has failed to uphold
~ and honor his Oath of 0ffice and has made a mockery of the Presidential

office by his ceaseless and noedless travel and conilnual public cam-

C paigninge. This nation needs a President who will attend to the nation's
.~ buslness and not jet around tho country like a sell-indulgent playboy.

? The dignity and the respect of the highest office 1In the 1and is being
.~ nrostituted and falling into disrepute. President Ford's leadership can-
not be honored or respected if he fails to show leaderBhip qualities.

- Foing a ®clown" and a "ham" for the plaudlts of the crowd, cannot, under

__ any set of circumstances, he accepted as leadership capablilities.

. There 1s yet another, moro serious facet of his campaigning trips which
must be conslidered. That 1s the matter of assassination. It almost seens

~tha% his own campaign comnittee, 13, by design, playing a game that
should be entitled"now tn catch an assassin". The method being used is

-~ to dangle a President out as balt and to see if an assassin will strike.
I1f an agsassin falls to expose nimself then it 1s only fair to give the

™.assassin another chancoe by taking another political trip and publishing

~ the ltinerary and malking public statements through the media on how

‘Tdifficult it is to furnish stro and effective security measurese To
make sure he tukes the bhait the information is given on Ford's proclivity
to plunge into the crowds to "press the flesh" as he 30 qualntly puts ite.

/e can be certain, that on some future occasion, the assassin will take
the dare and we will have won our game, but of course, we will be minus

a President. We will then have to ask the question, who killed President
Forde? Was it his carmpaign comrnittee, his advisors$y, the Republican$ ?
¥a3 1t a plot by ltockefeller? He would then be President. How about Laird
and Rumsfeld? They stand to gaine. The assassain was only the tool who
pulled the trigger but who set the stage, time and time again???

In all seriousness, these are valid and loglical questions that ahould be
asked now if the Presidont continues political campalgning.

These are the reasons why an impeachment threat must be made and initi-
ated to show Fresident "ord that we want a President who respects the
powey of his office to serve "we the people" and not juat sexrve President
Ford and his party. Goverment 3s supposed to be fnr and by the people
and not for self-serving politiclans. T

¥ L]
B




Presidential candidate wants campaign bill

SAN RAMON — Independ- to compromise and corruption
which weakens and degrades

ent presidential candidate

- Richard Collins has requested  his effectiveness to perform
Congressman Fortnéy H. his
-‘sp“-o m. m - s « ._. N g ]
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primary function.”

ol Jm—
s can-

control.”

the will of the people.”

But he added. ..=_M re-
straining order cannot be ex-
ecuted. then impeachment

must be considered.

€ollins' view is that the
extensive political campaign-
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out and brought down to “a
size we can understand 4nd

In his letter to Stark, Collins
went so far as to note, '] think
we _..nchu::vnwnsw!m
grounds, 4 restraining or-
der would be less harmful to
the country and make the
President more responsive to

ing. such as President Ford
has undertaken during his re-
cent “'working" vacation, dis-
tracts from his capabilities as
President.

Collins said in an interview
Saturday that by campaign-
ing, Ford cannot adequately
uphold his Constitutional
duties to “faithfully execute

and to the best of my ability, §
preserve, protect and defend” ( -Nnﬂl 16 POOL
: \
believes Ford is actuall FOR '4550.00 COMPLETRLY
w0 mSTAUDM208rS

the Constitution. He said he

stumping for the Republican §)
party. not necessarily na ()
tional welfare.

FOR MORE INFO

CALL 447.0934
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A US. president should not  Stalwarts, Collins said. j
become so deeply enmeshed _ Collins asked Stark to “of |
in partisan politics. GaF ficially take this matter under

consideration;” and advise

Ahimy: but party politics him what he (Collins) must do
should not be placed above to

national welfare, as he feelsis g

the case with Ford’s current -E

campaigning for Republican
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Federal Electlion Commission
0ffice of feneral Counsel
Rulemaking Section

1525 K Street N.We

Washington, D.C. 20463










