





BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of
MUR 068 (75)

President Ford
(Gramshammer)

COMMISSION ACTION

The Federal Election Commission has reviewed the
complaint in this matter and has concluded that there is
no reason to believe that any violation of the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, has been com-
mitted. The Federal Election Commission has accordingly

, to close the file in this matter.
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

MUR 068 (75)
President Ford
(Gramshammer)

GENERAL COUNSEL's REPORT

I. Allegations

In an unauthorized letter dated December 30, 1975, one
Bruce Craig alleged that a dinner given by Sheika Gramshammer
on December 30, 1975, in Vail, Colorado and attended by
President Ford, during his vacation in that area was in
fact an unreported fundraising event. The letter writer
asserted that all costs incurred by President Ford and his

entourage in connection with the dinner would have to be

reported as expenditures. F?“‘:;uggggppunvqnu
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Mr. Craig presented no evidence in support of his alle-

II. Evidence

gations. However, the President Ford Committee, following
notification of the Craig letter, supplied the Commission

with various documents indicating it had no connection with
the Gramshammer dinner. Subsequently, the Committee submittee
an affidavit from Mrs. Gramshammer denying that the dinner

was a fundraiser. The affidavit stated that the solicitations
for contributions to the Ford campaign were sent out inde-
pendently of the dinner and were in no way "tied to or inter-

related to (the) dinner." However, the affidavit did concede
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that the solicitation mailing list contained the names of
some of the persons invited to the dinner.

The President Ford Committee has indicated that it will
send letters to all persons offering to return contributions

to all persons who made donations in response to the

Gramshammer letter. R BT STIEISSION
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III. Analysis and Recommendations GFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL

In order to establish that the costs of the Gramshammer
dinner were expenditures within the meaning of the Federal
Election Campaign Las of 1971, as amended (the Act), the
Commission would need evidence showing (1) Mrs. Gramshammer's
solicitations were connected with the invitations; (2) the
President Ford Committee put its imprimatur on the whole
operation. However, as this MUR presently stands there is
not only no such evidence, but indeed, in view of the
Gramshammer affidavit, and the materials supplied by the
President Ford Committee, there appears to be little likeli-

hood that such evidence can be produced.

IV. Conclusion
Since there appears to be no factual basis for Mr. Craig's

allegations, the file in this matter should be closed.

hn G. Murph
General CounsSel

pate: JUN 03 1978




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

MUR 068 (76)
President Ford
(Gramshammer)

FEDERAL FLECTION COMMISSION

21 DAY STAFF REPORT UFHL‘;M FILE ¢
L

I. Allegations

In an unnotarized letter dated December 30, 1975, one Bruce
Craig alleged that a dinner given by Sheika Gramshammer on
December 30, 1975, in Vail, Colorado and attended by President
Ford, during his vacation in that area was in fact an unreported
fundraising event. The letter writer asserted that all costs
incurred by President Ford and his entourage in connection with

the dinner would have to be reported as expenditures.

II. Evidence

Mr. Craig presented no evidence in support of his allegations.
However, the President Ford Committee, following notification of
the Craig letter, supplied the Commission with various documents
indicating it had no connection with the Gramshammer dinner.
Subsequently, the Committee submitted an affidavit from Mrs.
Gramshammer denying that the dinner was a fundraiser. The affidavit
stated that the solicitations for contributions to the Ford campaign
were sent out independently of the dinner and were in no way "tied to

or interrelated to (the) dinner." However, the affidavit did concede
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that the solcitation mailing list contained the names of some
of the persons invited to the dinner.

The President Ford Committee has indicated that it will send
letters to all persons offering to return contributions to all

persons who made donations in response to the Gramshammer letter.

III. Analysis and Recommendations

In order to establish that the costs of the Gramshammer dinner
were expenditures within the meaning of the Federal Election Cam-
paign Law of 1971, as amended (the Act), the Commission would need
evidence showing (1) Mrs. Gramshammer's solicitations were connected
with the invitations; (2) the President Ford Committee put its
imprimatur on the whole operation. However, as this MUR presently
stands there is not only no such evidence, but indeed, in view of
the Gramshammer affidavit, and the materials supplied by the
President Ford Committee, there appears to be little likelihood

that such evidence can be produced.

IV. Conclusion
Since there appears to be no factual basis for Mr. Craig's

allegations, the file in this matter should be closed.

Orlando B. Potter John G. Murphy, Jr.
Staff Director General Counsel
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March 22, 1976

FEQERTL ELLOTICN sn*mssmn

Michael Hershman, Esquire : S B JP‘
Federal Election Commission . M ¥

1325 K Street, N. W. (,; ';d. Lm;.mx BWNSEL
Washington, D. C. 20463

Re: President Ford - Vail, Colorado
Dinner, December 29, 1975

Dear Mr. Hershman:

Pursuant to your recent request, I enclosed herewith
an affidavit from Ms. Gramshammer, dated March 17, 1976,
in which she affirms, under oath, the statements made by
her in her letter, dated February 24, 1976, which was
previously forwarded to you.

Because of the length of time involved in the inves-
tigation of this matter, I would appreciate it if the
Commission could expedlte its resolution of this matter
based upon the accompanying affidavit and the previous
statements submitted to you in connection therewith.

If I can be of any further assistance to you in connection
with this matter, please do not hesitate to telephone me.

Slnzerely,

Robert P. Visser
General Counsel

RPV/dm
Enclosure

The President Ford Committee, Howard H. Callaway, Chairman, Robert Mosbacher, National Finance Chairman, vacn C. Moot, Trmsunr A copy of our
Report is filed with the Federal Election Commission and is available for purchase from the Federal Electi , W D.C. 20463.




AFFIDAVIT

STATE OF COLORADO ) FEDTOAL ELECTION COMMISSION

CITY AND )ss.: (. FICIAL FILE COPY

COUNTY OF DENVER
! GirioE OF GEncaAL COUNSEL

The undersigned Sheika Gramshammer, being first duly sworn
deposes and states as follows:

My husband and I hosted a private dinner for the President
on December 29, 1975.

It was my original intention to host a fundraising dinner.
but was advised from Washington (through letters and telephone calls)
that President Ford's vacation was not to be interferred with a fund-
raising event. As hosted before, my husband and I, therefore,
decided on a dinner party including mutual friends of the President
and ours. It was a totally private affair honoring the President.

Independent of this above-mentioned dinner I did send out
contribution cards which I had previously received from the President
Ford Committee, using my personal mailing list of friends and ac-
quaintances. I have used this mailing list before for charity events
and it did include some of the people that were also invited to our
dinner. At that time I did not include the explanatory material
since I had been talking to most of my friends previously. At no
time was my request for contribution tied to or interrelated to the
invitation to my dinner.

I would like to inform you that, in fact, I am not aware
of the response to the contribution cards.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have affixed my signature this [7”“'
day of March, 1976.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this ,/ZE day of March,

Witness my hand and official seal.

"

My commission expires: VCZL4/,Z¢4£‘4//‘1? /527&:
A g4

¢/C(AZ/%£:;£2;;:CA;/

Notafy Public




President Ford Committed

$B26LSTHEEY NW., SUITE 250, WASHINGTON, D C 20036

-

~

R D
i)k a.il;dtu\JLL

Michael Hershman, Esquire
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N. W.
HAND DELIVERY Washington, D. C. 20463




AFFIDAVIT

STATE . OF COLORADO | peornay CLECTION COMMISSION

COUNTY OF DENVER HER R i
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The undersigned Sheika Gramshammer, being first duly sworn
deposes and states as follows:

My husband and I hosted a private dinner for the President
on December 29, 1975.

It was my original intention to host a fundraising dinner
but was advised from Washington (through letters and telephone calls)
that President Ford's vacation was not to be interferred with a fund-
raising event. As hosted before, my husband and I, therefore,
decided on a dinner party including mutual friends of the President
and ours. It was a totally private affair honoring the President.

Independent of this above-mentioned dinner I did send out
contribution cards which I had previously received from the President
Ford Committee, using my personal mailing list of friends and ac-
quaintances. I have used this mailing list before for charity events
and it did include some of the people that were also invited to our
dinner. At that time.I did not include the explanatory material
since I had been talking to most of my friends previously. At no
time was my request for contribution tied to or interrelated to the
invitation to my dinner.

I would like to inform you that, in fact, I am not aware
of the response to the contribution cards.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have affixed my signature this Z/”Q

day of March, 1976. 2
M
(S ol 0 s ol e i 2 B g (i

SHEIKA GRAMSHAMMER

g 7
Subscribed and sworn to before me this //Z/ day of March,

Witness my hand and official seal.

My commission expires: ,;dczzt//;f./«;éd/j/,f (YL

«
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Notary Public
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President Ford Committee

1828 L STREET, N.W., SUITE 250, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20038 (202) 457-8400

February 24, 1976

CONFIDENTIAL

renraaL FUERTICH eSS
Michael Hershman, Esquire E;ﬁj: d
General Counsels Office “*}ﬁfj;&cuicﬂ;
Federal Election Commission OFFILE Ui Uiicans bed
1325 K Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20463

Re: President Ford-Vail, Colorado
Dinner, December 29, 1975

Dear Mike:

- In accordance with your request, I enclose herewith
a self-explanatory letter from Mrs. Gramshammer regarding
the above-referenced matter. I trust that this letter will
enable you to resolve this matter in the very near future.

If you have any further questions, please do not
hesitate to telephone me.

Sincerely, )

Gold

Robert P. Visser
General Counsel

John G. Murphy, Esq.

The President Ford Committee, Howard H. Callaway, Chairman, Robert Mosbacher. National Finance Chairman. Robert C. Moot, Treasurer. A copy of our
Report is filed with the Federal Election Commission and is available for purchase from the Federal Election Commission, Washington, D.C. 20463.
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Bramshammer, ]llt,b sl " Telephone: 303/476-5626

P. O. BOX 506 Pepi Gromshammer
VAIL, COLORADO 81657 ) Sheika Gramshammer

FEB. 18, 1976
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GEN.COUNSEL - PRES. FORD COMMITTEE TR
1828 L STREET N.W., SUITE 250 G o
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036

MR. ROBERT P. VISSER FEDERAL FrrnTion ggnmﬁsm
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BEFIGE Lo Coiiadas sushotl

DEAR MR. VISSER,

THIS LETTER IS IN RESPONSE TO YOUR INQUIRY RELATING TQO THE
PRIVATE DINNER WHICH MY HUSBAND AND I WERE HOSTING FOR THE
PRESIDENT ON DECEMBER 29TH, 197S.

IT WAS MY ORIGINAL INTENTION TO HOST A FUNDRAISING DINNER

BUT WAS ADVISED FROM WASHINGTON (THROUGH LETTERS AND TELEPHONE
CALLS) THAT PRESIDENT FORD'S VACATION WAS NOT TO BE INTERFERRED
WITH A FUNDRAISING EVENT. AS HOSTED BEFORE, MY HUSBAND AND I,
THEREFORE, DECIDED ON A DINNER PARTY INCLUDING MUTUAL FRIENDS
OF THE PRESIDENT AND OURS. IT wWAS A TOTALLY PRIVATE AFFAIR
HONORING THE PRESIDENT.

INDEPENDENT OF THIS ABOVE MENTIONED DINNER I DID SEND OUT
CONTRIBUTION CARDS WHICH I HAD PREVIODUSLY RECEIVED BY THE PRESIDENT
FORD COMMITTEE, USING MY PERSONAL MAILING LIST OF FRIENDS AND
ACQUAINTANCES. I HAVE USED THIS MAILING LIST BEFORE FOR CHARITY
EVENTS AND IT DID INCLUDE SOME OF THE PEOPLE THAT WERE ALSO INVITED
TO OUR DINNER. AT THAT TIME I DID NOT INCLUDE EXPLANITORY MATERIAL
SINCE I HAD BEEN TALKING TO MOST OF MY FRIENDS PREVIOUSLY. AT NO
TIME WAS MY REQUEST FOR CONTRIBUTION TIED TO OR INTERRELATED TO THE
INVITATION TO MY DINNER.

I wWOouLD LIKE TO INFORM YOU HEREWITH THAT, IN FACT, I AM NOT AWARE
OF THE RESPONSE TO THE CONTRIBUTION CARDS.

I HOPE THAT THE CONFUSING COINCIDENCE BETWEEN THE DINNER INVITATION
AND THE MAILING OF THE CONTRIBUTION CARDS IS HEREWITH ENLIGHTENED.

ERELY,
Egthkxk 1CUNM§Q£U&bMAiq\

SHEIKA GRAMSHAMMER
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Michael Hershman, Esquire
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20463

PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL
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President %ﬁ £Emittee
1828 L STREET, N.W., SUITE 250, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20038 (202) 457-8400

ﬁ }rJ
February 17A101.9&5

PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL

Michael Hershman, Esquire FF"‘"‘” F’ Fi‘T"“ M"H\SSW‘
General Counsel's Office ArImay pnE on
Federal Election Commission fa,i’ R R Jdﬂ.
1325 K Street, N. W. (Eei0E 0F CER CUGHS
Washington, D. C. 20463 L1 i BEAERAL

Re: President Ford - Vail, Colorado
Dinner - December 29, 1975

Dear Mr. Hershman:
This is to confirm that I have, at your request,
requested Ms. Gramshammer to confirm in writing the facts

surrounding the above-referenced matter.

?rely,
Robert P. V:Lsser
General Counsel

Report is filed with the Federal Election Commission and is available Jor purchase from the Federal El Col

The President Ford Committee, Howard H. Callaway, Chairman, Robert Mosbacher, National Finance Chalrman _Robert C. Mool '1"'7msur¢r A Bozy of our




President Ford Committee
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Michael Hershman, Esquire
General Counsel's Office
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20463
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President Ford Commiftég:on

1828 L STREET, N.W., SUITE 250, WASHINGTON, D‘ﬂ.gm (202) fﬁm
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February 5, 1976

CONFIDENTIAL

FEDERAL I reqit “?‘M‘\SN‘

Michael Hershman, Esquire 0““} [t
Federal Election Commission ““}JHManmﬂl
1325 K Street, N. W. OFFICE UF BEb
Washington, D. C. 20463

Re: President Ford Visit to
Vail, Colorado, December, 1975

Dear Mr. Hershman:

In response to your inquiries during our recent meeting,
this is to confirm that Mrs. Gramshammer has advised me
as follows in connection with the above-referenced matter.

First, she did not include a note or other solicita-
tion material along with the PFC contribution cards which
were mailed several weeks after the invitations were mailed.
Second, she believes that she mailed approximately 150 PFC
contribution cards representing almost all of the contribution
cards provided her.

The President Ford Committee remains prepared to
send a letter as proposed in my January 20 letter to you.
I would appreciate it if you would please provide me with
your early advice in this matter.

Sincerely,

ol Vo

Robert P. Visser
General Counsel

The President Ford Committee, Howard H. Callaway, Chairman. Robert Mosbacher, National Finance Chairman, Robert C. Moot, T: A
Report is filed with the Federal Election Commission and is available for purchase from the Federal Electi (” ission, Il'ml‘s!"". S,ffy ;’ 63,
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"Michael Hershman, Esquire
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20463
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K SIRIET N.W.

WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463 FEDTRAL ELECTION COMMISSION

OFFIC.AL FILE COPY

OFFICE GF GENERAL COUNSEL
January 26, 1976

Mr. Bruce Craig
13047 Valleyhcart Drive
Studio City, California 91604

Dear Mr. Craig:

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter of
December 30, 1975 concerning Ms. Sheika Gramshammer's
dinner party in Vail, Colorado on December 29, 1975.

This matter is currently under review by the
Commission. Thank you for calling this matter to
our attention. If the Commission can he of any
assistance to you, plcase do not hesitate to contlact
us.

? iv ot ‘\‘Ly,

\_, ’\l {“f“(f wo O;Qh

v
ordon nndrpd 1(Vay
Assistant Staff Director fof
Disclesure and Complianc




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

January 21, 1976
MEMORANDUM

To: Drew McKay FERTRAL TIECTIO COMMISSION
1 L1 fee g

Al

Through: Peter Roman E{;g;j i
From: Michael Hershmanj/ “ni\.L o vecuiih LOUNSEL

Subject: Meeting with Attobhey Representing the President
Ford Committee

On January 20, 1976, at approximately 2:30 p.m. and for
about 40 minutes thereafter, David Spiegel and myself met
with Mr. Robert Visser, General Counsel for the President
Ford Committee. Mr. Visser's voluntary attendence was to
confirm the facts and circumstances surrounding Ms. Sheika
gramsggmmer's dinner party in Vail, Colorado on December

9, 1975.

Mr. Visser stated "the President's trip to Vail was
solely a personal vacation for himself and his family and was
not candidate or campaign-related". Ms. Sheika Gramshammer,
who is a personal friend of the President, had requested by
letter on October 20 to host a fundraiser for the President
while he was in Vail. On November 12, 1975, a senior White
House staff member advised Ms. Gramshammer there could be
no fundraiser, however a private reception or dinner would
be permitted. She was instructed at that time to avoid any
action which would give the dinner the appearance of being
campaign-related. On November 14, 1975, Bill Nicholson of
The White House advised the GOP party in Colorado, the
Republican National Committee and Ms. Gramshammer again,
that the President would not participate in any fundraising
activities while in Vail. Upon this understanding, President
Ford attended a private dinner at Ms. Gramshammer's home on
December 29, 1975.

OMUTiO,
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MEMORANDUM January 21, 1975
age

According to Visser, Ms. Gramshammer mailed the dinner
invitations several weeks before the dinner. Subsequently,
she mailed out contribution cards to a number of people,
including the invitees, prior to December 29, 1975. Ms.
Gramshammer went against all the advice which had been
given to her when she mailed the contribution cards before
the dinner. Mr. Visser said she went against the advice
because she is "foreign-born and headstrong and does not
have a good understanding of the law".

In view of the controversy caused by the "bad press",
Robert Mosbacher, National Finance Chairman of the President
Ford Committee, intends to mail a letter to each person who
attended the dinner stating the dinner was not a fundraiser,
and if any guest contributed to the Ford campaign thinking
it was necessary, in order to attend the dinner, the
President Ford Committee would refund the contribution.

Mr. Mosbacher decided to consult the Federal Election
Commission before mailing the letter. Mr. Visser said he
was open to any suggestions with regard to the letter. He
stated he was under orders from "Calloway and The White
House" to solve any appearance that the dinner was a fund-
raiser. David Spiegel said the Commission would respond
to him within a few days.

Before the meeting closed, I mentioned the allegations,
brought to light by George Meany, that the President Ford
Committee had received letters promising contributions if
Ford vetoed legislation concerning on-site picketing.

Visser indicated he would look into the matter.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.

FWN! ELFEHEN 8k

WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463 ﬂF F mM‘. ’ l.E cﬂpy
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January 9, 1975
MEMORANDUM

To: Drew McKay‘(:Zi..
Through: Peter Roman

From: Michael Hershman

Subject: MUR #0012

I spoke this date with Robert Visser, Counsel to the
President Ford Committee concerning the alleged fund-
raiser held by Ms. Gramshammer in Colorado. Mr. Visser
stated that although Ms. Gramshammer is an authorized
fund-raiser, she was specifically instructed not to make
the Vail dinner party a fund-raising event.

Visser agreed to document, in writing, the entire
episode by the end of next week.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION rpepyy pree

1325 K STREET N.W. 0 : ”ff:'”*fﬂ“v' agleien
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463 (ﬁiﬁqfﬂiUL FHL[.|i B Y

January 9, 1978

Mr. Bruce Craig
13047 Valleyheart Drive
Studio City, California 91604

Dear Mr. Craig:

This will acknowledge receipt of your complaint con-
cerning an alleged fund-raiser by Mrs. Gramshammer on
behalf of the President Ford Committee.

While this office will begin to review your complaint,
your complaint cannot be considered as duly filed until it
has been notarized in accordance with the Federal Election
Commission Interim Complaint Procedure Guideline (Notice
1975-9, copy enclosed).

Should you wish to refile a notarized copy of your
letter, please be so kind as to address your correspondence
to:

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20463

Sincerely,

Gordon Andrew McKay
Assistant Staff Director for
Disclosure and Compliance

UTiQ,
NOWUH Oy
QQ

rg.91® .




January 7, 1976

TELEPHONE CONTACT MEMO
®©
FROM: Brad Litchfield ”64,0‘*

-
SUBJECT: Conversation with Robert Visser, Counsel to
the President Ford Committee on January 5, 1976

Mr. Visser called to inform me of certain actions
taken with respect to campaign contributions received
in connection with a dinner party attended by President
Ford during his Vail, Colorado vacation.

He stated that $10,000 to $12,000 in contributions
were made by individuals attending the dinner party and
that a Colorado fundraiser, contrary to instructions,
sent dinner invitationsand a solicitation for contributions
(under separate cover) to persons who attended the party.
In view of the fact that some attende@s apparently got
the impression that a contribution was consideration for
attendance at the party, the Ford Committee is sending a
letter to each person who made such a contribution offering
to return it if the contributor so desires. Mr. Visser
indicated that some press interest has been generated in
the matter and he wanted to notify the Commission as to
his perception of the facts and the action that the
Committee was taking.

rnl"_"” i ”‘.“ !’(“"“bsmn
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Dec 30 1975

. 15 1170 gty

peders siection comptentr OFFL.. 1LE GOPY
Dear Sir: OFFICE “F GENERAL COUNSEL

I wish to register a complaint with the Commission and
feel that this matter should be investigated. :

President Ford recently attended a party in Vail Colorado
- given by a Mrs. Gramshammer. It is my belief that the
true purpose of this party was to raise funds for the
President Ford Committee. It was reported over the ABC
broadcast network on the morning of December 30, 1975
that Mrs Gramshammer originally wanted to give a fund-
raising dinner for President Ford, but the Presidents
election committee convinced her that she should not call
her dinner a fundraiser, as this would mean that part of
the Presidents vacation expences would have to be charged
to his election committee.

3 0

There can be little doubt that the purpose of Mrs. Gramshammer's
party was to raise campaign funds. She has been raising

funds for the Presidents election and will continue to

do so in the future. According to ABC News, everybody

who attended the dinner is expected to send a $1000 donation

to the President Ford Committee.

77040010

I think that the only fair thing to do under these circumstances
is to have the commission investigate this matter and compare
the 1list of guests who attended Mrs Gramshammer's party against
a list of recent contributers to the President Ford Committee
and come to some sort of a decision as to the legality of this
type of contribution solicitation.

I feel that this type of solicitation is unethical, illegal,
and unfair. People should not be allowed to give a party
with the deliberate intent of raising funds, and not have it
called a fundraiser. For all intents and purposes Mrs.
Gramshammers party was a political fundraiser, even though
she does not specifically call it one.

I would appreciate hearing from you on this matter.

Sincerely,

Maaf?-
Bruce Craig




Bruce Craig
13047 Valleyheart Dr
Studio City, Ca 91604

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
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Washington D.C. 20463
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