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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of
MUR 080 (76)
President Ford, et al

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal
Election Commission, do hereby certify that on July 22, 1976,
the Commission determined by a vote of 4-2 to close the file
in the above-captioned matter. Voting to close were
Commissioners Aikens, Springer, Thomson and Tiernan; voting
against were Commissioners Harris and Staebler. Accordingly,

the file in this matter has now been closed.

Marjor(ig W. Emmons
Secretary to the Commission
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REC'D: 1/26/16

pa: AND YIME OF TRANSMITTAL:

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, D. C.

Robert Georgine, Senator Stuart Symington, Bill

and Congressman Frank Thompson, Jr. (unnotarized, unsworn letter)

Unspecified businessmen and contractors, Pres. Ford

18 U.S.C. Section 201; 2 U.S.C. Section 433 (by implication

None 2

None

SUMMARY LLEGATION

i<inz a Decenber 24, 'S Washinatcn Post Artible, letter writers

businzssmen and contractors may have offered

o induce him to veto the situs picketing

.o violation of 183 U.S.C. Section 201 (Bribery of Public Officials

PRELIHNINARY LEGAL ANALYSIS

The allegations, if true, would constitute violations of 18

U.S.C. Section 201. However, jurisdiction to enforce 18 U.S5.C. Section

201 lies solely with the Department of Justice.

RECOMMENDATION

__Close file; refer to Justice. Send attached letters.

wit. Commigasion Roviow:




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON . D.C. 20463

Honorable Richard L. Thornburgh
Assistant Attorney General

Criminal Division

U.S. Department of Justice

ivashington, D.C. 20530

Re: MUR 080 (76)

Dear Mr. Thornburgh:

'he Federal Election Commision has received letters
from Sa2nator Stuart Symington, Congressman Frank Thompson,
UFal ~2 Robert A. Georgine, President of the Building and
Con s::;::lon Trades Department of the AFL-CIO, indicating,

: sis of an article appearing in the Washington Post
mr 28, 1975 that ce**aln unsp°c1fled bu51nessmen

blﬂ to veto the common situs picketing bill (see
Since this involves a possible violation of a
: SpERY provision for which jurisdiction lies solely in
RHOUY :e:artﬂent (18 U.S.C. Secticn 201), I am referring this

S e (o) A Iokb ik

Please do not hesitate to call me if you have any further
questions. The attorney assigned to this matter was David R.
Spiegel (Telephone no. 202/382-4055).

Sincerely yours,

John G. Murphy, Jr.
General Coun§el




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHING TON,D.C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL

RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Honorable Frank Thompson, Jr.
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Re: MUR 080 (76)

Dear Mr. Thompson:

This is in response to your letter of January 20, 1976,
which alleges on the basis of an article appearing in the
Washington Post, that certain contractors and businessmen
had sert President Ford covert donations as an inducement for
him to veto the common situs picketing bill. Please accept
my apclogy for our tardiness in responding, but as you are
aware, the Commission was not reconstituted until May 21, 1976.

Although I can assure you that the Commission shares
your concern that there be compliance with the provisions of
the Federal Election Campaign Laws, the information set forth
in your letter appears to involve a possible violation of 18
U.S.C. Section 201.

Jurisdiction over this provision lies solely with the
Department of Justice. Accordingly, upon my recommendation,
the Commission has decided to close its files in this matter.
The attorney assigned to this matter was David R. Spiegel (tel.
no. 202/382-4055).

Sincerely yours,

John G. Murphy, Jr.
General Counsel




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHING TON,D.C. 20463

CERTIFIZD MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Stuart Symington
tates Senate

Re: MUR 080 (75)

2ar Ssnator Symington:

This is in response to your letter of January 26,
wwich alleges on the basis of an article appearing
“ishington Post, that certain contractors and busi-
224 sent President Ford covert donations as an

=~z for him to veto the common situs picketing bill.
cept by apology for our tardiness in responding,
are aware, the Commission was not reconstituted
21, 1976.

’—l
3w
~J4

SRS

(10

| 2

i b Qs

i

v v (1

Sl

fh g
w0

EURID Nt
14 )

JEES
.

1o}
‘
(3 S (VI S

1 .

reey

fu ‘:

MO Q
(9

-

Although I can assure you that the Commission shares
your concarn that there be compliance with the provisions of
the Federal election campaign laws, the information set forth
in your letter appears to involve a possible violation of
18 U.S.C. §201.

Jurisdiction over this provision lies solely with the
Department of Justice. Accordingly, upon my recommendation,
the Commission has decided to close its files in this matter.
The attorney assigned to this matter was David R. Spiegel
(telephone no. 202/382-4055).

"
Sincerely yours, Ei'j'“
s T
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John G. Murphy, Jr.
General Counsel
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

CERTIFIED MATIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Roba2rt A. Georgine

President

Building and Construction
Trades Department

816 16th Street, N. W.

Suite 603

Wasnington, D. C. 20006

Re: MUR 080 (76)

Dear Mr. Georgine:

This is in response to your letter of January 26,
1976, which alleges on the basis of an- article appearing
in the Washington Post, that certain contractors and busi-
nessmnen had sent President Ford covert donations as an
inducement for him to veto the common situs picketing bill.
Please accept my apology for our tardiness in responding,
but as you are aware, the Commission was not reconstituted
until May 21, 1976.

Although I can assure you that the Commission shares
your concern that there be compliance with the provisions of
the Federal election campaign laws, the information set forth

in your letter appears to involve a possible violation of
18 U.S.C. §201.

Jurisdiction over this provision lies solely with the
Department of Justice. Accordingly, upon my recommendation,
the Commission has decided to close its files in this matter.
The attorney assigned to this matter was David R. Spiegel
(telephone no. 202/382-4055).

Sincerely yours,

John G. Murphy, Jr.
General Counsel

e




DATE AND TIME OF TRANSMITTAL: ﬂ_N 151976

MUR 080 (76)

1/26/76

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, D. C.

Complainant's Name: Robert Georgine, Senator Stuart Symington,

Bill Richardson and Congressman Frank Thompson, Jr. (unnotarized, unsworn

. Tet€er)
Respondent's Name: Unspecified businessmen and contractors, Pres. Ford

Relevant Statute: 18 U.S.C. §201; 2 U.S.C. §433 (by implication)

.~Internal Reports Checked: None

«Federal Agencies Checked: None

SUMMARY OF ALLEGATION

__Citing a December 24, 1975 Washington Post Article, letter writers assert

—~ that unspecified businessmen and contractors may have offered President Ford

T contributions to jinduce him to veto the situs vnicketing bill in violation

Sof 18 U.S.C. §201 (Bribery of Public Officials and Witnesses).

PRELIMINARY LEGAL ANALYSIS

The allegations, if true, would constitute violations of 18 U.S.C.

§201. However, jurisdiction to enforce 18 U.S.C. §201 lies solely

with the Department of Justice.

The letters also raise the gggsibility that the contractors and

businessmen have violated the reporting provisions of the camvaign

laws. A letter seeking further information in this regard is

(Cont'd.)
RECOMMENDATION i

Leave file open; send attached letters.

Date of Wext Commission Review:
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K SIREET NW.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Honorable Stuart Symington
United States Senate
Washington, D. C. 20510

Re: MUR 080 (76)

Dear Senator Symington:

This is in response to your letter of January 26,
1976, which attached a communication to you from Bill R.
Richardson, charging that certain contractors and busi-
nessmen had committed "campaign bribery" by offering
donations of up to $1,000 in conjunction with President
Ford's veto of the common situs picketing bill. Please
accept my apology for our tardiness in responding, but
as you are aware, the Commission was not reconstituted
until May 21, 1976.

The Commission is unable to treat your letter as a
complaint because it is not signed and sworn and notarized
as required by §437g(a) (1) of the Federal Election Campaign
Act of 1971, as amended (the Act). Our new procedure also
requires that a complaint contain: (1) the full name,
address and telephone number of the complainant; (2) a
clear and concise statement of the activities which are
alleged to constitute a violation of the Act; (3) copies
of any evidence available to you which sustain the allega-
tions of the complaint. If you wish to have the Commission
treat your letter as a complaint, please comply with these

requirements. %chpﬂﬁkf—

L0840
If you have any further information in this regard,
please contact me again. If I do not hear from you within
five days of receipt of this letter, I intend to recommend
to the Commission that it close its files in this matter.
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The attorney assigned to this matter is David R.if
Spiegel (telephone no. 202-382-4055).

Sincerely yours,

John G. Murphy, Jr.
General Counsel
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AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LADOR — CONGRESS OF INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZATIONS
818 SIXTEENTH ST., N.W., Suite 83 » WASHINGTON, D. C. 20004

(202) District 7-1461
» oo

January 26, 1976

Thomas B. Curtis, Chairman
Federal Election Commission o e b
1325 K Street, N.W. L Finl Gerd
Washington, D.C. i LRt

QoWLAGL \r..’;.s-é\‘-‘.

Dear Sir:

This is with reference to the story carried by the
Washington Post in its December 24, 1975 issue,concerning
tactics of contractors and businessmen in securing the veto
of the Situs Picketing Bill. The story, published under the
name of Washington Post staff writer David S. Broder, stated
that:

"Contractors and businessmen pressing for
a veto had used the tactic of sending
the Ford headquarters unsigned checks
for up to $1,000 with notes saying they
would sign the checks when Mr. Ford came
through with the veto.

"Those funds, presumably, will now be
available to Mr. Ford in his struggle
against Reagan."

There is a serious question whether there has been a
violation of federal law. In particular, there is a specific
question whether the conduct, if the story in the Post is
accurate, constitutes a violation of Title 18, §201, of the
U.S. C?de, entitled "Bribery of Public Officials and Wit-
nesses'’'.




Janaury 26, 1976

Thomas B. Curtis, Chairman
Federal Election Commission
Page Two

1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C.

On behalf of the 4,000,000 building and construction
workers who are members of the Building and Construction
Trades Department which I head as President, I must enter a

demand that your Commission investigate the facts in this
case and make such referrals to other departments or agen-

cies as are merited by said facts.
Sincerely yours,
(4

obert A. Geor
President

RAG: h
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Thomas B. Curtis, Chairman
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W

Washington, D.C. 2 @) F6$




3 -} commrrruss: STUART SYMINGTON

AKRONAUTICAL AND SPACE SCIENCES FED%4§ECEYVED MissOURI

MED SERVICES
N RELATIONS Coh; STANLEY R. FIKE

LELecy
g b Ll ’;ﬂ(b‘iteij‘:Ei“t‘ggééaluégzzt“ ADMISSTRATIVE ASSISTANT

OEMOCRATIC POLICY

DEMOCRATIC STEXRING \Qﬂfﬂﬂﬁvia;cjr;zfzgs

January 26, 1976

Honorable Thomas B. Curtis
Chairman

Federal Election Commission
Franklin Square Building
1325 K Street

Washington, D.C. 20463

Dear Chairman Curtis:

The enclosed copy of a letter from Mr. Bill R. Richardson,
Secretary-Business Manager of the Greater Kansas City
Building and Construction Trades Council, speaks for it-
self and is forwarded for that consideration by the
Commission which the facts warrant. A report thereon will
be appreciated.

Sincerely,

S§S:Fdl




KARL L. ROGERS, President
WILLARD WILKINSON, Vice President
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January 16, 1976

The Honorable Stuart Symington
United States Senate
Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Senator:

Request your assistance in instituting an
governmental investigation of donations to the Ford
reelection campaign. (Contributions which were made
provisionally on the basis that the President veto
the situs-picketing, equal treatment bill.)

Newspaper reports' indicate large numbers of
building contractors, business men and anti-labor
fanatics submitted unsigned checks of up to $1,000.00
to Republican campaign groups.

In so doing, these same people stated they would
sign the checks if and when the bill was vetoed! If
this isn't campaign bribery, then certainly I'm not
familiar with the meaning of the word. These gifts
or bribes conditioned on the President's veto-action
are outrageous.

(P

BILL R. RICHARDSON
Secretary-Business Manager
Greater Kansas City Building %
Construction Trades Council

BRR/mb
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Honorable Thomas B. Curtis
Chairman

Federal Election Commission
Franklin Square Building
1325 K Street

Washington, D.C. 20463




FepeRECEVED

gRAL ELECTION

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES'
HOUSE OF REPRESE”'OI%P 2 .I ;

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND
SPECIAL SUBCOMMITTEE ON LABOR
B-346A RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20818

January 20, 1976

Honorable Thomas B. Curtis
SAALfyn LAl THERTITN popienasion
Federal Election Commission \ R
Franklin Square Building LB ST R o

. Aredl”

1325 K Street, N.W. BN oo s
Washington, D.C. 20463 wio izl CUGHSEL

Dear Mr. Chairman:

I would like to bring to your attentiom, in my capacity as Chairman
of the Subcommittee on Labor-Management Relations of the House Committee
on Education and Labor, the following situation which, it seems to me,
deserves investigatien.

On December 24, 1975, YME WASHINGTON POST carried a story om the
issue of wvhether the President of the United States should sign or veto
the so-called Situs Picketing bill. The story was under the name of a
NASHINGTON POST staff writer -- David S. Broder -- and included the
following statement:

", ..Msany and other labor chieftains were unlikely to have
been of help to Mr. Ford in his nominmation fight with Reagan.
White House aides have long calculated that in the general
election they would have to appeal for blue-collar support
'over the heads of the union leaders.'

"On the other hand, Ford campaign aides said they expected
immediate financial benefits from the decision to veto the bill.
Contractors and businessmen pressing for a veto had used the
tactic of sending the Ford headquarters unsigned checks for
up to $1,000 with notes saying they would sign the checks
when Mr. Ford came through with the veto.

"Those funds, presumably, will now be available to Mr. Ford
in his struggle against Reagan."

It would appear that if THE WASHINGTON POST story is accurate,
there has been a serious violation of federal law. It also appears




January 20, 1976

that there is reasomsble cause for investigatioem since the report carties
the name of a responsible jourmalist and a newspaper of the stature of
THE WASHINGTON POST has deemed the report worthy of publication.

Very truly yours,

i

Frask Thompsom,!Jr. &




' Congress of the nited States
5 Fouse of Representatives (% q.a«Q& /‘L.‘T(M =
‘ Washington, B.C. 20515 AT ’
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Honorable Thomas B. Curtis
Chairman

Federal Election Commissien
Franklin Square Building
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

Comnissioner Vote Tally Sheets:

Thomson - 7-8-76
Commissiomer—vote Tally ShwetstT—72-Hour;—No-Gbjection
Stasbler

Harris - G lve 30

Tiernan
Springer
Aikens,

The above-described material was removed from this
file pursuant to the following exemption provided in the
Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. Section 552 (b):

(1) Classified Information (6) Personal privacy
(2) Internal rules and (7) Investigatory

practices files

(3) Exempted by other (8) Banking
statute Information

(4) Trade secrets and Well Information
commercial or (geographic or
financial information geophysical)

Internal Documents
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