BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of )
) MUR 094 (76)

Chin Hwan Row, }
Korean National Assemblyman

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal Election
Commission, do hereby certify that on June 5, 1976, the Commission
adopted the recommendation of the General Counsel that it finds no
reason to believe that a violation of the Federal Election Campaign
Act, as amended, had been committed in the above-captioned matter.

Accordingly, the file in this case has been closed.
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REC'D:

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, D. C.

Complainant's Name: Referred by Commissioner Thomson on bagis aof
Washington Post Article dated February 29, 1976

Respondent's Name: Chin Hwan Row. Kore Nati )
Relevant Statute: 18 U.S.C. Section 613

Internal Reports Checked:  None

Federal Agencies Checked: House of Representatives InT'L Relati

Subcommittee

SUMMARY OF ALLEGATION

Respondent allegedly offered to make_cnnxxibntions_to_cgag;assmon_____—.
ato friendly to the interests of Korea The alleged activities oce 3

T ___in 1974, (See attached article from-theWashingten—20St, Feb. 29, 1976,

« for more details).

PRELIMINARY LEGAL ANALYSIS

(1) Tt was not unlawful-under Section 6l3 -at-the—time0f the alleged

for an individual foreign natiQnal_Jas_distinguished.ﬁ;om_an_agent—oi—a——
fgggjgn DJ:]'DGJ.]:E] - h t . lofi 3 in 22 U.s.Cc. § ti 611 (c))

are no facts to indicate Chin Hwan Row was ahything-more than-an-individual

foreign national.
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RECOMMENDATION L .
. O v

No reason to believe violation has occurred; for the reasons—stated,this

file should be closed.

Date of WJext Commission Review:




PRELIMINARY LEGAL ANALYSIS (cont.)

(2) The allegations in this MUR are currently being investigated
by the House of Representatives International Relations
Subcommittee. However, when staff checked with the Subcommittee,
we were unable to obtain any evidence of a more specific nature
than what was stated in the Post article. 1In particular, there is
no evidence that Row's alleged offers (or, for that matter, offers
that may have been made by other Korean nationals) were accepted

by federal officials.
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EB 29 1976

By Alaxine Cheshire
Washingta Peat Stafl Walter
Twice in the last
sears Korean national as

samblvaan Chin Hwan Row

has offeccd campaign contri-
Butions to U8 members of
Councress  friendly to his
countey, ’

~ Row, who attended the
Uriversity of Peansylvania
and vnce managzed the 1loli-
day Inn in Rosstyn, made a
““hlankel” offer to a White

© louse aide sonictime befove

- the Aug. 9, 1974, reslgnation
cof President Nixon to con-
tribute to anyonc in Con-

sross recommended by the .

., Nixoa administration, the
L former alde said iast week.

Row also madc a scparate
< offer

man said. :

Both offcrs wore turned

down, .
: Wiggins. a member of to
- ‘Jlouse Judiclary Committee,

¢ <aid last week that he had ¢

“always assumed Row made

!:ithe  .offec. o . him

-

two.

¥ “al least two ycars .
Cage” to Rep. Chatles T, Wige
ging (R-Calif.), the congress:

> “annocently,” e salt hé did
ot reenall the exact date of
, Row's offer. Wizgins said*®
‘' Row seemed surprised when

ean’s 1074, Gilt Offers ]

hie told him he thoushit that
such a contrlhuliun4\\'(ml(l

" e itlegal.

¢ gathered that the

moncy was not cominy from
“the (Korcan) goverament,

e told me he represented &
group In  Korca which
wanted o
Amcrican congressmen.”
Wiggins satd. i

Under Title 18, Scclion
613 of the U.S. Criminal

“Code, 1t is a violation for

“an agent of a forclin prin-
cipal, dirvcctly or through
any other person, either for
or on hehalf of such forelgn
princlpal®  knowlngly ! 10
make ‘“any contribution of

moncy or other thing of
- value, or promises exprossly
or implcdly to make any -
stch contribulion, in cons -

nection with an clection to

any political officc or 4n’
conncctlon with any pris
“ mary clection, conventlon or
caucus held 1o scleet candl-
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assist friendly

. butlon from any such agent,.. . s
pE 1 8genL5. - qpg . conversatidn’ with
of a forelgn principal: .;}.j.;,‘?".’f{." Row whs reported, Nidecker

“FEB 29 1976 |

or imprisonmept TB( not
more thanflve yenrge

It Rows was ndlhy bs 2

agent for g_{;:m,u K orea, -

such a ceatribygom2would

appear lozeome -uner the

Jaw's prosduibtior 1EHe was
offering the money=R8a his
_own, or foy-4 D 15)

;g + citlzens, hoy 10001 Tie

e pution wouldieihe BRgal.

: The Jaw SRCARCREd in

. 1975 to mindS2lo - any

ufarelgn  natlopal” .who
sdireetly or through 2any .
“other person” makes or,

promises to make campalgn

\Euad © contributions to any candi-

) X ".. s date for any political office..
. CIIIN IWAN ROW . & - John E. Nidecker, a for-

rolg Ryliday Inn ymer speclal assistant to
’?tﬁ z 9m oy :° ~.{ Nixon pud now a Washlng-
" ton consultant, confirmed

XN
1

el s (0 p’ollui:gl{' ‘:,t(. 1nst weck that Row came to

floed S s e i S eBHOUsS in 1074
1t also {s a violation for.- yith an offer to aid adminis-
any candldate  * 'who ' rattomapproved  congres.
“knowlngly sollelts, aceepts, . sional candidates ia the 1974
or recelves any such contrl [ eldetlon, .. .. . . .

',_\' ("'I\_\'.-' Ll :;\;.;Y‘?sf.\!_.;
& ) B X ,:

iy . T A0

o

" recalled, in memos o his su.
-4 ) porlors In tho \White lHouse
LR 10707 | and to tho Offica of Karean
3 B, A |, -Atfalrs at the State Depart-
S ment T W
;. &% No - dollar tmount was
*, quoted In the conversation,
I Nidecker sald, adding, “Row
¢* sald he wanted to help out
i with the clection of somé

i members of Congrcss.?'
i, *Row's offer o Nideeker
. was confirmed by the State
Department's . ranking KKo-

.

ere

g, Such Ylolatlons are pun. *
4 ishablc hy.$3Q00 fines and/".

‘paan oxpret at -that time, ;

Ponald Ranard,- -

Ntanard, who rellred in i _‘f't -‘

1974, was dispatched by ihe -
State Deparciment to the |
White
Row's overture - With
decker, "¢ ¢ Tk ]
- Nidecxer £aid lie met Row .
throuzh the Natiornal Prayer
Rreakfasts that the Presie
dent is invited to attend

N
. ]
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- cach year. “I still sce him,

in lacger groups,” Nidecker.
said of Tow., “I ‘saw atm*
here just a week or 80 a2
far the prayer Lreakfast.
But I never had him back 2o

-the White Ieusc after that,

not cver. while Ford was
Prosident..” said Nidecker,
who resigned .frem the .
Vhite House last Juls. - ¢
Nidecker, who reslgned
from the White Housc list
July; has heen questionctl
about Row recently ‘b¥ia.
etaff aide to Rep., Donald JL -

. Fraser ; -(D-Mien), < whis2

Tlouse International Rela.

" tions Subcommittee i3 plats -
“ping hearfngs next menth’
“+ that will focus,

in part, on -
the attempts of the South.
Korcan gtovernment Lo luflu- -
cnce U.S. clections. = ©- 2 .e¢

Ttow, who worked here.for -
Hollday Inns from 1085 to’
1009, was the president of
the Korean Resident Assocl:,
atlon for the Greated Wash.
{npton Area when he was
called home in 1970 to. be-

_come a member of the Xo-

rean Natlonal Assembly.
Row, 47, makes “three of

four tzips a year” t0 \Vazh-

ington, accerding to Ranard.

1louse fo- dlisenss '.,{_,.-
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

Commissioner Vote Tally Sheet: 6/76
Stasbler
Alikens
Memo to the file from Spiegel, 5-17-76
Memo to the File from Spiegel, 3-5-76

The above-described material was removed from this
file pursuant to the following exemption provided in the
Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. Section 552 (b):

(1) Classified Information (6) Personal privacy

(2) Internal rules and (7) Investigatory
practices files

(3) Exempted by other (8) Banking
statute Information

(4) Trade secrets and Well Information
commercial or (geographic or
financial information geophysical)

Internal Documents

Signed !;;!g !5! !!E‘!K!!g

date \O , d ,'}Q/

FEC 9-21-77




