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The above-described material was removed from this
file pursuant to the following exemption provided in the
Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. Section 552(b):

{l) Classified Information (6) Perscnal privacy

(2) Internal rules and {(7) Investigator
practices files '

(1) Exempted by other (8) Banking
statuta Information

(4) Trade secrets and : (9) Well Information
commercial or (geographic or
financial information geophysical)

&E (5) Internal Documents
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of )

) MUR 610 (78)
Texas Power and Light Company )

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal
Election Commission, do hereby certify that on September 11,
1978, the Commission approved by a vote of 6-0 the recom-
mendation the General Counsel to close the file in the

above-captioned matter.

ATTRST-
v i 0
vy /7

%Z;zﬁ M.— L{/)r’ >
Date g/f Marjorie W. Emmons

ecretary to the Commission
General Counsel's Report dated: 8-30-78
Report Signed: 9- 6-78

Received in Office of Commission Secretary: 9- 7-78, 11:19
Circulated on 48 hour vote basis 9- 7-78, 4-00
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
AUGUST 30, 1978

In the Matter of )

) MUR 610
Texas Power andLight Company )

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

On July 24, 1978, the General Counsel forwarded a letter to
the complainant in this matter, Lane Denton, informing him that
the complaint which he filed with the Commission on May 26, 1978,
was not properly sworn to and notarized.

As of ARugust 29, 1978, the Commission has not received an
amended formal complaint from Mr. Denton. Accordingly, the

General Counsel recommends that the files on this matter be closed.

Recommendation

Close the file.

9 Je i Dk ftid)

/ Date William C. Oldaker
General Counsel
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1525 K STREET MW
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20461

July 24, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Lane Denton
P.0O. Box 3204
Waco, Texas 76707

Re: MUR 610
Dear Mr. Dentown:

We have received your letter of May 26, 1978,
inquiring into the possibility of a viclation of the
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended.

As set forth in my letter of June 1, 1978, the
Commission is not empowered to take action unless
complaints are signed, sworn and notarized by the
complainant. Although your letter of complaint is
accompanied by four notarized affidavits, it is not
sworn and notarized by you and therefore fails to meet
the requirement as set forth in 2 U.S5.C. section 437g(a)

(1).

In addition, a preliminary review of this matter by
my staff has indicated that the facts sworn to in the
affidavits are incomplete and sketchy and thereby provide
minimal basis for the Commission to believe that a violation
of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended
has been committed.

Should additional information come to your attention
which you believe establishes a violation of the Act, or
if you have any gquestions, ple ntact Duane A. Brown

of my staff, at (202) 523-4000.
Singerely, /; }

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel




31178 174

L T

A e et o st g0
@l 1 have the article above,

;\m- DMIII"M Aythorized agent
N =N
;
£

LIAT a0 “(10E memy

H-ﬁ-’i‘i‘-—m TO e
e SN
L. The following service is requested | check one) .
Show to whom and date defivered. ., ... .., pR

hu-i-&.nﬂ-ﬂn-dﬂm _._.l
RESTRICTED DELIVERY

Show 10 whom and date delivered . .. .. ._...’

hu“hﬂﬁ-dﬂm .
(CONSULT POSTMASTER FOR FEES)

ARTHCLE by
e f T
uace, Teres

76707

8 DERCRIFTION:
REQISTIRED MO, mnnl INBURED MO.




4 4

£

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1125 K STREET NW
WASHINGTON DC. 20461

July 13, 1978

MEMORANDUM T0: CHARLES STEELE

MARJORIE W. EMMONS

SUBJECT: MUR 6110 - First General Counsel's Report dated 7-12-78

Received in Office of Coomission Secretary
7-13-78, 10:19

The above-mentioned document was circulated on a 48 hour

vote basis on July 13, 1978 at 12:15.

Commissioner Harris submitted an ohjection at 2:37, this

date, thereby placing MUR 61) on the Executive Session Agenda

for Wednesday, July 19, 1978.

A copy of Commissioner Harris' vote sheet is attached.

ATTACHMENT :
Vote Sheet

cc:

Commissioner Harris
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

P30S b STREET AN
VeaskINCTON DU 2046)

Date and Time Transmitted:/.) 34 July "I, 197E

Commissioner \7(5; 2945

RETURN TO OFFICE OF COMMISSION SECRETARY 8Y: /J'2,  vULY i7, 1978

MUR No. 610 - First fGeneral Counse!'s Report dated 7-12-78

( ) I approve the reccmmendation

EVJ” [ object to the recommendation

comENTs: Do 2 Mol W 10, cnple A
g -7 .
gy v - ‘ . - s .
L~ }'L‘\-*F oo LEE f'h\_' ci. R . A ) r_ h_{; . Ouitins ._.Il-—h# ;
'y -r_ m , u'il \ - ‘Il
n'f'\-‘"r":-ﬂ-"\:‘ g A= e i M -'-'."‘--'\.,k.;_{ f J
v

I S N % an
pate: & 1L Signature: (\TvrAg ¢ TREDAAL

THE OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL WILL TAKE NO ACTION [N THIS MATTER
UNTIL THE APPROVAL OF FOUR COMMISSIONERS IS RECEIVED. PLEASE
RETURN ALL PAPERS NG LATER THAN THE DATE AND TIME SHOWN ABOVE ~D
THE OFFICE CF COMMISSION SECRETARY. ONME DBJECTION PLACES THE ITZM
DN THE EXECUTIVE SESSITN AGENDA, .

' .l?'
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ERAL ELECTION COMMISSI
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

FIRST GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

DATE AND TIME OF TRANSMITTAL MUR NO, 610

BY OGC TO THE COMMISSION JuL 12 1978 DATE COMPLAINT RECEIVED
BY OGC
STAFF

MEMBER Duane Brown

COMPLAINANT'S NAME: Lane Denton

RESPONDENT'S NAME: fTexas Power and Light Company

——

RELEVANT STATUTE: 11 CFR §114

—

"
£§TEHN&L REPORTS CHECKED: None

EEDERAL AGENCIES CHECKED: None

SUMMARY OF ALLEGATIONS

In a notarized cumplalnt dated May 26, 1978, complainant alleges
that the respondent has engaged in illegal campaign activity. The com-
rplainant alleges that respondent's employees were directed to remove all
campaign posters from utility poles except for those belonging to the
complainant's primary opponent. Complainant cites 11 CFR §l14 as the

basis for this complaint.

PRELIMINARY LEGAL ANALYSIS

The complainant cites 11 CFR §114 as the basis for his complaint,
but this section primarily pertains to procedures by which corporate and
labor organization activity are regulated. This section does not address
the nature of the allegations stated in the complaint. We believe that
the allegations complained of, if true, may be an in-kind contribution
from a corporation and therefore in violation of 2 U.S5.C. §441b.

RECOMMENDATION

Find reason to believe that the Texas Power and Light Company
violated 2 U.S.C. §441b and send attached letter.
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’ May 26, 1976'13 Jui 5 PN 1392

i Bradley Litchfield, Esquire
! Federal Electionas Commission
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Litchfield:

I would like to file a complaint with and request
2 an investigation by the Federal Elections Commission in regards
to viclations of Part 114 of the Commission's regulations by
the Texas Power & Light Company (T.P. & L.). I have attached
four notarized statements which relate three types of campaign
activity by T.P. & L. employces. It appears that these activi-
ties were either directly conducted by management level personnel

L3 or performed pursuant to orders from management level personnel.
It alsc appears that corporate vehicles were used to conduct
b3 these activities.
- While I have always been a strong advocate of full
individual participation of citizens in politics, having authored
c several laws in Texas that encourage such participation, Congress
has rightly determined that the type of corporate involvement
o we have here works to stifle meaningful activity by citizens in
political campaigns. I am ready toc extend the Commission every
o possible assistance in its investigation of this matter.
| vy 1 appreciate your cooperation.
incerely,
c [.
o3 lj E-‘L‘IH\.A “UZE T‘l Ei‘.{".
Lane Denton
r

Candidate for U.5. Congress

P.0O. Box 3204
Waco, Texas
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CITY OF TEMPLE @

BELL COUNTY i

AFFIDAVIT

Tom Curb, being first duly sworn, deposes on cath
and says that:

1. My pame is Towm Curb and I am campaign coordina-
tor for Bell County of Lane Denton's Congressional campaign.

2. I am familiar with the situation regarding
the posting of campaign posters on utility poles in this county.
During the primary cmpn.ignl. I was advised that some intereated
citizens had made a complaint to the City Attorney's office as
to the great number of Marvin Leath campaign posters on utility
poles in the City of Temple. It is my understanding that the
poeting of campaign material on utility poles is a violation
of a city ordinance here.

3. A representative of the City Attorney's office
subsequently advised that Leath campaign headquarters replied
to the complaint by stating that the posters had been stolen
from the headquarters and then put up on the utility poles by
the thief. This ridiculous story was a court house joke here
for some time.

4. 1 noticed in yesterday's newspaper that a TP & L
spokesman is claiming that his employees were instructed to
remove posters of all candidates from utility poles. 1If this
is true, 1 can't understand how so many Leath posters could have
stayed up on so many utility poles for so long. The City of

Temple was literally plastered with them.
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5. I have repeatedly instructed all our campaign
workers to post no campalgn material om utility poles. During
the several months of this campaign, I know of thres Denton
posters that were put up on utility poles by mistake. They
were removed by us almost immediately. On the other hand,

Leath posters have appeared throughout the county on utility

poles and remain for long periods of time.

€. I believe the foregoing to be true and correct,

. ot [iloit ot Cut-)

Tom Curb
Subscribed and sworn to before me, this L § day

%ﬁufﬂ @ Likecr
mta%@ublic
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During a conversation with my uncle, Wilbur Seay, the weekend prior to the
May 5 election, he told me of the conversation he had with a Texas Power

& Light service representative. This representative jokingly talked of the
Denton posters in the back of his truck. He said his superiors instructed
them to remove all Lane Denton posters from TPAL power poles and leave all
other candidate posters intact. They also were instructed to remove any
Denton posters along roadways. My uncle actually saw the above mentioned
posters in the TPAL vehicle.

2

)

COUNTY OF BELL

o STATE OF TEXAS® °°
-

Sworn to and subscribed before me on the 23rd day of May, 1978,

:/Allen, Notary Public, Bell Co., Tcxas
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May 24, 1978

Dear Mr. Denton;

I, es a Temple businessman, would like to pass on & situation that
I was not pleased with at all, concerning Temple Power & Light
Executives.

While I wes visiting with o fellow businessman in Temple, a Texas
Power and Light executive, who I know (no nome will be used) well,
told us both that we should get nut to vote in the run off. I
then asked this TPIL representative whn should we vote For in the
run off. He proceeded tn tall me abnut the food thinns that
Marvin Leath stend for and I, with nreat purpnse, let him run nff
with plenty nf rope to himself, I then told him that I wns nnt
going to vote for Lesth due tn the farct that TPLL would ne n rote
increose if we voted for Mr. Lonth. This TPAL representative
anuldn't get out of the office snom enpupgh to suit himself and

I feel that it is @ dern shaome thnt the TPAL rxecutives are nut
working for a man thaot will support a substantial inerense for
Texas Power and Light.

Under no circumstances, is my nome to enter into any campalgn
literature, Thank-you.

Sincerely,

St

Stave Latar

-

gﬂ-u-rl—-—-
S5L/1s
Before me this day personally appeared the applicant whose

signature agpear above who by me being duly sworn upon oath

says that the statements set forth above are truec and correct.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 24th day of May 1978,

e
A{g_"&%«.ﬁw ) Bell Texas
otary Jublic County
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0n Thursdav. v 13, 1978, while attendina an oraanizatinnal meetina of
farmers for Li-e Denton, I DbSETved a Texas "ower and Licht service
truck pull i-+- the entrance drive of the Nak Lodve *otel, where the
meeting was teinn held.

Another indiv¢:sal in attendance and I discussed the lenath of time

the truck was staving in the drive, which was a matter of a frw minutes,
fn at least .= other occasions TPL trucks had pulled thrauah .the drive
frorting the ~ctel, but thev had only hesitated momentarilv.

The driver arceared to be making notations durina the time of his stav,
and ~.20n an :rserver went outside, the truck backed into the [V 35 service
road 124 spa: ~rrth.  The observer returned shortly with the truck's
Vicanss nu~~er on a scrap of paper and remarked that he felt the driver
Wyt ¢+ smq pati=: license numbers of trucks and cars parked in front of

an' 17-nq t=e srive of the rotel.

vi-a yi% g%av, the driver did not leave his truck or arpear to carry
+ v, f =22e2q of inspection of electrical enuipment in the area, and
: --.++_s pccasions, drivers had driven up to the front of the
. ~sgieated while lookinag inside. and driven aff, The previous
(- s, .ees gqinue in that the trucks did not use the Il 35 service
v *a, want by, but instead used the path in front of the matel

Mo TiLoman Cord
* “s rive | and svorn to before me, this 26th day of May, 1978.

7¢er4. PRy TS B -

Mary d.allen, Rotary Public,
Bell County, Texas.
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TEMPLE DAILY TELEGRAM

Denton Sees Farm Leaders
In Temple Campaign Swing

Congressional candidate
Lane Denton of Waco met
Thursday in Temple with 31
farm leaders from several
counties in the l1lth
Comgressional [wanc: o s
ows apTiculiune ssees for th
approaching primar runiodi
election on Jurme 3

“AFTICIITUNE flads o mes rok
i the 1th Desoicr” [e-pion
sabd, Afer the clection 1 wall
request to be plave on e
Howse Apriculiure Cominutiee
IUs the best opperianity in
work for the peopie of this dis:

et
Demton, who led the primiary
with about 40 pervent of the

vole, will face Marnan Leath of
Marlin in the Demuocranc
runoflf, Leath fimished with
about 30 percent of the vote in
the Mav B prinmiar

The Larners. who reporteds
drerwspd CanysIET Siralem
with Denton ot the Oak Laadpe
Motel, came lrom Bell
Corvell, Milam. San Saha.
MeClennen and Falls and vther
Louniies,

Furm Qrowni zalivns

Denton said the farnwers
were miembers of the Texas
Farm Burcau, the Texas
Farmiers Lnon, the Amnerican
Agmicaliyre Movensnt and the

Texas Shevp and Caal Haswems
Aeariation

Tiw [ormer thrvesterm state
representative sud his cam
FEnIET W AS srvarusing cornmit-
D U e [ antor sujgariers
w the Moy B prvtean e vole
apunm e Juie 3 rusnl]

unng the restmg, a Tevas
Fuwer and Lot o equige
mwent truck polled mte e
prarsang bt aaned e ST ap
peafed to e taking down
lLiense plate nwreder of e
farmers’ trucks  This uiihity
wrstepentis riack sjmal of! whan a
supaaiter stepied outside 1o
gpue—stiin the dnaer

O ratichard Sand

Denton said THEL Warn dis-
tnict manager John Mavis heid
& press conlerence shortly
a-fore the May E primary and
enncized Demon's stand on
gty rates lTenton clams
WL Fabis ol eagessive,

In March [wston testilied
before the Tesas Public
L'nbities Conmession to testily
apainst 8 511+ mullion rate hike
request by THAL Tis com-
muesion pranted TI&L only &
$50.6 mrullon inTease
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1525 K STREET MW
WASHING TON DC. 20463 I

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Texas Power and Light Company
P. 0. Box 29 :
Waco, Texas 76703

RE: MUR 610

Dear Sir or Madam:

The Federal Election Commission has received a complaint
which alleges that the Texas Power and Light Company committed
certain violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971,
as amended ("the Act"). A copy of the complaint is enclosed.
We have numbered this matter MUR 610. The Commission has reason
to believe that the matters alleged in the complaint state a
violation of 2 U.5.C. §44l1b. Specifically, it appears that
your Company directed its employees to remove all campaign
posters from utility poles except for those belonging to com=-
plainant's primary opponent, Marvin Leath. These actions by
Company employees may be considered in-kind contributions by
the Company to Mr. Leath as defined in 2 U.S5.C. §44la(a) (7).

Under the Act, you have an opportunity to demonstrate
that no action should be taken against you. Please submit
any factual or legal materials which you believe are relevant
to the Commission's analysis of this matter. Where appropriate,
statements should be submitted under oath.

The Commission is under a duty to investigate this matter
expeditiously. Therefore, your response should be submitted
within ten days after your receipt of this notification.

If you have any questions, please contact Duane Brown,
the attorney assigned to this matter, at (202) 523=4000.

This matter shall remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.5.C. §437g(a) (3) (B) unless you notify the Commission in
writing that you wish the investigation to be made public




.,

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please have such counsel so notify us in writing.

Sincerely,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET MW
WASHINGTON,D.C, 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Lane Denton
P. O. Box 3204
Waco, Texas 76707

RE: MUR 610
Dear Mr. Denton:

The Federal Election Commission has completed a
preliminary review of your complaint and has numbered
it as MUR 610. Please refer to this number in any
further correspondence.

A copy of your complaint has been forwarded to the
respondents. If you have any further information you wish
to make available to the Commission, please submit it within
five days of your receipt of this letter.

The Commission's enforcement procedures are set forth in
2 U.5.C. §437g. Please note that 2 U.5.C. §437g(a) (3) (B) pro-
hibits any person from making public the fact of "any notifica-
tion or investigation" by the Commission without the written
consent of the respondent.

Pursuant to 2 U.S5.C. §437g(a) (3) (A), the Commission will
also review all reports and statements in its files concerning
your campaign.

If you have any guestions, please call Duane Brown, the
attorney assigned to this matter, at (202) 523-4000.

Sincerely,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 k STREET NW
WASHING TON.DC. Mk

June 7, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Lane Denton
P.O. Box 3204
Waco. TX. 76707

Dear Mr. Denton:

This is to acknowledge receipt of your complaint
of June 6, 1978, alleging violations of the Federal
Election Campaign Laws. A staff member has been
assigned to analyze your allegations and a recommenda-
tion to the Federal Election Commission as to how
this matter should be handled will be made shortly.
You will be notified as soon as the Commission
determines what action should be taken. For your
information, we have attached a brief description
of the Commission's preliminary procedures for the
handling of complaints.

%ﬂﬁ:ﬁum Lt
‘//

William C.,/0l8aker
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may 26, 1978’13 JUN O FH 11492

Bradley Litchfield, Esquire
Federal Elections Commission
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Litchfield:

I would like to file a complaint with and request
an investigation by the Federal Elections Commission in regards
to violations of Part 114 of the Commission's regqulations by
the Texas Power & Light Company (T.P. & L.). I have attached
four notarized statements which relate three types of campaign
activity by T.P. & L. employees. It appears that these activi-
ties were either directly conducted by management level personnel
or performed pursuant to orders from management level perscnnel.
It also appears that corporate vehicles were used to conduct
these activities.

While I have always been a strong advocate of full
individual participation of citizens in polities, having authored
several laws in Texas that encourage such participation, Congress
has rightly determined that the type of corporate involvement
we have here works to stifle meaningful activity by citizens in
political campaigns. I am ready to extend the Commission every
possible assistance in its investigation of this matter.

I appreciate your cooperation.
P
' §incerely,

ﬂ‘;
¥ 7"
f
[ L. 4 k !'f_.l il 4
| Wt e WL

Lane Denton
Candidate for U.S5. Congress

P.O. Box 31204
Waco, Texas
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CITY OF TEMPFLE
55.

BELL COQUNTY

_AFFIDAVIT

Tom Curb, being first duly sworn, deposes on cath
and says that:

1. My name is Tom Curb and I am campaign coordina-
tor for Bell County of Lane Denton's Congressional campaign.

2., I am familiar with the situation regarding
the posting of campaign posters on utility poles in this county.
During the primary campaign, I was advised that some interested
citizens had made a complaint to the City Attorney's office as
to the great number of Marvin Leath campaign posters on utility
poles in the City of Temple. It is my understanding that the
posting of campaign material on utility poles is a vioclation
of a city ordinance here.

3. A representative of the City Attorney's office
subsequently advised that Leath campaign headgquarters replied
to the complaint by stating that the posters had been stolen
from the headquarters and then put up on the utility poles by
the thief. This ridiculous story was a court house joke here
for some time.

4. I noticed in yesterday's newspaper that a TP & L
spokesman is claiming that his employees were instructed to
remove posters of all candidates from utility poles. 1If this
is true, I can't understand how so many Leath posters could have
stayed up on so many utility poles for so long. The City of

Temple was literally plastered with them.
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5. I have repeatedly instructed all our campaign
workers to post no campaign material on utility poles. During
the several months of this campaign, I know of three Denton
posters that were put up on utility poles by mistake. They
were removed by us almost immediately. On the other hand,
Leath posters have appeared throughout the county on utility

poles and remain for long periods of time.

6. I believe the foregoing to be true and correct.

Tior Lent (Host Thouts Cosd-)

Tom Curb

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this .2 é day

of May, 1978.

Notary, lie



During a conversation with my uncle, Wilbur Seay, the weekend prior to the
May 5 election, he told me of the conversation he had with a Texas Power

& Light service representative. This representative jokingly talked of the
Denton posters in the back of his truck. He said his superiors instructed
them to remove all Lane Denton posters from TPAL power poles and leave all
other candidate posters intact. They also were instructed to remove any
Denton posters along roadways. My uncle actually saw the above mentioned

Tl W%//” s

hdard Horsak

COUNTY OF BELL

STATE OF TEXAS® °°

Sworn to and subscribed before me on the 23rd day of May, 1978,

- .,
Seal Mary &.’Fﬁllm. Notary Public, Bell Co., Texas
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May 24, 1973

Dezr Mr. Denton;

1, as 2 Tenple businessman, would like to pass on a situation thet
1 was not pleased with at all, concerning Temple Fower & Light

Expcutives.

While I wes visitinpg with a fellow businessman in Temple, a Texas
Power and Linht executive, who I krow (no nome will be used) well,
told us Soth that we should get cot to wote im the run ofFf, 1
then asted this TPIL representative who should we vote For in the
run off. He proceeded to tell me abnut the nned things that
Varvin Lesth stond Mnr snd I, witk nrest purpnse, led him run nff
with nienty af rone tn hims2lf, T then told him that 1 was nnot
goinm oo vrrts far Leatlh: dus tn the Fact thot TPLEL would ne a rote
incroase iF we voted For lMr. Leatk, This TPAL reoresentative
@rulrn't get out f the nffice soor ennugh to suit himself and

1 fee?! {52t it is ¢ dern shamz thoat the TPLL exenutives =re nut
pnreing far o man $hat will support o ouhstential increase for
Texus Fower unn Light.

UnZer no circumstances, ig my npma tn anler ints pry gaepeiss

literature, Thankeynu.

L e

d B PR —
Giave U%{;;zﬁi

L/ 1n

Before me this day personally appeared the applicant whose
signature aﬁpaar above who by me being duly sworn upon oath

says that the statements set forth above are true and correct.
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 24th day of May 1978.
L y 1 Bell Texas

otary ¥u c LCounty
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On Thursday, May 18, 1978, while attending an oraganizational meeting of
farmers for Lane Denton, | observed a Texas "ower and Light service
truck pull into the entrance drive of the Dak Lodge Motel, where the
meeting was beino held.

Another individual ia attendance and 1 discussed the lenath of time

the truck was staying in the drive, which was a matter of a few minutes.
On at least two other occasions TPL trucks had pulled through the drive
fronting the motel, but they had only hesitated momentarily,

The driver appeared to be making notations durina the time of his stay,
and when an observer went outside, the truck backed into the IH 35 service
road and sped north. The observer returned shortly with the truck's
license number on a scrap of paper and remarked that he felt the driver
had been noting license numbers of trucks and cars parked in front of

and along the drive of the motel.

During his stay, the driver did not leave his truck or appear to carry
out any function of inspection of electrical equipment in the area, and
on the previous occasions, drivers had driven up to the front of the
buildina, hesitated while looking inside, and driven off. The previous
instances were unique in that the trucks did not use the IH 35 service
road as they went by, but instead used the path in front of the motel
Tobby.

Mol Thoman Coand
Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 26th day of May, 1978.

Mary &./Allen, Botary Public,
Seal Bell County, Texas.
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Denton Sees Farm Leaders

In Temple Campaign Swing

Copgpressional candidate
Lane Dwnton of Waco met
Thursdax in Temple wuth 31
farm leaders Irom several
counties in The 11th
Cemgresmional Menict 1o dis
T .q_"fl{'uhul'l- mEues for tha
approaching primars  runoff
election on June 3

“Agmiculture plays o ke role
i, the 1ith Dwaner,” Deenton
sud After the clection 1 will
request o e pliced on the
Hinse Agriculture Commitiee,
It's the best oppuriunily (o
work for the people of (s dis.
triel.”

Dwmton, who led the primary
with Aot 40 percem of the

vole, will face Maran Leath of
Marlin in the Democratic
runoff. Leath finished with
aboyt 30 percent of the vote in
the May B primary

The farmers. who reported]s
disrussed campsipm SIrAtegy
with Denton & the Oak Lodpe
Motel, came from Bell,
Corvell, Milam, San Saba,
McClennen and Falls and other
CUUTNE IS,

Farm Orguni mations

Denton said the larmers
were members of the Texas
Farm Bureau, the Texas
Farmers Union, the Amencan
Arrirulture Movensent and the

Texas Sheep and Goat Raisers
AsSsOCIaTion

The lormer three-lerm state
representative said his cam:
paign was organiang commil
tees to urge Denton supporters
in the May B primary 1o vole
again in the June 3 runafi.

During the merung, a Texas
FPower and Ligh Co  eguip
men! truck pulled inlo the
parking lot and the driver ap-
peared 1o be taking down
license plate number of the
farmers’ trucks. The utility
company truck sped off when a
supporier siepped owtside 1o
question the driver

Criticinnd Stand

Denton said TPEL Waco dis
trict manager Jotwn Davis held
a press conference shorily
before the May § primary and
cnncized Denton’s stand on
wility rates. Denton claims
utility rates are excessive.

In March Demon testified
before the Texas Public
Urilities Commission 10 testily
against a $118 million rate hike
request by TP&L. The com-
mission granted TP&L only &
H0.6 million increase.



LANE DENTON

F.O. EEI'I 3204
wACO, JEXAS 74707
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1125 Kk STREET NW
WASHINGTON . DC. 20463

June 1, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Lane Denton
P.O. Box 3204
Waco, TX 76707

Dear Mr. Denton:

We have received your letter of May 30, 1978,
ingquiring into the possibility of a wviolation of
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended.

As set forth in 2 U.S.C. section 437g(a) (1),
the Commission is not empowered to take action unless
complaints are signed, sworn and notarized by the
complainant. Under Section 111.2 of the Commission's
regulations, it is also required that a complaint
contain: (1) The full name, address and telephone
number of the complainant; (2) a clear and concise
statement of the acts which are alleged to constitute
a violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act of
1971; (3) any documentation of allegations of the
complaint available to the complainant; and (4) an
assertion that the person complaining, if not a
candidate, is not filing the complaint on behalf of
or at the request of a candidate, unless such is the
fact, in which case it shall be set forth.

In the interests of complying with the above
procedures, a copy of the Federal Election Campaign
Act of 1971, as amended, and a copy of the Commission's
regulations are enclosed with this letter. I hope
that an examination of these materials will answer
most of your questions and will enable you to be
specific in any assertions or allegations you might
make, in the event you wish to file a complaint
with the Commission.
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Please feel free to contact me if you have any

further questions.
Sincegely,
ML

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel
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A GOOD HONEST MAN  [ehvratiy

May 24, 1978 &o‘.’m
DLILLL

Mr. Robert Campbell

Texas Power and Light Company
™  Dallas, Texas
? "
= lear 5ir:
e~ Texas Power and Light Company's position in opposition to my
randidacy for Congress, 1lth District of Texas, is well known.
“ 1 have welcomed your opposition because it has shown your com-
- peny ‘s true disrecard for the rights of the individuals who vou
proclaim to serve and has served to emphasize what I have teen
~ saying since 1971--that TP&L seeks to further its own interest
— first., last, and always at the expense of all others,
& While I have alwavs welcomed an opportunity to expose the highly
-~ guest ionable and often illegal dealings of TP&L, I am truly shocked

that your company has gone as far as it has in this election. I am
speaking particularly of the studied and delihberate attempts of
TP&L to coerce anc intimidate some of the individuals who are volun-
teering their time and effort on my behalf.

The fact that vou have chosen to have your emplovees spy on my cam-
paign workers and to have your emplovees attempt to apply economic
reprisals on them staggers the most active imaginations as to the
lengths to which you and your company will qo in opposition to my

candidacy. 1 refer specifically to the May 19, 1978, news story
published in the Temple Daily Teleoram which ieg alse included. It
has alsp been reported that orcders were given btv the Waco office of
TP&L to take cown Lane Denton campaign posters. Businessmen in
Temple have teen approached bv top executives of TPLL durinag business

houre recuesting their support for mv opponent and cenerally intimi-

ating these individuals,

TOUGH ENOUGH TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

AL WESE TELE L W1t Dmg sk Mprsaty Ca=ompr Tharoman & oy o el ip20 o Vel

l'ﬂ'-.lnd-"au"qm r B Fraengdy of Laow Derron e Congiesd Commhes PSR
=T e Faaers Eecbor i.l""".- A EEE iN @ AT M pr s Pane 1o ne T . Fias Do oanor Wan® -_-r-' {..‘ --"""'.,.
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Mr. Robert Campbell

May 24, 1978

Page 2 \
\

Since these activities are in wviolation nf the Federal CampaEin
Practices Act, which prohibits the use nf corporate funds in '
political campaigns, 1 am forwarding a copy of this letter to thq

Federal Election Commission,

Sincerely,

. i

Lane Denton

LD/dh

T | 7

Enclosure

cc: Federal Election Commission
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TEMPLE DAILY TELEGRAM
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In Temple Campalgn Swmg
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Congressional ﬂndld:lt
Lane Denton of Wace met
Thursday in Temple with 31
farm leaders from several
counties in the 11lth
Congresaional Dwrct 1o dis-
cusd agrhculture Esues for the
approavhing primary runofl
election on Jume 3,

= Apriculiure plass a kev role
in ine 1ith Dastract,” Deaton
sabd. " Aller The ekection [ will
reques! o be plwoed on the
Hoase Aprieulture Committee.
Tr's th hest ouportumity to
wiik bon the penple of 1S dis-
et

Dwrton, who led the primar;

with abuout 40 percent aof the

vote, will face Marvin uiﬂl'ul
Marlin in the Democratic
runoff. Leaih finished with
about 30 percent of the voie in
the May B primary

The farmers, wha 1 epor edly
discussed Campuign sralegy
with Denton at the Mk Lodge
Motel, came [rom Bell,
Coryell, Milam, San Saba,
MoClennen and Falls acd orher
counties.

Farm Orpmndsdions

[Yeptom sabd the [armers
wors (nembers ol 1he Texis
Farm Bureau, ithe Texas
Farmers Union, the Amencan
Agriculiore Moverment and the

Texas Sheep and Goat Hluﬂ':
Association.

The former threeterm mle
representative said his cam-
PRiEn was organizng commil-
tees 1o urge Denton supporiers
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| Farm Leaders

in the Blay B primary to vole

sEainin the June 3 ranodi,

Durng the inceting, n Texas
Power amid Light Co. equip-
ment truck pulled into the
permng ol and the driver ap-
peared 1o be taking down
license plate number of thie
farmers” irncks. The williy
oy ruck sped ol when a
suppornier stepped outside o

won the driver.
Uritheized Stand

Demton sald TP&L Waco dis-

it manager John Davis held
a press conlerence shorly
before the May 8 primary and
criticized Denton’s stand on
utility rates. Denton claims
utility rates are excessive,

In March Demon IHI‘I!IN].

before the Texas Public
Unilities Comimission to testily
against a $118 million rate hike
majuest by TP&L. The com-
mission prantied TP&L only a
406 million Incrense.
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Federal Election Commissicn
1325 K Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20463

INDEPERDENT DEMOCRAT - U.S. CONGRESS
P.0. BOX.3204 - WACO, TEXAS 76707

Mﬂmﬂhhmdmh—hmm PO Bos X304, Weoo, Texss TETOT, (87 7] T9E-831 1, Charies Mannedy. Carmpegn Chasrman. & ooy of e report s ied
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TEXAS POWER & LIGH 9:58

1511 Bryan Street ® P.O. Box 226331 » as, Texas T5266

B M CAMPAELL
LI 8T8
amn
CHIEF L ml Cutive

May 25, 1978

REGISTERED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

]

.
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o ‘Dear Mr. Denton:
e I received by registered mail this morning your latest
- attack upon Texas Power & Light Company and its employees, and
+ while I have in the past restrained myself from responding to
P your repeated and unfounded charges, I simply cannot in good
conscience allow this letter to go unchallenged.
o
You are wrong, Mr. Denton, on all charges.
r."
i We have not coerced or intimidated anyone working in

your behalf, and in fact we do not even know whoc they are.

We have not spied on your campaign workers, and we
have not attempted to apply economic reprisals against them.

The only campaign posters any of our employees have
ever removed are those of all candidates who attach them to
our power poles, which is a violation of the State Law and the
presence on which is a serious safety hazard to linemen who must
climb these poles.

In fact, letters are sent to all candidates for all
offices in your area as they are announced, telling them why
such signs must be removed from our poles, in compliance with
law. Those are the only "orders" issued by the Waco office or
any other of our offices.
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Our officials and our employees are carefully informed
of the law and of Company policy which prohibits them from
carrying on any kind of partisan political activity during their
business hours. I am confident that they have abided by this
law.

I1f you have any evidence of any violations on the part
of the Company or of its employees, I challenge you to have the
personal decency to present this evidence to me, so that I can
determine its validity and take any steps necessary to see that
we comply with the law.

All that 1 have at this time is your letter, making
your charges. The fact that this letter was released to the
press the day before it reached me would, I believe, appear to
any prudent person to indicate that you are more interested in
the publicity the charges will gain you than you are in com-
municating them to me.

Let me say further, Mr. Denton, that the verbage of
your letter to me is an outright insult to the integrity of
Texas Power & Light Company and of its 3,600 employees. You
carelessly cast about such statements as "the Company's true
disregard for the rights of individuals" and your "opportunity
to expose the highly questionable and often illegal dealings
of TP&L" as if they were truth, when in fact they are nothing
more than your own self-serving campaign rhetoric. This, sir,
is at best a complete lack of knowledge and understanding of
this Company, its people and its 66 years of public service....
and at worst, sheer gutter politics.

You have every right to your own opinions, Mr. Denton.
But neither you nor anyone else has the right to make vicious,
unsubstantiated attacks, without being challenged to prove
your charges.

Sincerely,

IR (egliane

RKCampbell /dp bfff
cc: Federal Election Commission
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Federal Election Commission
£ 1325 K. Street, N. W.

‘ o 'B! Washington, D. €. 20463
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1125 K SIREET NW
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20461

THIS IS THE BEGINAING OF MR £_4/0
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