‘ Attachment 1

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, D. C.

Complainant's Name: Newspaper articles brought to attention of
the Federal Election Commission through the Press Office.

Respondent's Name: _Senator Bentsen

Relevant Statute: 18 U.S.C. §613

b

Internal Reports Checked: Senator Bentsen 1975 réports.

Federal Agencics Checked:

SUMMARY OI' ALLEGATION

The articles state that a campaign aide to Senator Bentsen

sollc1ted contrlbutlons from a representatlve of a 'Mediterranean

Country", thereby violating 18 U SRIGS §613 whlch prohlblts the

sollc1tatlon of contrlbutlons from forelqn natlonals.

PRELIMINARY LEGAL ANALYSIS

The articles fail to allege any facts substantiating the

vague allegation against Senator Bentsen. Absent such facts,

there is no basis for further investication.
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Close the file.

bDate of Next Commission Review:
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BENTSEN FUND-RAISERS FLOUT CAMPAIGN LAW. Dem Presidential hopeful lloyd
Bentsen espoused the cause of a certain Mediterranean country in receni key Senate de-
bates. His position seemed to be based on his own convictions. Then, a campaign
staff fund-raiser called a representative of that country, cited Bentsen's efforts
and asked for a campaign contribution in return. He said he had been tcld to call
by two higher-ups on the Bentsen staff who had served in previous Democratic
administrations. The idea of a quid pro quo may seem bad enough, but soliciting

"unds from foreign nationals is a violation of Federal law subject to a $25,000

.pfine and as much as 5 years in jail. The representative of the foreign sovernment
was stunned by the request and warned Bentsen's man off the attempt. Given

~$entsen's prodigious ability to raise campaign funds, this case raises questions
about other sources of his support.
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insurance company.” v

® On whether the truth will
/tome out: “Somebody besides us
got to be interviewed. Nobody's been
under any pressure at all to answer
questions,” says Gwen. “You have to
have the patience to wait. One day I'll
know everything that | want to know,
what happened, how it
happened . . . ."

Father knows best?
Ronald Reagan's syndicated radio
program, heard nationally on 320
stations each day, was the occasion
for an intrafamily squabble recently.
With Reagan out barnstorming these

Maureen Reagan: taking issue

days. daughter Maureen sometimes
pinch-hits on the show, generally
toeing the conservative family line.

But one issue that Maureen
feels strong progressive instincts
about is the Equal Rights Amendment|
and she requested last month that she
be able to air her views on the show.
Reagan was taken aback; he
supported the ERA during his tenure
as governor. but has backed off in the
last year on what he says are legal
grounds.

A compromise was reached
when Reagan told his daughter that
she could air her viewpoint on one
show and he would present the
opposite position on the next. Maureen
defended the ERA, which is still four
states shy of passage, by pointing out
that it is the most crucial element in the
drive for women’s equality. Her dad
came back gently but firmly: "My
daughter Maureen. . finds it hard to
believe that | can be for women's
equality without being for ERA . it's true

. I believe the ERA would take
away laws that were passed especially
to make sure that women were not put
upon by men ”

Business as usual

Arecent poll of 238 corporate
executives revealed that three out of
five believe their subordinates would
commit the unethical acts
characteristic of Watergate in order to
show loyalty to the boss. University of
Georgia professor Archie Carroll
reports that a majority of the
executives also said that recently
revealed illegal campaign
contributions by arge corporations are
“realistic examples” of current
business ethics.

3entsen: fund-razing

In recent months, Senator Lioyd
Bentsen of Texas has espoused the
cause of a certain Mediterranean
country in key Senate debates. His
sentiments seemed to come from the
heart. But now one wonders it they did
not derive frorm a more mercenary
motive. Recently. one of Bentsen's
staff fund-raisers called a
representative of the country, cited
Bentsen's efforts in its behaif and
asked for a campaign contribution in
return. The caller said that his request
had been cleared with two higher-ups
on the staff. The idea of a quid pro quo
may seem bad enough. but soliciting
funds from foreign nationals s a
violation of the federal law—subjectto
a $25.000 fine and up to five years in
jail. The representative of the foreign
government. who insisted on
anonymity, was stunned by the request
and warned Bentsen's man off.
Nonetheless, an illegal act had been
committed and the case can only raise
more questions about the means by
which Bentsen's campaign is funded.

Henry Kissinger has a new diversion in
between shuttie diplomacy stops:
muttering into atape recorder he
carries with him. Reporters traveling
with Kissinger at first assumed the
Secretary of State was simply
collecting his thoughts for upcoming
diplomatic sessions. But leave it to
Henry to stay one step ahead. In fact,
he is beginning work on his memoirs.

Speechless

The tervor with which Congress
passed its strict Campaign Reform Act
in the aftermath of Watergate last year
1S wearing thin.

One of the law's provisions is
that members of Congress cannot
accept more than $15.000 in honoraria
for speeches and articles during any

sar. The reasoning was that such

ents—-unregulated-—could be
used to sidestep contribution ceilings.
Now, members of Congress whose
sole outside income.comes from
speeches and articles have decided
the law is discriminatory. Their 3 ¢
associates, who moonlight as lawyers
and businessmen, for instance, are
free to earn as much as they can onthe
outside. Sources say a compromise
has been reached. By the end of the
year, the limitwill simply be
lited—making everyone happy.

The same thing could happen to

a surprisingly tough new regulation
proposed by the Federal Election
Commission recently. They have
asked for a crackdown on
congressional office accounts, and the
legisiators are balking. Senate leaders
Mansfield and Scott and five others
signed a letter to the Commission
recently asking that the rule be toned
down ‘Congressional members now
use the funds for extra staff. travel,
Christmas cards, funeral flowers,
interns’ expenses and other ostensibly
“non-political” outiays. Observers say
that it's an even bet that Congress will
veto the ryle in the 30 working days it
has to do so

TheWord

Acting out

England is losing a precious national
resourge: its actors, actresses and
singe fovés ;
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Elton: an English exodus

to be fretting—all the more
embarrassed in this bicentennial year.
Most of the stars are heading straight
to Beverly Hills and spending lavishly
in the process. Consider just a partial
list of the transplants, in case you've
any doubt the phenomenon
1S real:

Michael Caine (paying $4,500 a
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