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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

13125 K STRLET NW
WASHINGTON.DC. 2046}

December 8, 1978

J.H. Creekmore, President
Houston Endowment, Inec.
801 Texas Avenue

Houston, Texas 77002

Re: MUR 852(78)

Dear Mr. Creekmore:

I am forwarding for your information the enclosed
complaint which was received by the Commission.

The Commission has determined that on the basis of
the information in the complaint there is no reason to
believe that a violation of any statute within its juris-
diction has been committed. Accordingly, the Commission
intends to close its file on this matter.

Sincegely,

.
a. William C, Oldaker
g 2o General Counsel
L one
- Enclosure

Complaint
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 k SIREET N W
WASHINGTON DO W61

December 8, 1978

Robert L. Hutchings
201 Wilcrest #1407
Houston, Texas 77042

Re: MUR 852

Dear Mr. Hutchings:

The Federal Election Commission has reviewed the
allegations of your complaints dated November 6, and
November 9 and determined that on the basis of the infor-
mation provided in your complaint, there is no reason to
believe that a violation of the Federal Election Campaign
Act of 1971, as amended, ("the Act"”) has been committed.

Accordingly, upon my recommendation the Commission
has decided to close the file in this matter.

Should additional information come to your attention
which you believe establishes a violation of the Act,
please contact me. The file reference number for this
matter is MUR B52(78).

f e
L2

Sincerdly.,

william <. Oldaker
General Counsel



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

MUR 852
Houston Chronicle Publishing
Company

Houston Endowment Incorporated

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal
Election Commission, do hereby certify that on December 5,
1978, the Commission determined by a vote of 6-0 to adopt
the following recommendations, as set forth in the First
General Counsel's Report dated December 1, 1978, regarding
the above-captioned matter:

1. Find no reason to believe respondents
have violated the Act.

2. Close the file.

3. Send the letters attached to the above-
named report.

Attest:
f /’ / | L ’ i -"'"'
M‘-ﬂ Vv uw'%’ el il - rnt Al Al
Date df Marjorie W. Emmons

Secretary to the Commission

Received in Office of Commission Secretary: 12-1-78, 10:27
Circulated on 48 hour vote basis: 12-1-78, 2:30



790400830094

o ' b
F b ¥
- R n 4 - S
- Ly - .‘5_*.-._“
5 & .?" : 'I"_'_‘-"
alF 'l..'*. .ﬂ'l__.pi',.’
» AR

MEMORANDUM TO: Marge Bmmons T
FROM; Elissa 7. Garz .
SUBJRCT s MR 852 S

Please have the attached Pirst Gemeral Counsel's
Report on MUR 852 distributed to the Commission on a
:l hour tally basis.

Thank you.




. FEDERAL ELECTION COMMIS
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

4 |
~ FIRST GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT -
. AL | Al . z-ll
DATE AND TIME OF TRANSMITTAL .~ 1 478 MUR #_ 852
BY OGC TO THE COMMISSION W DATE COMPLAINT RECELIVED
BY OGC]11/13/78,11/14/78
. _ : STAFF MEMBER Tarrant
COMPLAINANT'S NANME: Robert L. Hutchings
RESPONDENT'S NAME: Houston Chronicle Publishing Company

Houston Endowment Incorporated

BELEVANT STATUTE: 2 U.S.C. §431(f)

TINTERNAL 3ZSCRTS CHECHED: None E

o
~FEDERAL AGZNCIES CHECXED: None
F
SUMIARY OF ALLEGATICSS
~

e Robert L. Hutchings, defeated Democratic nominee to the U.S. Congress

= from District Seven, Texas, submitted two notarized complaints dated

~-November 6, 1978 and November 9, 1978 respectively. He alleges that the
Houston Chronicle Publishing Company and Houston Endowment Incorporated

~ violated 11 C.F.R. 114.2(b) by issuing to the general public two
communications expresslv advocating the re-election of Bill Archer as

© Representative for U.S. Congressional District Seven. These communications,

.. according to the complainant, are prohibited expenditures. The complainant
adds that these communications did not clearly or conspicuously state
whether or not they were authorized by Bill Archer, nor do they state the
name of the person who made or financed the expenditures for these

communications which, according to the complainant, constitutes a violation
of 11 C,F.R. 110,11 (a}.,

PRELIMINARY ANALYSIS

Section 431(f) (4) (A) of the Act excludes from the definition of
expenditure, "Any news story, commentary or editorial distributed through
the facilities of any ...newspaver, ... unless such facilities are owned
or controlled by any political party, political committee, or candidate.”




-

@ “a > ®

Since the complainant does not include in his complaints any
allegations as to the political ownership or control by the Houston
Chronicle Publishing Company, nor is there any other indication that
such ownership or control exists, and the communications in gquestion are

clearly of an editorial nature, they cannot be considered expenditures
under the Act.

Therefore, 2 U.5.C. 441b (see also 11 C.F.R. 114.2(b)) prohibiting
corporate contributions does not apply. Accordingly, a statement as to
who authorized and financed these communications, as required in 2 U.S5.C.
441d (see also 11 C.F.R. 110.11(a)) would not be needed.

RECOMMENDATIONS
1. Find no reason to believe respondents have violated the Act;
2. Close the file:;

3. 5Send the attached letters.

ATTACHMENTS :

1. Complaints (2)
2. Froposed letters
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1325 K Street, NW. oL iv

Washington, D.C. 20463 AI 'HC-AH"-E”*- i

I, Robert L, Hutchings, Democratic Party nominee to the United States House of
Representatives from District Seven, Texas, do complain that the Houston
Chronicle Publishing Company, Houston Endowment Incorporated, and the editorial
staff of the Houston Chronicle (Chronicle) with offices at B0l Texas Avenue,
Houston, Texas 77002 wviolated the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 as
amended.

Specifically, on Thursday, November 2, 1978 the Chronicle issued to the general
public a communication expressly advocating the re-election of Bill Archer as
Representative for U.S. Congressional District Seven. I complain that this
communication is a prohibited expenditure under FEC Regulation 114.2(b).

In addition this communication does not clearly or conspicuously state whether
or not it was authorized by Bill Archer, Republican Party nominee. And. it

does not state the name of the person who made or financed the expenditure

for the communication which constitutes a wviolation of FEC Regulation 110.11l(a).

LA LML

Hovember &, 1978

Enclesed is a copy of this communication,

State of Texas
County of Harris

I, Eva Henrv + & Notary Public, do hereby certify that on
this Sixth day of November, 1972, personally appeared before me, Robert L.
Hutchings, who being by me first duly sworn, severally declared that he is
thz person who signed the foregoing document as complainant,

Il WITNESS WHERECOF, I have hereunto set my hand and seal the day and year
above written.,

& 2.
e '..____-

ot Lo ST ¥
Natary Publiec in-and for
Harris County, Texas

My commission expires: 5-19-70

P for By e Mutc Raags bor Congeens Campls 3% Commtien Sylea Hutzmngs Transurer & copy of cur repon
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e US. Rep. Bill Archer of Houston has
; T o served well the interests of the state of

‘."';.' i Texas and the people of Congressional
Tt District 7 in west Harris County since
et ey taking office in 1971,

e e He has consistently fought for fair
taxation, a reasonable energy pro-
r gram that addresses the needs of this
7 country without penalizing the people
o of Texas, a balanced federal budget.

fiscal responsibility on the part of
Congress and a cutback in costly and
time-consuming federal regulation
and paperwork.

Rep. Archer has served on the
Republican Task Force on Energy
and Resources. House Wavs and
Means Committee. Social Secorimy

- Lk Bill Archer for Congresé

and trade subcommittees, as chair-
man of the Republican Study Commit-
lee Task Force on Regulatory Reform
and as official congressiunal trade
adviser.

A Houston native and an Air Force
veteran of the Korean War, he holds
bachelor's and law degrees from the
University of Texas. He has been a
businessman and banker here and
served this area four vears in the
Texas House of Representatives,

Rep. Archer has provided the sort of
responsible congressional leadership
this country so badly needs. The
Chronicle urges his reelection as
representative for Congressional Dis-
trict 7 in Tuesdav's general election.
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General Counsel
Federal Election Commission e P
1325 K Street, NW. oL 20
Washington, D.C. 20463

I, Robert L. Hutchings, Democratic Party nominee to the United States House of
Representatives from District Seven, Texas, do complain that the Houston
Chronicle Publishing Company and Houston Endowment Incorporated (Chrenicle)
with pffices at 801 Texas Avenue, Houston, Texas 77002, violated the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971 as amonded.

Specifically, on Monday, November 6, 1978 the Chronicle issued teo the general
public a communication expressly advocating the election of Bill Archer as
Representative for U.S. Congressional District Seven. I complain that this
communication is a prohibited expenditure under FEC Regulation 114.2(b).

In addition this communication does not clearly or conspicuously state whether
or not it was authorized by Bill Archer, Republican Party nominee, And it
does not state the name of the person who made or financed the expenditure

for the communication which constitutes a wviolation of FEC Regulation 110.1ll(a).

Enclosed is a copy of this communication.

)E;fijil,:fi;?éfjzfiiirﬁfﬂf?i{_,,,

November 9, 1978 =
State of Texas
County of Harris
I, Eva Hanry s 4 Notary Public, do hercby certify that on

this Winth Day of Hovember, 1973, personally appeared before me, Robert L.
Hutchings,; who being by me first duly sworn, severally declared that he is
the parson who signed the foregoing decument as complainant.

IN WITHESS WHERECF, I have hereunts set my hand and seal the day and year
above writtan.,

Ly '}
/
R — =

Netary Public in and for
Harris County, Texas

My commission expires: 5-19-79

P-;f Vo By PR ME Rengy P Eorgress Campaian Commiibes Sylwia Wtgringy Trensurer A copy of pur tepen
8 TG AR BNE L deaiable 10 goreTane a7 e Federsl BleClen Sommason esingron, O 0 20463
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The Chronicle
recommends

Polls in the general election Tuesday open a1 7 a m. and clos
at 7 p.m. The Chronicle urges all voters 1o cast their ballots.

The Chronicle recommends the [ollowing candidates (D ;
Democrat; R is Republican:

“or U5, senator: John Tower, R.
For U.S. representative, Dist. 7: Bill Archer, R.
For U.S. representative, Dist. 22 Bob Gammage. D.

For governor: John Hill, D.

For attorney general: Mark White, D,

For railroad commissioner: John L. Poerner, D,

For state representative, Dist. 82: John Whitmire, D.
Fur state represeatative, Dist. 83: Chase Untermever, R.
For stale representative, Dist. 90; Brad Wright, R.

For state representative, Dist. 100: Bill Caraway, D.

For judge. 263rd judicial district: Charles J. Hearn, D.

For county judge; Jon Lindsay, R.

For district elerk: Ray Hardy, D.

For county clerk: Anita Rodeheaver, D.

For county treasurer: Henry Kriegel, R. _
For county commissioner, Pet. 4: E. A. “*Squatty™ Lyens, D.

On the proposed constitutional amendments, the Chronicl
recommends voling FOR the Tay Relief Amendment, AGAINST
Amendmenls No 1. 2 and 3. and FOR the remuining amend
ments, 4 through 8.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
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Robert L. Hutchings
201 Wilcrest #1407
Houston, Texas 77042
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Re: MUR 852

Dear Mr. Hutchings:

]

The Federal Election Commission has reviewed the
allegations of your complaints dated November 6, and
November 9 and determined that on the basis of the infor-
mation provided in your complaint, there is no reason to
believe that a violation of the Federal Election Campaign
act of 1971, as amended, ("the Act") has been committed.

Accordingly, upon my recommendation the Commission
has decided to close the file in this matter.

N9 8310

Should additional information come to your attention
which you believe establishes a violation of the Act,
please contact me. The file reference number for this
matter is MUR B852(78).

0

Sincerely,

v

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

-
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

TR5 k STREET SNW
WASHINGTON D0, 20463

J.H. Creekmore, President
Houston Endowment, Inc.
B0l Texas Avenue

Houston, Texas 77002

Re: MUR 852(78)

Dear Mr. Creekmore:

I am forwarding for your information the enclosed
complaint which was received by the Commission.

The Commission has determined that on the basis of
the information in the complaint there is no reason to
believe that a violation of any statute within its juris-
diction has been committed. Accordingly, the Commission
intends to close its file on this matter,

Sincerely,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

Enclosure

Complaint
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Washington, B.C. .
November 17, 1978

e RO, O M 20N

General Counsel

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

| £67928

Attached is a copy of a complaint dated Wovember &, 1978 which
was sent certified mail (877136) to the General Counsel on

s November 6. The return receipt has not been received, Please
determine if this complaint was received by your office and

- notify me if it was not.

— A similar complaint was mailed on November 9, Therefore, I

should have two complaints against the Houston Chronicle on
file with you.

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely yours,

Pt Tear by Thi FHutchings Sor me wuﬁlﬂ T & COpy O Dt FRDOM
& Nipd wen 350 4 SoliEbie for porchess foe e Federy Eiscten Commagison Washingion DC P0ak)
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ol @ Gongeess of the Mited Staggy

House of Bepresentatives
Washyington, D.C.

General Counsel

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, NW.
Washington, D.C. 20463

I, Robert L. Hutchings, Democratic Party nominee to the United States House of
Representatives from District Seven, Texas, do complain that the Houston
Chronicle Publishing Company, Houston Endowment Incorporated, and the editorial
staff of the Houston Chronicle (Chronicle) with offices at 801 Texas Avenue,
Houston, Texas 77002 wiolated the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 as
amended,

Specifically, on Thursday, November 2, 1978 the Chronicle issued to the gereral
public a cormunication expresslv advocating the re-election of Bill Archer as
Representative for U.S. Congressional District Seven. I complain that this
communication is a prohibited expenditure under FEC Regulation 114.2(b).

In addition this communication does not clearly or conspicuously state whether
or not it was authorized by Bill Archer, Republican Party nominee. And it
does not state the name of the person who made or financed the expenditure

for the communication which constitutes a violation of FEC Regulation 110.1ll{a).

LS LYY

Enclosed is a copy of this camminication.

Movember 6, 1978 [
State of Texas
County of Harris
I, Eva Henrv +» & Notary Public, do hereby certify that on

this Sixth day of November, 1973, personally appeared before me, Robert L.
Hutchings, who being by me first duly sworn, severally declared that he is
the person who signea the foregoing document as complainant.

IN WITHNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and seal the day and year
above written.

/! 2y
m ¢ et
Notary Public in‘and for
Barris County, Texas

My commission expires: 5-19-79

Poad low oy 1m0 Buichenga for Coegreas Cimpags Coms e 5ot b tonsy Tomogurs & ooy of Sur repaet
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samme v of proolens many othsp
metropoltan zreas have. there is
somelimes a tendency to forpet that
the same lorces which cause the prob-
lems are ai work here as elsewhere.
There is growth and growth by practi-
cal definition involves expansion. The
evpanded area here, however, pener-
ally bueeomes part of the ety and thus
the city does not decline. Such is not
the case with the scheols since the
expansion is necessarily into arcas in
which {here have been established
sclynl distriels for decades. There iy
nothinp slrangr aboul the siluation of
rh: cehreois: il just becomes more no-

il‘nhle in contrast 1o the city's silua-

the other hand, taxpayers in the
Hesrrton school district wmay find il
somewhat sirorce that the district's
sperding dees mul decrease. It would
scem reasonable to assume that as
enrollment continues to decline,

Gill 2

U.S. Rep Bili Archer of Houston has
served well the interests ef the stale of
Texas and the peaple of Congressional
District 7 in west Harris County since
laning olfice in 1571,

He Bas consistently fought for fair

ation, a reasonable energy pro-
era thit adaresses the needs of this
eoumiry wWithiout peaasizing the pooyle
T Tnm a balunced fuderal budpet.
fi=cal re-pansibilily on the parl of
Cenzress and a cutkack in costly and
time-consunung federal repgulation
and DuberwWurk,

Rep. Archer has served on the
Hepublican Task Force on Energy
and Hesources. House Ways and
Means Commitles, Social Security

Archer for Congress

“soprved

cutsbiasess are pul et el lssever,
and this necds to-he tgfengnto
eralion 0 preven .n oversim
tiun of the district’s problems.

The district operites vidor deseere-
gation cdic!s which can be guite costly
ard can become incrcesingly so as it
tends to a Larger proportion of miner-
ity enrallment. Repulatory mandates
viher than for desegregation have be-
come a major financial factor and
some of them fall heavier on an inner
city type school district,

The distirict needs to pul forth every
effert under iis cnntrol to achieve
some rational relationship between
enrvllment and spending. Realistical-
ly — and unfortunately — it is preb-
able that Gictors beyond s conlrol
will eontinue to face taxpayers with
the contradiction of declining enroll-
ment without commensurate decline
in spending. .7 4

TF oA

-'n.ui walv . b'p

Loag o L

i

and trade subcommiltees, as chair-
man of the Republican Study Commit-
lee Task Force on Repulatory eform
and as official congressional trade
adviser,

A Houstoa native and an Air Ferce
veleran of the Korean War, he halds
bachelor’s and law degrees from the
University of Texas. He hos Seen a
busineszmun and banker here and
this area four years i the
Texas Houre of Representatives.

Hep. Archier has provided the sort of
respunsibie conpressiona] leadership
thit country so badly needs. The
Chronicle urges his re-lection as
representalive for Congressiwonal Dis-
trict 7 in Tuesday's general election.

. Stariing from bzhind

i Hnuumn freeways give the impres-
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that 72 percent of lHousion commulers

alvives aeille e messsmeters B e sl
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voterd vt e Lie }Jlln il rth Lanim
Wilggs wff Yurr won'l. And Ihﬂ piraday
iof s, liw Hn‘ﬁ,ﬂ I thal st o (he
mstvolert ars lkely Wo Le amsaens the
prople whi Lee it bardest by the Fise
i efladen
slany explanations are given e this
dovlining interest in the vole, e of
lnem very encouraning 1o belivvers in
the demevril ie precess. For osample,
& The irsuvx up fur decision, I s
gaid, are hivhiy complicated and cone
fusing 1o the averans voler theoe dovs
— dnflation, the declining value of the
dollar, alarming befpel and trads defl-
cily — all things that =eem beyond
coutrol of the wedw bdual cilaon
# [n the Let peoerzlion, and espe-
cialty =ince Veelnam 2od Walersale,
there hos been o proming Cvmcism
almt prltial leaclership — “wlot dif-
ference does it woke?” = a blurring of
party philvrophics and therefure a de-
cluw i pruirty T alty
& J'ethaps more inportant, with e
pricssure of inflitlen, rising interesd
rales aed prives for food, siclr and
cducation, concern for privale eco-
mwizie and prersonal safely has token

provedence In many prople’s minds

over issaes of pablic policy.

Grvernmerl, ecooom:e and voling
stalstoes daa'l quite explain Uhe indtf-
ference of the volerz, They 10l us whal
ts Bappuning bul ot why, bul there are
soppe g Most American fumidws
ace living 1icse days bevond thelr
means, in debl or on weliare, They
have to deal with teelr childron, whese

exivchitims and expenses are nol
excsively mudesl

The Carler adminisiralion iz very
proud of the fact thal there ate now
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LASTNGE YOS
by James J. Kilpatrick

TI:E {"GH‘-’E.\'TIGFAL wisdnm
s e Mepabiicon Party 1= in
for amedtiver dismual Leking syl Tuess
day. bui 1 have a netioa ile comven-
Ural wisdom o wide of the mark
Bepcblivon candidales wi'l da betlep,
on the whele, than the fureeasts have
indicaled, bul excepl in one critieal
area, il won't mehe much dilerrnre
anyhuw,
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In New Jersev, for one vvenple,
Republtican Jeflooy Bell may yel oves
take Demecral Rill Bradlev in the
senatorsa tace. Coasicering the
slate’s kptded Iemrcral’e ragistra.
tien. and alse crnsrdering B 2V
natne recegtiloen as 2 former bashel-
bal #tar. a Bell victors wonld have o
be e Lissed as @ astounding ubsel, Dut
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AL ks wio adways hwed noeented
heusing, braced ourselves for Lthe
Great Commuitment; We decided to
buy a bwngee!

As the ritual doy apgeaieted, we pot
el pervous — SIE000 wos o
ot of maoney even if osly 20 peroent
was uD frenl Just for indooma security
I stpned wp with an insurance comipany
for a family ncume policy whech

would envier the nesrfcape payvments in
the event [ was Ivached by studeats,

Abasl 10 penirs Iaer we tweveled riure
room. With sincks of boods and noea-
pires all over the plaes, the bome
resembled a dieorganisaed public li-
brary This Uime, much less perveordy,
we scouled Ihe hoasmy mareel ond
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aur witlal eoe ina searhy subuel. T
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acre and a hall and cost about $i5.000,
The timing was propitious, We pot o 5
percenl morigage.

wever, otbers were busy i our
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de~cniption. 1 Ligured of somebedy
watted o live in a bevling alley. an
bacrzliss or a goldfish Lok, 1 was
nene of my bouness. Was | wrong!
Like the jeeman, the assvssor eometh
aard, v our heme bad pricticolly doag-
bird in value. Up wenl the property
Lax: mip!

This touched ofT a series of ex
chasintes with the puthoriies that al-
masl coustiuted @ comedy  rouline.
First | asked of they knew somecthing |
didii’t. Wi there mil under my aere
and a half of hiilside =crub? I 5o,
would it wiolate the soning Lews if T pat
up an ol Fig” A mce woiman, obvecsly
ocunvinced she was dealing with a mad-
man. infurmned pe it would reguire a
zomng variance and deubled I ooe

Bible verse

CAN AXY HIDE hmseil in secrel
nlaces that 1 shall ool see him? saith
the Lord. Do net T fill the heaven and
glrzlii‘.' saith the Lord. — Jeremiuh
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Robert L. Hutchings

Congress of the United States
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C.

Dear Congressman Hutchings:

This is to acknowledge receipt
of your complaint of November 6, 1978,
alleging violations of the Federal
Election Campaign laws. A staff
member has been assigned to analyze
your allegations. A recommendation
to the Federal Election Commission
as to how this matter should be
handled will be made shortly. You will
be notified as soon as the Commission
determines what action should be taken.
For your informatiocn, we have attached
a brief description of the Commission's
preliminary procedures for handling

complaints.

Lester M. Scall
Assistant General
Counsel

Enclosure

November 16,

1978



Robent | Hurchings . (’1"‘;5,_}7 —_—
i Congress of the Anited Btates

Flomanoary, Thmms 7704

LTS

Wouse of Bepresmiatives
Washington, B.C.
General Counsel VIS s e: 55
Federal Election Commission ~“r o
1325 K Street, NW. L 303

Washington, D.C. 20463

I, Fobert L. Hutchings, Democratic Party nominee to the United States House of
Representatives from District Seven, Texas, do complain that the Houston
Chronicle Publishing Company, Houston Endowment Incorporated, and the editorial
staff of the Houston Chronicle (Chronicle) with offices at 801 Texas Avenue,
Houston, Texas 77002 wviolated the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 as
amended.

Specifically, on Thursday, November 2, 1978 the Chronicle issued to the general
public a communication expressly advocating the re-election of Bill Archer as
Representative for U.S. Congressional District Seven. I complain that this
communication is a prohibited expenditure under FEC Regulation 114.2(b).

In addition this communication does not clearly or conspicuously state whether
or not it was authorized by Bill Archer, Republican Party nominee. And it
does not state the name of the person who made or financed the expenditure

for the communication which constitutes a violation of FEC Regulation 110.11({a).

Enclosed is a copy of this communication.

S ARLEL LT

anenber 6, 1978

State of Texas
County of Harris

1; Eva Henry , @ Notary Public, do hereby certify that on
this Sixth day of November, 1978, personally appeared before me, Robert L.
Hutchings, who being by me first duly sworn, severally declared that he is
the person who signed the foregoing document as complainant.

IN WITMESS WHERECF, I hawve hereunto set my hand and seal the day and year
above written.

Motary Public in-and for
Harris County, Texas

My commission expires: 5-19-79

P for oy pha Mgtorongs for Congress Camodgr Commnes Syieil Mutchings. Tresture A copy of ot report
o gl wei® gnd o delldbie for purchase from The Peders Esction Commanon Weahington DC 20480
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Bill Archer for Congress

U.S. Rzp. Bill Archer of Houston has
served well the interests of Lhe state of
Texas and the le of Congressional
District 7 in wes! Harris County since
taking office in 1971,

He consistently fought for fair
taxation. a reasonable energy pro-
gram that addresses the needs of ths
country without penalizing the people
of Texas. a balanced federal budget.
fizcal responsibility on the part of
Congress and a cutback in costly and
limeconsuming federal regulation
and paperwork,

Rep. Archer has served on the
Republican Task Force on Energy
and Resources House Wavs and
Means Commitles, Jorial Security

and trade subcommillees, as chair-
man of the Republican Study Commit-
tee Task Force on Regulatory Reform
and as official congressional irade
adviser.

A Houston nalive and an Alr Force
veteran of the Korean War, he holds
bachelor's and law from the
University of Texas. has been &
businessman and banker here and
served this area four years in the
Texas House of Lives.

Rep. Archer has provided the sort of
responsible | leadership
thiz couniry so badly needs. The
Chronicle urges his re-election as
representative for Congressional Dis-
triet 7 in Tuesday's general election,



Robert L. Hutchings
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General Counsel

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, NW.
Washingten, D.C. 204613
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Washington, B.C.

General Counsel
Federal Election Commission

1325 K Street, NW. ob s WU
Washington, D.C. 20463

1, Robert L. Hutchings, Democratic Party nominee to the United States House of
Representatives from District Seven, Texas, do complain that the Houston
Chronicle Publishing Company and Houston Endowment Incorporated (Chronicle)
with offices at 801 Texas Avenue, Houston, Texas 77002, violated the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971 as amended.

Specifically, on Monday, November 6, 1978 the Chronicle issued to the general
public a communication expressly advocating the election of Bill Archer as
Representative for U.S,. Congressional District Seven, I complain that this
communication is a prohibited expenditure under FEC Regulation 114.2(b}).

In addition this communication does not clearly or conspicuocusly state whether
or not it was authorized by Bill Archer, Republican Party nominee. And it
does not state the name of the person who made or financed the expenditure

for the communication which constitutes a violation of FEC Regulation 110.11({a).

Enclosed is a copy of this communication,

/ . A ¢ S
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November 9, 1978

State of Texas
County of Harris

I, Eva Henry , a2 Notary Public, do hereby certify that on
this Ninth Day of November, 1978, personally appeared before me, Robert L.
Hutchings, who being by me first duly sworn, severally declared that he is
the person who signed the foregoing document as complainant.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and seal the day and year
above written.

Notary Public in and for
Harris County, Texas

My commission expires: 5-19-79

P g Gy e Mutlcnoge for Congress Campargn Commutiee. Sylvl Hulcmings Tragnurar & copy af auf repon
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The Chronicle
recommends

Polls in the general election Tuesday open at 7 a.m. and close
at 7 p.m. The Chronicle urges all volers to cast their ballots.

The Chronicle recommends the following candidates (D i8
Democrat; R is Republican):

For U.S. senator: Jobn Tower, R.

For U.S. representative, Dist. 7: Bill Archer, R.

For U.S. representative, Disl. 22: Bob Gammage, D.

For governor: John Hill, D.

For atiorney general: Mark White, D.

For railroad commissioner: Johm H. Poerner, D,

For state representative, Dist. 82: John Whitmire, D.
For state representative, Dist. §3: Chase Untermeyer, R.
For state representative. Dist. 90: Brad Wright, R.

For stale representative, Dist. 100: Bill Caraway, D.

For judge. 263rd judicial district: Charles J. Hearn, D.

For county judge: Jon Lindsay, R.

For district clerk: Ray Hardy, D.

For county clerk: Anita Rodeheaver, D.

For county treasurer: Henry Kriegel, R.

For county commissioner, Pcl. 4: E. A. “Squatty” Lyoas, D.
On the proposed constitutional amendments, the Chronicle

recnmmeru:’is voling FOR the Tax Relief Amendment, AGAINST
Amendments No. 1. 2 and 3. and FOR the remaining amend-

ments. § through 8.
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Congress of the Wnited Btates .,

inps F7lHiA ELECTON
Souse of Bepresentatives f"_.'.buu:'}'gr:h
Washington, B.C.

My S BE e M 9 Mgty

Mr. William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street N.W,
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: MUR B52(78)
Dear Mr. Dldaker:

I am not satisfied with the initial determination of the Commission
concerning my complaint dated November 9, 1978. I believe that the
front page endorcement of several candidates for federal office by a
commercial newspaper is not a news story, is not a commentary, and
iz not an editorial. Therefore, | contend that this corporate
expenditure is not excluded under FEC Regulation 100,7(b)(3).
Consequently, this expenditure should constitute a violation of

FEC Regulation 114.2(b).

1 desire to appeal the decission of the Commission. I request
that the Commission inform me as to my rights to appeal and instruct
me in the procedure for filing a formal appeal.

Thank you and the Commission for your help and understanding.

Sincerely yours,

e
']
[ -'l

R.L. Hutchings

b 224 RTIT
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Mr., William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463
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House of Bepresentatioes
Washington, B.C.

May 1, 1979

9 MAY T &4 15

Mr. William C. Oldaker

General Counsel 9 -~ -
Federal Election Commission 02243
1325 K Street N.W.

Washington, D.C. 204613

Re: MUR B52(78)

Dear Mr. Oldaker:

After reviewing FEC Regulation 100.4(b) {(8) I agree
that my complaint dated November 6, 1978 was unfounded since
the media article was an editorial. However, the subject
of the complaint dated November 9, 1978 was not a news story,
was not a commentary, and was not an editorial. Consegquently,
I fail to understand why the front page endorcement of a
candidate for federal office by the Houston Chronicle Publishing
Company and Houston Endowment Incorporated was not a prohibited
expenditure under FEC Regulation 114.2(b). Therefore, I
regspectfully the General Counsel to explain to me why this
expenditure of corporate funds was not a violation of the Act.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

i
#

Robert L. Hutchings

Robert L. Hutchings
Congressional Candidate

S0 oL, 201 Wilcrest #1407
7%+~ T Houston, Texas 77042
-+ TB3-6864 / 472-2461
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Bob & Sylvia Hutchings
201 Wilcrest #1407
Houston, TX 77042

Mr William C. Oldaker
General Counsel
Federal Election Commission

1325 K Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463
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WASHING TON D.C. 20461

July 19, 1979
CERTIFIED MAIL

RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Robert L. Hutchings
201 Wilcrest #1407
Houston, TX 77042

Re: MUR 852

Dear Mr. Hutchings:

This is in response to your letter of July 2,
1979. Under 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (9) (B) (i) any party
aggrieved by an order of the Commission dismissing
a complaint filed by such party may file a petition
with the United States District Court for the District
of Columbia, no later than 60 days after such dismissal.
For your information, the file on MUR 852 was closed on
December 5, 1978, therefore, your sixty days to petition
has elapsed.

While we note your disagreement with the Commission's
finding in this matter, the Commission has determined it
would not change this finding.

If you have any further guestions, please contact
Marybeth Tarrant, the staff member assigned to this

matter, at (202) 523-4175.
Sincerely, :

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

. —




CERTIFIED MAIL

Potert L. Habkchings
201 Milcreat 41407
Housgton, T¥ 77042

WR_952

Dear Mr. Hutchings:

This is in responae “to your letter of Tuly 2,
1979, tnder 2 U.5.C. 5437¢(a) (9) (n) (i) any party
acigrieved Ly an order of the Cormission dismissing
a complaint filed by such party may file a petition
with the United States Niatrict Court for the District
of Colurbia, no later than 60 days after such dismissal.
Por your Infomation, the file on MUR 852 was closed on

Dacerber 5, 1978, therefore, your sixty dayvas to petition

has elapsedd

hile we pote vour dinagreermont with the Cominission's
Findine in this matteor the Corminsion has deternmined it
wooulidl not change this finding.

If you have any further questiona, please contact
Marybeth Tarrant, the staff merber assioned to this
matter, at (202) 523-4175.

Sinceraly,

1illian C. Nldaker
feneral Counsel




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of
MUR B52

Houston Chronicle Publishing
Company
Houston Endowment Incorporated

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal
Election Commission, do hereby certify that on July 19,
1979, the Commission determined by a vote of s.p to
approve the letter, attached to the General Counsel's
Memorandum dated July 16, 1979, to Mr. Robert L. Hutchings,
complainant in MUR 852.

Voting for this determination were Commissioners

Aikens Tiernan, McGarry, Thomson and Harris.

Attest:

_}n&/LAﬁ(.zz; Z/ 1

Marjorie W. Emmons
Segretary to the Commission

Received in Office of Commission Secretary: 7-16-79%, 4-52
Circulated on 48 hour vote basis: 7=17-79, 11:00
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July 16, 1979

MEMORANDUM TO: Marge Emmons

FROM: Blissa T. Garr
SUBJECT: MUR 852

Flease have the attached Memo distributed to the
Commission on a 48 hour tally basis.

Thankygou.
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July 16, 1979

MEMORANDUM

1
The Commission /M

William Oldaker£ 4

MUR 852

Attached is a letter from Robert L. Hutchings,
complainant in MUR B852. Mr. Hutchings disagrees

with the Commission's finding of no reason to believe
in this matter, however he has provided no information
which would warrant the Commission changing its finding.

the 0ffice of General Counsel recommends

Therefore,
Hutchings.

the sending of the following letter to Mr.

ATTACHMENTS

Letter from Mr. Hutchings
Proposed letter to Mr. Hutchings
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Mr. William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: MUR B52(78)
Dear Mr. Oldaker:

I am not satisfied with the initial determination of the Commission
concerning my complaint dated Movember 9, 1978, I believe that the
front page endorcement of several candidates for federal office by a
commercial newspaper is not a news story, is not a commentary, and
is not an editorial. Therefore, I contend that this corporate
expenditure is not excluded under FEC Regulation 100.7(b)(3).
Consequently, this expenditure should constitute a violation of

FEC Regulation 114.2(b).

I desire to appeal the decission of the Commission, I request
that the Commission inform me as to my rights to appeal and instruct
me in the procedure for filing a formal appeal.

Thank you and the Commission for your help and understanding.

Sincerely yours,

—

R.L. Hutchings

Phi2a 5,

-H'\' P e W |
LR R T
C‘n R L, l‘l.lﬂ,?g
- h,' ...I:i‘

Pid tor by ihe MiASRhings lor Congress Campasgn Commines, Syivia Hulchings, Treasurs:e & ooy of sur repan
I8 e wiih 6 o @vaiiabie for purchase from the Federsl Elechon Commimson Washinglon, OC 20483
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CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Robert L. Hutchings
201 Wilcrest #1407
Houston, TX 77042

Re: MUR B52

Dear Mr. Hutchings:

This is in response to your letter of July 2,
1979. Under 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (9) (B) (i) any party
aggrieved by an order of the Commission dismissing
a complaint filed by such party may file a petition
with the United States District Court for the District
of Columbia, no later than 60 days after such dismissal.
For your information, the file on MUR B52 was closed on
December 5, 1978, therefore, your sixty days to petition
has elapsed.

While we note your disagreement with the Commission's
finding in this matter, the Commission has determined it
would not change this finding.

If you have any further questions, please contact
Marybeth Tarrant, the staff member assigned to this
matter, at (202) 523-4175.

Sincerely,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel
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