5 APR 1276

Ms. Sandra J. dammany
125 dampnill Straet
Pittsburgnh, Penasylvania 15214

dDoar is. Harmany:

Tuis is in response to your letter of February 13,
1976, complaining that payment of Presidential Primary
iMatening Fuads to Cllen McCormack "is a blatant parversion
of the intent of the Fund." I have reviewed your allega-
tions and have concluded that there appesars to be no legal
basis unda2r tha Fedaral Llaction Campaign Act of 1971, as
sibad Sl ESEISE Nt ansseictiiaalitih st Qs alsaiigsne izanif i liaits
is not entitlsd to matching funds. Accordingly, upon my
recommendation, the Commission has closed the file in this
matcter.

If further information comes to your at:tention which
youa balieva establishes a violation of th2e Act, please do
not hasitate to contact us. The attorney who was assigned
to this matter was Andrew Atany (Telephone o. 202-332-4055).

Sinceraly yours,

LaEca D,

John G. YMurnhy, Jr.
Ganeral Couns=l

at 4/1/76 Corun.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, D. C.

Complainant's. Name: Sandra J. Harmany

Respondent's Name: Ellen McCormack C d
Relevant Statute: 26 U.S.C. §§9033, .9034 and 9041
_ Internal Reports Checkead: g

~» rederal Agencies Checked:

. SUMMARY OF ALLEGATION

3 : mdidare whose
i Disbursement af Matchung Funds to a candidate whose sole

0
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. purposz is to promnoce 4a viewpolnt on a single 1ssue violate

__purpose of fund.
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PRELIMINARY LEGAL A?ALXS&S

The Commission lacks enforcement authority- over Chapfpr 96 ;

v

complainant's remedy lies under -26-U.S.C.—-59041

In any event.,

“there appears to be no legal basis

for the assertion that a single

issue candidate is not entitled to

matching funds.

enTEl
sarhal Chuatin:

YECOMMENDAY TON

Close file; forward attached letter.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

COMMISSIONER _Joan D. Aikens MUR NO. oga( 7e)

l. Re Counsel's Recommendation:
APPROVE (V1
HOLD { 1]

ABSTAIN {1

Re Correspondence Proposed:
APPROVE [V
HOLD [ ]

ABSTAIN [ ]

DATE: 3‘3; ’3@ m
(/ Signature

ABSTENTION STATEMENT:

(Forms to be returned to Patty Clark)

WECay, 1,




AW
_‘RNAL REFERRAL

FROM AUDIT AND INVESTIGATION DIVISION

STEPHEN SCHACHMAN
NFROM: MICHAEL HERSHMAN

““DATE OF REFERRAL: FEBRUARY 19, 1976

TPURPOSE:  LEGAL STAFF IS TO RESPOND TO THIS LETTER.
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125 Hemphill Street

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 1521)4
February 13, 1976

Federal Election Commission
Washington, D. C.

Gentlemen:

I have just completed my Federal lncome Tax return for this year and,
contrary to my practice in previous years, I have not checked off $1

for the Presidential Election Campaign Fund. Frankly, I'm sorry that
I ever did!

This is specifically because of my very strong objection to the fund-
ing of the McCormack campaign, which is a blatant perversion of the
intent of this Fund. Articles in the PITTSBURGH CATHOLIC, official
newspaper of the Diocese of Pittsburgh, unequivocably quote McCormack
campaign personnel as stating that the sole reason for her candidacy
is to secure the political advertisement broadcasting rates to promote
an anti-abortion viewpoint,

Unless this abuse of the Fund is stopped at its inception, clearly

in the future we shall have a plethora of candidates adopting just

that same stance. I might add that, having an equally strong view-

point in opposition to Mrs. McCormack & Friends, that I'll certainly
work towards achieving Federal funding for a candidate of my choice.

Can you imagine ... an anti-gun control candidate, a negative population
growth candidate, a pro-abortion candidate, a KKK candidate, ad infinitum.

1'd rather hate to see this happen, but it will unless we stop it now.
Let's use the Presidential Campaign Fund for the purposes it was in-
tended, or discontinue it totally.

Please consider this letter my formal complaint against funding of
the McCormack campaign and advise me as to whether any investigation
will be undertaken.

Sincerely,

i) ) /‘D/*wmyﬁ

Sandra J. Harmany
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Federal Election Commission

Washington, D.C.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

ﬁ//zé/ G AH, £ e

The above-described material was removed from this
file pursuant to the following exemption provided in the
Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. Section 552(b):

(1) Classified Information (6) Personal privacy
(2) Internal rules and (7) Investigatory

practices files

(3) Exempted by other (8) Banking
statute Information

(4) Trade secrets and Well Information

commercial or (geographic or
financial information geophysical)
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