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FEDERAL ELECTION COMM*ISSION

The above-described material was removed from thisfile pursuant to the following exemption provided in theFreedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. Section 552(b):

(1) Classified Information

(2) Internal rules and
practices

___(3) Exempted by other
st at,--ut'-e

(4) Trade secrets and
commercial or
financial information

xi

(6)

(7)

Personal privacy

Inve stiga tory
files

(8) Banking
Information

(9) Well Information
(geographic or
geophysical)

(5) Internal Documents

SignedA

date_____

FEC 9-21-77



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of)

Texas Power and Light Company )
MUR 610 (78)

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal

Election Commission, do hereby certify that on September 11,

1978, the Commission approved by a vote of 6-0 the recom-

mendation the General Counsel to close the file in the

above-captioned matter.

ATTEST-

Date Marjorie W. Emmons
ecretarv to the Commission

General Counsel's Report dated: 8-30-78

Report Signed: 9- 6-78

Received in Office of Commission Secretary: 9- 7-78, 11:19

Circulated on 48 hour vote basis- 9, 7-78, 4-00
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
AUGUST 30, 1978

In the Matter of

Texas Power and Light Company
MUR 610

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

on July 24, 1978, the General Counsel forwarded a letter to

the complainant in this matter, Lane Denton, informing him that

the complaint which he filed with the Commission on May 26, 1978,

was not properly sworn to and notarized.

As of August 29, 1978, the Commission has not received an

amended formal complaint from Mr. Denton. Accordingly, the

General Counsel recommends that the files on this matter be closed.

Recommendation

Close the file.

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

Datd



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K STREET N.W
WASHINGION,D.C. 20463

July 24, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Lane Denton
P.O. Box 3204
Waco, Texas 76707

Re: MUR 610

Dear Mr. Dentoni:

We have received your letter of May 26, 1978,
inquiring into the possibility of a violation of the
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended.

As set forth in my letter of June 1, 1978, the
Commission is not empowered to take action unless
complaints are signed, sworn and notarized by the
complainant. Although your letter of complaint is
accompanied by four notarized affidavits, it is niot
sworn and notarized by you and therefore fails to meet
the requirement as set forth in 2 U.S.C. section 437g(a)
(1).

In addition, a preliminary review of this matter by
my staff has indicated that the facts sworn to in the
affidavits are incomplete and sketchy and thereby provide
minimal basis for the Commission to believe that a violation
of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended
has been committed.

Should additional information come to your attention
which you believe establishes a violation of the Act, or
if you have any questions, plea ntact Duane A. Brown
of my staff, at (202) 523-4000.

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

7'
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
kW~&YJ 1325 K SIREL I NW

WASHINGIONDC. 20463
rE~S 0

July 13, 1978

MEMORAIDUM TO: CHARLES STEELE

FROM: MARJORIE W. EMM0NS

SUBJECT: NIUR 610 - First General Counsel's Report dated 7-12-78
Received in Office of Comuission Secretary

7-13-78, 1O:19

"4r The above-mentioned document was circulated on a 48 hour

vote basis on July 13, 1978 at 12:15.

Commissioner Harris submitted an ohjection at 2:3fl. this

date, thereby placing MUR 610 on the Executive Session Agenda

for Wednesday, July 19, 1978.

r- A copy of Commissioner Harris' vote sheet is attached.

cv-

ATTACHMENT:
Vote Sheet

cc: Commissioner Harris

T I T10
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMIASSION1S

111 K ,TREET NW'
\'AHNTON, D.C. 20463

Date and Time Transmitted:/Q.2'9, 1juby 197E

Commis s ioner

RETURN TO OFFICE OF COMMISSION SECRETARY BY: /?.? X!ULY 17, 1978

MUR No. 610 - First General Counsel's Report dated 7-12-78

()I approve the recommendation

(-<I object to. the recommendation

COMMENTS:
f-r 2V.A~

7,r

Date: ~ Signature: ) .-~. .

THE OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL WILL TAKE NO ACTION IN THIS MATTER
UNTIL THE APPROVAL OF FOUR COMMISSIONERS IS RECEIVED. PLEASE
RETURN ALL PAPERS NO LATER THAN THE DATE AND TIME SHOWN ABOVE TO
THE OFFICE OF COMMISSION SECRETARY. .NE OBJECTON PLACES THE iTE
ON~ THE EXECUTI'!VE SESSIONA4 AGENOA.

/ ~-'
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ODEALELECTION COM4MISSIONO1 35 KStreet, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20463

FIRST GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

DATE AND TIME OF TRANSMITTAL
BY OGC TO THE COMMISSION JUL 1 2 1978

MUR NO. 610
DATE COMPLAINT RECEIVED
BY OGC________
STAFF
MEMBER-Duane Brown

COMPLAINANT'S NAME:

RESPONDENT'S NAME:

PTLEVANT STATUTE:

INTERNAL REPORTS CHECKED:

UDERAL AGENCIES CHECKED:

Lane Denton

Texas Power and Light Company

11 CFR §114

None

None

SUMMARY OF ALLEGATIONS

In a notarized complaint dated May 26, 1978, complainant alleges
'that the respondent has engaged in illegal campaign activity. The com-
,,plainant alleges that respondent's employees were directed to remove all
campaign posters from utility poles except for those belonging to the
complainant's primary opponent. Complainant cites 11 CFR 5114 as the
basis for this complaint.

PRELIMINARY LEGAL ANALYSIS

The complainant cites 11 CFR §114 as the basis for his complaint,
but this section primarily pertains to procedures by which corporate and
labor organization activity are regulated. This section does not address
the nature of the allegations stated in the complaint. We believe that
the allegations complained of, if true, may be an in-kind contribution
from a corporation and therefore in violation of 2 U.S.C. §441b.

RECOMMENDATION

Find reason to believe that the Texas Power and Light Company
violated 2 U.S.C. §441b and send attached letter.
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May 26. 1978913 JUN 5 FMIq

Bradley Litchfield, Esquire
Federal Elections Comnmiss ion
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Litchfield:

I would like to file a complaint with and request
* an investigation by the Federal Elections commission in regards

to violations of Part 114 of the Commission's regulations by
the Texas Power & Light Company (T.P. & L.). I have attached

* four notarized statements which relate three types of campaign
activity by T.P. & L. employees. It appears that these activi-
ties were either directly conducted by management level personnel
or performed pursuant to orders from management level personnel.
It also appears that corporate vehicles were used to conduct
these activities.

While I ha ve always been a strong advocate of full
individual participation of citizens in politics, having authored
several laws in Texas that encourage such participation. Congress
has rightly determined that the type of corporate involvement

C71% we have here works to stifle meaningful activity by citizens in
political campaigns. I am ready to extend the Commission every
possible assistance in its investigation of this matter.

I appreciate your cooperation.

incerely,

Lne Dentonr Candidate for U.S. Congress

P.O. Box 3204
Waco, Texas



CITY OF TW4PLE

BELL COUNTY

TIOm Curb, being first duly sworn, deposes on oath

and says that:

1- My nmisTomn Curb and I am campaign coordina-

r" tor for Bell County of Lane Denton's Congressional campaign.

pew2. 1 mfamiliar with the situation regarding

the posting of campaign posters on utility poles in this county.

ell During the primary campaign, I was advised that some interested

* citizens had made a complaint to the City Attorney's office as

to the great number of Marvin Leath campaign posters on utility

poles in the City of Temple. It is my understanding that the

posting of campaign material on utility poles is a violation

of a city ordinance here.

3. A representative of the City Attorney's office

Ph.. subsequently advised that Leath campaign headquarters replied

to the complaint by stating that the posters had been stolen

from the headquarters and then put up on the utility poles by

the thief. This ridiculous story was a court house joke here

for some time.

4. I noticed in yesterday's newspaper that a TP & L

spokesman is claiming that his employees were instructed to

remove posters of all candidates from utility poles. If this

is true, I can't understand how so many Leath posters could have

stayed up on so many utility poles for so long. The City Of

Temple was literally plastered with them.
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5. 1 have repeatedly instructed all our campaign

workers to post no campaign material on utility poles. During

the several months of this campaign, I know of three Denton

posters that were put up on utility poles by mistake. They

were removed by us almost immediately. On the other hand,

Leath posters have appeared throughout the county on utility

poles and remain for long periods of time.

6. 1 believe the foregoing to be true and correct.

Tom Curb

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this Z e day

of May, 1978.

Notaryvublic

*ii

.0



During a conversation with my uncle, Wilbur Seay, the weekend prior to the
May 5 election, he told me of the conversation he had with a Texas Power
& Light service representative. This representative jokingly talked of the
Denton posters in the back of his truck. He said his superiors instructed
them to remove all Lane Denton posters from TP&L power poles and leave all
other candidate posters intact. They also were instructed to remove any
Denton posters along roadways. My uncle actually saw the above mentioned
posters in the TP&L vehicle.

Rc h sak

COUNTY OF BELL.S
(~STATE OF TEXAS S

Sworn to and subscribed before me on the 23rd day of My, 1978.

Seal Mary .Allen, Notary Public, Bell Co., Texas



0.

May 24, 1978

Dear Mr. Denton;

I, as a Temple businessman, would like to pass on a situation that
I was not pleased with at all, concerning Temple Power & Light
Executives.

While I was visiting with a fellow businessman in Temple, a Texns
Power and Light executive, who I knnw (no nnme will be used) wpll,
told us both that we should get out to vote in the run off. I
then asked this TP&L representative who shnuld we vote for in the

__ run off. He proceeded to tell me about the good things that
Marvin Leath stood for and I, with great purpose, let him run nff
with plenty of rope to himself, I then told him that I wns not
going to vote for Leath due tn the fnr~t thnt TP&L would go n rote
increase if we voted for Mr. Leath. This TP&L representntivn
acruldn't get out of the office soon enough to suit him~'self and
I feel that it is a darn shame thnt the TINaL executives oreP out
working for a man thct will support a suhst-nntial increase for
Texas Power and Lioht.

Under no circumstances, is my name to enter into any campaign
literature, Thank-you.

Sincerely,

Steve La-ar s

SL/ls

Before me this day personally appeared the applicant whose
signature appear above who by me being duly sworn upon oath
says that the statements set forth above are true and correct.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 24th day of May 1978.

Bell Texas
4 0 7y Fub11 cCounty



on Thursday, "r, It~ 1978, while attendini an orrianizatlonal meetini of
farmers for 11-e Denton. I observed a Textis ower and Lloht service
truck pull i the entrance drive of the Oak Lodqe &Iotel, where the
meetini was L-einn held.

Another lndiv".'al in attendance and I discussed the loncith of time
the truck was staying in the drive, which was a matter of a few .minutes.
On at least t,, other occasions TPI trucks had nulled thrnuah -the drive
frortinq the -Ctel, but they had only hesitated momentarily.

The driver ar'eared to. be makinrl notations durini the time of hiis stay,
and -,en tin -:server went outside, the truck backed into th I'I 3) service
road ind srn: "~rth. The observer returned shortly with t~le truck's
licc,'s.c nU'ter on a scrap of paper and remarked that he felt the driver

-- n not:"'. license numbers of trucks and cars parked in front of
S'- mj t ,e d."rive of the motel.

''stay~, the driver did not leave his truck or appear to carry
e,"z:':i- of inspection of electrical eriuirrient in'the area, and

*..s occasions, drivers had driven up to the front of the
- s4:,ttd while lookini inside, and driven off. The previous-

x j'iue in that the trucks did not use the 111 35 service
4 e'it by, but instead used the path in front of the motel

C-. IAi LC 7k-rc 1L

'.h6 I~e and sworn to before me, this 26th day of May, 1978.

Mary A.64Nlleru, NAary Public,
Bell County, Texas.
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TEMPLE DAILY TELEGRAM

Denton Sees Fariii Leaders
In Temnple Camipaigni Swiig

Congressional candidate
Lane Dentori of Waco met
Thursday in Temple~ %%ih 31
farm leaders from several
counties in the I1It h
Congressional District to dis-
cu.s agriculture issis for the
approaching primnary runoff
elect ion on J uue 3.

"Agriculture ;iays a ke\ rolu
in the I1th District." rienton
said. 'Afier the election i will
request to be- pLiwt'd on the
House Agriculture Cominuttee.
It's the best oppowrzunity, to
woDrk for the peoiple of this dis-
trict. "

cy, De'nton. %4ho led the primiary
with about 40 percent of the

vote. will face Miarvin Leath of
Marlin in the Democratic
runoff. Leath finished with
about 30 percent of the vote in
the Mlay 8 primaryv.

The farniers. wh-o reporwdly
discw--sed ('8 Ypai)'T 5?rait. ?"
%kith Deenton at the Oak Lodge
Motel. carne from Bell.
Coryeil. Miiiem. San Saba.
McClennen and Falls and other
counlties.

Farm Orzuwiiations
Denton said the farmiers

were miembers of the Texas
Farm Bureau. the Texas
Farmers Union. the American
Agriculture Mloenie-ni and the

Texas Sheep and Goat Rai'.cr

Tb.' former tiuvq-terni state
represe'ntative %.,Ld his cam.

rwi kas er 1'mru.11uig ('tenmit.
tes to urge I h'ite"n ,.u1;%rterr%
in the NI.j. % pmir\ t; %,oft,
agai ir n the.lwo-3 runoff.

I~t4r~np the rnr.qtng. a 'Ie~as
PowVAer and i.~ht 01. equip.
rnewl truck pulled into tme
jxirking lot ant' the edrmvr ap
ov.1red to hee t:ikiuec down
I rerse pl~ate riuhrtlr of the
farnmers' t rucks 'The utility
k'tuj~eei truc'- s;w'd (iff utien a
514eppkiler step~w'd outside to
que'stion the- dnver.

('riticaz'd.Staand
Deniton saiid TPF&'L Veac dis-

trict manager Johni Davis held
a press conference shortl%
IA-fore the May F primary, and
Criticized Denton's sraind (in

utlt.ritte's. Dt-nton clainis
ut ilit ratesare e'x-"sive.

In \1arch I~'ntion testifie'd
before the- Texas Public
Utilitie's Corinmsion to testify
against a $11S' rullion rate bike
request by. T1'&L. 71m- corn'
nussion granted T 1&'L unly. a
$40.6 mnill1ion inct-i~Lse&.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Texas Power and Light Company
P. 0. Box 29
Waco, Texas 76703

RE: MUR 610

Dear Sir or Madam:

The Federal Election Commission has received a complaint
which alleges that the Texas Power and Light Company committed
certain violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971,as amended ("the Act"). A copy of the complaint is enclosed.We have numbered this matter MUR 610. The Commission has reason
to believe that the matters alleged in the complaint state aviolation of 2 U.S.C. §441b. Specifically, it appears that
your Company directed its employees to remove all campaign
posters from utility poles except for those belonging to com-plainant's primary opponent, Marvin Leath. These actions by
Company employees may be considered in-kind contributions by
the Company to Mr. Leath as defined in 2 U.S.C. S44la(a) (7).

Under the Act, you have an opportunity to demonstrate
that no action should be taken against you. Please submitany factual or legal materials which you believe are relevant
to the Commission's analysis of this matter. Where appropriate,
statements should be submitted under oath.

The Commission is under a duty to investigate this matter
expeditiously. Therefore, your response should be submitted
within ten days after your receipt of this notification.

If you have any questions, please contact Duane Brown,
the attorney assigned to this matter, at (202) 523-4000.

This matter shall remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. S437g(a) (3) (B) unless you notify the Commission inwriting that you wish the investigation to be made public
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If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please have such counsel so notify us in writing.

Sincerely,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K STREET N.W
WASHINGTOND.C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Lane Denton
P. 0. Box 3204
Waco, Texas 76707

RE: MUR 610

Dear Mr. Denton:

The Federal Election Commission has completed a
preliminary review of your complaint and has numbered
it as MUR 610. Please refer to this number in any
further correspondence.-

A copy of your complaint has been forwarded to the
respondents. If you have any further information you wish
to make available to the Commission, please submit it within
five days of your receipt of this letter.

The Commission's enforcement procedures are set forth in
2 U.S.C. §437g. Please note that 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (3) (B) pro-
hibits any person from making public the fact of "any notifica-
tion or investigation" by the Commission without the written
consent of the respondent.

Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (3) (A), the Commission will
also review all reports and statements in its files concerning
your campaign.

If you have any questions, please call Duane Brown, the
attorney assigned to this matter, at (202) 523-4000.

Sincerely,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINCTOND.C. 2046.1

SI4fs O June 7, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Lane Denton
P.O. Box 3204
Waco. TX. 76707

Dear Mr. Denton:

This is to acknowledge receipt of your complaint
cr, of June 6, 1978, alleging violations of the Federal

Election Campaign Laws. A staff member has been
assigned to analyze your allegations and a recommenda-
tion to the Federal Election Commission as to how
this matter should be handled will be made shortly.
You will be notified as soon as the Commission

17 determines what action should be taken. For your

r7*1 information, we have attached a brief description
of the Commission's preliminary procedures for the
handling of complaints.

Sin,-.ere y yours,

William C 01 aker

01
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May 6, 178'1.j ,i ;MI :f~
Bradly Lichfied,,Equir

Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Litchfield:

I would like to file a complaint with and request
an investigation by the Federal Elections Commission in regards
to violations of Part 114 of the Commission's regulations by
the Texas Power & Light Company (T. P. & L.). I have attached
four notarized statements which relate three types of campaign
activity by T.P. & L. employees. It appears that these activi-
ties were either directly conducted by management level personnel
or performed pursuant to orders from management level personnel.
It also appears that corporate vehicles were used to conduct
these activities.

While I have always been a strong advocate of full
individual participation of citizens in politics, having authored
several laws in Texas that encourage such participation, Congress
has rightly determined that the type of corporate involvement
we have here works to stifle meaningful activity by citizens in
political campaigns. I am ready to extend the Commission every
possible assistance in its investigation of this matter.

I appreciate your cooperation.

incerely,

Lane Denton
Candidate for U.S. Congress

P.O. Box 3204
Waco, Texas



CITY OF TEMPLE
SS.

BELL COUNTY

AFFIDAVIT

Tom Curb, being first duly sworn, deposes on oath

and says that:

1. My name is Tom Curb and I am campaign coordina-

tor for Bell County of Lane Denton's Congressional campaign.

2. 1 am familiar with the situation regarding

the posting of campaign posters on utility poles in this county.

During the primary campaign, I was advised that some interested

citizens had made a complaint to the City Attorney's office as

to the great number of Marvin Leath campaign posters on utility

poles in the City of Temple. It is my understanding that the

posting of campaign material on utility poles is a violation

of a city ordinance here.

3. A representative of the City Attorney's office

subsequently advised that Leath campaign headquarters replied

to the complaint by stating that the posters had been stolen

from the headquarters and then put up on the utility poles by

the thief. This ridiculous story was a court house joke here

for some time.

4. I noticed in yesterday's newspaper that a TP & L

spokesman is claiming that his employees were instructed to

remove posters of all candidates from utility poles. If this

is true, I can't understand how so many Leath posters could have
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5. 1 have repeatedly instructed all our campaign

workers to post no campaign material on utility poles. During

the several months of this campaign, I know of three Denton

posters that were put up on utility poles by mistake. They

were removed by us almost immediately. on the other hand,

Leath posters have appeared throughout the county on utility

poles and remain for long periods of time.

6. 1 believe the foregoing to be true and correct.

Tom Curb

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this day

of May, 1978.

Notary. ublic



During a conversation with my uncle, Wilbur Seay, the weekend prior to the
May 5 election, he told me of the conversation he had with a Texas Power
& Light service representative. This representative jokingly talked of the
Denton posters in the back of his truck. He said his superiors instructed
them to remove all Lane Denton posters from TP&L power poles and leave all
other candidate posters intact. They also were instructed to remove any
Denton posters along roadways. My uncle actually saw the above mentioned

posters in the TP&L vehicle.

77 Rich i'd Horsak

COUNTY OF BELL. SS
STATE OF TEXAS'

Sworn to and subscribed before me on the 23rd day of May, 1978.

SSeal Mary &Allen, Notary Public, Bell Co., Texas



Ma'I 24, 1979

Dear M,1r. Denton;

I, as a Temple businessman, would like to pass on a situation that
I was not pleased with at all, concerning Temple Power & Light
Executives.

Wihile I was visiting with a fellow businessman in Temple, a Texas
Power and Light execuive, who I know (no nane will be used) well,
told us !.o7th that we should oat cut to vote in the run off. I
then asked this TP8.L representative who should we vote for in the
TL]O off. He proceeded to tell me --brout the yood things that

CC! ,3 rvi n Leo, -th 9,tonid Fonr and I , wi th grea pLrpn,3e, le t him run nf f
uihP-1ent) '.f ro pe to hinoci3ef, I than -old -hi , th-,t I wa s no t
onot- v1ot,-, fn r Lthdup to-, the, fan~t thant TPESL wo,-:uld 9-e -, ro- tc;

ino:rr-= if wea v7-toI if r "r. Leath. Th-is TFr'P rcprosent2otive
af1,-rrInt -'r-' out oF the oifficep son-- PnirIU1h to- suit himself n
1 Fe3 t - t i t i d roF oh,,n t-,h-1 t 1-- T I ? executives -.rp o-ut

o* r', 7177occ,' e to aleitocyrnio

L 1/rtue 11 n-vou

Before me this day personally appeared the applicant whose
signature appear above who by me being duly sworn upon oath
says that the statements set forth above are true and correct.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 24th day of May 1978.

Bell Texas
' tW/b W 4U1e out



On Thursday, May 18, 1978, while attending an orqanizational meeting offarmers for Lane Denton, I observed a Texas 'ower and Light servicetruck pull into the entrance drive of the Oak Lodge Motel, where themeeting was being held.

Another individual 4i attendance and I discussed the length of timethe truck was staying in the drive, which was a-matter of a few minutes.On at least two other occasions-TPL trucks had pulled through "the drivefronting the motel, but they had only hesitated momentarily.

The-:driver' appeared,-to. bemIfaking notations during the timeof his stay,and when an observer went outside, the truck backed into the 1H 35 serviceroad and sped north. The observer returned shortly with the truck'slicense number on a scrap of paper and remarked that he felt the driverhad been noting license numbers of trucks and cars parked in front ofand along the drive of the motel.

During his stay, the driver did not leave his truck or appear to carryout any function of inspection of electrical equipment in the area, andon the previous occasions, drivers had driven Uip to the front of thebuildinq, hesitated while looking inside, and driven off. The previous
r7 instances were unique in that the trucks did not use the 111 35 serviceroad as they went by, but instead used the path in front of the motel

lobby.

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 26th day of May, 1978.

MaryA.llen, otary Public,
Seal Bell County, Texas.
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TEMPLE DAILY TELEGRAM

Denton Sees Farm Leaders
ITemple Campaign Swing

Congressional candidate
Lane Denton of Waco met
Thursday in Temple %ith 31
farm leaders from several
counties in the 1 1t h
(C'ngressiona) IDistrict to dis-
cuss agriculture issues f or t he
approachingz primary runoff
election on June 3.

"Agriculture plays a ke\ role
ir. the 11th Distict." IDenton
said. '*After the election I whill
request to be placed on the
House Agriculture Comittee.
It's the best opportunity to
work for the people of this dis-
trict.

Denton, who led the primary
ith about 40 percent of the

vote, will face Ntirvin Leath of
Marlin in the Democratic
runoff. Leath. finished with
about 30 percent of the vote in
the May 8 priman-.

The fa rmers. vtio reportedly
discuw.sed campaign strategy
with Denton at the Oak Lodge
Motel, came from Bell,
Corycll. Milamn. San Saba.
Mcdlennen and Falls and other
counties.

Farm Organizaions
Denton said the farmers

wevre members of the Texas
Farm Bureau, the Texas
Farmers Union. the Amnercan
Agriculture Mlov-ement and the

Texas Sheep and Goat Raisers
Association.

The former three-term state
representative said his cam-
paign was organizng commit-
tees to urge [Dentonm supporters
in the May 8 primary to vote
again in the June 3 runoff.

During the meeting, a Texas
Power and Light Co. equip-
ment truck pulled into the
parking lot and the driver ap-
nDeared to be taking down
license plate number of the
farmers' trucks. The utility
company truck sped off wrhen a
supporter stepped outside to
question the driver.

Criticized Stan
Denton said TP&L Waco dis-

trict manager John Davis held
a press conference shortly
before the May 8 primiary and
criticized' Denton's stand on
utility rates. Dentont claims
utility rates are excessive.

In March Denton testified
before the Texas Public
Utilities Commission to testify
against a $11-8 million rate hike
request by TP&L The comn-
mission granted TP&L only a
$40.6 million increase.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K STREET N.W
WASHINCTON,.C. 20463

4fOis June 1, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Lane Denton
P.O. Box 3204
Waco, TX 76707

Dear Mr. Denton:

ell% We have received your letter of May 30, 1978,
inquiring into the possibility of a violation of

cc the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended.

r As set forth in 2 U.S.C. section 437g(a) (1),
the Commission is not empowered to take action unless
complaints are signed, sworn and notarized by the
complainant. Under Section 111.2 of the Commission's
regulations, it is also required that a complaint
contain: (1) The full name, address and telephone
number of the complainant; (2) a clear and concise
statement of the acts which are alleged to constitute
a violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act of
1971; (3) any documentation of allegations of the
complaint available to the complainant; and (4) an
assertion that the person complaining, if not a
candidate, is not filing the complaint on behalf of
or at the request of a candidate, unless such is the
fact, in which case it shall be set forth.

In the interests of complying with the above
procedures, a copy of the Federal Election Campaign
Act of 1971, as amended, and a copy of the Commission's
regulations are enclosed with this letter. I hope
that an examination of these materials will answer
most of your questions and will enable you to be
specific in any assertions or allegations you might
make, in the event you wish to file a complaint
with the Commission.

1", 6,9710
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Please feel free to contact me if you have any
further questions.

Sincey

7William .Oldaker

General Counsel



INDEPENDENT
DEMOCRAT

* U.S. CONGRESS
dhton P.O. BOX 3204

WACO, TEXAS 76707
A GO D H NESTMAN (817) 799-6311

May 24, 1978

Mr. Robert Campbell
Texas Power and Light Company

N Dallas, Texas

-ear Sir:

~ '~xasPower nd Light Company's position in opposition to m
ca~ndidacy for Congress, 11th District of Texas, is well 'known.
Ihave welcomed your opposition because it has shown your corn-

Spany's true disregard for the rights of the individuals who you
_proclaim to serve and has served to emphasize what I have been

saying since 1971--that TP&L seeks to further its own interest
Sfirst, last, and always at the expense of all others.

07 While I have always welcomed an opportunity to expose the highly
N questionable and often illegal dealings of TP&L, I am truly shocked

that your company has gone as far as it has in this election. I am
speaking particularly of the studied and deliberate attempts of
TP&L 'to coerce and intimidate some of the individuals who are volun-
teering their time and effort on my behalf.

The fact that you have chosen to have your employees spy on my cam-
paign workers and to have your employees attempt to apply economic
reprisals on them staggers the most active imaginations as to the
lengths to which you and your company will qo in opposition to my-
candidacy. I refer specifically to the May 19, 1978, news story
published in the Temple Daily Teleqram which is also included. It
has also been reported that oralers were given by the Waco office of
TP&L to take down Lane Denton campaign posters. Businessmen in
Temple have been approached by top executives of TP&L during business
hours requesting their support for my opponent and cenerallv intimi-
dating these individuals.

TOUGH ENOUGH TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
Pobtica Aert isiN pair, for b Friends o!Larie eor, fnor Congress Comm.mnee PC 6--y 32C04 Vaz I 0exas 7(377,(817,7c-1.2 I~ On e Kredy.CarnpaigrCharrnan A pcoM fthisrepor is &c
*Mi true Federal Eieclicw Commission anc is a.:a abie for purchase f'or-n the F--'a - Cw-ts, -y- ,SiroTon Dc
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Mr. *Robert Campbell
May 24, 1978
Page 2

Since these activities are in violation of the Federal Campaign,~
Practices Act, 'which prohibits the use of corporate funds in '

political campaigns, I am forwarding a copy of this letter to th~
Federal Election Commission.

(S ncerely,~

VLane Denton

~.LD/dh

En~closure

cc: Federal Election Commission



a -.9 0

:yFriday, ay19

TEMW..LE. DAILY TELEGR.

Denton. Ses Farm L
In rnlple'ACampaign

Congressional candidate -vote. will face Marvin Leath of Texas

Lane Denton of Waco met Marlin in the Democratic Associa
Thursday in Temple with 31 runoff. Leath finished with The fi

farm leaders from several about 30 percent of the vote in represe

counties in the 11th the May 8primary. paign v

Congressional District to dis- The farmers. who reportedly tees to
cu&s agriculture issues for the dicse campaigD strategy in the

approaching primary runoff with Denton at the Oak Lodge again i

election on June 3 . Moecmefo %el. Dn

"Agriculture plays a key role Coryel, cam Sanm SBal, Powet

in the 11th District," 1l;nton oylMamSnSba PWT

said. "After thtr election I will McClennen and Falls arnd other Menit

request to be placed on the counties. parkint

Hou:% grcltr Committee. Farm OrganizafionS ieare(

It griculbetuor uiy Denton said the farmers lies

%4(11k for the~ peopie (;, this' dis- %kpr irnbens of the T.-xas faiet

trict." Farm Bureau, the Texas con11f)

Iknton, who led the primary Farmers Union. the American suppor

with about 40 percent of the Agricul1ture Mov.ement and the (juestio

Dent
trict n
a pre
before
critici;
utility
utility

In
be for
Utilitit
agains
reque
iii

W4.6 r

MAYZ5P

AMI-J

eaders.,
Swing
heep aiid Goat Raisers
tion.
ormer three-term state
ntative said his cam-
as organizing commit-
urge Denton supporters
Mlay 8 primary to vote

the June3 runoff.
ig the mneeting, a Texas
aid Light Co. equip-

truck pulled into the
lot and the driver ap-
Ito be taking- down
plate number of the

-s' trucks. The utility
ny truck sped of f when a
ter stepped outside to
in the driver.
(C riticized Stand

on said TP&L Waco dis-
innager John Davis held
ss conference shortly
the May 8 primary and

zed' Denton's stand on
rates. Denton claims

rates are excessive.
tlarch Denton testified
e the Texas Public
?s Commission to testify
ta $118 million rate hike

;t by TP&L The com-
in granted TP&L only a
nillion increase.

.4



?78 MAY 2 ": 7,,3'*zq

Federal Election commission

1325 K Street, N. W.

DWIIt Washington, D.C. 20463

INDEPE~bENT DEMOCRAT - U.S. CONGRESS
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TEXAS POWER & LIGHT.CQUY95
1511 Bryan Street 0 P.O. Box 226331 0 iA~Was,"F'xas 75266

R. K. CAMPBELL
PRESIDENT

AND
CHIEF E)(LCUTIVE

May 25, 1978

REGISTERED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT_,REQUESTED

Mr. ane nton
P. OBo 3204
aco, xas 76707

Cr Dear Mr. Denton:

(-I I received by registered mail this morning your latest
_ attack upon Texas Power & Light Company and its employees, and

while I have in the past restrained myself from responding to
your repeated and unfounded charges, I simply cannot in good
conscience allow this letter to go unchallenged.

You are wrong, Mr. Denton, on all charges.

We have not coerced or intimidated anyone working in
your behalf, and in fact we do not even know who they are.

We have not spied on your campaign workers, and we
have not attempted to apply economic reprisals against them.

The only campaign posters any of our employees have
ever removed are those of all candidates who attach them to
our power poles, which is a violation of the State Law and the
presence on which is a serious safety hazard to linemen who must
climb these poles.

In fact, letters are sent to all candidates for all
offices in your area as they are announced, telling them why
such signs must be removed from our poles, in compliance with
law. Those are the only "orders" issued by the Waco office or
any other of our offices.
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Our officials and our employees are carefully informed
of the law and of Company policy which prohibits them from
carrying on any kind of partisan political activity during their
business hours. I am confident that they have abided by this
law.

If you have any evidence of any violations on the part
of the Company or of its employees, I challenge you to have the
personal decency to present this evidence to me, so that I can
determine its validity and take any steps necessary to see that
we comply with the law.

All that I have at this time is your letter, making
your charges. The fact that this letter was released to the
press the day before it reached me would, I believe, appear to
any prudent person to indicate that you are more interested in
the publicity the charges will gain you than you are in corn-
municating them to me.

Let me say further, Mr. Denton, that the verbage of
your letter to me is an outright insult to the integrity of
Texas Power & Light Company and of its 3,600 employees. You
carelessly cast about such statements as "the Company's true
disregard for the rights of individuals" and your "opportunity
to expose the highly questionable and often illegal dealings
of TP&L" as if they were truth, when in fact they are nothing
more than your own self-serving campaign rhetoric. This, sir,
is at best a complete lack of knowledge and understanding of
this Company, its people and its 66 years of public service....
and at worst, sheer gutter politics.

You have every right to your own opinions, Mr. Denton.
But neither you nor anyone else has the right to make vicious,
unsubstantiated attacks, without being challenged to prove
your charges.

Sincerely,

RKCampbel 1/dp
cc: Federal Election Commission
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