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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1.25K S I R1[I NWX
4 W'AYSHI\GIONI).C 20461

TIS" September 28, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Val Scarton, President
United Mine Workers of America
District 2
521 West Horner Street
Ebensburg, Pennsylvania 15931

Re: MUR 687 (78)

Dear Mr. Scarton:

The Federal Election Commission has received a
complaint which alleges that your organization has
committed certain violations of the Federal Election
Campaign Act. Specifically, it was alleged that your
organization transferred between $5,000 and $10,000
from its general treasury to a political action committee
and a congressional campaign.

The Commission has determined that, on the basis on
the information in the complaint, there is no reason to
believe that a violation of any statute within its
jurisdiction has been committed. Accordingly, the
Commission intends to close its file this matter.

Since Ny,

William .'Oldaker
General Counsel



Val Boarton,, Presiden=t
United Nine Workers of America'
District 2
521 West gorner Street'
Ebensburg# Peanslvania 191

ai :_48778)

0 Dear Mr. Scarton:

The Federal Election Commission has received a
complaint which alleges that your organization has
commlitted certain violations of the Federal Election
Campaign Act. Specifically, it was alleged that your
organization transferred between $5,000 and $10,000
from its general treasury to a political action committee
and a congressional campaign.

oThe Commission has determined that, an the basis on
the information in the complaint,, there is no reason to
believe that a violation of any statute within its
jurisdiction has been committed. 4cordinqly,, the
Commission intends to close its file on this matter.

Sincerely,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
135 SIRIA J N.W

WASINGOND(C. 20463

September 28, 1978

CERTIFItED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Steve Bender
1030 Hill Street
Nanty Glo, Pennsylvania 15943

Re: -MUR 687 (78)_

Dear Mr. Bender:

The Federal Election Commission has reviewed the
allegations contained in your notarized complaint of
August 1, 1978 and letter of June 21, 1978. On the
basis of the information therein provided, the Commission
has determined that there is no reason to believe that a
violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act has occurred.
Accordingly, the file in this matter has been closed.

The information provided in your complaint of August 1,
1978 states that between $5,000 and $10,000 of general
treasury funds of the United Mine Workers of America,
District 2, was transferred to COMPAC. Your June 21, 1978
letter states that this amount was contributed to the re-
election campaign cf. Congressman Murtha. This inconsistency,
combined with the lack of any specific information in your
complaint, effectively precludes any action by the Commission.

In addition, your complaint of August 1, 1978 states
that you "did not complain about any election or any candidate
involved in any election." These are the very areas over
which the Commission has jurisdiction. A complaint that
does not involve a Federal election or a candidate for
Federal office is outside the jurisdiction of the Commission.
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Should you acquire more specific or additional facts
or evidence that will support your allegations, please do
not hesitate to contact me. The reference number for this
matter is MUR 687 (78).

Sinc ey

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel



FffM RIdI RQESE

Steve Bender
* 1030 Hill Street

Menty Gb, Pemasylvania 15943,
Re: .H .. A. I!J6f .7

Dear Mr.* Bender:

- The Federal Election Commission has reviewed the
allegations contained in your notarized gomIFlaint of

o August 1, 1976 and lettqw of June 1, 1976. On the
basis of the information therein provided, the COMMIssion
has determined that there is no reason to believe that a

CO violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act has occurred.
Accordingly,, the file in thh. matter has been clOsed.

The information provided in your complaint of Awaut I,,
01978 states that between $5,Oo0aand $10,000 of general

treasury funds of the United M4ine Workers of Americas
District 2, was transferred to COMPC. Your June 21s 1978

Cy letter states that this amount was contributed to the re.
election campaign on Congressman murtha * This inconsistency,
combined with the lack of any specific information in your
co-mplaint, effectively precludes any action by the Commission.

in addition, your comlaint of August 1, 1978 states
that you "did not complain about any election or any candidate
involved in any election." Ybmre are the very areas over
which the Commission has jurisdiction. A complaint that
does not involve a Federal election or a candidate for
Federal office is outside the jurisdiction of the COMMission.
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ItMO 0out 10ro specific-or additiounal facts
z e~teothit, ,*jlj support your allegationso, please 40-

not *.itte o oetaot-. he reference numbr for this
matt O MMW 687 (70).S

Sincerely,

William C. Oldaket
General Codiuel



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

United Mine Workers of America,
District 2

MUR 687 (78)

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal

Election Commission, do hereby certify that on September 27,

1978, the Commission determined by a vote of 5-0 to

approve the letters, attached to the General Counsel's

memorandum dated September 22, 1978, closing the above-

captioned matter.

Voting for this determination were Commissioners

Springer, Tiernan, Staebler. Thomson, and Harris.

Attest*

Date
Secretary to the Commission

Received in Office of Commission Secretary: 9-22-78, 2:33
Circulated on 48 hour vote basis: 9-25-78, 10:00

MWE/pc
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FEDERAL E[ECTION COMMISSION
IiI( Q5 I Ri I I NW

VVASHIN(,I( )N f).(, 20461

September 22, 1978

MEMORANDUM

TO: The Commission

FROM: William C. Oldake4 .

RE: Closing Letters in MUR 687 (78)

As per the Commission 's instructions of September 13,

1978, attached hereto are letters closing the above-

referred matter.



~ FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1125 K SI R1 IJ N.W

IiI~ WASHING TONMD( 2046A

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Steve Bender
1030 Hill Street
Nanty Glo, Pennsylvania 15943

Re: MUR 687 (78)_

Dear Mr. Bender:

The Federal Election Comumission has reviewed the
allegations contained in your notarized complaint of
August 1, 1978 and letter of June 21, 1978. On the
basis of the information therein provided, the Commission
has determined that there is no reason to believe that a
violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act has occurred.
Accordingly, the file in this matter has been closed.

The information provided in your complaint of August 1,
1978 states that between $5,000 and $10,000 of general
treasury funds of the United Mine Workers of America,
District 2, was transferred to COMPAC. Your June 21, 1978
letter states that this amount was contributed to the re-
election campaign of. Congressman Murtha. This inconsistency,
combined with the lack of any specific information in your
complaint, effectively precludes any action by the Commission.

In addition, your complaint of August 1, 1978 states
that you "did not complain about any election or any candidate
involved in any election." These are the very areas over
which the Commission has jurisdiction. A complaint that
does not involve a Federal election or a candidate for
Federal office is outside the jurisdiction of the Commission.
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Should you acquire more specific or additional facts
or evidence that will support your allegations, please do
not hesitate to contact me. The reference number for this
matter is MUR 687 (78).

Sincerely,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K SJTRiH N.W

-4 VVA iSINCGJON, .C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Val Scarton, President
United Mine Workers of America
District 2
521 West Homner Street
Ebensburg, Pennsylvania 15931

C, Re: MUR 687.(78)

Dear Mr. Scarton:

The Federal Election Commission has received a
complaint which alleges that your organization has
committed certain violations of the Federal Election
Campaign Act. Specifically, it was alleged that your
organization transferred between $5,000 and $10,000
from its general treasury to a political action committee
and a congressional campaign.

The Commission has determined that, on the basis on
071 the information in the complaint, there is no reason to

believe that a violation of any statute within its
jurisdiction has been committed. Accordingly, the
Commission intends to close its file on this matter.

Sincerely,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel



Soptembei' 22, 1978

IU30VDU TO:Nag s

vlim& Eli55a T. Garr,

~UUCT: Z4M 687

Please have the attce Mmo. and letters distributed

to the comisSion on a 48 hour tally basis.

Thank you.

C



BEOETHE FEDERAL EECTION~ Cf44ISSION

In the Matter of)
?4JR 687

United Mine Workers of Anerica, )
District 2, Ebensburg, Pa. )

CERTIFICATION~

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal Election

Cai1Tission, do hereby certify that on September 13, 1978, the CcomTission,

determined by a vote of 5-0 to direct the Office of the General Counsel

to draft for CorTnission approval a letter to the cmplainant in !4JR 687

indicating that on the basis of the notarized caplaint dated August 1,

1978 it does not appear to be a mtter within the jurisdiction of the

FEC, and that if there are any other specific facts the ccurplainant

wishes to apprise the Ccrmission of, the mtter will be given further

study.

Voting for this determination were Ccuiissioners Aikens, Harris,

Staebler, Thomnson, and Tiernan. Conrnissioner Springer was not Present

at the tinm of the vote.

a4/Lrz, vr
Date Marjorie W. Emmions

Secretary to the Conmission
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K I R1 H N.W

WAINIOD September 12, 1978

MEMORANDUM TO- CHARLES STEELE

FROM- 'flRJORIF W1. EMMIONS

STJ93JECT OIBJECTTON - MUR 687 .- First General
Counsel's Report dated 9-3 79
Received in OCS- 9-9.-78, 5!05

The above--named document was circulated4 on a AS

hour vote basis at 4-00, ce~tember 11. 1979.

Commissioner Harris submitted an objection at

1157 this late thereby nlacinq MTJTn 697 on the amended

Agenda for Seotember 13. 197R.

A copy of Commissioner !1arris' vote sheet is

attached.

ATTACHME'1P

Vote Sheet

cc- Co-mmissioner :larris
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OEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSIO*
1325 K Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20463

FIRST GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

DATE AND TIME OF TRANSMITTAL SP817
BY OGC TO THE COMMISSION SP 817

COMPLAINANT'S NAME:-

RESPONDENT'S NAME:

~RELEVANT STATUTE:

INTERNAL REPORTS CHECKED:

FEDERAL AGENCIES CHECKED:

MUR NO. 687
DATE COMPLAINT RECEIVED
BY OGC ___

STAFF
MEMBER_ Lipkin

Steve Bender (Pa.)

United Mine Workers of America, District 2,
Ebensburg, Pa.

2 U.S.C. 44lb(a)

Reports of Coal Miners Political Action
Committee and Congressman John Murtha

None

SUMMARY OF ALLEGATIONS

In an unnotarized complaint of June 21, 1978, the complainant alleged
that between $5,000 and $10,000 was taken from the general treasury of the
United Mine Workers of America, District 2 (Ebensburg, Pa.) and given to

r~Congressman John Murtha. (See attached letter) By letter of June 28, 1978,
the complainant was advised of the proper procedure for submitting a
complaint, whereupon, a notarized complaint, dated August 1, 1978 was
received by the Commission on August 22, 1978. In this second letter, the
complainant referred to his earlier complaint, but now stated that the funds
allegedly transferred went to the Coal Miners Political Action Committee
(COMPAC). (See attached letter)

PRELIMINARY LEGAL ANALYSIS

The complaint may state a possible violation of 2 U.S.C. 441b(a).
This section, which prohibits a labor organization from making a contri-
bution or expenditure in connection with a federal election, may have been
violated if the monies were, in fact, transferred as alleged.

The reports show that in only one quarter in the period between
January 1, 1977 and June 30, 1978 did COMPAC's receipts approach or exceed
the amount alleged to have been transferred (third quarter, 1977). In the
quarter ending June 30, 1978 (which is the time the complainant first
wrote to the Commission), COMPAC received only $966.99. Further,
Pennsylvania contributors (the home base of UMWA, District 2) only gave
$247 to COMPAC in the last year and a half, with none of the $247 contri-
buted during 1978. UMWA, District 2, is not registered with the Commission.
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The reports of Congressman John Murtha reveal that he has received
no contributions of any sort from COMPAC or the UMWA, District 2.

Complainant states that it is impossible for him to get any
documentation to support his allegation, and, at this stage, his complaint
is specific enough to warrant an investigation of UMWA, District 2.

RECOMMENDATION

Find reason to believe that District 2 of the United Mine Workers
of America violated 2 U.S.C. 441b(a) and approve the attached letters.

Attachments

Notarized complaint of August 1, 1978
Unnotarized complaint of June 21, 1978
Letter to Respondent
Letter to Complainant
Certification
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William C. Oldalker, General Counsel

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20463

Dear Mr. Oldaker: T

6

I received your letter of June 28, 1978 pertaining to my recent

complaint. I did not complain about any election or any candidate

involved in any election.

I still feel that there is a legal basis for a complaint. 
I

stated that $5,000-00 to $10,000.00 was illegally spent 
and I am

requesting an immediate investigation of the financial 
records of

District 2, UNWTVA.

Ao far as getting-any documrrentationl, it is impossible for me

to obtain. I want to state very clearly that I know an illegal 
act

was conmitted by the officers of UNWA District #2 so far as they

gave a large amount of money to Compac from the general fund of

District #'2 which is a violation of the law. There is no way possible

I can got the evidence without your help.

Very truly yours

I,' I,"Steve Bender

/ 1030 Hill Street

'2 Naity Go, Pennsylvania 15943

'L ,. Phone 814/749-0436

)OIIN ['RAVF, NOTARY PUDLIC
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c 4 f FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K IRH I N-W

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Val Scarton, President
United Mine workers of America,

District 2
521 West Horner Street
Ebensburg, Pennsylvania 15931

Re: MUR 6871(78)

Dear Mr. Scarton:

The Federal Election Commission has received a

complaint which alleges that your organization committed
certain violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act.
We have numbered this matter MUR 687 (78). The Commission

has reason to believe that the matters alleged therein
state a violation of 2 U.S.C. 441b(a). Specifically, it
is alleged that your organization transferred between

$5,000 and $10,000 from its general treasury to that of

the Coal Miners Political Action Committee (COMPAC) and
to Congressman John Murtha for use in connection with a
federal election.

Under the Act, you have an opportunity to demonstrate
that no action should be taken. Please submit any factual

or legal materials which you believe are relevant to the

Commission's analysis of this matter. Where appropriate,
statements should be submitted under oath.

The Commission is under a duty to investigate this

matter expeditiously. Therefore, your response should be

submitted within ten (10) days after receipt of this noti-
fication.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with

2 U.S.C. 437g(a) (3) (B) unless you notify the Commission in

writing that you wish the investigation to be made public.
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if you have any questions, please contact 
Gary D.

Lipkin, the attorney assigned to this 
matter, at 202-523-

4529.

If you intend to be represented by counsel 
in this

matter, please have such counsel so notify 
us in writing.

Sincerely yours,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
B25 K STRUT NW

4 4* WASHINCION,D)C. 2046.1
S14 r[S Ot

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Steve Bender
1030 Hill Street
Nanty Glo, Pennsylvania 15943

Re: MUR 687 (78)

Dear Mr. Bender:

The Federal Election Commission has completed a
preliminary review of your complaint and has numbered
it as MUR 687 (78). Please refer to this number in any
further correspondence.

A summary of your complaint has been forwarded to the
respondent. If you have any further information, please
submit it within five (5) days of your receipt of this
letter.

The Commission's enforcement procedures are set forth
in 2 U.S.C. 437g. Please note that 2 U.S.C. 437g(a) (3) (B)
prohibits any person from making public the fact of "any
notification or investigation" by the Commission without
the written consent of the respondent.

The attorney assigned to this matter is Gary D. Lipkin
(telephone no. 202-523-4529). Please do not hesitate to
write or call him if you have any questions.

Sincerely yours,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1,325 K S I R1 I VN.W
WAN IIN(,ION,D.C. 20463

August 23, 1978

Steve Bender
1030 Hill Street
Nanty Gbo, Pennsylvania

Dear Mr. Bender:

15943

This is to acknowledge receipt of your complaint
of August 22, 1978, alleging violations of the Federal
Election Campaign Laws. A staff member has been
assigned to analyze your allegations and a recommenda-
tion to the Federal Election Commission as to how this
matter should be handled will be made shortly. You
will be notified as soon as the Commission determines
what action should be taken. For your information, we
have attached a brief description of the Commission's
preliminary procedures for the handling of complaints.

Lester N. ca
Assistant General Counsel
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August 1, 1978

William C. Oldaker, General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N. W.
Washington, D). C. 20463

Dear Mr. Oldaker:

I received your letter of June 28, 1978 pertaining to my recent
complaint. I did not complain about any election or any candidate
involved in any election.

I still feel that there is a legal basis for a complaint. I
stated that $5,000.00 to $10,000.00 was illegally spent and I am
requesting an immediate investigation of the financial records of
District 2, UM~WA.

As far as getting any documentation, it is impossible for me
to obtain. I want to state very clearly that I know an illegal act
was committed by the officers of TJNWA District #2 so far as they
gave a large amount of money to Compac from the general fund of
District #2 which is a violation of the law. There is no way possible
I can get the evidence without your help.

JOHN PRAVE, NCTPY PU )(i!f
mAIy C:

Very truly yours,

%~2iLC
Steve Bender
1030 Hill Street
Nanty Glo, Pennsylvania

Phone 814/749-0436

15943

(I ec At.tqz Ck (.w" -

- . r,



*,eve mnaer
L03G-jill St.
gaxity "Glo, Pa. 159)43

William C. Oldaker, General Counsel
Federal Election Committee
132$ K Street, N. W.
Washington, D). C. 20463
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June 21, 1978

General Council
Federal E~lection Commission
1325 K Street, 1,. W.
Washington, D2. C. '20463,

iDear Sir:

I am requestine that an investigation be made of the finances
of the United Xvine Workers of America, D~istrict 2-2, Ebensburg, Pa.

hinds amounting to between V"',O000 and 10,OOO have been taken
C. from the General fund without the permission of the membership. This

money to the best of my knowledge was given to Cong- ressman lhurthla for
hlis re-olection, some was also given to other politicians without the
,noi.led-e of the full mzembercship. Therlefore, since this is a violation
of the election laws, I am askinCg you to conduct an investigation into
tis matter as soon as possible because the statute of limitations
.wil run out.U

If I can be of aoliy ass-istance do n1,ot hesitate to contact me.
I aai also sure tha t the &ecutive Board and Valerie Scarton whio is
"Ici the Drosident of the district will be only too -lad to cc-operate
T"ith your office. I zam sure that the federal laws iere violated.

.iipin tohear' from you as soon as possib le, I remain

Ver-y truly yours,

Steve Bender
1030 hill St.
lDanty Glo, Penna. 15943

.2ele-ohone lie. 614 /703-%36
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