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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

125 K STRFET NW
WASHINCTON D C. 20461

December 1g, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Jerome H. Blumenthal, Esquire
6300 South Western
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 7313%

Re: MUR 668

Dear Mr. Blumenthal:

On December 14 , 1978, the Commission determined to
take no further action against Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc.
in connection with a violation of 2 U.5.C. §441b(a) or
2 U.5.C. §4414d; and to take no further action against
Alan Merrell, Sr. in connection with a violation of 2 U.5.C.
§441la(a) (1) (A).

Accordingly, the Commission has decided to close the
file in this matter.

Willi
General Counsel
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Accordingly, the l'.'l_.hﬂon has decided to nluu the
file in this matter,

Sincerely, -
/S/

william C. Oldaker
General
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET NW
WASHNGION DC. 20463

December 18, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Don T. Zachritz, Treasurer
Edwards in '78 Committee

10800 N. May Avenue

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73120

Re: MUR 668

Dear Mr. Zachritz:

The Federal Election Commission has reviewed the
allegations of your complaint dated August 7, 1978.
Based on the circumstances of this matter, the Commission
determined on pecember 14 , 1978, to take no further
action against Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc. in connection
with a violation of 2 U,.5.C. §441lb(a) or 2 U.5.C. §4414;
and to take no further action against Alan Merrell, Sr.
in connection with a violation of 2 U.5.C. §44la(a) (1) (A).

oo Accordingly, the Commission has decided to close the
- file in this matter.

Should additional information come to your attention

para- which you believe establishes a viclation of the Act, please
] contact me, -

1§ A

Wi 111:;{/:: Oldaker
Gener Counsel
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The Pederal Election Commission
allegations of your mhht
Based on the circumstances of t‘hi.l
determined on 1978, to tll‘ no 'E-.'t.ll-.'
action against Alan NMerrell m Ing. in
with a violation of 2 U.6.C. §441b(a) or 2 U.S.C. H-mh

and to take no further astion against Alan Merrell,
in connection with a wiolation of 2 U.5.C. §ddla(a) ﬂ,l {.I.l.

Accordingly, mmmmmumm
file in this matter.
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of
MUR 668
Alan Merrell, Sr. and

Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc.

et

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal
Election Commission, do hereby certify that on December 14,

1978, the Commission determined by a vote of 4-0 to adopt

the following recommendations, as set forth in the General
Counsel's Report dated December 4, 1978, regarding the
above-captioned matter:
1. Take no further action against Alan Merrell
Chevrolet, Inc. in connection with a violation
of 2 U.S5.C. §441b(a) or 2 U.S.C. §4414.
2. Take no further action against Alan Merrell, Sr.
in connection with a violation of 2 U.S.C.
§44la(a) (1) (A).
3. Send the letters to Jerome H. Blumenthal and
Don T. Zachritz which were attached to the
above-named report.
4. Close the file.

Votina for this determination were Commissioners Soringer,

Tiernan, McGarrv, and Harris.
Attest:

Y7 s

Date Marjorie W. Emmons
Secretary to the Commission

Signed by the General Counsel: \ 12-11-78
Received in Office of Commission Secretary: ~':12-12-78, 2:44
Circulated on 48 hour vote basis: 12-12-78, 4:00
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION commpssibm L THE
December 4, 1978 AR cA

'80ECI2 P2: 44y

MUR 668

In the Matter of

Alan Merrell, Sr. and
Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc.

T T Tt ot

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

ALLEGATIONS

The Commission received a complaint from Don T. Zachritz
dated August 7, 1978, alleging that Alan Merrell, Sr. violated
2 U.S5.C. §44la(a) (1) (A) in connection with an excessive contri-
bution to the Oklahomans for Alan Merrell Committee; and that
Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc. may have violated 2 U.S5.C. §441b(a)
and 2 U.5.C. §441d in connection with a solicitation letter for
Alan Merrell, fr.

EVIDENCE AND ANALYSIS

1. Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc.

Jerome H. Blumenthal, counsel for Alan Merrell Chevrolet,
responded to the Commission's reason to believe notification in a
letter dated September 6, 1978 (Attachment I).

(a) 2 U.S.C. §441b

Mr. Blumenthal stated that one employee of the corporation
spent less than four hours typing the subject letters at a cost to
the corporation of twelve dollars. The cost of the envelopes and
the paper to the corporation was approximately four dollars. Alan
Merrell, Sr. personally paid for the postage. After Commission

notification, Alan Merrell, Sr. repaid the corporation the sum of

sixteen dollars; that amount being the total corporate expenditure
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in regard to the letters., In accordance with the Commission's
guidelines on violations of 2 U.S.C. §441b, the sixteen dollar
corporate contribution does not meet the Commission threshold for
proceeding further against a corporate contributor. We therefore
think that no further action should be taken in this matter.

{(b) 2 U.S5.C. §4414d

Mr. Blumenthal also stated that the letter which was written
on corporate letterhead was not for solicitation of funds, but rather
an announcement of his son's candidacy which was mailed to friends
and acquaintances of Alan Merrell, Sr. Although we disagree that
the letter was not used for solicitation of funds, it is not clear
that the letter would rise to the level of a "direct mailing" which
would require the 2 U.S.C, §441d disclaimer statement. In addition,
the mailing, which is alleged to be an independent expenditure would
not have to be reported by Merrell due to the minimal cost; see §109.2
(b} of the regulations) therefore it does not appear that the
Commission should pursue this matter in connection with a violation
of 2 U.S.C. §4414.

{c} There was no indication in the corporation's September 6,
1978, response or their November 2, 1978, response (Attachment II)
that there was any coercion employed by the corporation or its
officers for any of the employees to contribute to Alan Merrell's
campailgn.

2. Alan Merrell, 5r.
Jerome H. Blumenthal, counsel for Alan Merrell, Sr., responded

to the Commission's reason to believe notification in a letter dated

September 25, 1978 (Attachment III). (The complainant had alleged
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that after Mr. Merrell contributed $1,000 to his son's campaign,
he also advanced funds to the Committee for Oklahomans for Alan
Merrell ("the Committee") for room rental, photo and travel expenses.)

Mr. Blumenthal explained that after the Committee had negotiated
with the City of Oklahoma City to rent a room at the Myriad, a
representative phoned Alan Merrell, Sr. for a $150 deposit on the
room. Because none of the members of the Committee were available
on Saturday, May 13, 1978 (the date of the check) Mr. Merrell wrote
his personal check for $150. The Committee reimbursed him on
Monday, May 15, 1978. Mr. Blumenthal stated in his November 2,

1978, letter (Attachment II) that Mr. Merrell, Sr. did not pay or
advance funds for travel or photo expenses. Those expenses were
incurred by Mr. Merrell's son, Alan Merrell, Jr.

Based on the small amount involved and the fact that Mr. Merrell
was promptly reimbursed by the Committee for his personal check to
the Myriad, we believe that no further action should be taken in
connection with a violation of 2 U.S5.C. §44la(a) (1) (n).

RECOMMENDATION

(1) Tak¥= no further action against Alan Merrell Chevrolet,
Inc. in connection with a violation of 2 U.S5.C. §441b(a) or 2 U.S.C.
54414d.

{2) Take no further action against Alan Merrell, Sr. in
connection with a violation of 2 U.S.C. §441la(a) (1) (A).

{(3) Send attached letters to Jerome H. Blumenthal and Don T.

Zachritz.
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(4) Close the file.

Datd

ATTACHMENTS

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

Response from Blumenthal dated
September 6, 1978

Response from Blumenthal dated
November 2, 1978

Response from Blumenthal dated
September 25, 1978

Proposed letter to Blumenthal

Proposed letter to Zachritz

f--*/ A L)

.. LY
R .Z,
William C. Diddker’
General Counsel
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September 6, 1978

CCRTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Federal Election Committee
1325 X Stcreet, H. W,
Washington, D. C. 20463

Attention: Mr, William C. Oldaker IN RZ: MURAGSY
General Counsel

Dear Mr. Oldaker:

I represent Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc. I received a
=r copy of your letter of August 31, 1978, addressed to Alan
Merrell, Sr., President , Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc.

My client denies that the letter to which you refer
in your letter of August 31, 1978, was a solicitation of
— funds, The purpose and intent of the questioned letter was
i to announce the candidacy of Alan Merrell, Jr. The announcement
T of the talent show was merely mentioned in the body of the

lecter.
o
o I have attached a copy of the letter to which you refer.
" This letter, or an identical letter, was mailed to friends

and acquaintenances of my client, who is in the automobile
business. There was no specific mailing list used.

Less than one hundred letters were typed by an employee
of Alan Merrell Chevwrolet, Inc. This employee worked no more
than rour hours typing tﬁe letters, preparing envelopes and
affixing stamps. The employee cost was approximately three
dollars per hour, or approximately twelve dollars. The cost
of the envelopes and paper did not exceed four dollars. The
corporation's complete cost of this mailing would be about
sixteen dollars. The cost of the stamps was paid by Alan
Merrell, individual. Mr. Merrell paid for the stamps himself
because of the personal nature of the mailing. Alan Merrell




FEC Wm. C. Oldaker -2-

Chevrolet, Inc., has, and uses, a'postapge meter for corporate
mailing. You will note, if you have one of the envelopes, that
a postaze stamp was used rather than a postage meter.

The letters were not mailed to the general public.

Heither the candidate, nor his agents, were aware of
the mailing.

There was no formal contribution program.

The fact that the report indicated som2 of the omployees
were reported as having contributed the same amounts on the
same dates could have been misinternreted by vour examiner.
Checks from che employees of Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc., were
accumulated over a neriod of time and it is assumed the
receipting date was the date the checks were received by the
committee,

There were no formal contribution programs or fund raising
activities instituted by the corporation and invelwving the
employees,

No personal funds nor corporate funds were given to any
of the employees.

Alan Merrell, 5r., did not intend te violate any law,

if in fact a law was violated. Without admitting any wiolation
Alan Merrell, Sr., has renaid the corrmoration the sum of
sixteen dollars from the private funds of Alan Merrell; that

amount being the total expenditure of the corporation in regard
to the letter in question, A copy of the receint for payment
is attached hereto.

I have attemnted to answer e=ach of the allecations or
statements of your letter of August 31, 1978. We desire that
this matter remain confidential. Should there be any further
correspondence concerning this matter, please mail such
correspondence to this office.

Sincerely yours,

[ e 2
HT BLUMENWTHAL
JHB : fe
neclosures
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Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc.

1515 EAST MAIN - YUKON, OKLAHOMA 73099
: “THE
PROFESSIONALS"

405/354-2565

May 26, 1978

Once again it is time for us, as GovernmenC supporting taxpayers,
to choose a congressman to represent us in Washington, D.C,

As you know, each election we send mere and more professional
politicians to Washington who seem to spend most of their time working

-~ to further their own political ambitions to the detriment of the wvast
majority of Americans who do the work, pay the taxes and send their

~ sons to war,

Lo

My son has announced his candidacy to the U,5, Congress, State of
Oklahoma, Fifth Distvict. It is his love for this country and {ts

—

: system, and his concern for its future that moves him to do his part

- to preserve and protect our way of life., This is a serious undertaking,
but he is devoted, determined and committed,

o I believe my son, as a Congressman, will honestly work and fight
hard for all the people like you and me, He will truly be a wan that
has the time to listen and the courage to act.

& On Thursday, June 29, 1978, his friends and supporters are staging
a talent and fashion show at the Myriad in downtown Oklahoma City to

ratlse funds for his campaign, Tickets are $10,00 per person., Any amonat
of tickets you would care to purchase would be sincerecly appreciated.
Flease send your requests for tickets and your checks to me here at the
agency,

Only with all of us working together as friends and as Americans
can we ever hope to have a say among the forces which control our destiny
and the destiny of our children.

Thank you for your prayers and contribuations,

Yours Lruly,

lan Merrell
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JeroME H. BLUMENTHAL ’D m@dﬂd

E300 SoUTH WESTERN . 5 g
OKLAMOMA CITY, OKLAMOMA 73138 ) ﬂ g ‘n‘H .
1403%) E31-3784

November 2, 1978

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20463

IN RE: MUR 668 807722

Attention: William Oldaker, General Counsel
Mr. Oldaker:

In response to your letter of October 26, 1978, I
submit to you answers to your questions,

1. State how many employees the corporation had during
the period April through July, 1978. Answer: 110

2. Who solicited and collected contributions from
the emplovees of the corporation? Answer: No one solicited
contributions from the employees of the corporation. Alan
Merrell, Sr., collected the contributions.

3. State the names of the employees who were solicited,
but did not contribute. Answer: HNone.

4. Were any of the employees given suggestions as to how
much they should contribute to Alan Merrell, Jr.'s campaign? If
ves, please describe. Answer: No

In regards to the first paragraph of the second page of
vour letter of October 26, 1978, vou asked for an explanation
aﬁncqulng the circumstances Surreundlng the expenditure of

034,94, That expenditure,from the Committee, was made to
nlad Jcrrell, Ty the candidate. The candidace made certain




o

Page 2 September 25, 1978 (Mr. William Oldaker)

Under the circumstances as then existing, Alan Merrell,
Sr., had no intent to advance funds, make a loan of money,
or a contribution to the Committee,

Alan Merrell, Sr., has not paid nor advanced funds for
travel or photo expenses for the Committee.

This matter should remain confidential.

Sincerely yours,

JHB: fe
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#8300 SOUTH WESTERN

OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 73138

1405) 631-3784 19 SEP 29 N‘I L1347

September 25, 1978 806585

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street N. W,
Washington, D. C. 20463

IN RE: MUR 668
Attention: Mr. William C. Oldaker
Mr, Oldaker:

1 have been directed to answer your letter of August
31, 1978, addressed to Mr. Alan Merrell, Sr.

Mr. Merrell specifically denies that he had advanced
iis personal funds to the Committee for Oklahomans for Alan
| T
Merrell.,

On May 13, 1978, Alan Hcrrell.%ﬂr., wrote his personal
check, in the sum of $§150.00, to the City of Oklahoma City.
The Committee for Oklahomans for Alan Merrell had previously
negotiated with the City of Oklahoma City for the rental of
a room in the Myriad for a campaipgn function. On May 13th,
a representative of the City of Oklahoma City contacted Alan
Merrell, Sr., and insisted upon the payment of $150.00, as a
deposit for holding the room in the Myriad. I have checked
the calendar and find that May 13th was a Saturday. MNone of
the memhers of the Committee for Oklahomans for Alan Merrell
were available., For that reason, Alan Merrell, Sr., wrote
his personal check for $150.00.

On May 15, 1978, which was the following Monday, the
Commi.ttee wrote its check No. 118, pavable to Alan Merrell, Sr.,
in the sum of 5150.00, to refund the amount paid.
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Page 2
IN RE: MUR 668

expenditures and paid for them. The committee then repaid
Alan Merrell, Jr., those expenditures. The report should have
indicated that the expenditures were made to Alan Merrell, Jr.
You merely assumed that the expenditures were made to Alan

Merrell, Sr.

Sincerely yours,
-

O
BLUMENTHAL

JHB: fc




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET MW
WASHING TON. D.C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Jerome H. Blumenthal, Esquire
6300 South Western
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73139

Re: MUR 668

s Dear Mr. Blumenthal:
'E'.. On 1978, the Commission determined to
ﬁ@ 3 take no further action against Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc.

in connection with a violation of 2 U.5.C. §441b(a) or
B 2 U.5.C. §4414; and to take no further action against

Alan Merrell, Sr. in connection with a violation of 2 U.S5.C.
—§441a(a) (1) (A).

.r-|. i

Accordingly, the Commission has decided to close the
file in this matter.

§¥ oy

Sincerely,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

7 9 0 0 L0 Al
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET NW
WASHING TON DO, 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Don T. Zachritz, Treasurer
Edwards in '78 Committee .
10800 N. May Avenue

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73120

Re: MUR 668
Dear Mr. Zachritz:
The Federal Election Commission has reviewed the

allegations of your complaint dated August 7, 1978.
Based on the circumstances of this matter, the Commission

“determined on , 1978, to take no further

action against Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc. in connection
with a wviclation of 2 U,.5.C. §441b(a) or 2 U.85.C. §4414;
and to take no further action against Alan Merrell, Sr.
in connection with a violation of 2 U.S5.C, §44la(a) (1) (A).

Accordingly, the Commission has decided to close the
file in this matter,

Should additional information come to your attention

which you believe establishes a violation of the Act, please

contact me.

Sincerely,

William C, 0Oldaker
General Counsel
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JeroME H. BLUMENTHAL

6300 SOUTH WESTERN ]
Oxamoma ciry, oxuanoma 73138 | MOV § all: 99
(408) 831-3784

November 2, 1978

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N. W.
Washingron, D. C. 20463

IN RE: MUR 668 807722

Attention: William Oldaker, General Counsel
Mr. Oldaker:

In response to your letter of October 26, 1978, I
submit to you answers to your questions.

1. State how many employees the corporation had during
the period April through July, 1978. Answer: 110

2. Who solicited and collected contributions from
the employees of the corporation? Answer: No one solicited
contributions from the employees of the corporation. Alan
Merrell, Sr., collected the contributions.

3. State the names of the employees who were solicited,
but did not contribute. Answer: None.

4. Were any of the employees given suggestions as to how
much they should contribute to Alan Merrell, Jr.'s campaign? If
ves, please describe. Answer: No

In regards to the first paragraph of the second page of
yvour letter of October 26, 1978, you asked for an explanation
concerning the circumstances surrounding the expenditure of
$2,034.94. That expenditure,from the Committee, was made to
Alan Merrell, Jr., the candidate. The candidate made certain
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Page 2
IN RE: MUR 668

expenditures and paid for them. The committee then repaid
Alan Merrell, Jr., those expenditures. The report should have
indicated that the expenditures were made to Alan Merrell, Jr.
You merely assumed that the expenditures were made to Alan
Merrell, Sr.

Sincerely yours,

JHB: fc




Law OFFICES
- JEroME H. BLUMENTHAI
6300 SOUTH WESTERN

OrLawoMa CiTY, ORLAMDOMA 73139

Election Commission
e _ Street, N. W.
Attn: Villiam Oldaker Washington ., C, 20463
General Counsel




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1825 K STREET MW
WASHIMNGTOMN, DO, 20463

MEMORANDUM TO CHARLES STEELE 1lu) E/

FROM : MARJORIE W. EMMONS

DATE : NOVEMBER 6, 1978

SUBJECT: MUR 668 - Interim Report dated 10-27-78

Signed by GC: 11-1-78. Received
in OCS: 11-3-78, 7:45

The above-named document was clrculated on a 24
hour no-objection basis at 12:00, November 3, 1978.
The Commission Secretary's Q0ffice has received

no objections to the Interim Report as of 2:00 this date.



Please have the atisched Invebim Bapoct om
MUR 668 distributed to the Commission.

Thank you.




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
October 27, 1978

In the Matter of

Alan Merrell, Sr. and
Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc.

MUR 668

Tt Tt T T

INTERIM REPORT

The allegations in MUR 668 are that Alan Merrell, Sr.
violated 2 U.S.C. §44la(a) (1) (A) in connection with an excessive
contribution to the Oklahomans for Alan Merrell Committee, and
that Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc. vioclated 2 U.5.C. §d44lb(a) and
2 U.S.C. §4414d in connection with a solicitation letter for Alan
Merrell, Jr. The counsel for Mr. Merrell and Alan Merrell Chevrolet,
Inc. responded to the Commission's allegations on September 6th
and 25th, 1978 respectively. (Attachments I and II). Neither
response completely answers the questions surrounding the alleged
violations. A letter requesting further information has been

mailed to the Respondents.

General Counsel
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September 6, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL

RETURN RECEIPT REQUES

Yoederal Election fnmmittee
1325 K Street, . W.
Washington, D. C. 20463

Attention: ¥r. William €. 0ldaker IN RE: MUREGS
General Counsel
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FEC "“m. C. Oldaker 2=

Chevrolet, Inc., has, and uses, a-postape meter for corporate
mailing. You will note, if you have one of the envelopes, that
a postane stamp was used rather than A postage meter.

The letters were not mailed to the general public,

Adoither the candidate, nor his agents, were aware of
the mailing.

There wias no Fovmal eontribution program.

The fact that the report indicated some of the employees
were rieported as having contributed the same amounts on the
same dates could have been misinternreted by vour examiner,
Checks from the employees of Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc., were
accumulated over a peried of time and it is assumed the
receipting date was the date the checks were received by the
committee,

There were no formal contribution programs or fund raising
e activities instituted by the cornoration and involwving the
employees,

e
oo *tis nor cornorale runds were given to any
of the en
- <
- [am 51 did not inteird to violate any law,
g LE "2 Toek 2 las was violated. Without admitting any wiclation
' \ 11 M ; i EL Tl -.-|||I I (_Il -_ ; i =i .:‘u-
i s L cdolla 1o t nr1aral L oL M ol thatk
} helng the tooa! exocndivure o’ bthe covporation in repard
. t etier in question b CODY che r it for payment
Py is atvached herero
- hha tod te answer e of thie allerations or
o B : lerter of Awsousc 31, 1975, Ye desire that
Ul Lhi tlter remiin caonfideantial, Ahould there bhe any [urther
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correspondance Conyerning Cthis matloey pledse ndail sucn
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an Merrell Cheviolet, Inc..

1515 EAST MAIN - YUKON OKLAHOMA 723099 i

"THE
PROFESSIONALS"
405/354-2565

{ay 26, 1978

Once agaln it is time for us,
to choose a congressman Lo reprosent us

as Government supporting
in Washington, D.C,

Laxpaycrs,

As you know, each election we send more and more preflcssional

paliticizns to Washington who scen to spend most of their time working
to further their own political ambitions to the detriment of the vast
majority of Americans who do the work, pay the taxes and send thelr
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6300 SOUTH WESTERN g
OKLAHOMA CITY, OXKLAHOMA 73139
{405} 831-3784 "9 SEP 29 m] |]: il?
September 25, 1978 806585
CERTIFILED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUZESTED
Federa! Election Commission
1325 K Street N. W.
Washington, D, C. 20463
IN RE: MUR 668
Attention: Mr, William C. Oldaker
Hr. 0Oldaker:
P
= I have “rd to answei your letter of August
' 31, 1578, add Alan Merrell, Sr.
~
ra M cifiecally denies that he had advanced
P i VT SO ]l fund » the Committee for Culahomans for Alan
Ieipeangl
=
_ On Ty 13, 1978, Alan Merrell, Sr.  wrete his personal
eheek,; 1 he sum of $150.00, te the City of Oklahoma Cicy.
- The for Oklahomans ru" Alan Merrell had pPreviously
h! tiat Lth the City of Oklahoma City for the rental of
~ : Lo the Myriad for a campaign function. On May 13th,

= 4
presentative of tne City of Oklalioma City contacted Alan
11, Sr., and insisted upon the, payment of $150.00, as a
sit for holding the room in the Hyrind I have checked

zalendar and find that Ma: f 13th was a turday. HNone of
rembers 0f the Conmittee for Oklahomans for Alan Merrell
were available,  For t) reason, Alan Merrell, Sr., wrote
his personal cheel for 5150.00.

L h was the follewing Monday, the
Committet 118, paveble to Alan Merrell, Sr,,
in ko L to refund the amount paid.




@

Pape 2 September 25, 1978 (Mr. William Oldaker)

Under the circumstances as then existing, Alan Merrell,
Sr., had no intent to advance funds, make a loan of money,
or a contribution to the Committee.

Alan Merrell, Sr., has not paid nor advanced funds for
travel or photo expenses for the Committee.

This matter should remain confidential.

Sincerely yours,

S/

. _,.H""r !
2t Jff”/
EROME W ¢ BLUMENTHAT. %
'.f
JUB: fo "

-
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K SITREET MW
WASHINGTOM, DC. 20463

October 26, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Jerome H, Blumenthal, Esguire
6300 South Western
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73139

Re: MUR 668
Dear Mr. Blumenthal:

This letter confirms the receipt of yvour letters
dated September 6 and 25, 1978, in connection with
allegations that Mr. Alan Merrell, Sr., and Alan Merrell
Chevrolet, Inc. wiolated certain sections of the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971.

After reviewing your above mentioned letters, we have
determined that the answers to some of our original guestions
are not clear. Before we are able to conclude cur investi=-
gation in this matter, we would therefore require answers
to these and other questions set out below.

With Regard to Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc.

(1) State how many employees the corporation had
during the periocd April through July, 1978.

(2) Who solicited and collected contributions from
the emplovees of the corporation?

(3) State the names of any employees who were solicited
but who d4id not contribute.

(4) Were any of the employees given suggestions as to
how much they should contribute to Alan Merrell, Jr.'s
campaign? If yes, please describe.

i e A e e e b m——— = — - o — - s
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With Regard to Alan Merrell, Sr.

While your September 25th letter states that Mr. Merrell
denies that he had advanced his personal funds to the
Oklahomans for Alan Merrell Committee for travel or photo
expenses, Committee reports show reimbursement to him for
these items. Specifically, a review of the July 10, 1978
quarterly report of the Committee reveals several expendi-
tures (totaling 5$2,034.94) to Mr. Merrell, S5r. for "photo
expense" and "travel expense." In view of this information
please explain the circumstances surrounding any such expendi-

tures by Mr. Merrell, Sr. and the reported reimbursement to
him.

Your response should be submitted within ten days after
your receipt of this letter., If you have any questions,
please contact Susan Donaldson at (202) 523-4075.

Dbnat’clﬁdn Mdf*ééx Willi&m C. Oldaker

General Counsel
® SENDER Complete dems 1. 2. and 3
Add your address in the RETURN TO" space on
revgrae

LIEL 10y LLEE oy Sd

1. T fgllowing sennce s requested (check onel
1 gihow to whom and date delivered S
Show 1o whewn, date, and address of delivery
't RESTRICTEQrDELIVERY
Show 1o whom and date delivered L &
1 RESTRICTED DELIVERY

Ry lJEIl:IILHEﬂ ONY OIHNSHI 'A3HILSIDIH LdI1FIIH NHMNLTH

Show to whom, date, and address of delivery i
(CONSULT POSTMASTER FOR FEE51

gﬁ;ghwﬁsﬁxmfrrih H Esq
&3 00 Jﬂufh
Q;f 1and_73/39]

3 AF!‘HC‘LE nescm K_f_q
REGISTERED NO. | CERTIFIED NO | INSURED NO |

Y2797,

(Always obtain signature of addrestes of sgent) ‘

| have received the arlicle described above

SIGNATURE (1 Addressee  Mi-wlinorized agent

Z

S

5, ADDRESS(Comptata onty if requssted)

& UMABLE TO DELIVER BECAUSE: CLERK'S




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N W
WASHNGTON DU N6

MEMORANDUM TO CHARLES STEELE u)g/
FROM: MARJORIE W. EMMONS
i DATE: OCTOBRER 3, 1978
- SUBJECT: MUR 668 - Interim Report dated 9-28-78
Received in OCS: 9-29-78, 12:25
b
— The above-named document was circulated on a 24

hour no-objection basis at 11:30, October 2, 1978.
The Commission Secretary's Office nas received
no objections to the Interim Report as of 12:00 this

date.
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distributed to the Commission. ea
Thank you.




RECEIVED
OFFIZE OF THE
Mis .4
BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
September 2B, 1978
18 SEP29 PI2: 25 3

In the Matter of
MUR 668
Alan Merrell, Sr. and

Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc.

Tt S

INTERIM REPORT

The allegations in MUR 668 are that Alan Merrell, Sr.
violated 2 U.S5.C. §44la(a) (1) (A) in connection with an excessive
contribution to the Oklahomans for Alan Merrell Committee; and

that Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc. may have viclated 2 U.5.C.

ii §441b(a) and 2 U.S.C. §441d in connection with a solicitation

- letter for Alan Merrell, Jr. The reason to believe notifications
—_— were mailed to the Respondents on August 31, 1978. We have

= received a response from Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc., however

3 the notification letter to Alan Merrell, Sr. was returned by the
= Post Office. The letter to Mr. Merrell was remailed on

E- September 19, 1978. We expect a response from Mr. Merrell to be

forthcoming, and a General Counsel's Report will be submitted to
the Commission shortly after a response is received and the

material analvzed,.

ﬁ/ifs’/?'s JC*()@J%M

/ Date/ William C. Oldaker
General Counsel
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JeroME H. BLUMENTHAL 0B o ErcCTI0k
6300 SOUTH WESTERN e
OHLAHOMA CITY, OXLAHOMA 73139

{403) 831-3784 r(ﬂ SEF zg m “: i.'?

September 25, 1978 806585

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20463

IN RE: MUR 663
Attention: Mr. William C. 0Oldaker
Mr. Oldaker:

I have been directed to answer your letter of August
31, 1978, addressed to Mr. Alan Merrell, Sr,

Mr. Merrell specifically denies that he had advanced
nis personal funds to the Committee for Oklahomans for Alan
Merrell,

On May 13, 1978, Alan Merrell, Sr., wrote his personal
check, in the sum of $150.00, to the City of Oklahoma City.
The Committee for Oklahomans for Alan Merrell had previously
negotiated with the City of Oklahoma City for the rental of
a room in the Myriad for a campaign function. On May 13th,
a representative of the City of Oklahoma City contacted Alan
Merrell, Sr., and insisted upon the payment of $150.00, as a
deposit for holding the room in the Myriad. I have checked
the calendar and find that May 13th was a Saturday. None of
the members of the Committee for Oklahomans for Alan Merrell
were available. For that reason, Alan Merrell, Sr., wrote
his personal check for $150.00.

On May 15, 1978, which was the following Monday, the
Committee wrote its check No. 118, payable to Alan Merrell, Sr.,
in the sum of $150.00, to refund the amount paid.
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Page 2  September 25, 1978 (Mr. William Oldaker)

Under the circumstances as then existing, Alan Merrell,
Sr., had no intent to advance funds, make a loan of money,
or a contribution to the Committee.

Alan Merrell, Sr., has not paid nor advanced funds for
travel or photo expenses for the Committee.

This matter should remain confidential,

Sincerely yours,

JHB: fc { .~
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Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street N. W.

Washington, D, C. 20463
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September 6, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Federal Election Committee
1325 K Street, H. W.
Washington, D. C. 20463

Attention: Mr. William C. Oldaker IN RE: MURA6S
General Counsel

Dear Mr. Oldaker:

I represent Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc. I received a
copy of your letter of August 31, 1978, addressed to Alan
Merrell, Sr., President , Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inec.

My client denies that the letter to which you refer
in vour letter of Aupust 31, 1978, was a solicitation of
funds. The purpose and intent of the questioned letter was
to announce the candidacy of Alan Merrell, Jr. The announcement
of the talent show was merely mentioned in the body of the
letter.

I have attached a copy of the letter to which you refer.

This letter, or an identical letter, was mailed to friends
and acquaintenances of my client, who is in the automobile
business. There was no specific mailing list used.

Less than one hundred letters were typed by an employee
of Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc. This employee worked no more
than four hours typing the letters, preparing envelopes and
affixing stamps. The employee cost was approximately three
dollars per hour, or approximately twelve dollars. The cost
of the envelopes and paper did not exceed four dollars. The
corporation's complete cost of this mailing would be about
sixteen dollars. The cost of the stamps was paid by Alan
Merrell, individual, Mr. Merrell paid for the stamps himself
because of the personal nature of the mailing. Alan Merrell




FEC Wm. C. Oldaker -2-

Chevrolet, Inc., has, and uses, a postapge meter for corporate
mailing. You will note, if you have one of the envelopes, that
a postape stamp was used rather than a postage meter.

The letters were not mailed to the general public.

deither the candidate, nor his agents, were aware of
the mailing.

There was no formal contribution program.

The fact that the report indicated some of the employees
were reported as having contributed the same amounts on the
same dates could have been misinternreted by vour examiner.
Checks from the emplovees cf Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc., were
accumulated over a period of time and it is assumed the
receipting date was the date the checks were received by the
committee.

There were no formal contribution programs or fund raising
activities instituted by the corporation and involving the
employees.

Yo personal funds nor cornorate funds were given to any
of the employees.

Alan Merrell, Sr., did not intend to violate any law,
if in fact a law was violated. Without admitting any violation
Alan Merrell, Sr., has repaid the corporation the sum of
sixteen dollars from the private funds of Alan Merrell; that
amount being the total expenditure of the corporation in regard
to the letter in guestion. A cony of the receipt for payment
is attached hereto.

I have attempted to answer each of the allegations or
statements of your letter of August 31, 1978. We desire that
this matter remain confidential. Should there be any further
correspondence concerning this matter, please mail such
correspondence to this office.

Sincerely yours,

JHE: fe
Enclosures
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Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc.

1515 EAST MAIN - YUKON, OKLAHOMA 73099

“THE
PROFESSIONALS"
405/354-2565

May 26, 1978

Once agaln it 1is time for us, as Government supporting taxpayers,
to choose a congressman to represent us in Washington, D.C,

As you know, each election we send more and more professional
politicians to Washington who seem to spend most of their time working
to further their own political ambitions to the detriment of the vast

majority of Americans who do the work, pay the taxes and send their
sons Lo war.

My son has announced his candidacy to the U,5, Congress, State of
Oklahoma, Fifth District, It is his love for this country and its
system, and his concern for its future that moves him to do his part
to preserve and protect our way of life, This is & serious undertaking,
but he is devoted, determined and committed,

I believe my son, as a Congressman, will honestly work and fight
hard for all the people like you and me, He will truly be a man that
has the time to listen and the courage to act,

On Thursday, June 29, 1978, kis friends and supporters are staging
a talent and fashion show at the Myriad in downtown Oklahoma City to
raise funds for his campaign, Tickets are $10.00 per person. Any amovat
of tickets vou would care to purchase would be sincerely appreciated.
Please send your requests for tickets and your checks to me here at the
agency,

Only with all of us working together as friends and as Americans
can we ever hope to have a say among the forces which control our destiny
and the destiny of our children,

Thank you for your prayers and contributions.

ours truly,

P —

lan Merrell
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Law OFFICES
_JErOME H. BLUMENTHAL
8300 SouUTH WESTERN

* PORLAHOMA CiTY, OXLAMOMA 73139

RETURN RECZIPT REQUTSTED

CERTIFIED

Federal Election Committee
1325 K Street, M. W
Washington, D. C. 20463
Mr. William C. Oldaker
General Counsel
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

TS K STREET MW
WASHINGTON D C . 20461

August 31, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Alan Merrell, Sr., President
Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc.
1515 East Main

Yukon, Oklahoma 73099

Re: MUR 66B
Dear Mr. Merrell:

The Federal Election Commission has received a
complaint which alleges that your corporation, Alan
Merrell Chevrolet, Inc. committed certain violations
of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended
{("the Act"). We have numbered this matter MUR 668. The
Commission has reason to believe that the matters alleged
therein state a violation of 2 U.S5.C. §441b(a) and 2 U.S.C.
§441d. Specifically, it appears that you wrote a letter
soliciting funds for Alan Merrell's campaign, dated
June 21, 1978, which was on corporate letterhead. The
Oklahomans for Alan Merrell Committee reports show no
expenditures to your corporation for stationery or mailing
costs. Therefore, the letter may constitute a corporate
contribution in violation of 2 U.S.C. §44l1lb(a). 1In
addition, the letter did not contain a statement saying
whether the letter was authorized by the candidate. This
omission may constitute a violation of 2 U.S.C. §441d.

Under the Act, you have an opportunity to demonstrate
that no action should be taken against you. Please submit
any factual or legal materials which you believe are
relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter,
These materials should include copies of all solicitation
letters sent by you or the Merrell Corporation, their
respective mailing lists, and the expenditures incurred,



Lt

Further, the Commission would like to know whether these
letters were sent to the general public, and if the
candidate or his agents were aware of the letters; or if
they assisted in the mailings.

It was also noted from reports on file with the
Commission that over $10,000 was contributed to Alan
Merrell's campaign from employees of the corporation.

Some of the employees were reported as having contributed
the same amounts on the same dates. Patterns of this type
may indicate a formal contribution program. Please include
a description of any contribution programs or fundraising
activities for Alan Merrell, Jr. which was sponsored by

or instituted at the corporation and involved the employees.
State how many employees the corporation had at the time

of the contributions in question. State the names of any
employees who were solicited but who did not contribute.
State whether any of your personal or corporate funds

were given to your employees to facilitate their making
contributions to your son's campaign. If so, please set
out the dates, amounts, and names. Where appropriate,
statements should be submitted under oath.

The Commissien is under a duty to investigate this
matter expeditiously. Therefore, your response should
bhe submitted within ten days after your receipt of this
notification.

If you have any questions, please contact Susan
Donaldson, the staff member assigned to this matter, at
202-523-4026.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance
with 2 U.S.C. Section 437g(a) {3) unless you notify the
Commission in writing that you wish the investigation to
be made publie.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please have such counsel™ so tify us in writing.

SMcgrely,
William C. Oldaker
General Counsel
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET MW
WASHING TON,D.C. 20463

August 31, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Alan Merrell, Sr.
12476 Trail Oaks
Oklahoma City, OK 73120

RE: MUR 668
Dear Mr. Merrell:

The Federal Election Commission has received a
complaint which alleges that you committed a viclation of
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended
{("the Act"). We have numbered this matter MUR 668. The
Commission has reason to believe that the matters alleged
therein state a violation of 2 U.S.C. §44la(a) (1) (A).
Specifically, it appears that you contributed $1,000 to
the Oklahomans for Alan Merrell Committee on April 17,
1978; and later may have advanced your personal funds
to the Committee for a deposit on the Myriad, and travel
and photo expenses. An advance or lean is considered a
contribution as set out in 2 U.S.C. §431(e).

Under the Act, you have ar apportunity to demonstrate
that no action should be taken against you. Please submit
any factual or legal materials which you believe are relevant
to the Commission's analysis of this matter. The materials
should include dates and details of the expenditures you
made for the Alan Merrell Campaign. Where appropriate,
statements should be submitted under oath.

The Commission is under a duty to investigate this
matter expediticusly. Therefore, your response should
be submitted within ten days after your receipt of this
notification.




--2_

If you have any questions, please contact Susan
Donaldson, the staff member assigned to this matter,
at 202-523-4026.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance
with 2 U.S.C. Section 437g(a) (3) (B) unless you notify the
Commission in writing that you wish the investigation to
be made public.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please have such counsel so notify us in writing.

Sinc 1y

S

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of
MUR 668
Alan Merrell, Sr.

Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc.

Tt S T Tt

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal
Election Commission. do hereby certify that on August 30,
1978, the Commission determined by a wvote of 4-0 to
adopt the recommendation of the General Counsel to take
the following actions in the above-captioned matter:

l. Find reason to believe that Alan Merrell, Sr.
violated 2 U.S5.C. §44la(a) (1) (&) in con-
nection with an excessive contribution to
the Oklahomans for Alan Merrell Committee.
Send the letter attached to the First
General Counsel's Report dated August 28,
1978.

2. Find reason to believe that Alan Merrell
Chevrolet, Inc. may have violated 2 U.S.C.
§441b(a) and 2 U.S.C. §4414 in connection
with a June 21, 1978, letter which solicited
funds for Alan Merrell, Jr. Send the letter
attached to the FPirst General Counsel's Report
dated August 28, 1978.

3. Send memorandum to Reports Analysis Division

attached to the First General Counsel's Report
dated August 28, 1978.

Voting for these determinations were Commissioners
Harris. Aikens. Staebler and Thomson.

Attest:

2[30/2¥ :
Date Marjorie W. Emmons
Secretary to the Commission

Received in Office of Commission Secretary: 8-28-78, 10:26
Circulated on 48 hour vote basis: 8-28-78, 3:00
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beur tally basis.
Thank you.




.:DERAL ELECTION cm-m:ssml.
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

FIRST GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

DATE AND TIME OF TRANSMITTAL MUR No.668

BY OGC TO THE comMIssIion AUG 28 1978 DATE COMPLAINT RECEIVED

BY OGC

STAFF
MEMBER__popaldson

SOURCE : Don T. Zachritz

Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc.

§44la(a) (1) (A); 2 U.S.C. S§441b(a):

LEVANT STATUTE: g'

2 0.5.C.
2 U.5.C. §4414

Alan Merrell, Jr. (OK-5)
INTERNAL REPORTS CHECKED: !
Oklahomans for Alan Merrell, Jr.

FEDERAL AGENCIES CHECKED: n/a

BACKGROUND

In response to the Commission's reason to believe notification of
MUR 645, Don T. Zachritz, Treasurer of the Edwards in '78 Committee
(OK-5), alleged, in a sworn statement, that Alan Merrell, Sr. violated
2 U.85.C. §44la(a) (1) (A) by contributing in excess of $1,000 to his son's
campaign. His son is Alan Merrell, Jr. who is running for the U.S. House
of Representatives from the 5th District of Oklahoma. Mr. Zachritz also
enclosed a letter, which was apparently written by Mr. Merrell, Sr.,
soliciting funds for his son. The letter was written on "Alan Merrell
Chevrolet, Inc." letterhead, and it had no disclaimer statement. The
letter avpears to be a corporate contribution in violation of 2 U.S.C.
§441b(a), and the omission of the disclaimer statement apnears to violate
2 U.5.C. §4414d (Attachment I).

PRELIMINARY LEGAL ANALYSIS

1. A review of the July 10 Quarterly report filed by the Oklahomans

for Alan Merrell Committee reveals that on April 17, 1978, Alan Merrell,
Sr. contributed 51,000. The reports also show several expenditures
{totaling $2,184.94) in May and June, 1978, to Mr. Merrell, Sr. Although
the reports list these expenditures as "deposit on Myriad," "photo
expense," and "travel expense,"” the complainant indicates that the
expenditures are reimbursements to Mr. Merrell for advances he made to

the Committee. If Mr. Merrell, Sr. advanced or loaned his personal funds
to the Committee, he would have exceeded his $1,000 contribution limitation
to the Committee in violation of 2 U.S.C. §441la(a) (1) (A).
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11. A review of the Oklahomans for Alan Merrell reports reveal no
expenditures to Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc. for stationery or mailing
costs. This indicates that the June 21, 1978, solicitation letter,
allegedly written by Alan Merrell, Sr. on Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc.
letterhead, may be a corporate contribution in violation of 2 U.S.C.
§441b(a).

III. The letter signed by Alan Merrell, Sr. on corporate letterhead

did not include a statement indicating whether the solicitation letter

was authorized by the candidate. It appears that this letter may be a
direct mail communication or general public political advertisement

which requires a statement of authorization as set out in 2 U.S.C. §4414.1/

IV. Mr. Zachritz also stated that certain itemized receipt and
expenditure schedule totals are inconsistent with the specific itemized
receipts and expenditures listed on the Merrell Committee reports. This
item should be referred to the Reports Analysis Division.

RECOMMENDATION

' (1) Find reason to believe that Alan Merrell, Sr.violated

2 U.5.C.§8441a(a) (1) (A) in connection with an excessive contribution to the
o Oklahomans for Alan Merrell Committee. Send attached letter.

p {2) Find reason to believe that Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc.
may have violated 2 U.S.C. §441b(a) and 2 U.S.C. §441d in connection
with a June 21, 1978, letter which solicited funds for Alan Merrell, Jr.
— Send attached letter.

- (3) Send attached memo to Reports Analysis Division.

1/ While Merrell, Sr's letter was not on campaign stationery and was
directed to what was probably a limited number of people - the members
of the Sirloin Club - it may nevertheless require a §441d statement.

We propose asking Mr. Merrell, Sr. to disclose the extent of the mailing
and its connection with the campaign. Also, we wish to ask Mr. Merrell,
Sr. about the approximately 513,000 in contributions made by a number of
Merrell Corporation emplovees.
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August 7, 1978 '

ATTACHMENT T

CERTIFIED MAIL

RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

RE: MUR 645 (78)
Dear Mr. Oldaker:

On behalf of the Edwards in "78 Committee, please regard the
following as our response to your letter of July 27, 1978,

First, let me place in context the circumstances surrounding
the mailing in question. The failure to print the required disclaimer
on the letter was an unintentional omission. However, the disclaimer
was printed in full on the reply card that was included in every pilece
of the mailer. Thus no receipient failed to receive due notice of the
source of the mailer. I believe this fact should confirm our contention
that the error was not willful. The reply card is included as Exhibit A.

Furthermere, the campaipn has adopted a rather rigorous procedure
for insuring compliance with appropriate disclaimer requirements on
printed material. However, in this instance the procedures failed to
catch the omission., The mailing in question was not handled by our
regular printer who is under standing instructions to inquire about the
absense of disclaimers on submitted copy for all mass mailings. The
campaign had previously mailed nine other mass solicitations In complete
and full compliance. The new printer was not on such notice. Further,
the normal final proof-reading procedure was bypassed as the printer
shipped the materials directly to the mailing house. The Finance Director
responsible for all mail solicitations, including the one in question, is
no longer in our cmploy.

I firmly submit that the omission was neither willful, nor consequen-
tial and that any contemplated action on your part would be consistent

thercto.

A to your specific inquiries, the following:
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ua, Oklaroma City, Oklahoma 73120

\0B0O N. May Aven

1. Yes
Z2a. B,831
2b. 5-24-78
2¢. Total Costs $1,774.01
Postage (5677.99), Printing ($666.52), Assembly ($427.50)

In addition, pursuant to 2 U.S,C. & 437g(a)(3)(A), I wish to submit
for your information the following to assist in your investigation of the

complainant candidate as mandated by the above cited statutory provision.

1. 1In the July 10 Quarterly FEC Report of candidate(I.D. No. 978514)

! the following discrepancles appear on the face:
2 A. Alan Merrell, #am (not the candidate Alan Merrell, Jr.),
— 12476 Trail Daks, Oklahoma City, OK 73120, is lisred
¥ on page 3 of line 14A as having contributed the maximum
— amount allowable by law (51,000) on April 17, 1978.
Yet on page 2 of line 20A the same Mr, Merrell is listed
— as hoving received on May 15, 1978, payment of $150 to
reinburse his expense in placing the deposit to secure
- the facilities of our civic center known as the Myvriad.
—_ Revardless of when Mr. Merrell expended the 5150.00, a

a vicolation is apparent. If the deposit preceded the
- the contribution of April 17, the contribution was
illepal., If the deposit took place after the 17th of

= April, the deposit was illegal.
o~ B. On page 4 of 20A two additional payments to Mr. Alan
= Morrell are listed as "travel expense” for $1,714.94

on June 8, 1978 and “photo expense" for $320.00 on

July 8, 1978, On the face these transactions apparently
represent reimbursements of expenses of the campaign
originally paid for by Mr. Merrell. As such they again
indicate efither an illepal contribution or leoan to the
campaipgn.

[

The itemized receipt and expenditure schedule totals
are inconslstent with the specifiec itemized receipts
and expenditures listed

. e ==
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only insert, which solicits funds but is without any disclaimer.

the letter is on corporate stationery it raises, the further possibility
of a corporate contribution.

Please see Exhibit B, a copy of an original letter, and the
As

The original of this letter is in my poss-

CES.0N.
[ o :
Respectfully Submitted,
) s -
;ﬁﬁlﬁ -
) Don T. Zachittz
e g 3 ‘ Treasurer
CHle A bt el atl Edwards in '78 Committee
MY COMMISS W EXP.RES ROV b, 1979
DZ:dab

State of Oklanoma County of _ Chﬂdtxwﬂu ,SS.

1, Don T. Zachritz  of lawfulage, being first duly sworn upon

oath says: that he is the person making the foregoing statement, and

that he has read the foregoing statement and knows the contents

thereof; and that the matters and things contained are true and

correct.,

oy
Signed KZ%;,?T -1;2E¢U£1;§f;
'_ g
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Alan Merrell Chevralet, inc.
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Mr. Tom Dulaney
Julaney's Incorporoted
7. 0. Box 1292
Cklahoma City, Ckla. 72101
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MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Tom Haselhorst
Reports Analysis Division

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

Oklahomans for Alan Merrell

A review of the July 10, 1978, gquarterly report filed

by Oklahomans for Alan Merrell, Jr. revealed that certain itemized

receipt and expenditure schedule totals are inconsistent with

the specific itemized receipts and expenditures. We are referring

this matter to your Division for proper action.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1925 K STREET NW
WASHINGCTON, DO, 20461

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Alan Merrell, Sr.
12476 Trail Oaks
Oklahoma City, OK 73120

RE: MUR 668
Dear Mr. Merrell:

The Federal Election Commission has received a
complaint which alleges that you committed a violation of
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended
{"the Act"). We have numbered this matter MUR 66B. The
Commission has reason to believe that the matters alleged
therein state a vioclation of 2 U.S5.C. §441la(a) (1) (A).
Specifically, it appears that you contributed §1,000 to
the Oklahomans for Alan Merrell Committee on April 17,
1978; and later may have advanced your personal funds
to the Committee for a deposit on the Myriad, and travel
and photo expenses. An advance or loan is considered a
contribution as set out in 2 U.5.C. §431(e).

Under the Act, you have an opportunity to demonstrate
that no action should be taken against you. Please submit
any factual or legal materials which you believe are relevant
to the Commission's analysis of this matter. The materials
should include dates and details of the expenditures you
made for the Alan Merrell Campaign. Where appropriate,
statements should be submitted under oath.

The Commission is under a duty to investigate this
matter expeditiously. Therefore, your response should
be submitted within ten days after your receipt of this
notification.

= - o— - e o — el e 3§ .
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If you have any questions, please contact Susan
Donaldson, the staff member assigned to this matter,
at 202-523-4026.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance
with 2 U.S.C. Section 437g(a) (3) (B) unless you notify the
Commission in writing that you wish the investigation to
be made public.
L
: If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please have such counsel so notify us in writing.

-
]

Sincerely,

i William C. Oldaker
" General Counsel




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1525 K STREET MW
WASHINGTON DO, 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Alan Merrell, Sr., President
Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc.
1515 East Main

Yukon, Oklahoma 73099

Re: MUR 668
Dear Mr. Merrell:

The Federal Election Commission has received a
complaint which alleges that your corporation, Alan
Merrell Chevrolet, Inc. committed certain violations
of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended
("the Act"). We have numbered this matter MUR 668. The
Commission has reason to believe that the matters alleged
therein state a wviolation of 2 U.S.C. §441b(a) and 2 U.S5.C.
§441ld. Specifically, it appears that you wrote a letter
soliciting funds for Alan Merrell's campaign, dated
June 21, 1978, which was on corporate letterhead. The
Oklahomans for Alan Merrell Committee reports show no
expenditures to your corporation for stationery or mailing
costs., Therefore, the letter may constitute a corporate
contribution in violation of 2 U.5.C. §44l1b(a). 1In
addition, the letter did not contain a statement saying
whether the letter was authorized by the candidate. This
omission may constitute a vielation of 2 U.S.C. §4414d.

Under the Act, you have an opportunity to demonstrate
that no action should be taken against you. Please submit
any factual or legal materials which you believe are
relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter,
These materials should include copies of all solicitation
letters sent by you or the Merrell Corporation, their
respective mailing lists, and the expenditures incurred.
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Further, the Commission would like to know whether these
letters were sent to the general public, and if the
candidate or his agents were aware of the letters; or if
they assisted in the mailings.

It was also noted from reports on file with the

Commission that over 510,000 was contributed to Alan
i Merrell's campaign from employees of the corporation.
L i Some of the employees were reported as having contributed
p the same amounts on the same dates, Patterns of this type
may indicate a formal contribution program. Please include
a description of any contribution programs or fundraising
activities for Alan Merrell, Jr. which was sponsored by
or instituted at the corporation and involved the employees.
State how many employees the corporation had at the time
of the contributions in guestion. State the names of any

- employees who were solicited but who did not contribute.
i State whether any of your personal or corporate funds

S were given to your employees to facilitate their making
; contributions to your son's campaign. If so, please set

TQi : out the dates, amounts, and names. Where appropriate,

statements should be submitted under ocath.

- The Commission is under a duty to investigate this
3 matter expeditiously. Therefore, your response should
i be submitted within ten days after your receipt of this

v notification.
99 o
- If you have any questions, please contact Susan
Yoo Donaldson, the staff member assigned to this matter, at
> - 202-523-4026.
o This matter will remain confidential in accordance
with 2 U.S.C. Section 437g(a) (3) unless you notify the
P _ Commission in writing that vou wish the investigation to
be made public,
If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please have such counsel so notify us in writing.
Sincerely,
\ William C. Oldaker

neneral Counsel




August 7, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washingten, D.C. 20463

RE: MUR 645 (78)
Dear Mr. Oldaker:

On behalf of the Edwards in "78 Committee, please regard the
following as our response to vour letter of July 27, 1978,

First, let me place in context the circumstances surrounding
the mailing in question. The failure to print the required disclaimer
on the letter was an unintentional omission. However, the disclalmer
was printed in full on the reply card that was included in every piece
of the mailer. Thus no receipient failed to receive due notice of the
source of the mailer. I believe this fact should confirm our contention
that the error was not willful. The reply card is included as Exhibit A.

Furthermore, the campaign has adopted a rather rigorous procedure
for insuring compliance with appropriate disclaimer requirements on
printed material. However, in this instance the procedures failed to
catch the omission. The mailing in question was not handled by our
regular printer who 1s under standing instructions to inquire about the
absense of disclaimers on submitted copy for all mass mailings. The
campaign had previously mailed nine other mass solicitations in complete
and full compliance. The new printer was not on such notice. Further,
the normal final proof-reading procedure was bypassed as the printer
shipped the materials directly to the mailing house. The Finance Director
responsible for all mail solicitations, including the one in question, is
no longer in our employ.

I firmly submit that the omission was neither willful, nor consequen-
tial and that anvy contemplated action on your part would be consistent

thereto.

As to vour specific ingquiries, the following:
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2a. 8,831

2b. 5-24-78
2c. Total Costs §1,774.01
Postage (5677.99), Printing (5666.52), Assembly (5427.50)

In addition, pursuant to 2 U.S5.C. & 437g(a)(3)(A), I wish to submirc
for your information the following to assist in your investigation of the
complainant candidate as mamdated by the above cited statutery provision.

. 1. In the July 10 Quarterly FEC Report of candidate(l.D. No. 978514)
the following discrepancies appear on the face:
b
A. Alan Merrell, 8 (not the candidate Alan Merrell, Jr.),

12476 Trail Oaks, Oklahoma Clty, OK 73120, is listed
. on page 3 of line 14A as having contributed the maximum
amount allowable by law (51,000) on April 17, 1978.
— Yet on page 2 of line 20A the same Mr. Merrell is listed
as having received on May 15, 1978, payment of $150 to
reimburse his expense in placing the deposit to secure
o the facilities of our civic center known as the Myriad.
i Regardless of when Mr. Merrell expended the 5150.00, a
- a violation is apparent. If the deposit preceded the
the contribution of April 17, the contribution was
I. illegal. 1If the deposit took place after the 17th of
April, the deposit was illegal.

~ B. On page 4 of 20A two addirional payments to Mr. Alan
Merrell are listed as "travel expense” for $I1,714.94
on June 8, 1978 and "phote expense" for $320.00 on
July 8, 1978. On the face these transactions apparently
represent reimbursements of expenses of the campalgn

originally paid for by Mr. Merrell. As such they again
indicate either an illegal contribution or loan to the
campalgn.

C. The itemized receipt and expenditure schedule totals
are inconsistent with the specific {temized receipts
and expenditures listed,




2. Please see Exhibit B, a copy of an original letter, and the
only insert, which solicits funds but is without any disclaimer. As
the letter is on corporate stationery it raises, the further possibility

of a corporate contribution.

agsion.
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MY COMMISSION EXPREE MOV 8, 1979
DZ:dab

State of Oklahoma

1, Don T. Zachritz

The original of this letter is in my poss-

Respectfully Submitted,

Don T. Zach
Treasurer
Edwards in '"78 Committee

County of _El‘fl.lhﬂlﬂa . SS.

of lawfulage, being first duly sworn upon

oath says: that he is the person making the foregoing statement, and

that he has read the foregoing statement and kmows the contents

thereof; and that the matters

cCOorréect.

and things contained are true and

Signed_ Jfﬂh F— ’W"_
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Please make checks payvable to Edwards in 7B Commitiee
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Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc.

1515 EAST MAIN - YUKON, OKLAHOMA 73099
“THE
PROFESSIONAL S
405/154. 2565

June 21, 1978
Mr. Tom Dulaney
Dulaney's Incorporated
P. 0. Box 1292
Oklahoma City, Ckla. 73101

Dear Tom,

As a member of the Sirloin Club you have already shown that you
are one of those individuals who has a sincere concern for the future
of our country. 2< a fellow member 1 share that concern with you.

Once again it s time for us, as government supporting taxpayers.
to choose a Congressman to represent us in Washingtoa, O0.C.

As you hoow , 2ach election we send more and more professional
politicians tu Watningtor wio seem to spend most of their time working
Lo further their own pefitical ambitions to the detriment of the wvast
majority of joocrcans who ao the work, pay the texes and send their

DS Lo wWar

My s0n hac anndunced s candigacy to the L.5. Conyress, State cf
Oklahoma, Fiftn Distrizt. [t 1s his love for this couniry and its
system ang his concern for i1ts future that moves him to do nis part
to preserve and protect our way of life. This 13 a serious undertaking,
out he is devoted, determined and committed,

| believe my son, as a Congressman, will nonestly work and f
nard for all the people iike you and me. He will truly be a man that
has the time to }isten and the courage to act.

1cht
ognt

On Thursdav, June 29, 1978, his friends and supporters are staciny

fasnien and variety show at the Myriad in downtown Oklahoma City t
ratze fyands For his campaign. Tickets are 210.00 per perscn. Any amount

of ticlets you would care to purchase would pe sincerely appreciated
Please send your reqguests for tickets and your checks to me, here at the
dgency,

Inly with 211 of us working together as friends and as Americar

can we ever hoge to have a say among those forces which control cur
everyday lives 4nd the de<*iny of our cnildren
Thank You Tor youdr pravers aod contributions.
fi '.‘:,

flap Merpel ]
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K SIREET NW
WASHING TON DL, X6}

December 18, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Don T. Zachritz, Treasurer
Edwards in '78 Committee

10800 N. May Avenue

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73120

. - Re: MUR 668
(v 2 Dear Mr. Zachritz:

The Federal Election Commission has reviewed the
allegations of your complaint dated August 7, 1978.
Based on the circumstances of this matter, the Commission
determined on pecember 14 . 1978, to take no further
action against Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc. in connection
with a violation of 2 U,S5.C. §44lb(a) or 2 U.S.C. §441d;
and to take no further action against Alan Merrell, Sr.
in connection with a violation of 2 U.S5.C. §44la(a) (1) (A).

i)

Accordingly, the Commission has decided to close the
file in this matter.

/7 9 9

Should additional information come to your attention
which you believe establishes a violation of the Act, please
contact me, .

Eince
[

C# Oldaker
Counsel

Gener




FEDIRAL BELECTION COMMISSION
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Don T. Zachritz, "reasurer (N
g Edwards in '78 Committee -
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K S5TREET NW
WASHINGTON, D.C, 20463

December 1§, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Jerome H. Blumenthal, Esgquire
6300 South Western
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73139

Re: MUR 668
Dear Mr. Blumenthal:

On December 14 , 1978, the Commission determined to
take no further action against Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc.
in connection with a violation of 2 U.5.C, §441b(a) or
2 U.5.C. §441d; and to take no further action against
alan Merrell, Sr. in connection with a violation of 2 U.S5.C.
§44lafa) (1) (pn).

Accordingly, the Commission has decided to close the
file in this matter.

General Counsel
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1825 K STREET MW
WA UHIRC TRy DC . k)
December 18, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Don T. Zachritz, Treasurer
Edwards in '78 Committee

10800 N. May Avenue

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73120

Dear Mr. Zachritg:

The Faderal Election Commission has reviewed the
Allegations of your complaint dated August 7, 1978.
Based on the circumstances of this matter, the Commission
determined on Dpecember 14 » 1978, to take no further
action against Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc. in connection
with a violation of 2 U.5.C. §44lbia) or 2 U.5.C. §44ld;
and to take no further action againat Alan Merrell, Sr.
in connection with a violation of 2 U.5.C., S44la(a) (1) (A).

Accordingly, the Commission has decided to cleose the
file in this matter.

Should additional information come to your attention
which you believe establishes a violation of the Act, please
contact me. ™~

Slnca

Hllli;%féﬂ nldaker
Gener Counsel
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of
MUR 668
Alan Merrell, Sr. and

Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc.

T T S

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal
Election Commission, do hereby certify that on December 14,
1978, the Commission determined by a vote of 4-0 to adopt
the following recommendations, as set forth in the General
Counsel's Report dated December 4, 1978, regarding the
above-captioned matter:

1. Take no further action against Alan Merrell
Chevrolet, Inc. in connection with a violation
of 2 U.5.C. §441bfa) or 2 U.5.C. §4414d.

2. Take no further action against Alan Merrell, Sr.
in connection with a violation of 2 U.S.C.
§441a(a) (1) (A).

3. Send the letters to Jerome H. Blumenthal and
Don T. Zachritz which were attached to the
above-named report.

4. Close the file.

Voting for this determination were Commissioners Springer,

Tiernan, “McGarrv, and Harris.

Attest-

L-Lé//yf YU Lo boa

Date Marjorie W. Emmons
Secretary to the Commission

Signed by the General Counsel: 2 12-11-78
Received in Office of Commission Secretary: -12-12-78, 2:44
Circulated on 48 hour vote basis: 12-12-78, 4:00
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMHFEEfﬁN
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MUR 668

In the Matter of

Alan Merrell, Sr. and
Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc.

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

ALLEGATIONS

The Ccmmission received a complaint from Don T. Zachritz
dated August 7, 1978, alleging that Alan Merrell, Sr, violated

2 U.5.C. §44la(a) (1) (A) in connection with an excessive contri-

bution to the Oklahomans for Alan Merrell Committee; and that
Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc. may have violated 2 U.S5.C. §441b(a)
and 2 U.S.C. §441d in connection with a solicitation letter for
Alan Merrell, 1.

EVIDENCE AND ANALYSIS

l. Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc.

Jerome H. Blumenthal, counsel for Alan Merrell Chevrolet,
responded to the Commission's reason to believe notification in a
letter dated September 6, 1978 (Attachment I).

{a) 2 U.S5.C. §441b

Mr. Blumenthal stated that one employee of the corporation
spent less than four hours typing the subject letters at a cost to
the corporation of twelve dollars. The cost of the envelopes and
the paper to the corporation was approximately four dollars. Alan
Merrell, Sr., personally paid for the postage. After Commission
notification, Alan Merrell, Sr. repaid the corporation the sum of

sixteen dollars; that amount being the total corporate expenditure




. =
that after Mr. Merrell contributed $1,000 to his son's campaign,
he also advanced funds to the Committee for Oklahomans for Alan
Merrell ("the Committee") for room rental, photo and travel expenses.)

Mr. Blumenthal explained that after the Committee had negotiated
with the City of Oklahoma City to rent a room at the Myriad, a
representative phoned Alan Merrell, Sr. for a $150 deposit on the
room. Because none of the members of the Committee were available
on Saturday, May 13, 1978 (the date of the check) Mr. Merrell wrote
his personal check for $150. The Committee reimbursed him on
Monday, May 15, 1978. Mr. Blumenthal stated in his November 2,

1578, letter (Attachment II) that Mr. Merrell, Sr. did not pay or
advance funds for travel or photo expenses. Those expenses were
incurred by Mr. Merrell's son, Alan Merrell, Jr.

Based on the small amount invelved and the fact that Mr. Merrell
was promptly reimbursed by the Committee for his personal check to
the Myriad, we believe that no further action should be taken in
connection with a violation of 2 U.S.C. §44la(a) (1) (a).

RECOMMENDATION

{1) Take no further action against Alan Merrell Chevrolet,
Inc., in connection with a violation of 2 U.S.C. §441b(a) or 2 U.S.C.
§4414.

{2) Take no further action against Alan Merrell, Sr. in
connection with a vioclation of 2 U.S.C. §44la(a) (1) (a).

(3) Send attached letters to Jerome H, Blumenthal and Don T.

Zachritz.




(4) Close the file.

-

’% /16 e «v/%f/ézj

Date William C. Dl ker’/
General Counsel

ATTACHMENTS

(1) Response from Blumenthal dated
September 6, 1978

{2) Response from Blumenthal dated
November 2, 1978

(3) Response from Blumenthal dated
September 25, 1978

(4) Proposed letter to Blumenthal

(5) Proposed letter to Zachritz
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September 6, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Federal Election Committee
1325 K Street, H. W,
Washington, D. C. 20463

Attention: Mr., William C. Oldaker IN RE: MURG6AS
& General Counsel

o Dear Mr. Oldaker:
I represent Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc. I received a

-r copy of your letter of August 31, 1978, addressed to Alan
Merrell, Sr., President , Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc.

o
_ My client denies that the letter to which you refer
o5 in your letter of Aupust 31, 1978, was a solicitation of
— _ funds. The purpose and intent of the questioned letter was
to announce the candidacy of Alan Merrel), Jr. The announcement
T - of the talent show was merely mentioned in the body of the
letter.
C e~
c . I have attached a copy of the letter to which you refer.
- :
~ This letter, or an identical letter, was mailed to friends

and acquaintenances of my client, who is in the automobile
business. There was no specific mailing list used.

Less than one hundred letters were typed by an employee
of Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc., This employee worked no more
than four hours typing the letters, preparing envelopes and
affixing stamps. The employee cost was approximately tnree
dollars per hour, or approximately twelve dollars. The cost
of the envelopes and paper did not exceed four dollars. The
corporation's complete cost of this mailing would be about
sixteen dollars. The cost of the stamps was paid by Alan
Merrell, individual. Mr. Merrell paid for the stamps himself
because of the personal nature of the mailing. Alan Merrell
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in regard to the letters. 1In accordance with the Commission's
guidelines on violations of 2 U.S5.C. §441b, the sixteen dollar
corporate contribution does not meet the Commission threshold for
proceeding further against a corporate contributor. We therefore
think that no further action should be taken in this matter.

(b) 2 U.S.C. §4414

Mr. Blumenthal also stated that the letter which was written
on corporate letterhead was not for solicitation of funds, but rather
an announcement of his son's candidacy which was mailed to friends
and acquaintances of Alan Merrell, Sr. Although we disagree that
the letter was not used for solicitation of funds, it is not clear
that the letter would rise to the level of a "direct mailing" which
would require the 2 U.5.C. §4414d disclaimer statement. In addition,
the mailing, which is alleged to be an independent expenditure would
not have to be reported by Merrell due to the minimal cost; lsee §109.2
{(b) of the regulations) therefore it does not appear that the
Commission should pursue this matter in connection with a violation
of 2 U.5.C. §4414d.

{c) There was no indication in the corporation's September 6,
1978, response or their November 2, 1978, response (Attachment II)
that there was any coercion employed by the corporation or its
officers for any of the employees to contribute to Alan Merrell's
campaign.

2. Alan Merrell, S5r.
Jerome H. Blumenthal, counsel for Alan Merrell, Sr., responded

to the Commission's reason to believe notification in a letter dated

September 25, 1978 (Attachment III). (The complainant had alleged
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' FEC Wm. C. Oldaker -2-

Chevrolet, Inc., has, and uses, a'postapge meter for corporate
mailing. You will note, if you have one of the envelopes, that
4 postaze stamp was used rather than a postage meter,

The letters were not mailed to the general public.

Neither the candidate, nor his agents, were aware of
the mailing.

There was no formal contribution program.

The fact that the report indicated some of the employees
were reported as having contributed the same amounts on the
same dates could have been misinternreted by your examiner.
Checks from the employeces of Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc., were
accumulated over a period of time and it is assumed the
receipting date was the date the checks were received by the

- committee.

. There were no formal contribution programs or fund raising
-r activities instituted by the corporation and involwing the
employees.

Jo personal funds nor cormorate funds were given to any
of the employees.

- Alan Merrell, Sr., did not intend to violate any law,
2 if in fact a law was violated. Without admitting any violation
Alan Merrell, Sr., has renaid the cornmoration the sum of
 xn sixteen dollars from the private funds of Alan Merrell; that
amount being the total expenditure of the corporation in regard
= to the letter in question. A cony of the receipt for payment
is attached hereto.

statements of your letter of August 31, 1978, We desire that
this matter remain confidential. Should there be any further
correspondence concerning this matter, please mail such
correspondence to this office.

c . I have attempted to answer each of the allecations or
.
™~

Sincerely yours,

OME HT BLUMENTHAL

JHEB: f¢
Enclosures




Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc.

1515 EAST MAIN - YUKON, OKLAHOMA 73099

-

“THE
PROFESSIONALS"
405/354-2565

May 26, 1978

Once again it is time for us, as Government supporting taxpayers,
to choose a congressman to represent us in Washington, D.C,

As you know, each election we send more and more professional
politicians to Washington who seem to spend most of their time working
to further their own political ambitions to the detriment of the vast
majority of Americans who do the work, pay the taxes and send thelir

. sons CO war,

')

My son has announced his candidacy to the U,5. Congress, State of
Oklahoma, Fifth District, It is his love for this country and its
system, and his concern for its future that moves him to do his part
to preserve and protect our way of life, This is a serious undertaking,
but he is devoted, determined and committed.

I believe my son, as a Congressman, will honestly work and fight
hard for all the people like you and me, He will truly be a man that
has the time to listen and Che courage to act,

On Thursday, June 29, 1978, his friends and supporters are staging
a talent and fashion show at the Myriad in downtown Oklahoma City to
raise funds for his campaign. Tickets are $10.00 per person. Any amovnt
of tickets you would care to purchase would be sincerely appreciated.
Please send your requests for tickets and your checks to me here at the
agency,

Only with all of us working together as friends and as Americans
can we ever hope to have a say among the forces which control our destiny
and the destiny of our children,

Thank you for your prayers and contributions,

ours truly,

lan Merrell
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JeroME H. BLUMENTHAL ’DW__QJ»J‘-‘

6300 SOUTH WESTERN
i Tl I'j‘H " Sg
OKLAMOMA CITY, OKLAMOMA 73139 | E‘.U ') g i "
(408) 631-3784

November 2, 1978

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20463

£07722

IN RE: MUR 668
Attention: William Oldaler, General Counsel
Mr. Oldaker:

In response to your letter of October 26, 1973, I
submit to you answers to your questions.

1. State how many employees the corporation had during
the period April through July, 1978. Answer: 110

2. Who solicited and collected contributions from
the employvees of the corporation? Answer: No one solicited
contributions from the employees of the corporation. Alan
Merrell, Sr., collected the contributions.

3. State the names of the employees who were solicited,
but did not contribute. Answer: None.

4. Were any of the employees given suggestions as to how
much they should contribute to Alan Merrell, Jr.'s campaign? If
yes, please describe. Answer: No

In regards to the first paragraph of the second page of
your letter of QOctober 26, 1978, you asked for an explanation
concerning the circumstances surrounding the expenditure of
$2,034.94. That expenditure,from the Committee, was made to
Alan Merrell, Jr., the candidate. The candidate made certain
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Page 2 September 25, 1978 (Mr. William Oldaker)

Under the circumstances as then existing, Alan Merrell,
Sr., had no intent to advance funds, make a loan of money,
or a contribution to the Committee.

Alan Merrell, Sr., has not paid nor advanced funds for
travel or photo expenses for the Committee.

This matter should remain confidential.

Sincerely yours,

JIB: fe ( Tf
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JeroMmE H. BLUMENTHAL rcibi b

82300 SOUTH WESTERN
ORELAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 73138
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September 25, 1978 806585

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20463

IN RE: MUR 668
Attention: Mr. William C. Oldaker
Mr, Oldaker:

I have been directed to answer your letter of August
31, 1978, addressed to Mr. Alan Merrell, Sr.

Mr. Merrell specifically denies that he had advanced
his personal funds to the Committee for Oklahomans for Alan
Merrell,

On May 13, 1978, Alan Herrell,‘ﬁr,, wrote his personal
check, in the sum of $150.00, to the City of Oklahoma City.
The Committee for Oklahomans for Alan Merrell had previously
negotiated with the City of Oklahoma City for the rental of
a room in the Myriad for a campaign function. On May l3th,
a representative of the City of Oklahoma City contacted Alan
Merrell, Sr., and insisted upon the payment of $150.00, as a
deposit for holding the room in the Myriad. I have checked
the calendar and find that May 13th was a Saturday. None of
the members of the Committee for Oklahomans for Alan Merrell
were available. For that reason, Alan Merrell, Sr., wrote
his personal check for $150.00.

On May 15, 1978, which was the following Monday, the
Committee wrote its check No. 118, payable to Alan Merrell, Sr.,
in the sum of $150.00, to refund the amount paid.
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IN RE: MUR 668

expenditures and paid for them. The committee then repaid
Alan Merrell, Jr., those expenditures. The report should have
indicated that the expenditures were made to Alan Merrell, Jr.
You merely assumed that the expenditures were made to Alan
Merrell, Sr.

Sincerely yours,
=

JEROME H. BLUMENTHAL

JHB:fC




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1025 K STREET N.W
WASHINGTON DC. Ndbl

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Jerome H. Blumenthal, Esquire
6300 South Western

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73139 .,

E Re: MUR 668
Jorse o Dear Mr. Blumenthal:
-fu,l On , 1978, the Commission determined to
~ take no further action against Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc.
F in connection with a violation of 2 U.S5.C. §441b(a) or
g— 2 U.S5.C. §4414d; and to take no further action against
&0 Alan Merrell, Sr. in connection with a violation of 2 U.S5.C.
i o —§441la(a) (1) (n).
Eﬁ;j Accordingly, the Commission has decided to close the
i file in this matter.

: : 'fi ] Sincerely,
!?*:r-

I

e William C. Oldaker
L+ i General Counsel
!\u
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET NW
WASHINGTON D.C, 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Don T. Zachritz, Treasurer
Edwards in '78 Committee -
10800 N. May Avenue

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73120

Re: MUR 668

Dear Mr. Zachritz:

The Federal Election Commission has reviewed the
allegations of your complaint dated August 7, 1978.

Azl

1&;:¢“ _Based on the circumstances of this matter, the Commission
A determined on , 1978, to take no further
ﬂ??il action against Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc. in connection
T with a violation of 2 U,.5.C. §441b(a) or 2 U.S5.C. §4414;

o e and to take no further action against Alan Merrell, Sr.

in connection with a violation of 2 U.5.C. §44la(a) (1) (A).

Accordingly, the Commission has decided to close the
file in this matter,

o
Bl Should additional information come to your attention

th which you believe establishes a violation of the Act, please
~ contact me,

Sincerely,

William C, Oldaker
General Counsel
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JeroME H. BLUMENTHAL
8300 SouTH WESTEAN
OxLawoma CiTy, Oxianoma 73138 | N0V g alls 99
(405) 831-3784

November 2, 1978

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20463

IN RE: MUR 668 807722

Attention: William Oldaker, General Counsel
Mr. Oldaker:

In response to your letter of October 26, 1978, I
submit to you answers to your questions.

1. State how many employees the corporation had during
the period April through July, 1978. Answer: 110

2. Who solicited and collected contributions from
the employees of the corporation? Answer: No one solicited
contributions from the employees of the corporation. Alan
Merrell, Sr., collected the contributions.

3. State the names of the employees who were solicited,
but did not contribute. Answer: None.

4., Were any of the employees given suggestions as to how
much they should contribute to Alan Merrell, Jr.'s campaign? 1If
yves, please describe. Answer: No

In regards to the first paragraph of the second page of
your letter of October 26, 1978, you asked for an explanation
concerning the circumstances surrounding the expenditure of
$2,034.94. That expenditure,from the Committee, was made to
Alan Merrell, Jr., the candidate. The candidate made certain




Page 2
IN RE: MUR 668

expenditures and paid for them. The committee then repaid
Alan Merrell, Jr., those expenditures. The report should have
indicated that the expenditures were made to Alan Merrell, Jr.
You merely assumed that the expenditures were made to Alan
Merrell, Sr.

Sincerely yours,
-




Law QFFICES
Jerome H. BLUMENTHAL

G300 S50UTH WESTERMN

ORIVER

OrLamOME CiTy, OxLAHOMA 73132

Federal Election Commission

1325 K Street, N. W.
illiam Oldaker Washington, D. C. 20463
General Counsel




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

TWS K STREET NW
WASHING TOMN .0 20463

MEMORANDUM TO CHARLES STEELE U)E/
) FROM: MARJORIE W. EMMONS ~-"|\'I

= DATE: NOVEMBER 6, 1978

D -
. SUBJECT: MUR 668 - Interim Report dated 10-27-78
: Signed by GC: 11-1-78. Received
o R in OCS: 11-3-78, 7:45
= o
. The above-named document was circulated on a 24
- = hour no-objection basis at 12:00, November 3, 1978.

T - The Commission Secretary's Cffice has received

no objections to the Interim Report as of 2:00 this date.
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
October 27, 1978

In the Matter of

Alan Merrell, Sr. and
Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc.

MUR 668

e

INTERIM REPORT

The allegations in MUR 668 are that Alan Merrell, Sr.

violated 2 U.S.C. §44la(a) (1) (A) in connection with an excessive
contribution to the Oklahomans for Alan Merrell Committee, and

that Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc. violated 2 U.S5.C. §441b(a) and

2 U.S.C. §441d in connection with a solicitation letter for Alan
Merrell, Jr. The counsel for Mr. Merrell and Alan Merrell Chevrolet,
Inc. responded to the Commission's allegations on September 6th

and 25th, 1978 respectively. (Attachments I and II). Neither
response completely answers the questions surrounding the alleged
viclations. A letter requesting further information has been

mailed to the Respondents.

/s )26 PP 4o

/ /Date William C. Oldaker
General Counsel
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JeroME H. BLUMENTHAL .
6300 Enu:r_n WESTEAN

ORLAMOMA CITY, OXLAHOMA 73139 'Ia SEPI! [=] I ’ 22

(405! 631-3784

September 6, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Federal Election Committee
1325 K Street, H. W.
Washington, D. C. 20463

Attention: Mr. William C. Oldaker IN RE: HMURG6S
General Counsel

Dear Mr. Oldnker:

1 Alan Merrell Chevroalet, Inc. I received a

copy « - - of August 31, 1978, addressed to Alan
Merrel vdent , Alaa Merrell Chevrolet, Inc.
My o denies that the letter to which vou refer

in yecur letter of Aupust 31, 1978 was a solicitatinn of

Funds.  The purpose and intent of the questioned leLter was

to announce the candidacy of Alan Merrell, Jr. Tho announcemen
of the talentr show was mercly men 'oned in the body of the
letLer

I have attached a copy of the letter to which you refor

This letter, or an identiecal letter, was mailed to friends
and acqguaintenances of my client, who is in the automobile

business, There was no specifiec mailing list used.

Less than one hundred letters were tyned by an emplovee
of Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc. This employee worked no :

1

than four hours typring the letters, prenaring envelones
aflfixing stamps. The employee cost was apnroximately throe
dollars per hour, or approximately twelve dollars, The
of the velopes and paper did not exceed four dollars. Wl

@5
wwration's complete cost of this mailing would be about

ng

corn

sixzteen dollars. he cest of the stamps was paid by Alan
. : = o9 " % - - y E R, I g B 2
Merrell, individual., Mr. Merrell paid for the stamps ALt L
! h L e Pt -
Lecause of the personal nature of the mailing, Alan Merrell




)

fe—

FEC Ym. C. Oldaker g

Chevrolet, Ine., has, and uses, a'postape meter for corporate
mailing. You will note, if you have one of the envelopes, that
a postane stanp was used rather than a postage meter.

The letters were not mailed to the general public.

“her the candidate, nor “is apents, were awnre of

rye

There was no formal contribution program.

The fact that the report indicated some of the employees
were reported as having contributed the same amounts on the
same dates could have been misinternreted by your examiner.
Checks from the employees of Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inec., were
accumulated over a period of time and it is assumed the
receipting date was the date the checks were received by the
committee.

There were no formal contribution proerams or fund raising
activities instituted by the corporation and involwvinpg the
employees.,

o o 's nor corno c 1L were glv to any
aof {
A\ lan I < not Intei:d to violat ol 1
. ] was vl eql. Withour admictine any vielation
1 rrel] e - 1f i | i 1 k of
i dol] from the onrivat funds ¢ Alan dMerrell: that
amount bhoein e total evnenditur o the o rpoarall in reenrd
to the letter in question. A cony or vhe receipt for payment
15 atbttached horeto.
T ¥ ¥ I & - - S 13 i X oy
L ' L | L ] 1 e g | L L 1_ 1 £ T :""_
cAtoMmentcs O f v it letter of Aupust 31 L 1978. Ye desir= that
this macter remain confidential. Should there be any further

correspondence concerning this matter, please mail such
caorrespondence to this office,
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Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc.

1515 EAST MAIN - YUKON, OKLAHOMA 73099 "
- “THE

PROFESSIONALS™

405/354-2

May 26, 1978

Once again it {s time for us, as Government supporting taxpayers,
to choose a congressman to represent us in Washinpton, D,C,

As you know, each election we send more and more professional
o politicians to Washington who seem to spend most of their time working
to further their own political ambitions to the detriment of the vast
T majority of Americans who do the work, pay the taxes and send thelr
s5ons to war,

My son has announc ¢ to the U, 5, Conpress, State of
Oklahoma, Fifth Distric ~ut For thi ount and it
system, and his concorn e that moves hi to do his Fat
1O ProGaerve and proldecl Oou. b r lite. Tnis is & neri It 1
- but he 18 deveoted, detvermined and 1L
- 1 believe '] alf C i s W i u v Tk -
prese } | £ 11l the j I 1K 3 1 i i B | [
T h the time to lisco Pt ¢ Lo t
ry
0 raday, J 29, 1973, his friends and supporters are stapging
o i talent and fashic how at the Myriad in downtown Oklahoma City to
ralse funds for his ca Tickees are $10. pPeEr person, Any amoval
of tickets you would care to purchase would be sincercly appreciated,
Please send your requests for tickets and your checks to me here at the
o |
Oaly with all of us working together as friends and as Americans
1 owe ever hope to have a say amopg the forces which control our destiny
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September 25, 1978 806585

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESLTED

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20463

[N RE: MUR 668
Atention: Mr, William C. Oldaker
HMr. Oldaker:

I have "od to answe; your letter of Aupust
= i

1978, add Alan Mer-ell, Sr.

Mr. Mery. cifically denies that he had advanced
sonal fund v the Coomittee for Cl:lahomans for Alan

2 k|
On May 13, 1978, Alan Merrell, 5 wrote his personal
. 5150.00, to the City of Oklahoma City.
The Committee for Oklahomans for Alan Merrell had previously
potiated with the City of Oklahoma City for the rental of
a room in the Myriad for a campaign function. On May 1l3th
a representative of the City of Oklahoma City contacted Alan
Merrell, Sr., and insisted upon the payment of $150.00, as a
deposit for holding the room in the Myriad, I have checked
the calendar and find that May 13th was a Saturday. None of
the bers of the Conmittee for Oklahomans for Alan Merrell
were available. For that reason, Alan Merrell, br., wrote
his personal check for $150.00.

1

=

check, In the sum of

J P
[

El

On May 15, 1978, which was the following Monday, the
Committee wrote its cheeck No, 113, payable to Alan Merrell, Sr.
in the sum of $150.00, to refund the amount paid.
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Page 2 September 25, 1978 (Mr. William Oldaker)

Under the circumstances as then existing, Alan Merrell,
Sr., had no intent to advance funds, make a loan of money,
or a contribution to the Committee.

Alan Merrell, Sr., has not paid nor advanced funds for
travel or photo expenses for the Committee.

This matter should remain confidential,

Sincerely yours

¥

JIB: fc ~




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 b STRED | NOW
WASHING 10N DO, 20403

October 26, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Jerome H. Blumenthal, Esquire
6300 South Western
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73139

Re: MUR 668

Dear Mr. Blumenthal:

This letter confirms the receipt of your letters
o dated September & and 25, 197B, in connection with
allegations that Mr. Alan Merrell, Sr., and Alan Merrell

i

by JER
Chevrolet, Inc. violated certain sections of the Federal
¥ Election Campaign Act of 1971.
e .. After reviewing your above mentioned letters, we have
o determined that the answers to some of our original gquestions
= are not clear. Before we are able to conclude our investi-
— - gation in this matter, we would therefore require answers
to these and other questions set out below.
T -
o ' With Regard to Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc.
- o
o (1) State how many employees the corporation had
P during the period April through July, 1978.
~

(2) Who solicited and collected contributions from
the employees of the corporation?

(3) State the names of any employees who were solicited
but who did not contribute.

(4) Were any of the employees given suggestions as to
how much they should contribute to Alan Merrell, Jr.'s
campaign? If yes, please describe.

R e L -— o o ——




-

With Regard to Alan Merrell, Sr.

While your September 25th letter states that Mr. Merrell
denies that he had advanced his personal funds to the
Oklahomans for ARlan Merrell Committee for travel cor photo
expenses, Committee reports show reimbursement to him for
these items. Specifically, a review of the July 10, 1978
quarterly report of the Committee reveals several expendi-
tures (totaling 52,034.94) to Mr. Merrell, Sr. for "photo
expense” and "travel expense." In view of this information
please explain the circumstances surrounding any such expendi-

tures by Mr. Merrell, Sr. and the reported reimbursement to
him.

Your response should be submitted within ten days after
your receipt of this letter. If you have any guestions,
please contact Susan Donaldson at (202) 523-4075.

Sincarely,

Eﬂf{}iqﬁ’% ‘-/

Danafaf.ﬁdn /ﬂﬂf’*ééf | winié&? C. Oldaker

e e General Counsel
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

TWS K STREET MW
WASHINGTOMN, D C. 24b3

MEMORANDUM TO CHARLES STEELE D)b

FROM: MARJORIE W. EMMONS II

DATE: OCTOBER 3, 1978

SUBJECT: MUR 668 - Interim Report dated 9-28-78

Received in OCS: 9-29-78, 12:25

The above-named document was circulated on a 24
hour no-objection basis at 11:30, October 2, 1978.
The Commission Secretary's Office has received

no objections to the Interim Report as of 12:00 this
date.
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RECEIVED ® .

CFFICE OF THE
M}

BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
September 28, 1978
18 SEP2Y PI2: 25 P

In the Matter of

MUR 668
Alan Merrell, Sr. and

Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc.

Tt S N St

INTERIM REPORT

The allegations in MUR 668 are that Alan Merrell, Sr.

" violated 2 U.S.C. §441la(a) (1) (A) in connection with an excessive

contribution to the Oklahomans for Alan Merrell Committee; and

o that Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc. may have violated 2 U.5.C.
ii §44lb(a) and 2 U.5.C. §441d4d in connection with a solicitation
- - letter for Alan Merrell, Jr. The reason to believe notifications
-— were mailed to the Respondents on August 31, 1978. We have
oy received a response from Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc., however
A i the notification letter to Alan Merrell, Sr. was returned by the
< e Post Office. The letter to Mr. Merrell was remailed on
:' o~ September 19, 1978. We expect a response from Mr. Merrell to be

forthcoming, and a General Counsel's Report will be submitted to
the Commission shortly after a response is received and the

material analyzed.

/%/75; Jé(l&’%w

4 Date/ William C. Oldaker
General Counsel




" Cocs
! i . . e Walkd) ‘;“
LAk 1o
LAw OrFFicES LENED
JEROME H. BLUMENTHAL ri0En AL ELeGTIOR
6300 SOUTH WESTERN NN
OMLAHOMA CITY, OXLAMOMA 73139

1408) 831-3784 "1 SEP 29 AM Il: 47

September 25, 1978 806585

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20463

IN RE: MUR 668

Attention: Mr. William C. Oldaker

o
- Mr. Oldaker:
- 1 have been directed to answer your letter of August
"~ 31, 1978, addressed to Mr. Alan Merrell, Sr.
e
Mr. Merrell specifically denies that he had advanced
~ ~— his personal funds to the Committee for Oklahomans for Alan
— - Merrell.
T On May 13, 1978, Alan Merrell, Sr., wrote his personal
: check, in the sum of $150.00, to the City of Oklahoma City.
C £ The Committee for Oklahomans for Alan Merrell had previously
o negotiated with the City of Oklahoma City for the rental of
™. a room in the Myriad for a campaiEn function. On May 13th,
~ a representative of the City of Oklahoma City contacted Alan

Merrell, Sr., and insisted upon the payment of $150.00, as a
deposit for holding the room in the Myriad. I have checked
the calendar and find that May l3th was a Saturday. None of
the members of the Committee for Oklahomans for Alan Merrell
were available. For that reason, Alan Merrell, Sr., wrote
his personal check for $150.00.

On May 15, 1978, which was the following Monday, the ;
Committee wrote its check No. 118, payable to Alan Merrell, Sr., |
in the sum of 5150.00, to refund the amount paid.
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Page 2 September 25, 1978 (Mr. William Oldaker)

Under the circumstances as then existing, Alan Merrell,
Sr., had no intent to advance funds, make a loan of money,
or a contribution to the Committee.

Alan Merrell, Sr., has not paid nor advanced funds for
travel or photo expenses for the Committee.

This matter should remain confidential.

Sincerely yours,

JHB: fc
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Federal Election Commission
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Washington, D. C, 20463
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September 6, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Federal Election Committee
1325 K Street, H. W.
Washington, D. C. 20463

Attention: Mr. William C. Oldaker IN RE: MURE6S
General Counsel

Dear Mr. Oldaker:

I represent Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc. I received a
copy of your letter of August 31, 1978, addressed to Alan
Merrell, Sr., President , Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc.

My client denies that the letter to which you refer
in your letter of August 31, 1978, was a solicitation of
funds. The purpose and intent of the questioned letter was
to announce the candidacy of Alan Merrell, Jr. The announcement
of the talent show was merely mentioned in the body of the
letter.

I have attached a copy of the letter to which you refer.

This letter, or an identical letter, was mailed to friends
and acquaintenances of my client, who is in the automobile
business. There was no specific mailing list used.

Less than one hYundred letters were typed by an employee
of Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc. This employee worked no more
than four hours typing the letters, preparing envelopes and
affixing stamps. The employee cost was approximately three
dollars per hour, or approximately twelve dollars. The cost
of the envelopes and paper did not exceed four dollars. The
corporation's complete cost of this mailing would be about
sixteen dollars. The cost of the stamps was paid by Alan
Merrell, individual. Mr. Merrell paid for the stamps himself
because of the personal nature of the mailing. Alan Merrell
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FEC Ym. C. Oldaker .

Chevrolet, Inc., has, and uses, a postape meter for corporate
mailing. You will note, if you have one of the envelopes, that
a postage stamp was used rather than a postage meter.

The letters were not mailed to the general public.

Neither the candidate, nor his agents, were aware of
the mailing.

There was no formal contribution program.

The fact that the report indicated some of the employees
were reported as having contributed the same amounts on the
same dates could have been misinternreted by your examiner.
Checks from the employees of Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc., were
accumulated over a period of time and it is assumed the
receipting date was the date the checks were received by the
committee.

There were no formal contribution programs or fund raising
activities instituted by the corporation and involving the
employees.

Yo personal funds nor cornorate funds were given to any
of the employees.

Alan Merrell, Sr., did not intend to violate any law,
if in fact a law was violated. Without admitting any wviolation
Alan Merrell, Sr., has repaid the corvoration the sum of
sixteen dollars from the private funds of Alan Merrell; that
amount being the total expenditure of the corporation in regard
to the letter in question. A cony of the receipt for payment
is attached hereto.

I have attempted to answer each of the allegations or
statements of your letter of August 31, 1978. We desire that
this matter remain confidential. Should there be any further
correspondence concerning this matter, please mail such
correspondence to this office.

Sincerely yours,

JHB: fe
Enclosures
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Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc.

1515 EAST MAIN - YUKON, OKLAHOMA 73099

N

7

"THE
PROFESSIONALS"
405/354.2565

May 26, 1978

Once again it is time for us, as Government supporting taxpayers,
to choose a congressman to represent us in Washington, D.C,

As you know, each election we send more and more professional
politicians to Washington who seem to spend most of their time working
to further their own political ambitions to the detriment of the vast
majority of Americans who do the work, pay the taxes and send their
sons to war,

My son has announced his candidacy to the U,5. Congress, State of
Oklahoma, Fifth District. It Ls his love for this country and its
system, and his concern for its future that moves him to do his part
to preserve and protect our way of life. This is a serious undertaking,
but he is devoted, determined and committed,

I believe my son, as a Congressman, will honestly work and fight
hard for all the people like you and me, He will truly be a man that
has the time to listen and the courage to act,

On Thursday, June 29, 1978, his friends and supporters are staging
a talent and fashion show at the Myriad in downtown Oklahoma City to
raise funds for his campaign. Tickets are $10.00 per person. Any amovat
of tickets you would care to purchase would be sincerely appreciated.
Please send your requests for tickets and your checks to me here at the
agency,

Only with all of us working together as friends and as Americans
can we ever hope to have a say among the forces which control our destimy
and the destiny of our children,

Thank you for your prayers and contributions.

ours truly,

lan Merrell
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Law OFFICES
EROME H. BLuMenTHAL
6300 SOUTH WESTERN

PELAHOMA CITY, OsLAHOMA 73139

Federal Election Committee
1325 X Street, . W.
Washington, D. C. 20463

Actotr Mr, William C. Oldaker
General Counsel
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K SIREET MW
WASHING 1ON.D.C. 20463

August 31, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Alan Merrell, Sr., President
Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc.
1515 East Main

Yukon, Oklahoma 73099

Re: MUR 668
Dear Mr. Merrell:

The Federal Election Commission has received a
complaint which alleges that your corporation, Alan
Merrell Chevrolet, Inc. committed certain violations
of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended
("the Act"). We have numbered this matter MUR 66B8. The
Commission has reason to believe that the matters alleged
therein state a violation of 2 U.S.C. §441b(a) and 2 U.S.C.
§441d4. Specifically, it appears that you wrote a letter
soliciting funds for Alan Merrell's campaign, dated
June 21, 1978, which was on corporate letterhead. The
Oklahomans for Alan Merrell Committee reports show no
expenditures to your corporation for stationery or mailing
costs. Therefore, the letter may constitute a corporate
contribution in violation of 2 U.S5.C. §441b(a). 1In
addition, the letter did not contain a statement saying
whether the letter was authorized by the candidate. This
omission may constitute a violation of 2 U.5.C. §4414.

Under the Act, you have an opportunity to demonstrate
that no action should be taken against you. Please submit
any factual or legal materials which you believe are
relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter,
These materials should include copies of all solicitation
letters sent by you or the Merrell Corporation, their
respective mailing lists, and the expenditures incurred.
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Further, the Commission would like to know whether these
letters were sent to the general public, and if the
candidate or his agents were aware of the letters; or if
they assisted in the mailings.

It was also noted from reports on file with the
Commission that over $10,000 was contributed to Alan
Merrell's campaign from employees of the corporation.

Some of the employees were reported as having contributed
the same amounts on the same dates. Patterns of this type
may indicate a formal contribution program. Please include
a description of any contribution programs or fundraising
activities for Alan Merrell, Jr. which was sponsored by

or instituted at the corporation and involved the employees.
State how many employees the corporation had at the time

of the contributions in question. State the names of any
employees who were solicited but who did not contribute.
State whether any of your personal or corporate funds

were given to your employees to facilitate their making
contributions to your son's campaign. If so, please set
cut the dates, amounts, and names. Where appropriate,
statements should be submitted under oath.

The Commission is under a duty to investigate this
matter expeditiously. Therefore, your response should
be submitted within ten days after your receipt of this
notification.

If you have any questions, please contact Susan
Donaldson, the staff member assigned to this matter, at
202-523-4026.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance
with 2 U.S.C. Section 437g(a) (3) unless you notify the
Commission in writing that you wish the investigation to
be made public.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please have such counsel” so tify us in writing.

William C. 0Oldaker
General Counsel
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET MW
WASHINGTON D C. 20463

August 31, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Alan Merrell, Sr.
12476 Trail Oaks
Oklahoma City, OK 73120

RE: MUR 668
Dear Mr. Merrell:

The Federal Election Commission has received a
complaint which alleges that you committed a violation of
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended
("the Act"). We have numbered this matter MUR 668. The
Commission has reason to believe that the matters alleged
therein state a violation of 2 U.5.C. §44la(a) (1) (A).
Specifically, it appears that you contributed §1,000 to
the Oklahomans for Alan Merrell Committee on April 17,
1978; and later may have advanced your personal funds
to the Committee for a deposit on the Myriad, and travel
and photo expenses. An advance or loan is considered a
contribution as set out in 2 U.S.C. §431(e).

Under the Act, you have an opportunity to demonstrate
that no action should be taken against you. Please submit
any factual or legal materials which you believe are relevant
to the Commission's analysis of this matter. The materials
should include dates and details of the expenditures you
made for the Alan Merrell Campaign. Where appropriate,
statements should be submitted under oath.

The Commission is under a duty to investigate this
matter expeditiously. Therefore, your response should
be submitted within ten days after your receipt of this
notification.
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If you have any questions, please contact Susan
Donaldson, the staff member assigned to this matter,
at 202-523-4026.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance
with 2 U.S.C. Section 437g(a) (3) (B) unless you notify the
Commission in writing that you wish the investigation to
be made public.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please have such counsel so notify us in writing.

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of
MUR 668
Alan Merrell, Sr.

Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc.

S S S Sl

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal
Election Commission. do hereby certify that on August 30,
1978, the Commission determined by a vote of 4-0 to
adopt the recommendation of the General Counsel to take
the following actions in the above-captioned matter:

1. Find reason to believe that Alan Merrell, Sr.
violated 2 U.S.C. §44la(a) (1) (A) in con-
nection with an excessive contribution to
the Oklahomans for Alan Merrell Committee.
Send the letter attached to the First
General Counsel's Report dated August 28,
1978.

2. Find reason to believe that Alan Merrell
Chevrolet, Inc. may have violated 2 U.S.C.
§441b(a) and 2 U.S.C. §441d in connection
with a June 21, 1978, letter which solicited
funds for Alan Merrell, Jr. Send the letter
attached to the First General Counsel's Report
dated August 28, 1978.

3. Send memorandum to Reports Analysis Division
attached to the First General Counsel's Report
dated August 28, 1978B.

Voting for these determinations were Commissioners

Harris. Aikens. Staebler and Thomson.

Attest:
2z éadz 4
Date Marjorie W. Emmons
Secretary to the Commission

Received in Office of Commission Secretary: 8-28-78, 10:26
Circulated on 48 hour vote basis: 8-28-78, 3:00
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&DE!UI.L ELECTION CDHI‘IISSIU.
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

FIRST GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

DATE AND TIME OF TRANSMITTAL 978 MUR No.568 .
BY OGC TO THE COMMISSION AUG 28 DATE COMPLAINT RECEIVED
- BY OGC
STAFF
MEMBER _Donaldson
SOURCE : Don T. Zachritz
RESPONDENT'S NAME: Alan Merrell, Sr.

Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc.

- . 2 U.S.C. S§44la(a) (1) (A); 2 U.S.C. §441b(a):
‘EELE".’ANT STATUTE : Bl o
INTERNAL REPORTS CHECKED: Alan Merrell, Jr. (OK-5)

Oklahomans for Alan Merrell, Jr.

4EDERAL AGENCIES CHECKED: n/a

—

- BACKGROUND

In response to the Commission's reason to believe notification of
WUur 645, Don T. Zachritz, Treasurer of the Edwards in '78 Committee
nOK-5), alleged, in a sworn statement, that Alan Merrell, Sr. violated
2 U.S.C. §441a(a) (1) (A) by contributing in excess of $1,000 to his son's
campaign. His son .is Alan Merrell, Jr. who is running for the U.S. House
of Representatives from the 5th District of Oklahoma. Mr. Zachritz also
enclosed a letter, which was apparently written by Mr. Merrell, Sr.,
soliciting funds for his son. The letter was written on "Alan Merrell
Chevrolet, Inc." letterhead, and it had no disclaimer statement. The
letter appears to be a corporate contribution in violation of 2 U.S.C.
§441lb(a) . and the omission of the disclaimer statement apnears to violate
2 U.5.C. §4414 (Attachment I).

PRELIMINARY LEGAL ANALYSIS

I. A review of the July 10 Quarterly report filed by the Oklahomans
for Alan Merrell Committee reveals that on April 17, 1978, Alan Merrell,
Sr. contributed $1,000. The reports also show several expenditures
(trtaling $2,184.94) in May and June, 1978, to Mr. Merrell, Sr. Although
the reports list these expenditures as "deposit on Myriad," "photo
expense, " and "travel expense," the complainant indicates that the
expenditures are reimbursements to Mr. Merrell for ddvances he made to

the Committee. If Mr. Merrell, Sr. advanced or loaned his personal funds
to the Committee, he would have exceeded his $1,000 contribution limitation
to the Committee in violation of 2 U.S.C. §44la(a) (1) (A).
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II. A review of the Oklahomans for Alan Merrell reports reveal no
expenditures to Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc. for stationery or mailing
costs. This indicates that the June 21, 1978, sclicitation letter,
allegedly written by Alan Merrell, Sr. on Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc.
letterhead, may be a corporate contribution in wviolation of 2 U.S5.C.
§441b(a).

III. The letter signed by Alan Merrell, Sr. on corporate letterhead

did not include a statement indicating whether the sclicitation letter

was authorized by the candidate. It appears that this letter may be a
direct mail communication or general public political advertisement

which requires a statement of authorization as set out in 2 U.S5.C. §4414.1/

Iv. Mr. Zachritz also stated that certain itemized receipt and
expenditure schedule totals are inconsistent with the specific itemized
receipts and expenditures listed on the Merrell Committee reports. This
item should be referred to the Reports Analysis Division.

RECOMMENDATION

(1) Find reason to believe that Alan Merrell, Sr.violated

-2 U.5.C.5441a(a) (1) (A) in connection with an excessive contribution to the
chlahﬂmans for Alan Merrell Committee. Send attached letter.

» {2) Find reason to believe that Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc.
may have violated 2 U.S5.C. §441lb({a) and 2 U.5.C. §441d in connection
-with a June 21, 1978, letter which solicited funds for Alan Merrell, Jr.
Send attached letter.

2 {3) Send attached memo to Reports Analysis Division.

1/ While Merrell, Sr's letter was not on campaign stationery and was
directed to what was probably a limited number of people - the members
of the Sirlein Club - it may nevertheless require a §441d statement.

We propose asking Mr. Merrell, Sr. to disclose the extent of the mailing
and its connection with the campaign. Also, we wish to ask Mr. Merrell,
Sr. about the approximately 510,000 in contributions made by a number of
Merrell Corporation employees.
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ATTACHMENT T

CERTIFIED MATL

RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. William C, Oldaker
General Counsel
Federal Election Commission

e 1325 K Street, N.W,
N Washington, D.C. 20463
e ' ]
- RE: MUR 645 (78)
M. Dear Mr. Qldaker:
- On behalf of the Edwards in '78 Committee, please repard the
- Following as our response to your letter of July 27, 1978.
- - First, let me place in context the circumstances surrounding
2 the mailing in question. The failure to print the required disclaimer
- c-- on the letter was an unintentional emission. However, the disclaimer
W was printed in full on the reply card that was included in every piece
T of the mailer. Thus no receipient failled to receive due notice of the
- s source of the mailer, I believe this fact should confirm our contention
- that the error was not willful. The reply card is included as Exhibit A.
c T,
= ' Furthermore, the campaign has adopted a rather rigorous procedure

for insuring compliance with appropriate disclaimer requirements on
printed material, Hmssever, in this instance the procedures failed to
catch the omission. The mailing in question was not handled by our
regular printer who is under standing instructions te inquire about the
absense of disclaimers on submitted copy for all mass mailings. The
campaign had previously mailed nine other mass solicitations in complete
and full compliance. The new printer was not on such notice. Further,
the normal final proof-reading procedure was bypassed as the printer
shipped the materials directly to the mailing house. The Finance Director
responsible for all mail solicitations, including the one in question, is
ne longer in ocur employ.

I firmly submit that the omission was neither willful, nor consequen-
tial and that any contemplated action on your part would be consistent
thereto.

As to your specifiec inquiries, the following:
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2b. 5-24-T78
2c. Total Costs 5§1,774.01
Postage (5677.99), Printing (5666.52), Assembly (5427.50)

In addition, pursuant te 2 U.S5.C. & 437g(a)(3)(A), I wish to submit
for your information the following to assist in your investigation of the
complainant candidate as mandated by the above cited statutory provision.

o 1. In the July 10 Quarterly FEC Report of candidate(I.D. No. 978514)
the following discrepancies appear on the face:
- A. Alan Merrell, s (not the candidate Alan Merrell, Jr.),
= 12476 Trail Oaks, Oklahoma City, OK 73120, is listed
$ o~ on page 3 of line l4A as having contributed the maximum
ainount allowable by law (51,000) on April 17, 1978.
- Yet on page 2 of line 20A the same Mr. Merrell is listed

as having received on May 15, 1978, payment of 5150 to
reimburse his expense in placing the deposit to secure
- the facilities of our civic center known as the Myriad.
Regardless of when Mr. Merrell expended the 5150.00, a
a violation is apparent. If the deposit preceded the
the contribution of April 17, the contribution was

L illegal. If the deposit took place after the 17th of
o April, the deposit was illegal.
™~ B. On page 4 of 20A two additional payments to Mr. Alan

ferrel]l are listed as "travel expense” for 51,714.94

on June 8, 1978 and "photo expense" for $320.00 on

July 8, 1978, On the face these transactions apparently
represent reimbursements of expenses of the campaign
originally pald for by Mr. Merrell. As such they again
indicate either an illegal contribution or loan to the
campaign.

€. The itemized receipt and expenditure schedule totals
are inconsistent with the specific itemized receipts
and expenditures listced.
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2. Please see Exhibit B, a copy of an original letter, and tae
only insert, which solicits funds but is without any disclaimer. As
the letter is on corporate stationery it raises, the further possibilircy
of & corporate contribution. The original of this letter is in my poss-
£ssion.

i

Respectfully Submitted,

Ao 7 '

Don T. Zach z
Treasurer
Edwards in '78 Committee

DZ:dab

Oklahoma

State of Eﬂk1ﬂfu:nﬁﬁ _§5,

County of  *

I, ___r_{f-‘_fz_-_[_'_v__zwl*i'r'f_‘_‘-iﬁ_ , of lawfulage, being first duly sworn upon
oath says: that he is the person making the foregoing statement, and
that he has read the foregoing statement and knows the contents

thereof; and that the matters and things contained are true and

correct.

AT AR
Signed / : .7t
.\//W
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vir. Tom Dulaney
Julaney's Incorporated
P. 0. Pox 1292
Cklzhoma City, Ckla, 72101
cear Tom,
As & member of the Sirloin Club you have alvoady shown that vou
are on2 ofF these individuals who has & sincere concern tar the futurs
3¢ cur country. As a feilow member | skare that concérn with you,
- ™ - i ! : - r - - PR . . - a
- Once ajain it is time for us, &5 covermment supporting faxpayers,
- L2 chonse a Lowarassman to raprosent ws in Washington, D.C

~ fis oy Laow, ooach electios we soand more and move prafessionagl
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o o fucther theip curn political aobitions ts the datriment of R vost
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— . -
b S0 Y Yy Al
£ vyoson o has annnuncod Bis candidacy Lo the UlS. Cangress,
g < Cklangma, Fifth Lrsteict. it 38 his love for chis Couiry end ¢
vatem ang his zoncern for its futanre that soves him Lo da nis pars
— oy I ol v ogay of Tife. This 13 & serinus | Sk & 111 BN
l" & L it Tl _' ' II"‘H'_f‘l
. E # ¢+ b - .

Zve @y son, as & Longressman, will imnestly wory aad vicht

s nagple ke you and wme. He will fruly e o man hat
tn listen and the courane ta act.

ol L i LR

Un Thirsdav, June 29, 1578, his
2k

b L
“312¢ Tvads Tor nis compaign. Tiakels are 210.00 per oersen. Ang i,
'

L . :
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tloase soeng wour requests for tizhets and yoer checks 1o =2, heve ot Lo

Mty wick 211 of us working tenabhar 3s Friopds sng as Amoricin:
 vie ever Son2 ba have a osay aning those forces which conssel aur
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MEMORANDUM
TO: Tom Haselhorst
Reports Analysis Division
FROM: William C. Oldaker
General Counsel
SUBJECT: Oklahomans for Alan Merrell

A review of the July 10, 1978, guarterly report filed
by Oklahomans for Alan Merrell, Jr. revealed that certain itemized
receipt and expenditure schedule totals are inconsistent with
the specific itemized receipts and expenditures. We are referring

this matter to your Division for proper action.
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CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Alan Merrell, Sr.
12476 Trail Oaks
Oklahoma City, OK 73120

RE: MUR 668
Dear Mr. Merrell:

The Federal Election Commission has received a
complaint which alleges that you committed a violation of
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended
("the Act"). We have numbered this matter MUR 66B. The
Commission has reason to believe that the matters alleged
therein state a vioclation of 2 U.S5.C. §d4d4la(a) (1) (A}.
Specifically, it appears that you contributed 51,000 to
the Oklahomans for Alan Merrell Committee on April 17,
1978; and later may have advanced your personal funds
to the Committee for a deposit on the Myriad, and travel
and photo expenses. An advance or loan 1is considered a
contribution as set out in 2 U.S5.C. §43l(e).

Under the Act, you have an opportunity to demonstrate
that no action should be taken against you. Please submit
any factual or legal materials which you believe are relevant
to the Commission's analysis of this matter. The materials
should include dates and details of the expenditures you
made for the Alan Merrell Campaign. Where appropriate,
statements should be submitted under oath.

The Commission is under a duty to investigate this
matter expeditiously. Therefore, your response should
be submitted within ten days after your receipt of this
notification.

T S g B i e wo——— b ek ® el il e i ol bl S S mrrn T T
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If you have any questions, please contact Susan
pDonaldson, the staff member assigned to this matter,
at 202-523-4026.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance
with 2 U.S.C. Section 437g(a) (3) (B) unless you notify the
Commission in writing that you wish the investigation to
be made public.
_— If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
R matter, please have such counsel so notify us in writing.

Sincerely,

. - ; William C. Oldaker
3 : General Counsel
iR
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON, D C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Alan Merrell, Sr., President
Alan Merrell Chevrolet, Inc.
1515 East Main

Yukon, Oklahoma . 73099

Re: MUR 668
Dear Mr. Merrell:

! The Federal Election Commission has received a
- complaint which alleges that your corporation, Alan
S Ko , Merrell Chevrolet, Inc. committed certain violations
Comor of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended
: ("the Act"). We have numbered this matter MUR 668. The
A Commission has reason to believe that the matters alleged
‘ _ therein state a violation of 2 U.S.C. §441b(a) and 2 U.S.C.
o §441d. Specifically, it appears that you wrote a letter
X soliciting funds for Alan Merrell's campaign, dated
ciht 2 June 21, 1978, which was on corporate letterhead. The
Oklahomans for Alan Merrell Committee reports show no
; expenditures to your corporation for stationery or mailing
. costs. Therefore, the letter may constitute a corporate
contribution in violation of 2 U.S.C. §441b{(a). 1In
i addition, the letter did not contain a statement saying
i whether the letter was authorized by the candidate. This
? omission may constitute a violation of 2 U.S.C. §441d.

Under the Act, you have an opportunity to demonstrate
that no action should be taken against you. Please submit
any factual or legal materials which you believe are
relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter,
These materials should include copies of all solicitation
letters sent by you or the Merrell Corporation, their
respective mailing lists, and the expenditures incurred.
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Further, the Commission would like to know whether these
letters were sent to the general public, and if the
candidate or his agents were aware of the letters; or if
they assisted in the mailings.

It was also noted from reports on file with the
Commission that over $10,000 was contributed to Alan
Merrell's campaign from employees of the corporation.

Some of the employees were reported as having contributed
the same amounts on the same dates. Patterns of this type
may indicate a formal contribution program. Please include
a description of any contribution programs or fundraising
activities for Alan Merrell, Jr. which was sponsored by

or instituted at the corporation and involwed the employees.
State how many employees the corporation had at the time

of the contributions in guestion. State the names of any
emplovees who were solicited but who did not contribute.
State whether any of your personal or corporate funds

were given to your employees to facilitate their making
contributions to your son's campaign. If so, please set
out the dates, amounts, and names. Where appropriate,
statements should be submitted under oath.

The Commission is under a duty to investigate this
matter expeditiously. Therefore, your response should
be submitted within ten days after your receipt of this
notification.

If vou have any guestions, please contact Susan
Donaldson, the staff member assigned to this matter, at
202-523-4026.

This matter will remain confidential in accordanice
with 2 U.S5.C. Section 437g(a) (3) unless you notify the
Commission in writing that you wish the investigation to
be made public.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please have such counsel so notify us in writing.

Sincerely,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel
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August 7, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. William C. Oldaker
GCeneral Counsel

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

RE: MUR 645 (78)
Dear Mr., Oldaker:

On behalf of the Edwards in '78 Committee, please regard the
following as our response to your letter of July 27, 1978,

Firsc, let me place in context the circumstances surrounding
the mailing in question. The failure to print the required disclaimer
on the letter was an unintentional omission. However, the disclaimer
was printed in full on the reply card that was included in every pilece
of the mailer. Thus no receiplent falled to receive due notice of the
source of the mailer. I belleve this fact should confirm our contention
that the error was not willful. The reply card is included as Exhibit A.

Furthermore, the campaign has adopted a rather rigorous procedure
for insuring compliance with appropriate disclaimer requirements on
printed material. However, in this instance the procedures failled to
catch the omission. The mailing in question was not handled by our
regular printer who is under standing instructions to inquire about the
absense of disclaimers on submitted copy for all mass mailings. The
campaign had previously mailed nine other mass solicitations in complete
and full compliance. The new printer was not on such notice. Further,
the normal final proof-reading procedure was bypassed as the printer
shipped the waterlals directly to the mailing house. The Finance Director

responsible for all mail solicitations, including the one in question, is
no longer in our emplow.

I firmly submit that the omission was neither willful, nor consequen-

tial and that any contemplated action on your part would be consistent
thereto.

As to your specific inquiries, the following:
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2c. Total Costs 51,774.01
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In addition, pursuant to 2 U.S.C. & 437g(a)(3)(A), I wish to submit
for your information the following to assist in your investigation of the
complainant candidate as mapdated by the above cited statutory provision.

. 1. in the July 10 Quarterly FEC Report of candidate(Il.D. No. 978514)
the following discrepancies appear on the face:

T

e = A. Alan Merrell, 8 (not the candidate Alan Merrell, Jr.),

e - 12476 Trail Oaks, Oklahoma City, OK 73120, is listed

. on page 3 of line l4A as having contributed the maximum

amount allowable by law (51,000) on April 17, 1978,

== Yet on page 2 of line 20A the same Mr. Merrell is listed
' as having received on May 15, 1978, payment of $150 ro

- - reimburse his expense in placing the deposit to secure

o the facilities of our civic center known as the Myvriad,
- Regardless of when Mr. Merrell expended the 5150.00, a

—_— a violation is apparent. If the deposit preceded the
¢ the contribution of April 17, the contribution was

o - {1legal. If the deposit took place after the 17th of

- ! April, the deposit was illegal.

~ B. On page &4 of 20A two additional payments to Mr. Alan

Merrell are listed as “"travel expense" for $1,714.94

on June B, 1978 and "photo expense" for $320.00 on

July 8, 1978. On the face these transactions apparently
represent reimbursements of expenses of the campaign
originally paild for by Mr. Merrell. As such they again
indicate either an illegal contribution or loan to the
campaign.

The itemized receilpt and expenditure schedule totals
are inconsistent with the specific itemized receipts
and expenditures listed.
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2. Please see Exhibit B, a copy of an original letter, and twe
only insert, which solicits funds but is without any disclaimer. As
the letter is on corporate stationery it raises, the further possibilicy
of a corporate contribution. The original of this letter {s in my poss-
egsion.,

Respectfully Submitted,

™~
3 Don T. Zach
“~. 2 Y Treasurer
T (R A A Edwards in "78 Committee

" MY LCUMMISSIOn EXPRES MOV b, 1979

DZ:dab
—

State of Oklahoma County of QOklahoma .88,
= 1, Don T. ;{3Chri51_, of lawfulage, being first duly sworn upon
wee cath says: that he is the person making the foregoing statement, and
e - that he has read the foregoing statement and knows the contents
¢ -~ thereof; and that the matters and things contained are true and
[

correct.

Signed Jﬂ"? W/
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Aian Merrell Chevrolet, Inc.

1515 EAST MAIN - YUKON, OKLAHOMA 73009
"THE
PROFESSIONAI
4051054 256¢

Mr. Tom Dulaney

Dulaney's Incorporated

P. 0. Box 1292

Melahoma City, Okla. 73101

Dear Tom,

As a member of the Sirloin Club you have already shown that you
are one Of those individuals who has a sincere concern for the future
F our country, As a fellow member [ share that concern with you.

Unce again it is time for us, as government supporting taxpayers,
hanse a Congressman to reprosent us in Washington, D.C.

Fs wou kiow, sach 2lection we send more and more professional
FGIIEICIaNS 10 Washingtor wio seem 1o spend most of their time working
further theiy owr politica mhitions to the detriment of the vast
dd jurity of dmerica 0 Lhe wors, pay the taxes and send their
0ns Lo war.
My sun has announced his candidacy Lo the U.5S. Congress, State ¢f
Ok lahoma, Fifth Crstrict. It is his love for this country and its
system and his concern for its future that moves him to do his part
iraierve aqd protect our way of life. This 13 a serious undertaking,
i35 devoted, determined and committed.

"

I believe my son, as a Congressman, will honestly work and fight
hard for all the people like you and me. He will truly be a man that
has the time to listen and the courage to act.

On Thursday, June 29, 1978, his friends and supporters are staging
A fashion and variety show at the Myriad in downtown Oklahoma City to
raise funds for his campaign. Tickets are %£10.00 per person. Any amount
of tickets yocu would care to purchase would be sincerely appreciated.
HFlease send your requests for tickets and your checks to me, here at the
dijency .,

Only with all of us working together as friends and as American:
can we ever hope to have a say among those forces which control cur
everyday lives and the destiny of our ¢hildren,

Tnank ycu for your prayers and contributions.

Yours truly,
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