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BEE‘E THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMSSION

In the Matter of

Lenore Etchison, Candidate; MUR 709(78)
Committee to Elect Etchison

U.S. Senate

— et N N

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal
Election Commission, do hereby certify that on September
25, 1978 the Commission determined by a vote of 6 -0 to

adopt the recommendation of the General Counsel to take

the following actions in the above captioned matter:

o

~N 1. Find probable cause to believe that Lenore
Etchison and the Committee to Elect Etchison

o U.S. Senate have violated 2 U.S.C.§434 for

e failure to file a 30 day post-election report.

~. 2. Incorporate this matter into the civil action

which has been filed by the Commission against
e Lenore Etchison and the Committee to Elect

Etchison '76.

Attest:

Marjorie W. Fmmons
cretary to the Commission

NDate

Report Aated- 9-20-78
Received in Office of Commission Secretary: 9-21-78, 10:35
9 .21-78, 3 45

Circulated on 48 hour vote basis:
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September 21, 1978

MEMORANDUM TO: Marge Emmnons

FROM: Elissa T. Garr
SUBJECT: MUR 709
Please have the attached General flounsel's Report

on MUR 709 distributed to the Commission on a 48 hour

tally basis.
Thank you.
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BEFOI‘THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMM‘ION

In the Matter of

Lenore Etchison, Candidate;
Committee to Elect Etchison
U.S. Senate

MUR 709 (78)

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

I. BACKGROUND:
On August 28, 1978, Reports Analysis Division referred

to the Office of General Counsel the names of Lenore

Etchison and the Committee to Elect Etchison U.S. Senate
for failure to file a 30 day post-primary report. Reason
to believe was found on June 20, 1978 and reasonable cause
to believe was found on July 7, 1978 that respondents were
in violation of 2 U.S.C.§434 for their failure to file.
Respondents' names were published by the Commission on

August 7, 1978.

IT. ANALYSIS:

Lenore Etchison was a candidate for the United States
Senate in the Nebraska Republican primary held on May 9, 1978.
(See newspaper article attached). Ms. Etchison lost the
election receiving 21% of the total vote cast. The Committee
to Elect Etchison U.S. Senate is the principal campaign
committee of Ms. Etchison.

A civil action has been filed by the Commission against
the Committee to Elect Etchison '76 for failure to file
reports in 1977. A review of Lenore Etchison's records

indicates that she and her committee also failed to

file a 10 day pre-primary report for the 1978 Nebraska




o
o ®

primary election.

In view of these facts, the General Counsel's Office
recommends that the Commission find probable cause to believe
that Lenore Etchison and the Committee to Elect Etchison
U.S. Senate have violated 2 U.S.C.§434 for failure to file
a 30 post-primary report. We also recommend that the
Commission authorize the General Counsel's Office to
incorporate in the civil action against the Committee

to Elect Etchison '76 respondents' failure to file the

30 day post-primary report.

an

o) III. RECOMMENDATION:

-

~ 1. Find probable cause to believe that Lenore
Etchison and the Committee to Elect Etchison

& U.S. Senate have violated 2 U.S.C.§434 for
failure to file 30 day post-election reports.

o

N 2. Incorporate this matter into the civil action
which has been filed by the Commission against

cC Lenore Etchison and the Committee to Elect
Etchison '76.

c

~

7/7«0/78 %ﬁzﬂ/y//@

;
/ pATE/ WILLIAM C. OLDAKER
GENERAL COUNSEL

Attachments: Certification
Newspaper articles . o
Referral memo from Reports Anaylsis Division
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Lenore Etchison seeking GOP nomination

Serate candidate may

OMALIA (UPL, — A candidate for the
Republican U S. Senate nomination may
not only use her car ior transportation to
campaign appearances but may liveinit
as well. it was reported Monday.

No one in Sarpy County, including
school district officials, knows where
\lrs. Lenore Etchison has been living
since authorities said she was asked to
ieave a Papillion apartmeat about a vear
ago.

However. Mrs. Etchison listed the
Pupillion address in January when she
changed party registration from
Democratic to Republican. The ac-
count of Mrs. Etchison’s residence. or
the lack of it. was carried in Monday's
oditions of the Nmaha World-Herald.

Saturday in Lincoln. a reporter at the
state GOP Founders Day asked her

s
P 7

Lenore Etchison
where she lived. but she declined to com-
ment, saving. "My press secretary will
get in touch with you.”

LNl T pf

* be living in car

The press secretary, Mrs. Jo Bragg ot
Lincoin. larer told a reporter he could
meet Mrs. Etchison at the University of
Nebraska at Omaha library Sunday. The
reporter went to the iibrary but was told
no one had seen the candidate.

I don't know how to get in touch with
her.” Mrs. Bragg said. “'She is on the
move. I've never asked her where she
lives.” :

Mrs. Bragg said Mrs. Etchison con-
tacted her Mondav and said speaking
engagements elsewhere prevented her
from keeping the UNO appointment.

A report filed by Sarpy County Sherifi
Pat Thomas and interviews with others
.ndicate Mrs. Etchison and her son,
Hughie, about 16, may be living in the
familv's car.

ETCHISON continued Page 11
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Etchison

(red.)

“There are a number of
reports spe is living in her
car.” a Sarpy County official
said. The operater of a late-
hour coin laundry said
Papillion residents have
reported seeing the Etchison
car in the parking lot behind
the jaundry at night.

“We have found discarded
faod containers in the trasip.”
the operator said.

Or Jan. 29. when the
temperature was 3 below zero,
Thomas said. he observed Mrs.
Fichison's car parked at a
camper hookup near the Offutt
Air Force Base lake and
pavilion.

In his report. Thomas said
AMrs. Etchison was in the front
seal reading a newspaper and
the son was 'n the rear seat,
deeping. Thomas. who has
inown Mrs. Eichison since she
vas a teacher i Beilevue, said
.0 approached the car and
:sked Mrs. Etchison if she was
;1 right and she said she was.

1 couid not see what tvpe of
weting apparatus she had
noked 10 the eiectricai out-
. Thomas said. adding that
' appeared to de “very hot”
asude the car.

Thoimas sald there was "'so
nuch paraphernslia™ in the
ack seat that there was no
nom ‘or her son to stretch out.
-Thomas said he saw

newspapers. pots and pans.
7¢ piastic bag filled with cab-
1ge — what appeared to be
ibbage all cut up

Sarpy Courty officials think

Mrs. Ethison's husband,
Hubert, is now living in
Georgia. Mrs. Etchison, who
filed for the Senate as a
pauper. recently applied for
aid - to - dependent - children
pavments ot $250 monthly. She
has not followed up on her
application with the necessary
documentation. officials said.

Mrs. Etchison, who made a
twken showing in the 1976
Democratic U.S. Senate
primary. is the mother of two
daughters. both of whom at-
tend Smith College 1n
Northhampton, Mass.. one of
the nation’'s most exclusive

From Page |

women's colleges. Papillion

“High School Principal Keith

Pollard said Hughie Etchison
is a good student and is a
member of the school track
team.

However, school officials
said thev are uncertain where
Mrs. Etchison lives or what is
considered her iegal address.

Sarpy County attornev Pat
Kellv said he wrote for the
schooi board an opimion stating
that “residency 1s a state of.
mind.”

“I've always had a difficuit
time defining residency or
domicile,” Kelly said.

- sad

Plow—""

— T
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By David Beeder

Y-ro

The operator of a late-hour
coin laundry said Papillion

that they had no problem and
this officer then left the scene ™

Candidate’s Hoine Apparently Inside Her Car
. 2

World-Herotd Sttt Writer

MrsTTTWT Tt hison of Pa-
pillion, candidate for the Re-
publican nemination for the
U.S. Senate, is a woman who
declines to say where she lives.

She does not live at the ad-
dress she listed in January
when she chavged party regis-
tration. The owner of the buld-
ing at the address said she has
not lived there for about a year.

In Lincoln Saturday, at Re-
publican Founders' Day, she
was asked by a newsman where
she lived. She refused to say.

"My press secretary will be
in touch with you," she said.

The press secretary, Mrs. Jo
Bragg of Lincoln, called later
and said a reporter could meet
Mrs. Etchison at the University
of Nebraska at Omaha library
Sunday.

A reporter went to the library
Sunday, but found no one who
had scen Mrs. Etchison.

“I don't know how to get in
touch with her,” Mrs. Brd;,;,
said later Sunday. “‘She is on
the move,

“U've never asked her where
she lives. ™

Asked to Leave

On Monday, Mrs. Bragg said
Mrs. Etchison contacted her

R

v

* Mrs. Etchison

later and told her she did not
keep the appointment at UNO
because she had to go 10 speak-
ing engagements elsewhere.
The address listed by Mrs.
Etchison on her Sarpy County
registration card is 126 N.
Washington. It is an apartment
in the rear of a building that
houses Galaxy Construction Co.
Dave Rak, a vice president of
the company, said Mrs, Etehi-
son was asked to leave the
apartment about a year ago.
Since then, no one in Sarpy
County. including school dis-
trict officials, knows where
Mrs. Iatchison has been living,
“There are a number of re-
ports that she is living in her
car,” one official said.

residents have reported secing,
the Etchison car in the parking
lot behind the laundry at night.

Some persons reported
seeing Mrs. Etchison in the
laundry at a late hour using fa-
cilities.

“We have found  discarded
foed containers i the trash,”
the operator said.

At 4 p.m., Sunday, Jan. 29,
when the overnight low tem-
perature was nine below zero,
Sheriff Pat Themas saw Mrs,
Etchison’s 1965 Chrysler
parked at a camper hook-up
near the Offutt Air Force Base
lake and pavilion,

“The vehicle was occupied by
Mrs. Etchison and her son, ap-
proximately 16 ycars oid,”
Thomas wrote in an office re-
port.

The report said Mrs, [tchi-
son was in the front seat read-
ing a newspaper and the son
was in the rear seat sleeping,.

Hotin Car

Thomas' report said tracks in
the snow indicated the car had
been there some time.

“It had ¢lectrical lines com-
ing from the hookups,™ the re
port said.

“When | approached the ve-

hicte . . . 1 tapped on the win-
dow ... and asked if | could
help.*™

The report quoted Mrs. Et-
chison, who Thomas has known
since she was a teacher in
Bellevue, as saying she was all
ripht.

“1 could not see what tvpe of
heating apparatus she had
hooked to the electrical outlet,
but it seemed very hot inside
(the car),” the report said.

I'he report said the back seat
“had so much paraphernalia”
there was no room for young
Hughie Etchison to stretch out.

The report said Thomas saw
in the car “newspapers, pols
and pans, one plastic bag fitted
with cabbage — what appeared
to be cabbag~ all cut up.

*On the front dash of the car
was a large butcher knife that
was very dirty which looked
hke it had been cutting.cake or
something. " the report said.

Thomas concluded the report
saying: “Mrs, Etchison said

Good Student

Officials of the [aVista-Pa-
pillion School District are re-
luctant to discuss the question
ol whether Mrs. Etchison is a
qualified resident of the dis
trict,

Two of her daughters have
graduated from Papillion High
Schaol and were outstanding
students, Principal Keith Poll-
ard said.

Hughie Ltchison is Mrs. Lt-
chison’s last child in high
school, Pullard said. He said he
is a good student and a member
of the school track team.

"“lis mother picks him up af-
ter school,” Pollard said.

The girls are in an Lastern
college.

The World-Herald learned
both now are students at Smith
College, Northhampton, Mass.,
one of the country's most ex-
clusive colieges for women.

A spokesman at Smith said
Marta Etchison is a junior at
Smith and Jerolvn is a fresh-
man.

In 1976, Jerolyn won one of
the country’s most prestigious
scholarships -~ National Merit

Please turn to Page 10, Col. 1.

e Continued from Pape 1.

Scholarship — but Pollard said
the scholarship sater was re-
voked when it was learned
Terolyn had not completed one
Fnzhish course.

She fater completed it, he
said, but too late to get the
schalarship.

Jerolyn was elected teuten-
ant governor at Nebraska Girls
State in 1976, the same year her
mother was a candidate for the
Demncratic nomination to the
LS. Senate.,

Mrs. Etchision cotlected
about 5 percent of the vote com-
pared with 49 percent for the
winner, Edward Zorinsky, and
47 percent for runnerup less
Dyas.

In the 1978 campaign, Mrs.
Etchison — now a Republican
- has made few appearances.

She came late to the GOP
Founders' Day observance in
Lincoln and was denied a
chance to speak because she ar-
rived well after the time <ot
aside for campaign speeches.

Later she appeared in a tele-
viston interview on KETV,
Channel 7, with her primary op-
ponent, Don Shasteen of Hist-
LEAREAN
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CE3AYN  FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION :

1325 K SIREET NW.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

August 28, 1978

MEMORANDUM P Qﬁ <
10: ORLANDO B. POTTER? g/ ' A

FPOM:  NON-FILER coozanmmom

SUBJECT: 30 DAY POST-ELECTION NON-FILERS - REFERRAL- NEBRASKA

In accordance with the Task Force of Mon-filers, attached
please find the referral of the candidates and ccmmittees that were

i published as Non-filers for the 30 Day Post-electicn Report for the
o Primary election held in Nebraska .
2 The first notice (reascn tc believe) was sent by mailgram
ke on June 20, 1978 . The seccnd notice (reascnable cause
: to pelieve) was sent oy mailgram on July 7, 1978
™
On_ Aygust 7, 1978 , the Press Cifice issued a release
containing the names of the candidates and cammittees wnich failed
- to file the 30 Day Post-election Reports.
] . Copies of the completed kaliot chart, certified green
. cards and telecons are included in this vacket.
(@
~ i Senate
I~ : Etchison, Lenore

Committee to Elect Etchison U.S. Senate '76
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K SIRLET NW,
WASHING TON,D.C. 20463
August 28, 1978

A

b
ORLANDO B. POI*ERA?’/

TaM msmaom@)d\

NON-FILER coomnmom

30 DAY POST-ELECTION NON-FILERS - REFERRAL- NEBRASKA

In accordance with the Task Force of Mon-filers, attached
please find the referral of the candidates and cammittees that were
published as Non-filers for the 30 Day Post-electicn Report for the
Primary election held in Nebraska A

The first notice (reascn tc believe) was sent by mailgram
on June 20, 1978 . The second notice (reascnable cause
to nelieve) was sent Sy mallgram on July 7, 1978

On_ Aygust 7, 1978 , the Press Cifice issued a release
containing the names of the candidates and camtittees which failed
to file the 30 Day Post-election Reports.

Copies of the campleted ballot chart, certified green
cards and telecons are included in this vacket.

Senate

Ftchison, Lenore
Committee to Elect Etchison U.S. Senate '76
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