FLIRAL LHECTION L{)h‘.f‘s”'u'i" M

% SERED T MY
(LRURS LS T LN L B 1R

1S 1S THE Ll OF T'UR # 755




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

fd/ff{(

The above-described material was removed from this
file pursuant to the following exemption provided in the
Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.5.C. Section 552(b):

(1) Classified Information (6) Personal privacy
(2) Internal rules and {(7) Investigatory

practices files

Exempted by other ___ (8) Banking
statute Information

Trade secrets and 9) Well Information
commercial or (geographic or
financial information geophysical)

Internal Documents

Signed _ /

date :




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1415 K STREET MW
WASHING TOMN, 120 20461

January 11, 1979

ey Vernon Holt, President
V & V Development Inc.
1550 Broadway
Chula Vista, CA 92011

Re: MUR 755
- Dear Mr. Hﬂlt:

™~ on January 5, 1979 |, the Commission determined

to take no further action against the V & V Development
Company in connection with its contribution to the Committee
s to Re-Elcct Congressman Van Deerlin and to close the file

= in this matter, The Commission made this (determination

- based on your response and the fact that the contribution
was refunded on 19 September 1978. You arc reminded that
your contribution was nevertheless in vicolation of 2 U.5.C.
§441b(a) and that civil penalties may be assessed in these
matters,

0

In August 1978 the Commission determined to assess
civil penalties against both contributors and recipients
of corporate and labor union contributions in addition to
the reguirement that such contributions be refunded.

0

Should you have any guestions regarding this matter,
please contact Miriam Aguiar at 202-523-4529.

Sincerely,

e A fllir)

William C. OQldaker
General Counsel




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

it b STREET NW
WASHING TON DU, 246 )

January 11, 1979

Samuel Carpenter

Harmsen, Carpenter & Wilkinson,
P.C.

1600 California First Bank Building

530 B. Strect

San Diego, CA 92101

MUR 755

Dear Mr. Carpenter:

On January 5, 1979 , the Commission determined
to take no further action against the American Tuna Boat
Association in connection with its contribution to the
Committee to Re-Elect Congressman Van Deerlin and to close
the file in this matter. The Commission made this deter-
mination based on your response and the fact that the contri-
bution was rcfunded on 19 September 1978. You are reminded
that your contribution was nevertheless in violation of
2 U.5.C. §441b(a) and that civil penalties may be assessed
in these matters.

In August 1978 the Commission determined to assess
civil penalties against both contributors and recipients
of corporate and labor union contributions in addition to
the requirement that such contributions be refunded.

Should you have any questions regarding this matter,
please contact Miriam Aguiar at 202-523-4529,

Sincerely,

i ize. foafdellan)

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K SIREET NW
WASHMNGTON DO . N6

January 11, 1979

David J. Stern

General Counsel

National Basketball Association
Olympic Tower

645 Fifth Avenue

New York, NY 10022

Re: MUR 755
Dear Mr. Stern:

On January 5, 1979 » the Commission determined
to take no further action against the National Basketball
Association in connection with its contribution to the
Committee to Re-Elect Congressman Van Deerlin and to close
the file in this matter. The Commission made this deter-
mination based on your response and the fact that the contri-
bution was refunded on 19 September 1978. You are reminded
that your contribution was nevertheless in violation of
2 U.S5.C. §44lb(a) and that civil penalties may be assessed
in these matters.

In August 1978 the Commission determined to assess
civil penalties against both contributors and recipients
of corporate and labor union contributions in addition to
the requirement that such contributions be refunded.

Should you have any questions regarding this matter,
please contact Miriam Aguiar at 202-523-4529,

Sincerely,

C e hnfider)

William C. Oldaker
General COunsel



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Committee to Re=Elect Congressman
Van Deerlin

V & V Development Company

American Tuna Boat Association

National Basketball Association

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal
Election Commission, do hereby certify that on January 5.
1979, the Commission determined by a vote of 5-0 to adopt
the following recormendations, as set forth in the General
Counsel's Report dated December 20, 1978, regarding the
above-captioned matter:
1. Take no further action against the American
Tuna Boat Association, the V & V Development
Company and the National Basketball Association.
Close the file and send the letters to the

respondents which were attached to the above-
named report.

Voting for this determination were Commissioners Aikens,
Springer, Tiernan, McGarry, and Harris.

Attest:

Date Marjorie W. Emmons
Secretary to the Commission

Report signed: 12-26-78
Received in Office of Commission Secretary: 1- 2-7%, 2:45
Circulated on 48 hour vote basis: 1- 3-79, 11:00
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

70 M2 P2 db

December 20, 1978

In the Matter of

Committee to Re-Elect Congressman
Van Deerlin

V & V Development Company

American Tuna Boat Association

National Basketball Association

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

BACKGROUND:

A review of the 10 April 1978 guarterly reports filed by

the Committee to Re-Elect Congressman Van Deerlin (the "Committee™)

?: disclosed the receipt of three contributions which appeared to
~ be contributions in violation of 2 U.S.C. §441lb(a): a %200

- contribution on 20 February 1978 from the American Tuna Boat

= Association ("Association"); a $600 contribution on 20 February
~ 1978 from the V & V Development Company ("Company"); and a $200
= contribution on 14 February 1978 from the National Basketball

c

Association ("NBA"). The Committee was notified of the violation

on 7 September 1978 and on 19 September 1978, submitted an
adequate response and refunded the three contributions to the
respective contributors.

PREVIQUS COMMISSION ACTION:

On 2 November 1978, the Commission determined to take no
further action against the Committee as it had promptly returned
the contributions when notified of the violation and because the

contributions had been made in February, 1978. In its letter of




of notification to the Committee, the Commission asked the
Committee to comment on statements made to Reports Analysis
by a member of Mr. Van Deerlin's staff regarding previous
contributions allegedly given by the Association to Mr. Van
Deerlin and conversations between the contributors and the
Committee.

On 2 November 1978 the Commission also found reason to
believe that the Association, the Company and the NBA violated

2 U.5.C. §441b(a) in connection with their respective contributions

to the Committee. These letters of notification contained questions
concerning alleged phone calls made by the Committee to each contri-
butor. The letter to the Association also included gquestions
regarding prior contributions made by the Association to Mr. Van
Deerlin's earlier federal campaigns.

NEW EVIDENCE:

Samuel Carpenter, counsel for the Association, responded
to these allegations in a letter dated 17 November
1978. See attachment I. Mr. Carpenter attached an affidavit
from Clifford C. Payne, Controller for the Association, to his
letter of response. Mr., Payne stated that after a review of
Association records, he was unable to find any previous contri-
bution made by the Association to Mr. Van Deerlin's election
campaigns. Mr, Payne attached the $200 contribution check,
signed by August Felando, General Manager of the Association,
and himself, to his affidavit. He stated that the check was
issued under the misapprehension that the tickets were to a non-
political, testimonial dinner for Mr. Van Deerlin, and not intended

as an election contribution.
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Vernon Holt, President of the Company, responded to the
Commission's notification in a letter dated 21 November 1978.

See attachment II. He stated that he was "unaware that it was
illegal for corporations"™ to make contributions to political
campaigns and noted that the corporate check was returned on
18 September 1978 with an explanatory note indicating the
illegality of the contribution.

David J. Stern, General Counsel for the NBA, responded in a
letter dated 22 November 1978. See attachment III. Mr. Stern
stated that the $200 check was in response to an invitation for
a dinner honoring Mr. Van Deerlin. He further stated that the
NBA regularly purchased tickets to dinners which are non-political
and charitable in nature and the invitation to purchase tickets
to honor Mr. Van Deerlin was treated in the same manner.

Mr. Michael B. Witte, treasurer for the Committee, also
responded to the Commission's letter of ingquiry on 20 November
1978 and clarified statements made by Mr. Bill Akerstein, of
Mr. Van Deerlin's Washington, D.C. staff, concerning the contri-
butions made by the Association, the Company and the NBA. See
attachment IV.

ANALYSIS:

As the February, 1978 contributions to the Committee were
refunded promptly after the Committee was notified, and considering
the fact that the Association, the Company and the NBA submitted
satisfactory responses stating that their respective contributions

were tendered through inadvertance and misapprehension as to the




purpose of the dinner for Congressman Van Deerlin, we believe
no further action should be taken against the respondents.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

1. Take no further action against the American Tuna Boat
Association, the V & V Development Company and the National
Basketball Association.

Close the file and send the attached letters to respondents.

o Date la - Oldaker Wee wWel
General Counsel

—
- ATTACHMENTS :
c Letter from the Association

Letter from the Company

Letter from the NBA

Letter from the Committee

Latters to:the Association, the Commanv and the NBA.
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November 17, 1978

CERTIF1ED MAIL L
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 807354

| Ms. Miriam Aguiar
Federal Election Commission
. 1325 K Streat N.W,
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: MUR 755

M~
_ Dear Ms. Aguiar:
i In keeping with our telephone conversation midweek, I P
- enclose the Affidavit of Clifton C. Payne in reply to the Com- e
-~ mission's letter of November 3, 1978.
= I would hope that the foregoing sufficiently answers
. your inguiry.
- In addition to Mr. Payne who is the Controller of the
American Tunaboat Association, I also asked Mr. John W. Sutliff,
c a public accountant who keeps the books for the American Tuna-

boat Association, to make his own independent investigation. Mr.
Sutliff would concur with Mr. Payne that the books and records of
the American Tunaboat Association for the past five years reveal
no cther contributions to Congressman Van Deerlin.

The General Manager of the American Tunaboat Associa-
tion, Mr. August Felando, is in Spain until November 27. I trust
that Mr. Payne's Affidavit answers your inquiry. Should you need
additional information from Mr. Felando, kindly contact me.

The American Tunaboat Association regrets the incident
and the embarrassment this may have caused for Congressman Van

Deerlin.
Very truly you
- ""H..‘___
Samuel Carpenter ﬁx;h“*‘gtﬁhﬂ
for
SC: pw HARMSEN, CARPENTER & WILKINSON

Enclosure
€c: Messrs. August Felando, Clifton C.
Payne and John W. Sutliff
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AFFIDAVIT OF CLIFTON C. PAYNE

STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
) ss.
COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO )

I, CLIFTON C. PAYNE, declare:

1. I am tne Controller of the AMERICAN TUNABOAT
ASSOCIATION and have served in that capacity for many years.

2. I have examined the records of the AMERICAN
TUNABOAT ASSOCIATION for the past five years, and find no
contributions made to Congressman Van Deerlin or any poli-
tical committee acting on his behalf other than the $200.00
contribution on 20 February 1978 referenced in the Federal

Election Commission's letter of November 3, 1978.

My review of the records of the AMERICAN TUNA-
BOAT ASSOCIATION upon which the feoregoing statement is based
included a complete review of all check wvouchers, journals,
and accounts where any such contributions would likely be
found. The review discloses that there were none other than

above referenced.

3. I have no clear recall of the incident men-
tioned in the Federal Election Commission's letter of
November 3, 1978, thouyh I did sign check No. 7396 dated
February 17, 1978 in the amount of $200.00 to the Committee
to Re-Elect Cong. Van Deerlin. A copy of that check is
attached. It was prepared by one of the sccretaries in our
Office under someone else's direction. I signed the check

as did Mr. Felando and Mr. Silva without fully appreciating




”

the consequences of any viclation of the Federal Election

Campaign Act.

4. I can only assume that the check was requested
under the misapprehension that this was in the nature of a
non-political testimonial for Congressman Van Deerlin rather
than as an election contribution as indicated by the check.

5. There was certainly no intent on my part, or to
my knowledge the part of any other officers or members of the
AMERICAN TUNABOAT ASSOCIATION, to violate the Federal Elec-
tion Campaign Act. The check was inadvertently issued and
was returned to the émharrassment of the AMERICAN TUNABOAT
ASSOCIATION and Congressman Van Deerlin's staff.

6. The implication contained in the November 3,
1978 letter of the Federal Election Commission that there were
other contributions tc Congressman Van Deerlin from the AMERICAN
TUNABOAT ASSOCIATION is not substantiated by our records or
any recollection of mine. I can only assume that the confusion
may be with personal contributions made by either officers or

members of the Association.

- i
=

AT

DATED:

é‘*}éi:h{ ﬁ gfb‘—*

CLIrth 0% PAYNE

Subscribed and sworn to before me

1978.
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V &V DEVELOPMENT, INC. .
1550 BROADWAY Tl M ied 1508
CHULA VISTA, CALIF, 92011 e -
(714) 426.2593
BUILDERS & DEVELOPERS (6 Moy 27 A4 1 20

November 21, 1978

Federal Election Commission
1325 "K' Street N.W,
Washington, D,C, 20463

Re: Campaign contribution to Lionel Van Deerlin

Dear S5ir:

At the time we gove the Commitcee to Re-Elect Lionel Van Deerlin the
contribution check, we were unoware that it was illegal for corporations
to make campaign contributions. WYe do not recollect any conversation

with the Van Deerlin Campaign rcgarding the legality or illegality of
that contribution,

Our contribution was returned September 18, 1978 with an explanatory
note and that was the first indication of the illegality of the check
thnt we recall,

ince ely,

Verndn Lalt
President

Vi/uep
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V &V DEVELOPMENT, INC.
1550 BROADWAY
CHULA VISTA, CALIF. 92011
(714) 426-2593

BUILDERS & DEVELOPERS .5

November 21, 1978

Federal Election Commission
1325 "K' Street W.W.
Washington, D.C, 20463

Re; Campaign contribution to Lionel Van bDeerlin

Dear Sir:

At the time we gave the Committee to Re-Elect Lionel Van Deerlin the
contribution checl, we were unaware that it was illegal for corporations
to make campaign contributions, We do not recollect any conversation
with the Van Deerlin Campaign regarding the lepality or illegality of
that contribution,

Our contribution was returned September 18, 1978 with an explanatory

note and that was the first indication of the illegality of the check
that we recall,

A

STATE OF CALIFORMIA

counTy oF _San . Diepo
On___ ?“LD"Er.DmL:;‘P-r 21- ..]-.g_-"__ ., before me, the undenigrned, a Motary Public in and fot
1aid Srare, personally appeared_ __1|.| EIrnon _HL?J-L__ .

krcwntometabethe _ Promdent, RMo_

AN M b e MMM EK of the corparation that executed the within insfrument,

ard known to me 10 be the porsons who eaecuted the within
imtrument on behalf of the corporatisn therein pamed, and ac
e = S

T OFFICIAL SEAL |
A% PAMELA HUGLNROTH F

knowledged ta me that such carporation executed the withic
| =

matrument putsuant fa i1 by laws of o resolution of s baard of ey
i .",?d_ 4s I‘i r0TARY PUBLIC - CALIFORNIA

directars ey S121 DIECO COUNTY

CHe py comm, expises APR 30, 1582 |
WITMESS my handdnd official seal ST ST

Sitinatirn, o f%{w.é’,{ﬁ(;%é&&%

—  Pamela lHupenroth

Foem 1002—{Corporation) First American Title Company
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NATIONAL BASKETEBALL ASSOCIATION

OLYMPIC TOWER - 845 FIFTH AVENUE - NEW YORK, N. ¥. 10022 - 212-828-T7T000

JOV2T 2101
ATTRCHMenT TI0

November 22, 1978

William C. Oldaker, Esq.
General Counsel

Federal Election Committee
1325 K Street, N.W.,
Washington, D, C, 204632

)
€73
D
2
=3
4

Re: MUR 755

Cear Mr. Oldaker:

M~

" This is in response to your recent letter, which was recelved
e by the Mational Basketball Assoclation ("NEA") on Novermber 16, 1978,
g The sending of a $200 check to the "Committee to Re-elect

Congressman Yan Ceerlin" was a matter of inadvertence; on that basis,
the MBA asks that no further steps be taken by you with respect to
o this matter.

The check was sent in response to an invitation, received by
r the NBA, to a dinner honoring Congressman Van Ceerlin, and was for
the purchase of two tickets., The NBA regularly purchases tickets to
dinners of a charitable and non—-political nature, and the invitation to
the Van Deerlin dinner was mistakenly treated in the same way. Our
records, which are open to your inspection, demonstrate that with
the exception of the erroneous purcihase of the two tickets here in
question, the NBA has never rmade any political contributions and |
can assure you that our procedures will be monitored to prevent
any reoccurrence of such an oversight,

With respact to that paragraph of your letter beginning at
the bottomn of the First page and continued on the second page, |
have questioned NBA personnel who might conceivably have spoken
with Messrs, Akerstein and Witte, and no onz here recalls having
had any conversation with these gentlemen, If there is a particular




William C. Oldaker, Esq. Novermber 22, 1978
person with whom these gentlemen recall speaking, and it remains

relevant to your inquiry, 1 will proceed further in questioning NBA
personnel .,

I will be representing the NBA in this matter, and ask that
you forward any subsequent correspondence directly to me,

Very truly yours,

r S
. ?:LD
Dayvid J/ tern

General~Lounsel

CERTIFIED mAIL --
Return Receipt Requested
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COMMITTEE TO RE-ELECT CONGRESSMAN LIONEL VAN DEERLIN

P.0. BOX 1353 « SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA !ﬁ{?
AT o g S | g; 23

ATTacHMENT T

November 20,° 1978

807964

Federal Elecction Commission
1325 K Street, N.W,
Washington, D. C. 20463

Att: Mr. William C. Oldaker

Re: MUR 755

Dear Mr. Oldaker:

Thank you for your letter of November 3, 1978, The
Commission's determination regarding our Committee is appreciaced.

In reference to Mr. Akerstein's telephone conversation with
a member of the Commission's staff reparding the American Tunaboat
Associntion, and his indication that our Committee previously
recelved contributions from that Association, please be advised
that the Committee's records reveal that the Committee has never
received a contribution from the Association other than the one
disclosed to us by the Commission's letter of September 7, 1978,

What apparently confused Mr. Akerstein, was the fact that over
the past five years, the Committee has received personal contributions
from Mr. August Felando, the General Manager of the American Tunaboat
Association. In the San Diego area, one automatically associates the
name of Mr. Felando with the Association, and this would appear to
include Mr, Akerstein,

My letter to the Commission of September 12, 1978, wherein I
indicated that telephone calls were made to the three contributors
in question was in error., I am now advised by staff that only two
contacts were actually made,




Mr. Vernon Holt of V and V Development Co., who was
contacted by Mr. Akerstein, informed Mr. Akerstein that the
V and V Development Company check which was made payable to
the Committee was written on V and V's partership account,

The second call was made by the Committee bookkeeper to
Mr. Larry 0'Brien at the offices of the NBA. WwWhen our
bookkeeper was advised that Mr. 0"Brien was not available, she
asked to speak to another official, where upon she was connected
with an individual whose name she neglected to record. Our
bookkeeper identified herself and the purpose of her call and
when she inquired as to the nature of the entity of the NBA,
was Iinformed that the NBA was an association, which our bookkeeper
construed as being non-corporate in character.

Our Committee has no pald staff and consists of the volunteer
efforts of both Mr., Akerstein and our bookkeeper. Mr. Akerstein
is quite conversant with the FEC regulations, and both he and
the bookkeeper are quite aware that it is illegal to accept pnlltical
contributions from corporations,

Since the Committee is small in size and in regular oral
communication with each other, there are no written memos of our
discussions relating to the type of verification which should be
made to gunrd against acceptance of contributions which may be
in violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act. We will endeavor
to be more wvigilent in the future.

We trust that the foregoing is an acceptable response to your
November 3, 1978 letter. I regret that the pressures of my schedule
precluded me from responding to your letter within the 10 days you
allotted.,

Sincerely,

o

}ﬂch 91 H.
Treasurer
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

TG K STREET MW
WASHING 10N 120, 204613

David J. Stern

General Counsel

National Dasketball Association
Olympic Tower

645 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York 10022

i Re: MUR 758
Dear Mr. Storn:

On , the Commission determined
to take no further action against the National Basketball
Association in connection with its contribution to the
Committee to Re-Elect Congressman Van Deerlin and to close
the file in this matter. The Commission made this deter-
mination based on your response and the fact that the contri-
bution was refunded on 19 September 197B. You are reminded
= that your contribution was nevertheless in violation of
2 U.S5.C. §441b(a) and that civil penalties may be assessed

« in these matters.

4 In August 1978 the Commission determined to assess
™~ civil penalties against both contributors and recipients

oy of corporate and labor union contributions in addition to
1 the requirement that such contributions be refunded.

Should you have any questions regarding this matter,
please contact Miriam Aguiar at 202-523-4529.

Sincerely,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

125 K SIREET MW
WASHING TON D.C. 20463

Vernon Holt, President
V & V Development Inc.
1550 Broadway

Chula Vista, CA 92011

Re: MUR 758
Dear Mr. Holt:

On ; the Commission determined
to take no further action against the V & V Development
Company in connection with its contribution to the Committee
to Re-Elect Congressman Van Deerlin and to close the file
in this matter. The Commission made this determination
based on your response and the fact that the contribution
was refunded on 19 September 1978. You are reminded that
your contribution was nevertheless in violation of 2 U.S.C.
§441b(a) and that civil penalties may be assessed in these
matters.,

In August 1978 the Commission determined to assess
civil penalties against both contributors and recipients
of corporate and labor union contributions in addition to
the requirement that such contributions be refunded.

Should you have any gquestions regarding this matter,
please contact Miriam Aguiar at 202-523-4529.

Sincerely,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET MW
WASHING 10N 124 N6

Samuel Carpenter

Harmsen, Carpenter & Wilkinson,
F.C.

1600 California First Bank Building

530 B Street

San Diego, CA 92101

Re: MUR 758
Dear Mr. Carpenter:

On ;, the Commission determined
to take no further action against the American Tuna Boat
Association in connection with its contribution to the
Committee to Re-Elect Congressman Van Deerlin and to close
the file in this matter. The Commission made this deter-
mination based on your response and the fact that the contri-
bution was refunded on 19 September 1978. You are reminded
that your contribution was nevertheless in violation of
2 U.S.C. §441b(a) and that civil penalties may be assessed
in these matters.

In August 1978 the Commission determined to assess
civil penalties against both contributors and recipients
of corporate and labor union contributions in addition to
the requirement that such contributions be refunded.

Should you have any questions regarding this matter,
please contact Miriam Aguiar at 202-523-4529.

Sincerely,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET MW
WASHINGTON, D.C. 2046/

MEMORANDUM TO: CHARLES STEELE L

FROM: MARJORIE W. Emeo:w{ﬂ

DATE: NOVEMBER 28, 1978

SUBJECT: MUR 755 - Interim Investigative
Report dated 11-22-78
Signed: 11-24-78; Received
in OCS5: 11-27-78, 11:38

The above-named document was circulated to
the Commission on a 24-hour no-objection basis
at 3:00, November 27, 1978.

There were no objections to the Interim Investigative

Report as of 4:00 this date.
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
g bl TONOV27 All: 38
In the Matter of
Committee to Re-Elect Congressman
Van Deerlin; MUR 755

V & V Development Company .
American Tuna Boat Association,
National Basketball League

T T T S Tt T S

INTERIM INVESTIGATIVE REPORT

This matter concerns possible violations of 2 U.S.C.

£ §441b. Respondent American Tuna Boat Association contacted the

:j Commission by phone on 15 November 1978 to note that they

L would be submitting a response. A representative from the

- Van Deerlin Committee contacted the Commission on 13 November

= 1978 to note that they would submit a response as well. A
response was mailed 20 November 1978, V & V Development Company

“ was contacted on 21 November 1978 and notified the Commission

c

that they would submit a response in that day's mail. The
National Basketbhall League received its letter of notification
on 16 November 1978 and the period within which it must respond
has not lapsed. When these responses have been received and

analyzed, we shall submit a full report to the Commission.

’/z 448 ~ Lmﬁ“"cz/o/éf /

Datle William C. Oldaker
General Counsel
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NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION

OLYMPIC TOWER - 848 FIFTH AVENUE - MEW YORK, N, ¥. 10022 - 12-08R8-T000

November 22, 1978

¥

William C. Oldaker, Esq.
General Counsel

Federal Election Cormmittee
1325 K Street, N, W,
Washington, D. C. 20483

Re: MUR 755
Cear Mr. Oldaker:

This Is in response to your recent letter, which was received
by the Mational Basketball Assoclation ("NBA") on November 16, 1978.

The sending of a $200 check to the "Committee to Re-alect
Congressman YVan Deerlin™ was a matter of inadvertence; on that basis,
the NBA asks that no further steps be taken by you with respect to
this= matter,

The check was sent in response to an invitation, received by
the MBA, to a dinner honoring Congressman Yan Ceerlin, and was for
the purchase of two tickets, The MBa& regularly purchases tickets to
dinnars of a charitable and non-political nature, and the invitation to
the “an Deerlin dinner was mistakenly treated in the same way, Our
records, which are open to your inspection, demonstrate that with
the exception of the erroneocus pur ciise of the two tickets hare in
question, the NBA has never made any political contributions and |
can assure you that our procedures will be monitored to prevent
any reoccurrence of such an oversight,

With respect to that paragraph of your letter beginning at
the bottomn of the first page and continued on the second page, |
have guestioned NBA personnel who might conceivably have spoken
with pAessrs, Akerstein and Witte, and no one here recalls having
had any conversation with tnese nertlemen, IF there is a particular

a.F




Wwilliam C. Oldaker, Esq. November 22, 1978

person with whom these gentlemen recall speaking, and it remains
relevant to your inquiry, | will proceed further in gquestioning NBA
personnel ,

I will be representing the NBA in this matter, and ask that
you forward any subsequent correspondence directly to me,

vVery truly yours,

. —
@' IAA___/
Cavid . ern

GeneralsLounsel
CJSE:nr

CERTIFIED MAJL —
Return Receipt Reguested




NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION
-_ GI:.-muFFn;cr - 645 Fith Avenue
MNew York, MY, 10022

William C, Oldaker, FE
General Councel

Eedepral Election Committee
1525 K Street, N.W,

wushington, D,C, 2046
CERTIFIED MAIL == R, R.R.

CERTIFIED
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MAIL




. Mur. 755

V &V DEVELOPMENT, INC.
1550 BROADWAY
CHULA VISTA, CALIF. 92011
(714) 426.2593
BUILDERS & DEVELOPERS

November 21, 1978

Federal Election Commission
1325 "K' Street N.W.
Washington, D.C, 20463

Be: Campaign contribution to Lionel Van Deerlin

Dear Sir:

At the time we gave the Committee to Re-Elect Lionel Van Deerlin the
contribution check, we were unaware that it was illegal for corporations
to make campaign contributions. We do not recollect any conversation
with the Van Deerlin Campaign regarding the legality or illegality of
that contribution,

Our contribution was returned September 18, 1978 with an explanatory
note and that was the first indication of the illegality of the check
that we recall.

M
Sincetely,

T

Preside -
STATE OF CALIFORNIA |
Ay Ll
of Diego S '

VH/vp -
November 21, 1978

— before me, the undersigned. & Narary Public .
T i'e. perionally appepred . Yernon hQIt

bmgwn 1o me 13 be *Se o Pregaent. MM
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. 4 b ™ e T
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R mEnt purauant fe it oy laws or & resclution of iy bosrd of PAMELA HUGIMNROTH ‘
NOTARY PUBLIC - CALIFORMIA §

diraetarn 1 -
SAN DIEGD COUNTY o
TR ESS ,.,I;y’_” ocial seal f{f My comm. expives m%ﬁ
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_Pamela llugenroth

e T r] r r.-._
dvame [Typed or Printed [This arma for official aatarial vesl]

{Corporation) First Amarian Title T ampany

Form 3002
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[ederal Election Commission
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COMMITTEE TO RE-ELECT CONGRESSMAN LIONEL VAN DEERLIN
19: 28

P.0. BOX 1363 » SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 92112
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November 20, 1978

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20463

Att: Mr., William C. Oldaker

Dear Mr. Oldaker:

Thank you for your letter of November 3, 1978. The
Commission's determination regarding our Committee is appreciated.

In reference to Mr. Akerstein's telephone conversation with
a member of the Commission's staff regarding the American Tunaboat
Association, and his indication that our Committee previously
received contributions from that Association, please be advised
that the Committee's records reveal that the Committee has never
received a contribution from the Assoclation other than the one
disclosed to us by the Commission's letter of September 7, 1978,

What apparently confused Mr. Akerstein, was the fact that over
the past five years, the Committee has received personal contributions
from Mr. August Felando, the General Manager of the American Tunaboat
Association. In the San Diego area, one automatically assoclates the
name of Mr. Felando with the Association, and this would appear to
include Mr. Akerstein.

My letter to the Commission of September 12, 1978, wherein I
indicated that telephone calls were made to the three contributors
in question was in error. I am now advised by staff that only two
contacts were actually made.




Mr. Vernon Holt of V and V Development Co., who was
contacted by Mr. Akerstein, informed Mr. Akerstein that the
V and V Development Company check which was made payable to
the Coomittee was written on V and V's partership account,

The second call was made by the Committee bookkeeper to
Mr. Larry 0'Brien at the offices of the NBA. When our
bovkkeeper was advised that Mr. 0'Brien was not avallable, she
asked to speak to another official, where upon she was connected
with an individual whose name she neglected to record. Our
bookkeeper identified herself and the purpose of her call and
when she inquired as to the nature of the entity of the NBA,
was informed that the NBA was an association, which our bookkeeper
construed as being non-corporate in character.

Our Committee has no pald staff and consists of the volunteer
efforts of both Mr. Akerstein and our bookkeeper. Mr. Akerstein
is quite conversant with the FEC regulations, and both he and
the bookkeeper are quite aware that it is illegal to accept political
contributions from corporations.

Since the Committee is small in size and in regular oral
communication with each other, there are no written memos of our
discussions relating to the type of verification which should be
made to guard against acceptance of contributions which may be
in violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act. We will endeavor
to be more vigilent in the future.

We trust that the foregoing 18 an acceptable response to your
November 3, 1978 letter. I regret that the pressures of my schedule
precluded me from responding to your letter within the 10 days you
allotted.

Sincerely,

f ,.'n'/ .

7y 1/

I."I .";. /,r'("llrr {I‘ ‘,If i
F Y ! L b

Michael 8. Witte

Treasurer
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Harmsin, CARPENTER & WILKINSON

4 FEOFEES iONAL CORPONATIODN . . i
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November 17, 1978
CERTIFIED MAIL =
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 07954

Ms. Miriam Aguiar

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: MUR 755
Dear Ms. Aguiar:

In keeping with our telephone conversation midweek, I
enclose the Affidavit of Clifton C. Payne in reply to the Com-
mission's letter of November 3, 1978.

- I would hope that the foregoing sufficiently answers
your inguircy.

In addition to Mr. Payne who is the Controller of the
American Tunaboat Association, I also asked Mr. John W. Sutliff,
~ a public accountant who keeps the books for the American Tuna-
boat Association, to make his own independent investigation. Mr.
Sutliff would concur with Mr. Payne that the books and records of
the American Tunaboat Association for the past five years reveal
no other contributions teo Congressman Van Deerlin.

The General Manager of the American Tunaboat Associa-
tion, Mr. August Felando, is in Spain until November 27. I trust
that Mr., Payne's Affidavit answers your inquiry. Should you need
additional information from Mr. Felando, kindly contact me.

The American Tunaboat Association regrets the incident
and the embarrassment this may have caused for Congressman Van

Deerlin.

Very truly you

- H‘-‘

Samuel Carpenter Q:"‘*'Q*u

for

HARMSEN, CARPENTER & WILKINSON
SC:pw
Enclosure

cc: Messrs, August Felando, Clifton C.
Payne and John W. Sutliff




AFFIDAVIT OF CLIFTON C. PAYNE

STATE OF CALIFORNIA )

) 88.
COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO )

I, CLIFTON C. PAYNE, declare:

l. I am the Controller of the AMERICAN TUNABOAT
ASSOCIATION and have served in that capacity for many years.

2. I have examined the records of the AMERICAN
TUNABOAT ASSOCIATION for the past five years, and find no
contributions made to Congressman Van Deerlin or any poli-
tical committee acting on his behalf other than the $200.00
contribution on 20 February 1978 referenced in the Federal
Election Commission's letter of November 3, 1978.

My review of the records of the AMERICAN TUNA-
BOAT ASSOCIATION upon which the foregoing statement is based
included a complete review of all check vouchers, journals,
and accounts where any such contributions would likely be
found. The review discloses that there were none other than

above referenced.

3. I have no clear recall of the incident men-
tioned in the Federal Election Commission's letter of
November 3, 1978, though I did sign check No. 7396 dated
February 17, 1978 in the amount of $200.00 to the Committee
to Re-Elect Cong. Van Deerlin. A copy of that check is

attached. It was prepared by one of the secretaries in our

office under someone else's direction. I signed the check
as did Mr. Felando and Mr. Silva without fully appreciating




the consequences of any viclation of the Federal Election
Campaign Act.

4. 1 can only assume that the check was requested
under the misapprehension that this was in the nature of a
non-political testimonial for Congressman Van Deerlin rather
than as an election contribution as indicated by the check.

5. There was certainly no intent on my part, or to
my knowledge the part of any other officers or members of the
AMERICAN TUNABOAT ASSOCIATION, to violate the Federal Elec-
tion Campaign Act. The check was inadvertently issued and
was returned to the embarrassment of the AMERICAN TUNABOAT
ASSOCIATION and Congressman Van Deerlin's staff.

6. The implication contained in the November 3,
1978 letter of the Federal Election Commission that there were
other contributions to Congressman Van Deerlin from the AMERICAN
TUNABOAT ASSOCIATION is not substantiated by our records or
any recollection of mine. I can only assume that the confusion
may be with personal contributions made by either officers or
members of the Association.

DATED:

g ég é;;g&gééf{ (:;?i C:E%%ifsz—
C N Cs PAYNE 7

DFFICIAL SEdL
'[Sé'ﬁHEL CARPENTER
CALIF HIA
TS50 N [-;.--“;;p_- MJILMI:H-.—
N R A S~ R Sy
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MS MIRIAM AGUIAR

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K STREET NW
WAShINGTON DC 20463




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N W
WASHINGTON DO, H4ed

November 3, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN ERECEIPT REQUESTED

President

National Basketball Association
2 Pennsylvania Plaza, Suite 2010
New York, New York 10001

Dear Sir:

Based on information ascertained in the normal course
of carrying out its supervisory responsibilities, the
Federal Election Commission has found reason to believe
that the National Basketball Association may have violated
certain provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act of

1971, as amended (“the Act").

Specifically, it appears that the National Basketball
Association contributed $200 on 14 February 1978 to the
Committee to Re-Elect Lionel Van Deerlin (Committee) in
violation of Section 44l1bf{a) of the Act. This section of
the Act prohibits corporations from making contributions
to Federal political committees. Although we note that the
Committee returned this contribution to you on 19 September
1978, the Act was violated when the contribution was
originally made. We have numbered this matter MUR 755.

Under the Act, you have an opportunity to demonstrate
that no further action should be taken against you. Please
submit any factual or legal materials which you believe are
relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter. Where
appropriate, statements should be submitted under oath.

Additionally, Mr. Bill Akerstein, of the Congressman's
Washington staff, and Mr. Michael Witte, treasurer for the
Committee, have stated to us that when questicned on the
source of the funds, the Association assured the Committee
that the contributions were from legal and not corporate
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sources. In your response, please disclose the identity

of the individual who has been in contact with the Committee
regarding your 14 February contribution, his or her position
in your Association, and describe any conversations or
communications that may have taken place with the Committee
on the guestion of the corporate nature or legality of the
contribution,

The Commission is under a duty to investigate this
matter expeditiously. Therefore, your response should be
submitted within ten days after your receipt of this noti-
fication.

If you have any guestions, please contact Miriam Aguiar,
the staff member assigned to this matter at 202-523-4177.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.5.C. §437g(a) (3) (B) unless you wish the investigation to
be made public.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please have such counsel so notify us in writing.

Sincerely,

\_C,L_,L'ZE“//'?"*"(/ALJ

William C. QOldaker
General Counsel




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET MW
WASHINGTON. DC. X461

November 3, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

President

American Tuna Boat Association
1l Tuna Lane

San Diego, CA 92101

Re: MUR 755
Dear Sir or Madam:

Based on information ascertained in the normal course
of carrying out its supervisory responsibilities, the
Federal Election Commission has found reason to believe that
the American Tuna Boat Association may have violated certain
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as
amended (the "Act").

Specifically it appears that the American Tuna Boat
Association contributed $200 on 20 February 1978 to the
Committee to Re-Elect Lionel Van Deerlin (Committee) in
violation of Section 441b(a) of the Act. This section of
the Act prohibits corporations from making contributions to
Federal political committees. Although we note that the
Committee returned this contribution to you on 19 September
1978, the Act was violated when the contribution was
originally made. We have numbered this matter MUR 755.

Under the Act, you have an opportunity to demonstrate
that no further action should be taken against you. Please
submit any factual or legal materials which you believe are
relevant to the Commission’s analysis of this matter. Where
appropriate, statements should be submitted under oath.

Additionally, Mr. Bill Akerstein of the Congressman's
Washington staff has informed us that the American Tuna Boat
Association has contributed in the past to Congressman Van
Deerlin's election campaign. In your response, please advise
the Commission of the dates of these contributions. Further,
Mr. Akerstein and Mr. Michael Witte, treasurer for the
Committee, have stated that when gquestioned on the source




of the contributions,

the Association assured the Committee
that the contributions were from legal and not corporate
funds.

Please disclose the identity of the individual who
has been in contact with the Committee regarding your 20
February contribution and any other contribution, state his
or her position in your Association, and describe any con=
servations or communications that may have taken place with

the Committee on the guestion of the corporate nature or
legality of the contribution(s).

The Commission is under a duty to investigate this
matter expeditiously.

Therefore, your response should be
submitted within ten days after your receipt of this noti~-
fication.

1f vou have any questions, please contact Miriam Aguiar,
the staff member assigned to this matter at 202-523-4177,

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.5.C. §437g(a) 13) (B)

unless you wish the investigation to
be made public.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please have such counsel so notify us in writing.

Sincerely,

William C, Oldakér
General Counsel
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 h STREET N W
WASHING 10% DO, Xd6)

November 3,1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Committee to Re-Elect Congressman
Lionel Van Deerlain
Mr. Michael B. Witte, Treasurer
[* P.0O. Box 1363
San Diego, CA 92112

~ Re: MUR 755
- Dear Mr. Witte:
o On Nevember 2 , 1978, the Commission determined

to take no further action against your Committee in connec=

c tion with your acceptance of contributions from the American

- Tuna Boat Association, V & V Development Company ana the

) National Basketball Association, which may have violated

— 2 U.S.C. §441b(a).

o= We do, however request that you provide the following

o~ information. ©On 11 September 1978, Mr. Bill Akerstein of
Congressman Van Deerlin's Washington Staff informed a

- Commission staff member that the American Tuna Boat Associ-

ation has contributed in the past to the Congressman's
election campaign. Please advise the Commission of the
dates of these contributions and state where these contri-
butions have been reported. Further, in your letter dated
12 September 1978, you stated that "telephone calls were
made to the three contributors in gquestion when the checks
were received" and that you were "assured that the contri-
butions were from legal sources." Please disclose the
identity of the individuals with whom you were in conver-
sation, state their respective positions in the association
or company with whom they are connected, and the substance
of the conversations concerning the legality of the "sources.'
In addition, what instructions, if any, has the Committee
issued to its staff members as to how to guard against the
acceptance of contributions which may be in viclation of the
Federal Election Campaign Act. Please submit copies of any
memos that have been given to the staff in this regard.




Please respond within ten days of your receipt of this
letter.

Should you have any questions regarding this matter,
please call Miriam Aguiar at 202-523-4177.

Sincerely,

o e~ 7w d ber)

William €. Oldaker
General Counsel
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1925 K SIREET N W
WASHINGTON. DC. 20461
November 3, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

President

V & V Development Company
1550 Broadway

Chula Vista, ca 92011

Dear Sir or Madam:

Based on information ascertained in the normal course
of carrying out its supervisory responsibilities, the
Federal Election Commission has found reason to believe
that V & V Development Company may have violated certain
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as
amended ("the Act").

Specifically, it appears that V & V Development Company
contributed 5600 on 20 February 1978 to the Committee to
Re-Elect Lionel Van Deerlin (Committee) in violation of
Section 441b(a) of the Act. This section of the Act prohibits
corporations from making ceontributions to Federal political
committees, Although we note that the Committee returned
this contribution to you on 19 September 1978, the Act was
violated when the contribution was originally made. We have
numbered this matter MUR 755.

Under the Act, you have an opportunity to demonstrate
that no further action should be taken against you. Please
submit any factual or legal materials which you believe are
relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter. Where
appropriate, statements should be submitted under oath.

Additionally, Mr., Bill Akerstein of the Congressman's
Washington staff, and Mr. Michael Witte, treasurer for the
Committee, have stated to us that when questioned on the
source of the funds, your company assured the Committee that
the contributions were from legal and not corporate funds.
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In your response, please disclose the identity of the
individual who has been in contact with the Committee
regarding your 20 February contribution, state his or her
position in your company, and describe any conversations

or communications that may have taken place with the Committee

on the quescion of the corporate nature or legality of the

contribution,

The Commission is under a duty to investigate this

matter expeditiously.

Therefore, your response should be

submitted within ten days after your receipt of this noti-

fication.

If you have any questions, please contact Miriam Aguiar,
the staff member assigned to this matter at 202-523-4177,

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S5.C. §437g(a) (3) (B) unless you wish the investigation

to be made public.

1f you intend to be represented by counscl in this
matter, please have such counsel so notify us in writing.

SENDER  Complese sema | 0, andd b
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vl i

38 WENLIE

YA CRALEED OMY OJuNEMI Q3NILSITIN * LR

I The following service is requesied (check one)
1 Show 1o whom and date delivered
Show 10 whom, date, and address of delivery
] RESTRICTED DELIVERY
" Show to whom and dare delivered
] RESTRICTED DELIVERY
" Show 1o whom, date. and address of delwery §

(CONSULT POSTMASTER FOR FEES)

2 ARTICLE_ADDRESSED TO: Freadest
é* U Develepmcat Jf
rrj.‘s& rpad wa

[

loiode, Col. 90t

1 ARTICLE DESCRIPTION:

REGISTERED MO | EEMIFIED NO

INSURED MO

(Always sbinin ol paldra viie 57

I have received the article Mﬁg’d{bmr
SIGNATURE [ Addresser Authoried agent
e L b

&

7 Rea
.

U4

-

%
J9 50 FRIAOWHEY

e 2 - . F
Hln YA A 7R

CLEAN'S
INITIALS

& UMABLE TO DELIVER BECAUSE:

m Hﬁ’*_?zﬁw - B E

ﬁg el

Sincerely,

CJm 7 ol den

William C, Oldaker
General Counsel




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Committee to Re-Elect Congressman
Lionel Van Deerlin

Michael B. White, Treasurer
American Tuna Boat Assiciation

V & V Development Company
National Basketball League

T Tt T N T N T T

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons , Secretary to the Federal
Election Commission, do hereby certify that on November 2,
1978, the Commission determined by a vote of 4-0 to
approved the following recommendations, as set forth in
the First General Counsel's Report dated October 30, 1978,
regarding the above-captioned matter:

1. Take no further action against the
Committee to Re-Elect Lionel Van Deerlin.
Send the letter attached to the above-

named report.

Find reason to beliewve that the American

Tuna Boat Association, the V & V Development
Company and the National Basketball League
violated 2 U.S.C. §44lb(a) in connection

with contributions to the Committee to
Re-Elect Lionel Van Deerlin. Send the letters
attached to the above-named report.

Voting for this determination were Commissioners
Springer, Tiernan, Thomson, and Harris.
- - f}f
“.*"E"Z.? e Frloaypect Tl Cmo)l e

Date arjorie W. Emmons
Secretary to the Commission

Received in Office of Commission Secretary: 10-30-78, 1:23
Circulated on 48 hour vote basis: 10-31-78, 4:00




. Riiwsa T. Garr
WOR 755 ' -

Please have the attached Pirst General nnunul'i
Report on MUR 755 distributed to the Commission on a
48 hour tally basis.

Thank you. :
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DERAL ELECTION CDMHISSIO

1325 K Street, ’ECEW’ED
Washington, D.C. 20453 ""anTi#,.

DATE AND TIME OF THAHSHIQHHL : MUR NO. 755
BY OGC TO THE COMMISSION . g FE FEEEI?ED
BY- &¢C
STAFF

MEMBER Aguiar

SOURCE : INTERNALLY GENERATED

RESPONDENTS : Committee to Re-Elect Congressman Lionel
Van Deerlin

Michael B. Witte, Treasurer
San Diego, CA

American Tuna Boat Association
San Diego, CA

V & V Development Company
Chula Vista, CA

National Basketball Leaque
-~ New York, New York

~RELEVANT STATUTE: 2 U.5.C. §441b(a)

L]

INTERNAL REPORTS CHECKED: Public Records

-
FEDERAL AGENCIES CHECKED: None

re
*

™ GENERATION OF MATTER

A review of the 10 April 1978 quarterly reports filed by the Committee
to Re-Elect Congressman Lionel Van Deerlin (the "Committee") disclosed the
receipt of three contributions which appeared to be contributions in vioclation
of 2 U.S.C. §441b(a): a $200 contribution on 20 February 1978 from the
American Tuna Boat Association (Association)’ a 5600 contribution on
20 February 1978 from the V & V Development Company (Company); and a $200
contribution on 14 February from the National Basketball League (League).
This matter was referred to the 0Office of General Counsel by the Reports
Analysis Division on 4 October 1978 (See Attachment I).




® F ®
EVIDENCE

The Committee was notified of the surface violation on 7 September
1978 and submitted a response on 19 September 1978. The Committee stated
that the three contributions had been refunded and that the refunds would
appear on their 10 October quarterly report. Further, Mr. Witte, Treasurer
for the Committee, disclosed that upon receipt of the three contributions
in question, the Committee telephoned each contributor and was assured that
"the contributions were from legal sources."” (See Attachment II).

In a telephone conversation with Chip Foley of the Reports Analysis
Division on 11 Sept. 1978, Mr. Bill Akerstein, of Congressman Van Deerlin's
Washington staff and speaking on behalf of the Committee, stated that they
(the Committee) were surprised that the contributions were in fact from
corporate funds as they (the Committee) were assured by each contributor
that the funds were not from a corporate entity. Further, Mr. Akerstein
noted that the Association "had given the Committee campaign contributions
for years." (See Attachment III). An examination of the Committee's 1976
reports filed with the Commission fail to disclose any contributions from
the Association. The Commission has not notified the Association, the
Company and the League of the violation.

or ANALYSIS
. 2 U.S.C. §441b renders it unlawful for a corporation to make contri-
butions in connection with federal elections. It is also a violation of
4his section for any corporate officer or director to consent to any such
contributions. Further, a candidate or political committee cannot knowing-
1y accept or receive any contributions in violation of this section.

Considering the fact that the Committee promptly refunded the contribu-
tions upon notification of the violation, and the fact that the Committee
stated it had been assured by each contributor that the funds were in fact
#rom legal sources, we think that no further action should be taken against
the Committee. However, the Commission should find reason to believe that
€he Association, the Company and the League violated 2 U.S.C. §441b(a). 1/

*.

RECOMMENDATION

(1) Take no further action against the Committee to Re-Elect Lionel
Van Deerlin. Send attached letter.

(2) Find reason to believe that the American Tuna Boat Association,
the V & V Development Company and the National Basketball League violated
2 U.85.C. §44lb(a) in connection with contributions to the Committee to
Re-Elect Lionel Van Deerlin. Send attached letters.

ATTACHMENTS

Referral memoc from Reports Analysis.

Qerrers to the American Tuna Boat Association, V & V Development Company,
National Basketball Association, and Committee to Re-Elect Cong. Van Deerlin -

l? Neverpheless, we propose to ask the Committee, as well as the three
contributors, for more details about these "assurances." See attached
proposed letters.
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LEP

DATE _19-4-70

TO fice

THROUGH: STAFF DIRECTOR D%?

FROM ASSISTANT STAFF DIRECTOR FOR RE

a2 o

CANDIDATE/COMMITTEE:

Committee

CA/ 42

To Re

TREASURER: Michael B.

ADDRESS: P.O. Nox ]1363

San Diego, CA
AFFILIATES):

NONI
Mk

ALLEGATION(S): CITE:

Commiktese has received 2 U.S
corjsorate contributions.

MANNER IN WHICH REVIEW WAS INITIATED if ot}

RTS ANALYSIS i'

e Lan normal review,

,D.{\J.- FORE w‘ TING W.f

P CRIRAL ":I’LI'_T

Ponald

ANALYST R/C

TEAM CHIEF _Peter Kell, Jr.@ﬁﬁi
COMPLIANCE REVIEW 0%

EPORTS ANALYSIS /&#

Arouse

-Elect Congressman Lionel Van Deerlin

Witte

92])2

ATTACHMENT(S)

.C. 441b 22

- F iy "-

AND

il

ATTACHMENT

REPORTS: Al reports within the dates Iisied below have receved wmitizl basic review. For all rz-ores
revivwed, see Altachment |,

PERIOD COVERED FROM _1/1/78 2 TO 3/AL/13 s B

TOTAL RECEIPTS § _25.449 TOTAL EXPENDITURES $10,418

CASHON HAXD s _47,157 : DELTS s 0 s

HISTORY:

RLSULTS OF REVIEW,

The 5.V, letter was mailed £ the

committeo

ATTACHMENT

3

on 9/7/18.Aresponse was received from the 4

committee on 91978 indicating that the refands

are boinyg wade,

COMMUNICATIONS WITH CANDIDATE;COMMITTEE: ATTACHMENT

Bill Akerutein, of the Congrescman's DLC ffice,

sj0ke with Ron Krouse on 9/11/78. #3
KEASUNIS) FOR REFERRAL: ATTACHMENT
3l af 3 ne to the Cooos H Il e Yeloerral O
0.G.C. for all corporite/u 1 contributlions oves g

el t ING ACTIONS INITIATED BY RAD ATTACHMENT
L

OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION

Copy of the itemization of t relunds (doue on the Oct, 10

report) will be forwvarded o YouLr o o when thev are re-

Ce 1ol

Yy RAD.

Prev IOWS % gcrrals 3

None

¥
k

RAD Foma |
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In reply please refer to 45?1{?E-EGRK

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION ‘1

1925 K STRIT | NW. . ,
WASHING TON,D.C, 204163 7 September 1378

Michael B. Witte, Treasurer
Conmittee to Re-Elect Congressman
Lionel Yan Deerlin 4

P.0. Box 1363
San Dieqgo, California 92112

Dear Mr, Witto:

This letter is prompted by the Commission's interest in assisting
candidales and comnittees who wish to comply with the Federal Election
Canpaign Act, as amended. Curing review_of the April 10 Quarterly
Report of Receipts and Expenditures, we noticed entries indicatipng that
you iray kiave accepted contributions from a ‘corporation. Eoruurate con-
tributions are prcﬂ1F*'uﬁ by the Act, unless the contribution is made by
1 Separate segregated fund estoblished by the EGrLi"il . E capy of
Lhat portion of vyour FLPUIL is attached for your review and clarification.

Thn Cornission recowmends that if you have accepted prohibited
contrinutiang thet yvou rveturn the full apounts to the donors, These
velurng o the ceatiribubtion should be renorted firrediately by lelter

mab shouid be reflectod as a contribution refund on your next report
br ipts amnd expenditures. 1f the identification of the source of
Li : contrioutions are incomplete or incorrect on the original raport,
il sulntit @ statement which would clarify these particular matters '
for the public record.  You may do so by u.\“_iug your original report
|'_r' ot togye
Mease notify the Commission within fifteen (15) days from the date
of this letter of the determination made on this matter, If you have
oy rwentions concerning this natter, please do not hesitate to contact
WolU}=24-0530, our Reports Analyst assigned to you., Our local
er is 523-4048,
Sincer
L-n—/:‘r‘ .ﬁ*"w
Orlandeo B. Motter o
Staff Director AR ifato bt
: | el
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September 12, 1978 i tom
W @B T
£ ® =
g R . 3 2 8 9
Federal Election Commission -

1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Ref: 4SV1/78-B6RK

Att: Orlando B. Potter

Dear Mr. Potter: Co’E7

Thank yvou for your letter of September Tth
advising me of the Comcittee's acceptance of
prohibited contributions reported in our April 10
Quarterly report. : N ——t

Telephone calls were made to the three contributors
in guestion when the checks were received and we were
assured that the contributisns were from legal sources.

However, these contributions have been returned in
full and will be so reported in our next guarterly report.
I}

Sincerely, ) "I

N{U 1 ,1;//&{7,
| | )
'*‘u.c"l'u‘:’[u'."fhi hlﬂ:{l'-f"
Treasurer
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FEDIRAL ELLCTION COMMISSION

1925 K SIRIET NW
WASHINGION.DC. 20463 !'!.t'erh 151 1978

SUrPLEMENTAL 32 )
MEMORAMNDUN TO: The Commission / / ‘.0/
= j;’ifpf i

FroM: William C. Dld“hi:£/F

SURBJFCT: Changing thcfﬂﬂi:;sniun*n Thresheld fo
Making MUR=z of Corporatc/Union Contrib
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contributions zZooreasting 5109 :
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1025 K SIREET N W
WASHING TON DO W6

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

President

American Tuna Boat Association
1 Tuna Lane

San Diegoc, CA 92101

Re: MUR 755
Dear S51r or Madam;
Bascd on information ascertained in the normal course

of carrying out its supervisory responsibilities, the
Federal Llection Commission has found reason to believe that
A i

lie American Boat Rssociation may have viclated certain
provision Foderal Llection Camg In Act £f 1971, as
i coc LT Y
C - t t Fy Tl Mina Boat

ASs cioti 20 ] 0 bruary 1278 to the
Co tt Van rlin {Committoe) in
violatid of the Act, This section of
the ACL pr tions from making rontributions to
Fe 11t ces. Although we note that the
Co tt h ontribution to you on 19 September
1978, t iolatced when the contribution was

inall have numlm:red this mabtioar MUR 755,

* the Act, you have opportunity ko demonstrate
that no £ action should be taken againot you. Please
= £ ar 11 or leqgal materials which vyou believe are

' the Cumnission's annlysis of thin matter. Wherc

1o, sraktemsuts should be subinitlted upder oath.
iditionally, Mr. Bill Akerstein of thw Congressman's
rkon staff has informed us that the Muerican Tuna Doat

has contributed in the past to Congressman Van
i3 lect ion campalign. In your response, least 1dvis
ot the detes of these contributions. Further,
M and Mr. Michael Witte, treasurer for the
& have stated that when guestioned on the source




of the contributions, the Association assurrd the Committee
that the contributions were from legal and not corporate
funds. Please disclose the identity of the individual who
has been in contact with the Committee regarding your 20
February contribution and any other contribution, state his
or her position in your Association, and describe any con=-
servations or communications that may have taken place with
the Committee on the question of the corporiate nature or
legality of the contribution(s).

The Commission is under a duty to investigate this
matter expeditiously. Therefore, your response should be
submitted within ten days after your receipt of this noti-
fication.

If you have any questions, please contact Miriam Aguiar,
the staff member assigned to this matter at 202-523-4177.

mirtter will remain confidential in accordance with

§437q(a) (3) (B) unless you wish the investigation to

r'.':l.: i".
counsel in this

Eify us in writing.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET MW
WASHING TON, DO 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

President

V & V Development Company
1550 Broadway

Chula Vista, CA 92011

Dear Sir or Madam:

Bascd on information ascertained in tho normal course
ol carrying out 1ts supervisory responsibilities, the

Fediral Election Commission has found reason to believe
that V & VvV bevelopment Company may have violated certain

provisions of the Federal Election Camb: n A of

amanded {("the het" o ACe

Spoecifically, it appears that
Lributed $600 on 2 ‘ebruary 1978 to the
Ro-LCleet Lionel Y '
vaection 441b{a) of the Act. This e
orporations from making cuniributions
conmitteoes. Although we note thnt the
itis contributicn to vou on 19 Septombs

clated when the contribution was

¥ (Commikt




-

In your respunse, please disclose the identity of the
individual who has been in contact with the Committee
regarding your 20 February contribution, state his or her
position in your company, and describe any conversations

or communications that may have taken place with the Committee
on the guestion of the corporate nature or legality of the
contribution,

The Commission is under a duty teo investigate this
matter expeditiously. Therefore, your response should be
submitted within ten days after your receipt of this noti-
fication,.

I1f you have any questions, please contact Miriam Aguiar,
the staff member assigned to this matter at 202-523-4177,

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.5.C. §437g(a)(32) (B) unless you wish the investigation
to be made public.
you intend to be represented by unsel in this
matter, please have such counscl so notily us in writing.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

RS K SIREFT NW
WASHING TON DU, AM6)

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

President

National Basketball Association
2 Pennsylvania Plaza, Suite 2010

New York, New York 10001

on information ascertained in the normal courso
] out its supervisory responsibilities, the
3o L n has found reuason to believe

ation mavy have violated
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sources. In your response, please disclose the identity

of the individual who has been in contact with the Committee
regarding your 14 February contribution, his or her position
in your Association, and describe any conversations or
communications that may have taken place with the Committee
on the guestion of the corporate nature or legality of the
contribution,

The Commission is under a duty to investigate this
matter expoeditiously. Therefore, your response should be
submitted within ten days after your receipt of this noti-
fication.

L=t

ase contact Miriam Aguiar,
atter at 202-523-4177.

If you have any questions, ple
the staff membor assigned to this m

Thiis matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.5.C. §437a(a) (3) (B} unless you wish the investigation to
ke made public.

If vou intind to b

reprosented by counsel in this
matter, ploease have such counsel s if =

in writing,



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

TRMS K STRELT N\
WASHING TOS IL . i

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Committce to Re-Elect Congressman
Lionel Van Deerlin

Mr. Michacl B. Witte, Treasurer

P.O0. Box 13G3

San Diego, A 92112

-:'”-.1.--" _‘|,|

1948, the Commission determined
further otion against your Committee in connec
ur acce il : F contributions from the
velopment Company and

ch may have violated

vido the followd
Bill Akerstein
informed




@ o

Please respond within ten days of your receipt of this
'letter.

Should you have any questions regarding this matter,
please call Miriam Aguiar at 202-523-4177.

Sincerely,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel
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REFER TO f.*._x::'{L.a.u'x onReVel sibe GkFORE cq‘msg.vc, \
Misfg, 755
REPORTS ANALYSIS I' ¢ ERIRAL SHLEET -
DATE __19-4-78 ANALYST Ronald Hrouse ﬁf"é
TO: 0ffice of General Counsel TEAM CHIER- Peter KEIi"Jrﬁngﬂi;
THROUGH: STAFF DIRECTOR nb@‘ COMPLIANCE REVIEW %A.QL
FROM: ASSISTANT STAFF DIRECTOR FOR RI:‘:FORTS ANALYSIS @ g’
CANDIDATE/COMMITTEE: Committee To Re-Elect Congressman Lionel Van Deerlin
Ca/s42
TREASURER: Michael B. Witte
ADDRESS: P.O. Box ]363
San Diego, CA 92]]2
ALLEGATIONIS): CITE: ATTACHMENT(S)
Committee has received 2 U.5.C. 441b 2

corp'orate contributions.

MANNER IN WHICH REVIEW WAS INITIATED if other than normal review, AND DATE: /3, /; v

ATTACHMENT

REPORTS: Al reports within the Jates listed below have received nitial basic review. For all reporis
reviewed, see Attachment |,

PERIOD COVERED FROM _1/1/78 TO 3/31/78

TOTAL RECEIPTS $ _25,449 TOTAL EXPENDITURES §10,418
CASHON HAND 5 _47,157 DEBTS 5__ 0

HISTORY:

RESULTS OF REVIEW: ATTACHMENT
The 5.V. letter was mailed to the committee 3
on 9/7/78.A response was received from the #4

committee on 9/19/78 indicating that the refunds
are being made.

COMMUNICATIONS WITH CANDIDATE;COMMITTEE: ATTACHMENT
Bill Akerstein, of the Congressman's D.C. office,
spoke with Ron Krouse on 9/11/78. #5
REASON(S) FOR REFERRAL: ATTACHMENT
3/15/78 memo to the Commission requiring the referral to
0.G.C. for all corporatef/union contributions over 2z
Siuw . '
OTHER PENDING ACTIONS INITIATED BY RAD: ATTACHMENT
NONE

OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATIGN:

Copy of the itemization of the refunds (due on the Oct. 10
report) will be forwarded to your office when they are re-
ceived by RAD.

PT'ETiWE g ‘{ﬂ'mjs RAD Form 1

M}ﬂ@_ e
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jomengres, B L. PRS0 ¢

Memized Receipts, Contributions,
Loans, Rebates, and Transfers
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=TT |heme ot Camdcaie w Commanen o gl ‘
Comictee to Re-Elect Congresscuu lianel Van Deerlin
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« |American Tuna Boat Association
1 Tuna Lane

San Diego, California 92101
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Iun‘l Receipts, Contributions,
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Loans, Rebates, and Transfers
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‘ Commitice to Re-Elect Congressman Lionel Van Deerlinm
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August Krutzch

5819 Folsom Drive
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“In reply please refer to 45V1/78-86RK

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STRILT NW 1978
WASHING TON,D.C. 20463 ¥ Gughigsber

Michael B, Witte, Treasurer
Committee to Re-Elect Congressman
Lionel ESE Deerlin ‘ -
P.0. Cox 1
San Diego, California 92112
Dear Mr. Witte:

This letter is prompted by the Commission's interest in assisting
candidates and committees who wish to comply with the Federal Election
Campaign Act, as amended. During review.of the April 10 Quarterly
Report of Receipts and Expenditures, we noticed entries indicating that
you may have accepted contributions from a ‘corporation. Corporate con-
tributions are prohibited by the Act, unless the contribution is made by
a separate segregated fund established by the corporation. A copy of
that portion of your report is attached for your review and clarification.

The Conmission recommends that if you have accepted prohibited
contributions that you return the full amounts to the donors. These
returns of the contribution should be reported immediately by letter
and should be reflected as a contribution refund on your next report
of reccipts and expenditures. -If the identification of the source of
these contributions are incomplete or incorrect on the original report,
please subimit a statement which would clarify these particular matters
for the public record. You may do so by amending your original report
by letter,

Please notify the Commission within fifteen (15) days from the date
of this letter of the determination made on this matter. If you have
any questions concerning this matter, please do not hesitate to contact
Fon Krouse (600)424-9530, our Reports Analyst assigned to you. Our local
telephone number is 523-4048,

Sincerely,

Benr Al

Orlande B. Potter

Staff Director I o T
§ eili aidy b
Enclosure )
Certificd Mail: . i - ot
Return Receipt Requested 2.0 jwlSol - 1Y 022
. SRR - =
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COMMITTEE TO RE-ELECT CONGRESSMAN LIONEL VAN DEERLIN
P.0. BOX 1363 « SAN DIEGD, CALIFORNIA 92112

SEP 141978 8 SEF 16t 931
REGULAR MAIL | | g = A
a = [+ a
o 2 3
>»& = I
l'-'__ m _'_
- | ' E=: :‘
Septembe 2, 1978 P = A
£z 8 =
Federal Election Commission “ % 3
1325 K Street, N.W,
Washington, D.C. 20463
Ref: 45V1/7B-86RE
Att: Orlando B. Potter .
Dear Mr. Potter: Ciff??ﬁ??

Thank you for your letter of September 7th
advising me of the Comnittee's acceptance of
prohibited contributions reported in our April 10
quarterly report. -

Telephone calls were made to the three contributors
in guestion when the checks were received and we were
assured that the contributions were from legal sources.

However, these contributions have been returned in
full and will be so repurted in our next quarterly report.

i

sin¢erely.

f(f

Hﬁchael B. Wit
Treasurer
7

MEW:1lp

Enclosures
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TCLECOM i

: Bill Akerstein iu Ron Krouse ‘é’ " " !OI 7 :
‘.' 9/11/78 : - . ‘

RAME OF COMMITTEE OR CAKDIDATE Cmte. To Re-Elect Cung::cssman Lionel Van Deerlin CA/42

TELEPHONE NUMDER: | . | - ¢

Mr. Akerstein of the Congressman's D.C. staff called to inquire about the

S.V. letter on Inc. contributions that they reported received on the Q2 report.

I told him that the three contributions were determincd as corporate contributions
- after contacting the Secretary of State's office in the state in which the company
was incorporated. He said that they were surpriscd because they asked if the funds
were corp and were assured each time that they were not. The Tuna Boat Assoc.
he said had given Van Deerlin a campaign contribution for years. I told him to
inquire of the corps if they gave the contributions from a separate segregated
political fund. If not, they contribution will have to be returned. He will contact
« the corps to see what further action is desired.

'f*-m=’l.rrar;




FEDLRAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1% K STRIL D MW
WASHING TON_ D C Jidiy

TS IS THE BEGIMHING OF MUR #

Date Filmed

aneraman




